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PREEACE. 


The ofTufc of LLstoncr is not ono of very lionoiii'able 
iioto, (^spc(*ially wlion <let(‘rraiiiO(l to tell wliat lie 
hoars : hut, to <le[)reeato tlio wrath of luy readers 
against so treacherous an interineddlov with their 
stiulies and tluMi* s]>orts, 1 luifreat them to consider 
that good may he wrought of that with which ■wo 
usually work evil. If I have the misfortune to have 
no hiisiiK'ss f)f iny own, and n ]>eculiar t.alent for 
ohserving otliei jieople’s — ^if iny sight is so keen, .and 
my hearing so acute, as to perceive what is jiassing 
where J am ni»t jireseiit, to see through the roof, 
and to hear through the walls — what can I do hut 
endeavour to make tlie host use of so dangcu’ous an 
endowment, and ein]>loy it for the henefit of others ? 
I whisper no idle tale in gossip’s ear ; I write 
no satires upon innocent mistakes — no dry h'ctures 
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Upon well-known evils; but I bt‘rir akouf witli nn*. 
as it AViM-e, a n‘11eetin‘»: irlass. wkic'li 1 ju*<*s<‘nt fo tli<* 
a(*toi's ill tlH‘ se<‘iies bei*oi‘e me. that, si'eiiiii' in it what 
\<, th<‘v m:i\ liaply (lis<*ovei* what bi ttei* miuht b(‘. 
J may soinctinK's lisft'ii, and .ManerinM‘s dn^am, ami 
stmu'times be fom‘d to jierform tlu‘ tadv iiitlionf tli(' 
benefit ofeiilier; but. however it la*, I 1 io|k‘ iin 
y<mn^’ IVionds will aeei*pt my monthly eommnniea. 
tion, Avirhonl being too imrioiis as to how 1 b;s 

my information, granting me always th(‘ jwivihge o 
hearing and ovorh(‘aring wdiattwer 1 think ]>rop(‘r. 
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Music oft lui-s such a charm. 

To make had ffood, and good provoke to harm. 

It was one of tlioso still Antuimt niglits, wlu‘n tht' 
silenrt' of nature boars ratboi* tlit‘ oliaraotor of iloatli 
than of rojK^sc' — wlioii, tli<^ ear listeiung in vain for 
so juiu*li as tlH‘ falling of a \vitlHTt‘d loaf, a niojaont- 
ary stuisation steals upon tlie Uiintl that wo onl}" are 
rt'inaining in oxistonee, while all is o.xtinct In'sidos. 
Tliori^ was not st) nuioli as ii ri]>jdo to break the 
luoonbeain that was sleeping on the wat(*r, a still, 
])ale sti’etik of nnvarying brightness. A few dark 
sails Ining inotioidess iijioii tin* snrfaet?, solieiting the 
breeze in vain ; but most, in despair of fnrtluT jtrtt- 
gress, had drop]>ed the anchor and betaken themselves 
to the hold, wheiiee a gleam of light now and then 
VOL. I. A 
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glnncetl upon tlie water to give the only token of 
existence. The moon hung in solitaiy si)leiKlour 
miihvay in thclieavenSj and the outline of every object 
was as distinctly traced as in the full light of day; 
seeming to gain inagnitiuh* and sublimity by the loss 
of colouring. The clid* appt^ared to have gi\)wn to 
imineasiirable height, the woods to imi>enctrable 
thickness. Th('re was not in all the h{*av(‘ns a cloinl, 
nor on all the earth a vapour. Thoughts of lightiu'ss 
and folly can find no welcome in the mind at such 
«*iu hour as this. That Being with whom we seem 
to he left alone in tln^ univiTse, hecomes more sensi- 
bly the guardian of our ]>ath. Wlion removed from 
all oth(‘r observation, we grow’ nioi\‘ cimseious of 
llis jiresejiee ; and the sensation Is powerful, thoiigli 
mistaken, that persuades ns He ean more distimuly 
mark our feelings in the solitude of night than amid 
the noise and hustle of tin* day. 

It w’as so I felt and so 1 thought, as T walked he- 
tw’een the liuge dark eliil* and the far-receded W’aters, 
listening in vain for any sound that might break on 
the im])erturbable stillness of tlie evening. 1 w’as 
now drawing near to the habitations of men, tliat, 
stretching from the to>vn, spread tluaiiselviNs at un- 
equal distances along the clilf; i*are, at first, but 
increasing in thickness as they drew iieartM* to the 
centre from which tlu;y emanated. Here too all Avas 
silent. Small store of fire and candles liad hidden 
tlio j)easant early to liis rest — the cottage door was 
closed — the honest Avere Avrapt in Avholesome slum- 
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l)or, and tlic niglitly depredator had not yet eoinc 
forth oil liis errand of misehii‘f. I pau.s(?d a moment 
to 1 ‘onsidor the nieriy of Him who watches over the 
iin,i>’i larded pillow of the one, and forbears tin* jmnish- 
nient due to the deeds of the other, wh<*n a sound, 
as of distant music, came upon my (‘ar, A^'alking a 
litthi forAvard, T ])c*reeived that it proceeded from a 
liousis yet at some' distance, that stood between me 
and the town. The notes, as far as 1 could distin- 
guish them, AA^ere soft and plaintiA e ; and in the 
siliuice of such a night, there st‘i‘med to me some- 
thing in them almost t*elestial. JNIy feelings at that 
nioimmt told me musics Avas the gift of lTeav(‘n, and 
tlu‘rcfore must ha\ e bc^en giA im for our giKxl ; and 
ra])idly my mind ran over the various uses that haA'e 
been made of it. 

]n cAi'ry agi* and every country, music has bi»on 
made the emblem of Avhatever is most lovely and 
enchanting; and AAdiether the tah‘S that are told us 
of its infhieiKV be truth or fiction, tiny eipially jU’OAa* 
the genei-al percej.+ion of its poAver OAcr the feelings 
and allections of humanity. From the coarse Avhisde 
(if th(‘ jilougliboy riding homcAAiird on tin? fon'-horse 
of his team, to the loud peal of the organ amid the 
chorus of some hundred voices, music seisms to bo 
th(? most natural language of the ha]»]>y, the sj)on- 
taneous solace of tlu* sad. With every idea of things 
beautiful, jmre, and delightful, music lias been asso- 
ciated ; but Ave never mix it Avith the imagi’s of 
things base, vicious, and disgraiieful. No lieathen 
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savage over pietiircd to liiinself a fatur(' lieavon, Imt 
Le j)1a(*e(l iniisie arneiig tlie first of In’s (l(‘lig]its ; and 
in tliost‘ })riglit pT*os])ects of et(Tnal l)]iss, so often 
<)]>(‘nt*d to ns iii tlie Holy 8eri|)rnn\s, ninsic is ahvays 
made a ]>art, real or einbliMiiatical, of onr jn*oi)iis(‘d 
enjoyment. 

A ])owt‘r so universal in its influenee on onr feel- 
ings, so naturally (*omlun<‘d with wliat(‘V(‘r is gooil 
ami fair, and honoured with so mneli notiei* in the 
eominamls and promise^ of fJod, must snr(‘ly he a 
gift from li(‘av(‘n, for the ns(‘ of which wi* an* re- 
sponsihle. (jJiven, as we must Mi])p<»s»‘ it, to our (irst 
parc'iits in T*aradis(‘, it was tln*r<‘ thi‘ languag(‘ of 
gratitmh* and j’oy. Tin* first use of music* upon (‘arth, 
])erhaj)s, was to sound forth tlu* ])raises of the 
(h*eator; and ec’rtainly it is the only one of onr 
tahmts, of tin* continuanee and ]uir]>ose of which ln‘re- 
after any nn'iitiou has l)een made*. Sur(‘ly, tluni, it 
is a gift too sa(T(‘d to he used as an instrument of 
folly and jnij)ic?tv. It is not my jnirposc* Imtc to 
disclose the worst uses to Avhieh it has Ixhui ])er- 
— may my r(‘aders long and ('vi‘i’ rontinue 
st range Ts t<) them ! 

Aly loitcTing ste])s now hronght me near to the 
window whence tlu^ delightful sounds had issn(‘d. 1 
heard them still, and could distinguish Aoiees mingled 
in natural and simple harmony. Imagination suj)]»ly- 
ing what T did not hear, I fancied it the language 
of piety going foi’th fron* glad and grateful hearts, 
and stealing through the silenee of the night to find 
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aoooptiinoo at tlio tliroiio of inoivv : ami 
now niy jn-oponsifv to know iiion* than was intcinl- 
0(1 f(»r niv ol»>(.'i*vation lK‘oaiuo stroni** within nio — 
a'^otMidiiiL:- a inoniul dirootly ojiposito to tho inxiriiii: 
window, I .st‘t niNM-lf to sec what nnii-ht hi* i)as 5 >inu- 
within. 

The HMnn was (IivsmhI with ilowiTs, and naily 
liiilitocl. shininii- witli many a fair and happy (‘(nmti*- 
nani*(‘. d'lK'ic wa> not a hn»w amoniist them that 

s(‘ciihm 1 fo iM'ar tln‘ wcyi^ht of t wonty \ oars, and somk* 

not half tliat numhor. Tin* littli* i^i'oiip W(‘i*(‘ \ aritnislv 
(M*cupio<l. Soiuo w(To oxamininii' tlu‘ wild-tlowiM’s, 
or turning’ o\or iho sholls and p(‘hl>los tliat had hoon 
^“alh(‘r(Ml in tlioir morninii; walk — otlu*rs w(‘ri‘ sprcad- 
iiijir forth prints and drawinj^s for tho ainiisiMnont of 
th(‘ir fri(‘nds. Of tlio younjxor, soino woro do<‘ply 
iiitont on tlu‘ intri(*ato pu//lo; of tlu^ old(‘r, oiio was 
plaood at tlio jaano, wdiilo anothor tnnod tlit^ har]>, 
and tho li‘av(\s of tho imisio-book woro ra])id]y tiiriu*d 
ovor in soaroh of tin* solootod soni;. 

iNly aotivo faiioy now found ani]>lo hu.sinoss. Tlioro 
was so iiiiioli iiinoooiico in tho (‘inploymonts, and so 
innoli |>loasiii*o in tho oountonanoos, of th(‘ young 
ass(*inl>ly, that all sooimnl in unison witli my provious 
f(‘(‘lings. I imaginod it somo happy l)irthday niglit, 
which th(‘ inmat(‘s of tho mansion liad assomhiod 
thoir frionds to oolohrato. I looked on oaoh oounto- 
naiiot' soj)araloly, and saw not on om‘ a frown of 
ill-liumouj- or a shado of sorrow', lion; thon at ](!ast, 
I Avhi.s]>orod to mysolf, is tho iiso of niusio not por- 
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vort(‘(l. Soino child hclovcd lias coni]»lct(‘d another 
of her early years, and tli(‘ hearts of those* who love 
her are glad and grateful. Strains of moral ft*(‘ling, 
perhajis of cheerful pioty. are* going foi-tli from hearts 
as yet iintaintesl with the fo]lie‘s and the fashions of 
the world ; from li]»s that no unholy j<‘st, no thought- 
le‘ss imja(‘ty, as yot has staine*d. The* musie* h(*gan ; 
the air was j>lalntiv(‘. If it hael not the suhlimity f)f 
our hest saeresl musie, it was fee‘ling, ehaste*, and 
beautiful. I eles(*(‘neh‘d r|ui<*kly from the* mounel, 
and ])laced myse‘lf iu*ar enough te» the* window indis- 
tinctly to eatedi the weirds. Ihit my drevuns of 
grati‘ful (h'votieui ami moral imrity, how we*re thew 
dissipate‘d, avIkmi the* first weirds I elistingiiishe‘el were 
an impassieined addre'ss tei a heathen geid, b(‘ginning 
‘‘Dieu erAimnir,” anel gejing em with a gre*at eh‘al 
about “ les Astres,’’ les Pare|ue*s. ” anel eithe*r 
obje‘C*ts of a jiagan's weirshiji : ]\Iy ]»le‘aMire* was 
]iast ; but e'uriosity re*taine*d me em the* speit, ai 1 
I waite*el palie*ntly amither anel ane»the*r song. The* 
seH'onel was Italian, the* swe‘ete*st language* of niusi(% 
anel the* ineist ]ie*rverfe*el. The* be*st I (‘endel he)pe*h(*re, 
was, that |ie*rfeirme‘rs ami anelience we*re* alike* igneirant 
of the nemse*nse, neit tei say imlelie'ae'v, eif the* words 
the*y we‘re* singing. At last 1 distinguisheel the* 
ace*e*nts eif emr native tongue, and some*t]iing eif a 
bctte*r he>]ie r(*vive*d — for neiw the* yemng p(*rfeirme*rs 
at h\'ist must kmiw the* me*aning eif t]ie*ir woi*els. J 
hearel the* name eef (biel — the ("hiistian's (uiel : anel 
listened with re*doubh*d earnestimss : themgh, in truth, 
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Mnnotliing of ]>n»faiiatioii in tlio mix- 
linv; Imt, alas’, it was moiv in acconlamv tlian I 
tl!oni;lit. Tlial sacrt^d name was iisetl lait as an 
(‘Xpi-ession of eanu‘stnoss on sn)>j<‘cts with A^hieli tin* 
lliniio’lit of Him (*tnil<l not |)n,ssi]>!y eomhine. How 
1 wislunl 1 w(Ti‘ at that moment on the mourn], to 
s(v if a hlusli dill not sufliise tln^ elua'ks of tile sin.i^er, 
a^' she uttered a name slu* eould not 1m‘ aeeustomed 
to jnofane: Or can it 1 k‘, that the lips of iinuKH'nee 
mav sinu: uitlmut tlKuiu'lit, or feelinii:, w<n‘ds thev 
<laiH‘ not speak — s(‘ntiim‘nts t]u*y would Musli to ft‘(‘l 
— hreath(‘ out a nioekery of ]H‘ay(‘r uimUt eov(‘r of a 
f«»reio‘n lamruaiiv, and malo* s]>ort (d* nam(‘s, at the 
mention of \^hi(•ll, an<;-e]s in h('aven how tlnm* h(‘ads 
viiiii j*e\ei’<‘nee Tilt* he^^t tliat <*an in* said is, that 
tiles think no wivmij:: and. in the enjoyment of tlie 
• nni-^ie, iiise no In^-d to tlie UK^aniiiLC of tlie words; 
i.iit tliat is not the h‘ss a dani»a‘r to sshiidi W(‘ are 
in-'<*nsih1e ; and <*u-'tom lias i>’on(‘ far indeed to <lo its 
ssork of mischief, if words of folly and impiety can 
]>ass our iijts ssiflnnit exeitinn* our atlentitui. A.irain 
niv mind recurred to wliat music mii;]it he — to what 
it oULiht to 1 m‘. Its jiowerful inlhieiiee on our hearts 
— its fitness to ex('ift‘ and to express the best and fiiu'st 
feelinufs of our nature — ahosa* all, its ])e(*uliar suit- 
ahility to speak the fe<*lini':s of a n'rateful heart, at 
]»eace svitli (Jod and with itself. I listtmed m» more 
that iiin'lit. 
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No. II. 

TIME. 

7 .vaw tlio lojivos I'liiVmf' down a l)rook— 

Swifl lli<* brook rati, and bri^bt tb<‘ sun bunt'd — 

The .siTi* and tli« vordunt, tb« same course they took; 
j\n<l .s]iod ^aily and fast, but tlioy never return’d. 

And 1 tbonubt bow the years of a man jtass away, 

Tbree>core and ten — and then wlierc are they : 

II. Ni-nsLE, 

TiHtiCEst om: years ami ten,” tliouglit 1 to n»y- 
sell*, as I walked, one i*ainy inornino’, as a sailor 
walks llie (jiiartt‘r<leek, n]> ami down a short aleove, 
(‘xtiMidint*- hetdre the windows of a modern Jioiise. 
It was one of those days in June in which our suin- 
ni(‘r hojies take unilu-ao^e at what we (*all unseasonahle 
weatluT, though no si*ason was e\er known to j>ass 
without them. Unlike the rapid and delightful 
sliowers of warmer days, suddenly sueceiMlinir to the 
sunshin(‘, when the ]ia relied vei*eta]iles and arid (‘artli 
seize witli a>i<lity and imhihe the moi>ture eri‘ it 
hei'omes unpleasant to our fet'lines, theiv ha<l fallen 
a drizzliuL*' rain thi oujj^hoiu the ni^nht ; the saturatt'd 
soil returned to the atiiiosplujre the humhlity it eould 
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ijo loilgor al>s()rl), and there it liung in (?liillijig 
thit'kness between rain and log. The birds did not 
sing, for their little wings were heiivy, ainl th(‘ir 
]>luiiinge roughed. The flowers di(.l not o]>en, lor the 
eold (Inm was on their eheek, and no sunbeani was 
tlu'iv to welconie them. jSature itself wore tlu* garb 
of sadness ; and man's too dej)endenL spirits wer(‘ 
ready to assume it : thos(* at l(‘a.st. tliat were not so 
happy as to lind means of forgetting it. Sueh was 
the eas(‘ Avirli my unlbrfunate self. I had deseemled 
to the breakfast-room at the usual hour, l»ut no one 
a]»peari‘d — 1 looked for a book, but fouml none ex- 
eept ^Moore's Almanack and rati‘rson’s Jload-book. 
Tla^ books wer(‘ k(‘pt in tlie library, beyoml all 
dispute tlieir pniper place, had J not been in a 
humour to tinnk (aherwise. The housi‘ was too hot, 
and tl)e ext(‘i'nal air was loo eold; and 1 was fain to 
betake mvself to that last r(‘souree of the absolutely 
idl<‘, a me<*hanieal movement of the body u[) ami 
tlown a gi\e‘ii sj»aee. And from the aleose where 1 
walked J heard t*e* ticking of the timepiece — ami as 
1 pa>s(*d the wimlow I saw the hands a<lvane(‘ — ev(‘ry 
time j had ii‘turned they had gone a little further. 

Threescore y<'ars and ten,’’ said 1 to iiiNstdf, ‘‘and 
a thinl or a fourth of it is naluri‘'s claim for indis- 
pensable* repose — and ntany a day eemsumed on the 
bed of sickness — and many a }ear by the infirmiti<‘s 
of ag(‘ — and ,se>me j>art of all necessarily saerifiee<l 
to the* rt'cruiting of the health by (‘xereisc*. And 
what do we with the rest 2sothing answered me 
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l>iit the tidvinti: of tlio dock, of wliidi tlu* lumds wore 
travcrsiiiLT nine and ten. Tlii‘y liad nearly 

met at tli(.‘ latter Lour, when the ]>arty lK‘£>an to 
asseinhle within: and (‘ach one cnnnneneed, furaus^ht 
I could dis(M»\er, the function^ of tlu‘ day — forn(‘ither 
th(‘ir aj>j>earance nor their remark^; gave any intima- 
tion that th(‘y ha<l he(‘n previously enijiloyed. Oik*, 
indeed, <leclared the wt'atluT made her so idle she 
had scarcely found strength todnvss hersdf — anotluT 
confessed he liad parsed an .additional lumr in Led, 
hecaus(‘ th(‘ day jn-omised him so little to (h> u]». 
One hy one, iis they dropjHsl in, the seats at the 
hrt'akfasf-tahle tilled ; and as a single newsjaijKT 
was all the a[>par(‘nt means of mental (H*cujjation, I 
anlicijiated some interesting conversation. J waited 
and I watduMl. Om* ran the j»oint of his fork into 
till* tahh*-<doth- — another balanced Ikt s]K)on cm the 
tea-cuj) — a tliird told backwards and foi*wards the 
rings ojj her tingta-s, as duly as a friar tells his bead.>. 
As such actions are the sym])toms sometimes of 
menial occn]»ali<m, 1 began to antici]>ate the brilliant 
r(‘sults of so much thinking. I cried Ibanl in hopes 
to rouse them t<» expresshui, and m>t (piite unsuccess- 
fully : for one remarked it was a wretcluMl day, 
anotlua* wislual it was fine, and a third hojaal it 
shoi'tly would be stn Miain time tin* index of tlu? 
cltH'k went round — it W'as gaining close upron (deven 
belbre all had Avithdrawii from (he table. My eye 
followed one to the wind<»w-place, where, with her 
baek to the wall, and her eyes fixed without, she 
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a full half-hour in prazinj? at. tho ]>rosj>(H*t, 
(>i’ wi^liiiu:-. ]»(*rhap8, tin* did not jUH‘Nont Ikt 

sr<‘in£»- it. A \orv yoniit^ lady was so hiisy in judliiiijf 
{lie d<‘ad lo;nos from a irt'ranium. and criiinhlinu: 
tlioni in lioT' tiuLixTs, I <*oid<l not donht hut sonu* iin- 
jM.rtant ])UI‘}k>s(.* was in tin* task. A third r(*suni(‘d 
tho noAvsj)a]i<‘r In* had r<‘ad f<»r a whoh* hour lu fon*, 
and hotonk hiinsdf at la^'t to tho ad\ (TtiscMiu'nts. A 
fairlh n‘[)ain‘d to thoah-oM* — irathcriMl sonic llowcvs, 
]iickc<l tliciu to ])it‘<*cs, thr(‘w them away aiiain, and 
jofuriKMl. “ (\‘as(* thy pratinii*, tlnui ncvi'r-rcstinu: 
t :mc]»iccc,” said I to nnsclf, “ for no one lieeiN tliy 
tale. A\'liat is it to us that (‘a(*h om* ot* tliy ti<'kin?rs 
eut'> a link IVoin our brief ('hain of lile? — 'I'inu* is tho 
tilTt of ll(‘av<‘n, )>ut man has no use for it.” 

I lia<l sear<'ely tlionuht out the im‘laneholy ihotinht, 
ulieii a Noujiii'lady lUitcTed with an (‘leiiant ^^o|*k-)>o\, 
red uitliMiif and blue within, and IiIIcmI witli manifold 
eon\ enien(M“» foi* tin* juirsuanet* of jier art. fila<l was 
I iimsf trul\ at the siciht. l>y the use of tlie in'e<ll(» 
the naki’d ma\ be el<»thed — initonuity may economise 
lier mean^. and have moia* to sjiare for tho>e that 
noed. it — in\4’ntion may multijdy tin* ways of lioin'st 
^ul>sistenee. and direi't th<‘ ii;norant to tin* u^i* «»f 
tiaan ; mo>t ^■lad was I, therefoia*, that the *‘i'j,nal of 
ind.ii'-try drew uion* than om* wanderei- to tin* sann* 
pursuit — thouwh not till much tinn* ha<l been con- 
sumed in a'oiiiit in and out, ami up ami do\Mi, in 
s(*areh of tin* matt'rials. All Avas found at last — tin* 
j>arty worked; and I, as usual, listetied. “ J tliink 
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tliis sa’ul one, n‘])ay mo for my 

trouMo, tlioiiuh it lias cost mo tliiv(‘ montlis’ work 
already, and it will l»e tlinn* rnontlis more boforo it 
is tinisliod.” — “Tndood/* rojoiiiod her frii‘iid, “ I Avisli 
I w(‘r(‘ half as industrious: but I have b(‘(‘n woi'kin^; 
six; woi‘ks at this liandkorclii(‘f, and liavo not found 
time to linidi it : now the fasbion is ])ast, and I 
shall not uo on." — “ How beautifully you i\ro AV(‘aN inijj 
that ncM-klace I ~ is it not V(‘ry tt‘dious‘.’" — Yi‘s, 
almost <‘ndl(‘ss ; but I d(‘liglit in the Avork, otherwise 
1 should not do it — for the beads cost almost as 
niueh as I eeiild buy it for." — “ I should like to be^in 
one this mornini;:," int(‘r|>os(‘d a fourth. “ but th(^ 
milliner has siMit hoim* my bonnet so ill trimmed, it 
will take me all the day to alter it. Tin* bow is on 
the wnmir side, and the trimininij: at the (‘due is too 
broad. It is v(‘ry tir(‘soim‘ to sjx'nd all om^'s life in 
alterin':' thin<:s we j>ay so much for." — 1 wish," 
said a little uirl at the end of the table, “ that 
nuLtht W'»rk seme triniminij^s for my fnn-k, but I am 
obliyiMl to <lo this ])lain work fn*st. The jioor lame 
e-ii-l in the villaf;e, who is almost starving:', wouhl do 
it Ibr me for a shillinii', but 1 must sa\(‘ mv allowan<*e 
tliis week to buy a French trinkiT I have taken a 
fancy to." 

‘‘ P<M)r thini; ! slu* is much to be pitit‘d," said the 
lady of tlu‘ ti'imming; “if 1 had time, I would make 
h(‘r some idothes." 

And so fhey worloxl. ami so they talktsl, till I and 
the tiin(‘|»iece had counted many an hour which they 
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took no nroonnt of — wlion one of tlioin vmwiumI and 
said, “ IFtov t(‘dioiis ai*(' tlu'so wot days ! — it is roally 
injj)<)ssil>lo to sjMii out ono's time without a walk." 

r am sin-prised you find it so,” n'joiiuMl the lady 
of th(‘ heads; “ 1 can rarely make tinu* for walking: 
— thonirh k(‘(‘])ini:’ the hous(» makes me miserahly 
lanirnid." And so the morninp: jiassed. It was lour 
oVlock, and th(‘ eomjiaiiy dispiTsi-d to tln-ir apart- 
miMits. I jni'tiMMl not to know what they did tluTe; 
hut ea(*h oin- r(‘tnrne<l between live and six in an 
altered drc'ss. And then half an hour elajisi'd, in 
whieh. as I nmh'rstood from their iinparitMieo, they 
wer(‘ waitiiui' for dinin*!', ea(*h in turn eoinplaiiiinu’ of 
th(‘ wast(‘ of fimo occasioned hy it" delay ; and tlie 
Jitth' ns(‘ it \>onld hi' to i^o ah(»nt any thini^' when it 
was so near. And as soon as dinm-r was over, thiw 
iM 'jan to \>ait for tea, with (‘xactly th<‘ same <*om- 
]»laininn-s. And tin* t<‘a came — an<l, cheeriMl hy the 
vivifyiiiLT ilrannht, one did rejiair to th(‘ instrument, 
ami hcH-an a Inmx— one iTnl take np a jK‘n<-il, and 
])repaie to draw. — and one almost opem-d a hook, 
r.nt, alas I the shades of niaht were mrowinL;' fast — 
ten minutes had scariM-ly (‘lapscsl before <‘ach one 
re>ii»netl hei- itccupation with u murmur at the dark- 
ness of the weather: and thouoh somi‘ ]>erson snjj;- 
Li’ested that there w’cre such tiling’s as lamjis am) 
candles, it was auretsl to he a ]>iry to lane liuhts so 
early in the midst of summer, ami so another lialf 
hour (‘lajiseil. 

Tile lights, when tluw came, would havi* faile<l to 
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reluniine an o\’p(‘<*tation in iny l»osom, had not tlulr 
beams disclosed tlie forms of various lKK>ks wliieli 
one and aiiotlua* liad brought in for the evening’s 
amusemenf. Again I watched, and again I listeni'd. 
“ r wish I liad something to do, mamma,” said tlie 
little girl. Wliy do you not take a book and 
r<‘ad n;j<»in(‘d Ikt mother. books are all up- 

stairs,” .sh(‘ replied ; ‘‘ and so near bed-tim(‘, it is not 
worth whilt‘ to fetch them.” — “This is the b(‘st novel 
I <‘ver r(‘ad,” said a lady, sonu‘tliing older, turning 
the leaves nu'an time so very fast, that tliose who are 
not used to this Jiiethod of reading, might suppose 
she found nothing in it worthy of attention. “ I 
dar(‘ say it is,” said another, wliose (‘yes had be(*n 
fix(‘d for Jiair an hour <ni tlie same l)ag(‘ of Words- 
worth s p(H‘ins — “but T have no time to ivad Jiovds.” 
— “ J wish I had time to read any thing,” said a 
third, whom 1 had observed alr(‘a(ly to have been 
])enising attentiv<*ly tlu^ title-pag(* of every book o. 
the table, publisher's name, dat(‘, and all ; whilst a 
fourth was too int(‘nsely engaged in studying the blue 
cov(*r of a magazine to mak(‘ any remark what(‘\'er. 

And now' 1 was much amusi^d to jH‘rei‘iv(‘ with 
what f?'<v|ucncy eyes wcivturm'd upon the dial-p1at<‘, 
through all the day so little regard(‘d. Wa{ch(‘S 
were drawn out, c<mipared, and j)ronounc(.‘d too slow. 
With s(nne dilliculty one was found th.at had outrun 
Ins fellows, and, tleterminod to ])e I’ight, gave j)er- 
mission to lhi‘ com]>any to ilis]»erse, little more than 
tw'clvx* hours from the time of their assem]>rnig, to 
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rofovor, as I sii]»pos('<l, during tlio othor tuolvo, 
dn*>Niiio’ ;i!id iindivssiug includiMl, tlu' dlin't ol’ tlu‘ir 
inontiil and l»odily (‘xortions. “ So,” J oxclaiiiuMl, as 
soon as T found inysolf alono, “twolvi* tiim's round 
yonder dial-plate tliost' little hands liave stolen, and 
twelve times more they may now go round iinheedt'd. 
T1 h‘v who ai*e gone to rest liave a day the l<‘ss to live, 
and rtrord has heeii made in Heaven of that day’s 
u>e. Will He who gave*, ask no r('ekoniijg for His 
gift" ? The time, the thoughts, tlu' talcMits — the 
improvement we might liave made, and mad(‘ not — 
the good we might liav(‘ ilone, and did not -— the 
luNilth, and striMigth, and intt'lh^et, that may not Ik* 
ours to-morrow, an<l ha\e not Ihmui used to-day — will 
not eonseieiiet‘ whisper of it ere they to-niglit 

The days of man wi're sho]*tene<l upon (‘arth hv rea- 
son of tlK‘ wieki'dness the (h'eator s.'iw. ldu‘ee.se<nv‘ 
yt'ars and ten ai’e now his porti<Mi, ami oftt‘U not lialf 
the numher. They jiause not; they loiti‘r not — tin? 
hours strike on — ami they may evt'ii go — for it s<‘ems 
tln‘v are all too imu'li. The yiuing, with mimls as 
yet unstore<l, full of error, full of ignoi’amM* in all 
that it hi‘hoves them most to know, unfit alike as vet 
for (‘arth or h(.‘a\'en — the old, whose sum of life is 
almost t<jld, and hut a brief spa e(‘ n'lnainiiig to repair 
their mistak(‘s, and redt‘(‘m the time they hav(‘ lost — 
the* simple and ungift(‘d, who, ha\ing from natur(‘ 
hut little, need the more a^^siduity to fultil tlnir 
nieasui'(‘s (»f us(‘fulm‘ss, and make that little do the 
most it may — tii<i eh‘Ver and highly talented, who 
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have an almost appalling account to render for the 
much rocei\ed — they all have time to waste. Tint 
let them remeiiiher, time is not their own — not a 
nioment of it hut is th(» gi*ant of Heaven — and 
ITeaven gives nothing without a j)urjK)se and an end. 
Every liour that is wasted, fails of tliat ]>urpose ; 
and in so far as It is Avasted or ill spent, the gift of 
Ih •aA'<‘n is misused, and the misuse is to he answer(‘d 
for. Methiiihs I would he allowed to Avhis]>er niglitly 
in the ears of my yfuing friends, as they lie down to 
rest, “How many iuiniit<*s have Y<m lost to-<lay, that 
might have heiui em]>loy<‘d in your ()wn iniproveiiient, 
in A’f>nr ]Mak(‘r's ser\’i(a‘, or for your fell o w-er eat in*es’ 
g(»od?” 
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No. iir. 

( <)NVKJ^KAT1()N. 

f '<inv<*rs:ition is tho of tin* mt>tlicr of knowlodfjc, 

tlu' liroatli <»r tlio .soul, (In* t'oniiiicrrc of lu*arts, tlu* boiul of frioiid 
sliij), llio uourihbiufut »>f coiitoiilnu'iif, and tlu* o(’(>u]>atir>ii of men 
of wit. 

‘‘Hold your t<mjrnt‘. ^li.ss Julia: liftlu ifirl.s >110111(1 
lu >(‘(‘11 and liol li(‘ar({,'’ >ai(l Mr> !».’> mir>(*ry h’om*!*- 
]U‘>s to a littl(.‘ >prit(‘ of s(*vt‘ii y(‘ars old, wIk» vnus 
(‘-'^.•'. yiiig to (ako a turn in tli(‘ cliattcM* of tin* l»rt‘akfast,- 
t:d >)(.'. I'oi' I would not Iuino tuv r(‘adcr> >u|>]»o>u 
that a nur-'t'rv lin'akfast ])a>.s(‘> Avilliout clialfiT. [ 
av!m* t ra\ crx' li<»u>(‘> fVoiu ('onicr to (mu’im*!*, and liston 
fr«Mn In’liind tlu* door>, know lu‘tt(‘r. From tlit‘ 

I I ’.!•>( TV to tlio kitclu*]!. fi*(»in tin.* scli(K*l-rooni to the 
jiarlour, all i> chattiT. and one inieht conclude the 
jMiwcr of talkin'’- incrca.se> in invi'rsc ratio with (he 
iidormation jiosx'sscd, l>ut l)e it not tlicncc eon- 
cludcd that I am no friend to talkinii*. W(‘ li>t(*n(‘r!j 
ai(‘ c(»n>id(‘i*ahly inlc]’c>tc<l in (he fin-tln'rancc of the 
en-tom : and it may even a])pear, ere the end (»f my 
tali’, that r ha\e a very diil'eri’nt ohjcct in \I(?w than 
that oJ juittinir my younu’ lricn<l> to >ilenec. 

VOL. I. 


li 
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Tt is (iT)jootf‘(l hj sonic, tliat youno- p(Min]c talk too 
imicli, an<] l>y otlu'rs, tliat they talk too litlli'; ainl 
cjicli remark is just — for they do kotli. l>ut horo. In* 
itohserved, I s]»cak only of persons iind(‘r tiventy ; far 
he it from me to snp|»ose that any l;nly above; that aLr<‘ 
can h(‘ eharii'ed with the liahit 1 presume fo eaMisiua*. 

When yount*’ j)(‘ople are alon(‘, freesl from the con- 
straints of s(ieie‘ty ami th(‘ jn*esc‘ii<'e ot those* wlio are 
old«*r and wiser tliaii tluMuselve's, th(‘ir eensdiss 
^'oluhilitv, file id]<*nes.s. us«‘J<‘ssiu‘.'!.n and folly of their 
eon\ (‘rsatioii is all too miH'li ; not a pause to re'fhM't 
upon tlu‘ir words — not a moment to wi'inh the senti- 
ments tli(*y hear — ^not a can' for tlie tiim* tliey wastt*, 
oi* for tlie liahits of trit1inj>- and (‘xa£>ir(‘ration they 
ae<juire. Jhit in soci(‘ty th(‘y talk loo little. An 
nnr(‘asonahh‘ fear of (‘xposing their sentiments Iom's 
to them till* Ik'si means of aset'rtainina- if tlu'v are 
riizht. A want of that simplieity <>f mind, wliitrh, 
eonsj'ions of no <l(*sio;i), does not look to la* ehai“£r<‘(^ 
with a wronu: one, mak<\s tiiem fear to lx* thoui^ht 
ostentatious— while the real dillieulty of expressing- 
tli<‘msi‘lves, from want of heine; aemistomed t(» it — a 
dillieulty their indolmee* wouhl ralluT k(‘(*|> than 
maki* ail (*tl‘ort to sul>due — prev(‘uts tlieir joiuiii!^- in 
<*on\ersation on suhjeets on which tlaw are fully able 
to s])eak, ami wouhl iraiu information ))y (loini>- so : 
]\Iod<‘sry forbids tliem to suppoM* they ean eoiitrihute 
to the pl(‘asure of the eoiiversation, and ju'ide is not 
well pl(‘ased to takt* the henetit and eontrihute 
nothin^-. 
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1 ha\<* wondoivd often how all thi^ befalls - hut 
now nierliinks I have stolen a hex that luay unlock 
till* mystcrv. Little Julia was to In* si*en ami not 
heard — that is to say, she was t(» ask no nucsthuis 
when her infant mind was struirjiliiii'- to enlari;e itself 
hy inerease of kiiowh‘dii*e — she was to expiess no 
feelini*- that inov(‘d lier little hosoiu, or tlioimlit that 
awakened in hei’ <lorniant intellei't. l>ut Julia was 
to listen, I supjKiM*; and mneh may he leaiaicd hy 
silent att(‘nti<»n. She listened — aial so did I — and 
we learned a n'l'eat d»‘al — for we heard all (hat the 
footman Jiad t(»ld iheeook, and the (‘onk had told the’ 
nu!'scry-maid -and we i»ained an insight into our 
neiulihoiii’s' alliiirs. and heard many wonders, tlio 
incredihility of uhieh neser faileil to seeiiri* heliel’ ; 
wheri'as what was simply true and eertain was warmly 
('onteNtisl. Added to all this, were the schemes of 
doccption ami ]M*tly artiliees that 1 do not JudLi*(* it 
h<»nourahle to diselosi*. 

'J’liis, then. 1 thono-ht within mysell*, is little Julia's 
fn‘*'i le>.'^on in the . t of talkinic a lesson she will 
prohai)!y reju-at after her own manner, the first time 
"he escapes with 1 m‘ 1‘ \ouniier sistei's to a ]u-i\ate 
eoi ni'i* : and not heinu' allowed to iiapiire, her mind 
mu"l Wink, foi- wiu-k it will, nj»on the hopeful ma- 
terial" it has oathensl ; and I hear»l ln'r in truth, not 
hum' alter, e\.ML»ocr;itinir, ami mimiekinti;, and womliT- 
iiie. and <lispntinii’. as fast as her haj>p\ little toniiui* 
eouhl ino\e, to e\ineu its delight at the resumption 
of its powers. 
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Tlio powors of s])(‘ecli are anioiifi- tlie most iiii- 
portiuit committed to our eliarge ; niid as eapal)le as 
any otluM* of a right or a wrong eiilti\ ation ; there 
is tliis only dillerenee: that while oth(‘r poAvers lie 
donna.nl fi‘oni n<‘gleet, tliese will ludn a<*tion whether 
(?ultivaU‘d or not, and if A\e do Jiot direct ihein to 
the right, Avill nnj>t e(Miainly expt'iid lheinst‘lv(‘s on 
the Avrong. If a young person is not allowed, or not 
oneouraged to spi^ak with her parent^ and e(jiials. she 
will jecpiite herself hy talking to her waiting-maid : 
and if sht‘ hi‘ Ji()t aeenslonie<l in society to converse 
rationally and sensiMy, she Avill most surelv spend 
the ])ow(‘rs giv(‘n her for h(‘rtt‘r j>urpos(‘.s. in idle 
gossip or mis('hi(‘vous slamhM*. 

From the lessons in the nnrs(‘i*y, dulia jKis.ses t(> 
th(; school-room. She there learn^ much, and per- 
Imi >s thinks much, hut has litth* oj»pnj‘runiiy to 
eommunieat(‘. If the discipline he sti’iet. slu* is 
desired t<> hold hei* t<mgue, and mind Imm* h‘>sons : h* 
it he indulgent, she may talk, indee<l. as fast as it 
])leases her — six* may lepeat, uith the nmre e\aggt‘- 
ratlon the hett<‘r, all tlx* tittle-tattle she has Ix'ard 
elsewhere — what this person says, and that jK'rson 
does, and the other juM'son Avears — hut no oin' takes 
any can* to lead her to siihjeets useful and improving, 
to eornvt Ikt misconceptions, and false ideas, and 
rash assertions. And here J entrt‘at my readers to 
attend — for if the fault has heen hithert<» charged 
to th(‘ nurse and to the governess, it noAv Ijccomes 
their t)wii. 
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AtmI no it tlint sonio yi‘Jirs nTtn* iny fu'^t 

;MM|ii;tint;in**o with Jiilia in tin* niirM‘ry — If was a 
(•h(‘t‘;lrN«. jiiulit — the lK*a\(*ns wojv hunt*’ with rlio 
rliirk (>i!]*o\\ rlmnN that iu'tokon coinintr snow — 
N,-:tr«'< !\ mlizhi liofo ami tluTo a palTnl star 
initlu (‘.I lait a nioiuont <Ti' it Avas U’ono, and 

iN't’Din'd )!■. inoro. I Avatclu‘d tluan lon^', and tlioy 
!'. -wta- and f’owor — and oiu^ )>y oik' I saw the 
rl-'ni'iN thoin, a^ tim«‘ (‘lo^ios oA(a* tlu' joys 

tiiai avo ]>aNt. An<l now tlio vapours unit»‘d into 
niir iiiiNhaildwod and indu'okon inaNs ul* Mackno^s. 

wind- jiiNi \vliiNpiM‘od ilirouiLi'ii t!\o li‘allt‘ss frn(‘s, 
a K-n and iin'lanclwdy Nound. and I )K‘i*’an to fool tlxJ 
o.ii'.l drojtpMiLi'N of the tl<‘o<*y .sliowcr. Moi*i‘ silt'nt 
tiian llio tliirj' upon Ins nn»lniLd>t t'rrand. nnlioaial 
and uiioi-iMM-icd iVoin uillsin. tlu‘ snow stolo down 
up' !i fli** i'«'n rarth. to ju-opan* for (lx* I'oturninn- sun 
»■ ’ land-aapo than tlial lx‘ shone ujaui Ixdoro 

ii»- N(f. ] was soiiie diNtan<‘e Aef from lioux*, aix] 
Id iiiLT to oh.serv(' nature in all lx‘r varii‘d aspects, I 
-'■’’Ldif -heltor iit ih' ]>oreh of a handsome dwellini*- 
■ (!iat fronfe<l tne path 1 Avas tT'(‘adinii-. 'riuaa*, 
thi- . 'jli a!i ojn'ninL^ in tlx* <*rlms<vn curtains of an 
adp »inin'_: '\iiidoA\, I lookud ujion a sreiie strikini:ly 
<" nitiastod with that Avhicli was without. A hlazinuf 
tire, i‘iM‘«Miiiy fetl with the dry hn;’, crackled aixl 
-parkh'd on the hearth, ’^rix* reekinii’ urti. witli the 
tall «andles h\ it> sjth.. wa- liissinu' on the tahh*. 
d'l;edo\Nn\ ru'_>- a n« I man\ -coloured carpet, with the 
deep <*rimsoii of tlx* eu.rtain, li^aNc a ^low, a tom* of 
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warnitli to tlio .strikiiitrly o])j)os(‘(l to flu* 

growiiiir wlHt(‘iu‘ss of tlio scono >vitl»oiit. A iiiimlxT 
of young ]K.*rsons won* in tlio mom; tlio ]>l;nniu*ss of 
tlu'ir (Imss, tlmir (‘asy familiarity ami small niimlxTs, 
(lid not indi<*at(‘ a jiarty, and yet tli(T(‘ >vt‘n‘ inoiv 
tlian miglit iM'long to a singh' family. I’liis was not 
hard t<» nnd(‘i‘stand. And how ])ow(‘rfnlly canu^ to 
my mind, at tin* monuMit. th(‘ houndh'ss mnniti(*(‘m‘(‘ 
of that lining, who has provided (.MijoynuMits for ovnrv 
S(‘ason, nomforts for natur(‘’s most sad and (*h(MM-l(‘ss 
lioiirs; AVhat was to tluxn tin* nhilling show<‘r that 
f(‘ll without, or the fr(.»st that hound th(‘ ]»alsind earth 
in iron hardmsss? In th(‘ cnjoynKMit <d juvscuit 
]>l(‘asures, other, hut not h‘ss, tlaw siL»h(‘d not at 
rt‘(*olloetion of th(‘ tints of autumn or the snmnu‘r’s 
sun. And then (‘aim* into my ghahhauvl mind all 
the (((‘lights of social int('reours(‘ — of s(‘ntiim‘nts 
sweetly res]»onding t(> each (►ther — of f(‘elings ten- 
derly ])arti('ipatcd — of arginmuit without (lisput(* — 
r(*proof without uid\indn(‘ss. And 1 thought, if I 
might JH»t share it, J might now at least contcm]»lat(‘ 
it : and so I tri(‘(l to list what j»asscd within. To 
(n*(linary pers(»ns this might hav(‘ he(‘n diilicult. l>ut 
what can juadcssed listtMua-s not hear? 

The youthful [)arty, for such it was, had rec(‘ntly 
m(‘t, as it S(‘em(‘d to m(\ t(» ])ass a social (‘V(‘ning, all 
on familiar tiaaiis and intimately ac(|uaint(‘d ; tlu‘iv- 
fore th(ux‘ was nt‘ither reservi* nor f(»rm to ch(‘ck 
their communications. The tea was making, and 
as they sij)]>ed the fragrant draught, the talk went 
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]>litlirly roiiiid. It iiMial witli tlu* wcarli<‘r. 

1 <l(» ui^i (‘xai'tly <>l>jirt this; I H‘(*aiis<‘ sonnet liLiii;- 
iniiM ln‘ said first; and as tli(‘ Itogiiiiiing addivss is 
a ii'ri'at <lilli(‘iilfy to th(‘ rt‘S4M*vod and modest, ir is 
Ncrv well lia\<‘ an t\sta)»lished I'onn of (*onnnenei*- 
nuMiT, litttMl fdi* all eiri'iniistanees. ]>nt I did think 
half an h<»in* somethinir too lonii’ for this j»relnd<‘. 
And I did think lK‘si<les, that when one ealle<l it 
miMTahh‘ weafhcM-, ami anotlier said it was a wri‘tehed 
day. an<l a third de(*lar<‘d it put lu'r (piitt‘ out of 
IcmjM*!'. and a fourth wisluMl slu‘ eould sh‘i*p till it 
Avas finer, the s^usdeers either did not well i*(*i»‘ard 
the i!'.(‘aninLi' (»f their woi'ds. or had formed an extra- 
ordinary estimate of misery and wri‘telK‘dness, as 
well as of thr \aliie of time, and the pri‘ser\atives of 
i;ond-liumour. And J hejU’an to 1 k‘ something; im- 
))ationt, uhon on<* remarkcsl at soim* h‘nL*th on tlu^ 
wmidoi-ful shorttMiiiur of the days, whieh, as it usually 
(M-nir** in No\(*ml»er, I thoiiirht seai<*ely miu^ht m‘(‘d 
a remark, mueh le^'S an expression of sur|>rise <n* 
e omplaint. The sij jeet next in sueeession was that 
ol dress. Here, too, the li^entle eritie must eoneede 
^oiiK'th.inii' to Avhat makes a neta‘ssai*y ]>art of a 
A\ Oman's Imsiness; and so 1 was Aery ])ati(‘nt for a 
AAhil(‘. Hut, indeed, this suhj(*et so far outlived its 
jiiedtM-es'sor. tlu* remarks AA(*re so useless, the (‘ai^er- 
ne*''- so disju-oportioned to the oeeasion, the im[>or- 
tance attached to it sr) much too ij^reat, and the (‘X- 
penditnre of tlionc'ht on it so very oIia ions, I h(‘i»an 
to be well-nigh weary of niy listening, when it 
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divorpfod a little from dress in tlu‘ al»<triu4, to divss 
in the a])|diejiti(>n, and all the djesses of all the 
ladies in the parish, red, hliie, and hlaeh, Sinulay 
aiid working-day, were niiiiihered, deserilxM.!, and 
dis<*usse<l. 

But wo to him whose diseontent would ha>e a 
(iliange at any rat(‘, before In* knows for what I From 
the dress w(* (lassed to the jiersons, and from tJie 
])ersons to the affaii-s, of others. WJiat was before 
but us(‘l(‘ss, now luMfaine iniM*lih‘vous. Words were 
rej)ea ted, tales were fold, surmises were whisjuTed, 
]MU‘uliarities w(U'e niiniiek(*d, falst‘hoo<ls were eireii- 
lat(Ml, and truths were ridieiiled. The only h(>]>e 
that ])ronused some limit to the evil eireulated was, 
that as all talked at onee, no one <*oiil<l nu-eive 
rnueh impressiou from what anotlu‘r said. But 1, 
the silent Listener, did — for J obstM’viMl that one in 
j)artieular A\as st) addieted t<» exaggeration, that if 
she told a trutli, it became a falsehucMl (ui her li|)s — 
another was so possesse<l with the image of self, (hat 
even in talking of others, she ue\er failed to jmsh 
in the J and tin* me at cwer\ seiiteiiee, either by the* 
way of comparison, or simile,- or illustration — and 
another was m), if jiot en\iou>, at h,*asi censorious, 
that she i*eplied with a but to <‘\ery the least sug- 
gestion of merit, or palliation of demi'rii, in another 
— in a fourth. 1 remarked that her opinion changi'd 
so ra]>idly, in one thing only was she decid(‘d, that 
of differing fn)m whoever hajipened to be heal’d last 
— another was so absolutely eeriaiii of every thing. 
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one was alnio>t eonstrainod to Ik'lievi* lior an v\v- 
witness of all tliat luitl j)assed in the three kinuthMus 
sinee she was born, and for twenty years before. 
Ibit no one inor(‘ displeas<‘d me than a little la<i\, 
Avho could assinne (‘\t‘ry IxhIn's eonntenanee, mimic 
every body’s tone of ^oiee, and caricature e\eiy 
body's maniK'rs. 

Full fno yood hours more had elajj^^eil before tht‘ 
conversation had j»ro<iTessed thronit'h all tliesi* shatles 
of snbj<*('t, and th(‘rt‘ cairn* a. transition lor nhich J 
could not w('ll account ; it having* arisi'ii in a, corner 
whi'iice I i'ould not distinctly h(*ar amid the tumult, 
liut sudd(‘nlv it sfM'Uied to me, from <a‘rtain words 1 
cauii’ht. that my younir part\ N\i‘re sju'akinj^ ui‘ ridi- 
ii'iou. 1 was not h»nu- indoubt how the conviTsalion 
mieht haNe jkismmI fiami things so frisoloustoa theme 
so im|»oi*tant : for I so<»n was docuneil to know that 
tlie iVivolity of talk does not <lej)end upon its sub- 
ioct. Thest‘ youni»' critics nere talkini*’. indeod, of 
].*ieachers, ami of sermons, and (d‘ last Sunday's 
and c lio was there, and who ou,<;ht to 
h.na' been there an<l wa'' not. Ami one ministiT 
\'a'' I'ompared with another, and one extolled, and 
the othei' depi'eciated. And the last sermon at their 
]>a!l''h church, which se<*med to be tolerably w(‘ll 
r<Miieiiibrrt‘d. was eh>M‘ly criticised — uiie liked this 
]>ai t, and one <lid not like that part, and some ridi- 
«'uled aial e\en mimicked the jieeuliarilii's in the 
expre-sion and manner of (he jua'aeher. And then 
the mistakes and incim^isteneies of all the religious 
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peo|>l(‘ ill tlu'lr oirclt? of w(‘r<‘ liiiitod 

aii<l woiidfrcd at, and \c‘rv eon.scMciitiDiisly liowailod. 
It was a ])oint as ditlioult, iiidood, as it soi*nu‘d to l»o 
iin])ortaiit, to dc'tcniiiiK*, amid coiitiictin^' opinions, 
wlio ainonnst rln^m wcro to (•onsi«l(‘n‘(I ivliyioiis, 
and who w(‘i*(‘ not. Ami so tluw wt‘nt on — JUit 1 
forlxnT to list<*n. Tlie night's incri'asino- chillnoss 
warm'd mo tlionoo — and as I hotook myself to my 
solitary Jiomo, 1 tried in vain to reeall, (A‘ wliat 1 
liad heard, (mk* sin]L»le expression of leeliniLr, one 
thoiiiilit that hespoke relle<*tion, one hr«‘atliinn' of 
])iety, eultivation, or good sense. Vet had J. reason 
to helieve tlie young persons possi'ssed all these — 
they had heeii earefully, politely, and religiously 
educated — they know mueh, and }>rohahly felt mueh 
— Why then was it so? Fr<un hahit simply — hahit, 
unresist<'d hy (fliers when they were younger, and 
now unresisted hy themselves, growing every year 
more inveterate, shortly to become loo diliieult to 
eom[uer. J)is|K'rsed in s<K*iety where goo<l sensi*, 
juety, and intelleet, give the tom? to the discourse, 
these young j»eople would be found sih'iit, reserved, 
and eud»arra.ssed, wishing in vain they had w<u’ds in 
which to clothe their thoughts, or courage to exjiress 
their feelings, and ask elucidation of their <]oubts. 
And their minds must ha\e more than the ordinary 
])ower t)f resistance, if they come not exentually to 
jirefer the company of the t riding, the Irivolous, and 
the senseless. 

Mean time the Oracle of Wisdom has declared, 
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‘‘ Tin* tlioiiirlii f»f foolislmoss is sin/’ Wliat sin, 
tlirii, in its lial/itual and i*on1irni(‘(l oxjnvssinn, 1m*- 
by habit th<‘ Jan‘rnair<' nl* our lives I What sin 
in till* |)er\<‘rsinn of that ]>ow(‘r whost* iiso is unliinite<l 
ill L^ond — in trlliim* fortli the jn'aisos of (Jod— in 
sjM'akinLT ('<uidbi*t to the* sufferinu: — in ‘»i\inir iidbr- 
iiiati(»n to thoM* tliat know not — in addiiii*- the liinhest 
zest to inrrllo(‘tnaI ]»!<‘asiir<**i — tlie most (‘X(jnisite 
(‘nioMiiont to social intereoursi* I JialionaJ eon- 
\<*rsation i*- the means above* all otbers (‘al(*ulat(‘d 
to e(H*r(‘(*t onr mental (‘vrors, t(> shamt* oiir s(‘llish 
]>a^'-ions, to eoiroet the false* estimate* we* form ed* 
emrsel\(*s, and indne'e* a libe‘ral ami be‘m‘Voh'nt e*on- 
side'i’ation of the* fe*e*linirs eef enhe*rs. It is the* L»e‘nial 
lire* ajejilie-d from time* te» time. t(» saM* the* lK‘art from 
the* ie*y eohlne*^^ that steals n|i<m it 'miel the* se'lfish 
oe'e'lijiatiolis e»f the* ^^e)rle|. It is the* e)\e*rlle»W e>f 
iboliiies tiMi bii»' f<»]* the* bosom to Imlel ami be* at 
jM*ae*e‘. It is the* e»e*nth* eMmse>latie>n that ne*ithe*r aito, 
imr x.irow, iieir infirmity, forbiels to ns — the* elranuht 
e‘bli\i(>ns. in uhie*h ^nffe'i-in^:, tin* most |»oie»iiant, ean 
lor a while* fori;'e*t itse*lf — the* oilsjirinn' e>f e‘eni1ide‘ne*e‘ 
ami lo\e. In-iter thriNini;' em the* he*arth of eh>me*stie* 
]»ri\ae*y. than in the* sullen s|»h*nelonrs e»f elissipation. 

Ami is it e*ve‘n so, that of a ejift like* this, we* make* 
an in''trnme*nt ed follv — to elisvipate* e*\ei’v se*rie)ns 
thouiiht— to j>ut te) the* blush ev(*ry rinhl fe‘<*lini;' — te> 
eli''>e*niinate' 1alM*he»od and miscliief — woiinel eithers, 
ami eeirrnpt ourselveij ? 
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No. IV. 

TOLL WO. 

Sli(‘ for Ikt lutiiililo splion* ri.it ur«* tit, 

Ihis little vuuterstMiiliiif; anil no nil, 

Keceivc'. no praise; Init tlKUi^li her lot l>e muI', 

Toilsome anil inili;;ent. she remlers niiuli 
Just kiiuns, 011(1 kiious nu mure, iier llihle true. 

('t/VM'F.l:. 

Ali. wlio (‘iitiM* tin till' world :in' in ])nrsnit of Inip- 
])in(‘.'i.s ; (‘.‘tell OIK* <jiK*stions of tUiolltor wln'i't* it is, 
or funcics 1k* ]K*i'c(*i\'os it from afar: Init vrrv f(Mv 
roiir<‘.'"i lliat iIk'v liavt* found it. IMk* a (Uini*:. >lart- 
inii- in(o lift* witli sani»’unu* liojics anti .sjiirits nay, 
it t‘V(‘rv Avitort* : tin* inon* ex)it rit‘n(*('d. liaA- 
ini»‘ sonn'lif it lonn’ JUkI ftnmd it not, docidt* that it 
is noA^l!t‘r(‘. TIk* moralist tolls ii's there i.*' no siieh 
th.inn'. The historian almost jiroves it hy tin* mis<*rit‘s 
Ik* d( tails. Po\a*rty says. It is not A\ith me — and 
Wealth says, \ot Avith im*. S|ileiKloiir dashi's hy 
tin* eottane door. lK*a\es the rieh jewel on lu*r hosom 
Aviih a sio-h, and says tin* dwelh*rs tlK*n' are hapjiier 
than she is. IVnury looks out Ujion lK*r as she 
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juis'ios, loatlu'S lior own ])ortion, ami sili'ntly onvios 
wliar slio must not share. Ignorauco, with <la/zloil 
an<I Tu is) mini rig evo, admires tlu‘ leai*ned, and es- 
t(‘<‘m.s tliein hajipy. Leaiaiing <l(H*i(h‘s that igno- 
raii(*<* is hlis.s," and lu'wails the enlargmmMit of 
ea])a(*ity it eannot fiml enough to till. AVlierever 
\>e ask, tlH‘ answer is still, ‘‘ S(‘ek iiiillim*.” Is it 
so, tlu'ii, that there is no hajipiiu^ss on eai'th Or 
if it does (‘xist, is if a thing of eireuinstaneo, eontiiu'd 
to certain states, de)u*ndent on rank ami station — 
li(‘re to-day am] g<nie to-niori*ow, in niisci-ahle de- 
|H‘ndt‘n(*(‘ <in the easualties of life? W(‘ are ofttMi 
;ek<‘d tile (jnesfi<ni hy tlH)s«‘ hy whom the is 

yet untried, >Nho, eseii in tlu* s|»'ing-tiim* of their 
nui-fh. ar(‘ n-'cd (o hear the eoiuplaints of all around 
tliem, and uell nia\ wonder what th(‘V nu'an. 
aliect not to answer <|iiesiion.s which hcmu* fAert‘ 
ans’.\aT(Hl yet— hul we can tel! a storv of soinetning 
that oui’ ear has heardi and <»ur (wt* has s(‘en, and 
tii.il maii\ besides can testily to lie the truth. Ami 
Well may we, who often li.-ten to what we like 
ni»t, Im‘ allow e«] for onee to tell a ])l(‘asani tale. 

Idstant something mort* than a mile iVnin the 
Niiiane ol in Leiet‘sters]iir(‘, at th(‘ lower 

cMreiuity ol a st“eji ami ruggi'd lano, was seen an 
ol>s«'\ire and nielaneiiolN hovtd. "Jdie <loor stood not 
wide to iii\ iti* (jhseiwation ; the i‘Jii‘ei*l‘ul lire gleamed 
not through the easement to exeite attention from 
the |»assc>iiger. The low I'oof and outer wall wi'ro 
but just ])Oivei\ed among the branches of tlie hedge- 
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raw — iinciilturi'd and untriiniiiod — that I'an l)t‘t\vooii 
it and tlir i(<ad. As if tlim* wert* nothin”- thorn that 
any onn mi,u:ht senk, n<i way of acccvs^ presonted 
itself. ;in<l tlin st(‘p of cnriosity tliat would jMjrsist in 
fiiidin”' tMitranco, must pass over mud and brier to 
obtain it. Jlaviii”- reached the <loor with ditfuailty, 
a. si‘j:ht ]»ri‘sentod itself MU‘h as tlu* e\(‘ of d(‘lieaey 
is not used to look upon. It was not tlu‘ ”ay eon- 
teiitedness <»!“ ]>easant life that poets tell of, aud 
]>ros]>(‘rity srmu'times stooj>s to en\y. It was not the 
laboin-er l•e^tin^- from his toil, the ruddy child (‘X- 
nltiii”- in its hard, s(*ant meal, the housewife sintrin.ir 
blitlu‘ly at her whis^I, the rej>ose ot' health aud fi‘ar- 
l(‘ssness — pi<-tur<‘s that so often ])ersuad(‘ us happi- 
ness has h(‘r dsNelliug in the eabius of the ]>oor. 
Th(‘ room A\as dark and dirty — tluMi^ was nothing 
on the ualb but the bare beams, too ill joimnl to 
exelmle tlu* weatluu*, with ereviees in vain atlemj>ted 
to be sto|ip(‘d by rent and mouhh'd papt-r. A few 
broken uteiisils hung about the room — a table ami 
som(‘ broken <*hairs were all the fiirnitui-e, exet‘pt 
what seemed int(‘ude<I for a bed, yet prcmiisetl little 
repose. The eloM* and smoky .atmosphere of the 
apai-tment ga\e to it the last eolouring of dise(»m- 
Tort and dist‘as(\ ^Vithin tliert' sat a lignrt‘ su(*h as 
tlu^ ]K*neil wt‘ll might eluK>se for the jnu-trait of 
wret<‘heilness. Quite grey, ami ver> old, ami seareeJy 
clothed, a woman was sei*n sitting by the fir(‘-place, 
sei'iningly unconscious of all that ]>assed around her. 
Her features were reiiiarkably laige, and in expres- 
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sioii liarslj — luT Avhitt* liair, turned lau*k tVnni llie 
lorrlK'nd. luiny; lirr sli()iild(.‘r> — I um* 

wit lim'd arm, str('T«‘lR‘d without motion on hor kiu'o, 
ill form and colonrinir sooim'd nothinif tliat had JiM'd 
— hm* »‘vi‘ wa" 1i\otl on th<* wall hotorc Imr — an 
r\jii‘o>sion of siith'i'ini:*, and a faint inoMMiiont ol* tho 
li]i. alono iiiv inii' tokiai of oxistoiuv. 

I'lacod witli hor hark towards tin' door, slm ]H'r- 
(mmmmI not till.' int rnsion, and whilr I ]>aiisr<l to listen 
and to ij^a/.r. 1 miuht ha\(‘ dererminod that hero at 
least was a ''jiot where ha|»jan(‘ss eonld not <lw<*ll — 
one heine'. at k'Ust, t<* whom enjoyment upon earth 
imist ho foi'hidden Ir external eireiims(an<*i‘--w'ith 
wlwnn to li\e was nf neeivssity to he wi’etelied. 
^\'eil miuhl the I/istiMier in sueh a seette as this 
ho stal l led hy e\pre.ssiuns of delight, strangely eoii- 
tias|(‘.i with the murmurs we tin' useil to hear amiil 
th* wo!‘ld s ;d»undaiM'e. I»ut it was e\en so. I'l’om 
the pale shiiNollod lips oi‘ this pool* woman we heard 
a whispoiinL; expression of enjoyment, seai'eel\ arti- 
eidato, yet Hot so liiv hut that We eouhl distiiiLfuIsli 
the Wind-. “ I )«'li^ht{\d,*’ “ riappy.’’ 

A- wo adsaiieed with the hesitation ol' disgust 
into the unsi^htlN hovel, the old woman looked at 
Us wiih kindness. l»\it without emotion, hade us he 
si-alod. and, till ipiestioned, showed \ei‘v little ineli- 
natioii ti» spoak, Heinii' tisked how she did, she at. 
lirsf rojdiod. ••Very ill," thi'ii hastily added. “My 
eareisv js ill__lait I am wadi, very well." And then 
she laid her hea<l inion a eold, hlaek stone, project- 
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ing from tl»o Avail bcsido lli(‘ fir(‘-]>laoo, as if unaMc 
to siip]>ort if longer. AVe remarked that it Avas had 
AA'eather. she answered — then hastily eor- 

reeting h(‘rs(‘ir — Xo. not had — it is (hxl AlmightA^'s 
Aveather, and eannol he had.'* — “ An" yon in ])ain ? 
Av<" aske<i — a question seareely iH'eessary, so ])lainly 
did h(‘r inoveimMits ludray it. ‘‘ A’(‘s, always in pain 
— hilt not such jiain as my Saviour sntl'enMl for 
itu" — his ]iain Avas Avorso than mini" — mine does not 
signify. ’ Some remark being made on the wretehed- 
ness (d* her dwi^lling, her stern f(‘atnr(‘s almost relaxed 
into a smile, and she said she did not think it so; 
and Avislied ns all as luqqiy as hersi'lf. As she 
showed littli" disposition to talk, and never made 
any remark till asked for it, and then in Avords as 
few and simph" as .night (‘Xpress lu‘v m(‘aning, it Avas 
slowly and hy reiterated ijiiestions that Ave eoiild 
draAV from her a sinqile tale, living asked if tha,^ 
Avas all the hed shi* had on Avhieh to s]<M‘p, she said 
shi* sehlom sh*])t, and it was h»ng that she had not 
hei'ii ahle to nnilress hi'i-'^elf — hut it Avas on that 
straw she jiassed the Jiight. \\"e asked Ikt if the 
night seemed not very long. ‘‘Xo — not long,” she 
ansAAvred — “never long — I think of (lod all night, 
ami Avhen the eoek eroAVs, am snrjnised it comes so 
soon.” — “And thi" days — ^ a'ou sit here all day, in jiain 
and nnahle to move — are thi" days not long?” — 
“ Hoav ean they he long? 1> not He Avith me? 
Is it not all up — ^iq>?” an expri*ssion she frequently 
made use of to descrihc the joyful eleAution of her 
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mind. On sayinp: she passed much time in prayer, 
she was asked for what she prayed. To this slie 
ahvays ansAvered, “ Oh ! to go, you know — to ge — 
wlu?ii Ho j)leases — not till He i>leases.” To express 
the facility she found in pravtT, she once said, it 
s**eined as if Iht prayers Avere all laid out ready f(W 
luT ill Iht he(i. Hut time would fail us to repeat 
the Avords, brief as they Avere, in Avhieh this ag(‘il 
saint exjiressed her gratitude to th(> Saviour vvh<» 
dird for her — her (‘njoyiiient of the (iod avIio ahodi' 
with her — I kt expectations of the heaven to which sh«' 
Avas halting —and jierfeet contentt‘dm‘ss Avith her 
earthly jMirtion. It proAcMl on impiirv to Ih‘ Averse 
than it appi‘ari‘d. The outline <d’ her hist(>ry, as 
gathen'd at diiler(‘nt tim<‘s from lier OAvn lips, Avns 
t hi> : — 

Il(‘r hiishand's name Avas IVg ; her oami being 
Mary, sIk* was usually knoAA'ii by the appellation of 
Hull I\?g. and ha<l been long reiiKMiibered in the 
vlllaire, as living in extreme ]>OA'erty, ami going about 
to beg }>a(M»n at ♦ hristmas time. Her youth had 
b‘*en ])assed in Si'i’viee of various kinds ; and thougli 
sle* did not knoAv her age, it a]>pi‘ared from jmblic 
events Avhii'h slie remembered to have ])as.sed Avhen 
she Avas a girl, that she could not be less than 
eighty. Later in life she had ke]>t sluu'p upon the 
forest hills, and, in the simplicity of her heart, AA-ould 
speak of her days of jirosperity A\dien she had tAvr» 
shoe]! of lier own. She could not read — but from 
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lit tend divin(‘ s(Tvi(‘(» Inid lu'oonio familiar with 

the ian^na,i‘*e ef Seri]»tiire, and knew, tlioncfh hitluTto 
sh(* did not rc‘i!:nrd. the ]>romis(*s and throatonincfs it 
contains. Wo know nothinii: c»f Ikt ])revioiis cliarac- 
tt‘r; tliat of Ikt Imshand and family was very had — 
Imt Ave are not informetl tliat hers Avas so. The first 
earn(‘st riTnrioRs f(‘cVmji^ she rcdatcMl of herself, Avas 
felt some sliort time ]»re\doiis; aaIk^ii Avalkinu: alone 
in th(‘ fu'lds, she hethoin^ht herself of her har<l fate 
— a youth of toil, an old aije of Avant and mis(‘ry — 
and if she must iro to h<‘ll at last, how dr(*adfiil Avas 
Ikt jtortion ! Struck Avith the appallinir thonglit. sh(* 
kiK'lt doAvn heneath the h(‘di^(‘ to ]>ray — the first 
time, ]K*rha|)s, that lu^artfolt and earnest ]>rayer had 
lyone np to TTeaven from her li]>s. 

Mot v(‘ry lonif after this, as av(* nmh'rstand, the 
old Avinnan Avas taken ill. and nnahh' to move* from 
the straAA', at that time her only IkmI, in a loft ov(T 
lh(‘ ajairtment Ave have desiTihed — wher(‘. littl(‘ shel- 
t(Te<l hy the hi-okeii roof and less Iw the laes tliat 
scarcely ci>A(*rcd her, she' lay (‘X|K)sed to the inch*- 
iiKMicies of the AA'<'ath(*r, Avithont money to support 
or friend to comfort Ikt. Jt Avas in this situation 
that her mind, dAAdlinu: ]»rohal>ly on the thint^s that 
in health ]>assed hy her unreirardtsl, rec(‘ivi‘d the 
stronc: and lasting impression of a vidon she thought 
she heheld, ])rol>ahly in a dream, though she herself 
h(‘li(*A'ed that sin* Avas AAaking. Jn id(*a she saAv tin* 
hroad road and the narroAA', as described in Scrijiture. 
In the broad road, to use her oavii exju'essions, there 
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\v(‘iv ninny Avalkin<x ; it was smooth ami plonsant, 
an<l tlu*y irot on last — ^Imt tlu* oml of it was dark. 
On tlio narrow road slio liorsolf was troailinu:, and 
sonic few otlicrs — hut tho way was niu’i»’od — sonn* 
turned hack, and otIuTs sat down unahle to jirooeed. 
Slie ]ier>i‘lf advaiUHsl till she rtnieluHl a ]»hn*e nion* 
heautiful, slie said, than any thinu: to which she 
could eoin|iar(‘ it. When asked wliat it was like, 
she eniild not say, hut that it Avas vi*ry hriirht, and 
that there were many sitfinir tluTe. 15eini>- </ut's- 
tiom‘d A\h(> th<‘S(‘ w<‘re — s1k‘ said tluy nann* Jik<‘ 
men. hut larirer and mon* heautiful, and all dressed 
in Li 1 it teri nil’s — such was hm* exjunvssion — and om* 
wa> more heautiful than the rest, whom she kn(*w 
to he tie* Sa\iour, heeause of his ri‘adin(‘ss ami kind- 
ne>- ill riM'civinu: her. Hut the most phsnsine- im- 
])res'>ion seemed to he left hy tln^ Il.‘dli‘hijahs this 
eomjiany were siniilnir. She was told hy Him she 
knew to he tin* Saviour, tliat sh(‘ must ^o hack for 
a little tiim*, and tlfU should eoim‘ a^aiii to dwell 
with tliinii for ever. 

'rims ended her vision — hut not so th(‘ imjun'ssion 
it made. 'Fhe n'eolleetion of the se(‘iie she had wit- 
n'‘ssrd, ami <*f tin' liliss tliat ha<l hemi promised Ikt, 
Avas th(‘ sotiree of all luT ha]»pim‘ss. 'Ihirniuit h(*r 
eye from (‘arth to heaA'eii, ami fixing all her thoughts 
on that et<‘nuty to Avhieh she Avas hastening, it left 
her. not what sh(‘ before ha<l been, AATeteh(*(l eii 
(‘Mrth ami unmimlful of any thing beyond — hut willi 
a h(‘art deejily irnjiressed Avith the love ami mercy 
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of God, fully and iiiulouhtodly relying oii her Sa- 
viour’s promise, and proving the reality of those 
feelings hy earnest dt‘votion, and most cheerful ae- 
<iuiescenee in Ikt MakcT’s Avill. It was not the 
fervour of a first impression — the enthusiasm of an 
excited imagination. She survived six or seven years, 
but time made no change on Iut feelings. She 
passed those years in the extreme of povcTtv, de- 
pendent on the alms of soim‘ f(‘w ])orsons who knew 
and visited her : she ]>asse<l them in ])ain and helj»- 
^essness ; mocked and ill-treate<l hy her husband and 
her sons, and insulted often by her unfeeling neigh- 
bours, who came to laugh at her devotion, and 
ridicule her hopes. I'or th(‘se, .as well as for some 
who visited her for kinder jmrposes, she had but one 
answer — she w ished tlumi all like her ; prayed that 
they might only bo as ha]>py as herself. When told 
what she h.ad seen w .as a mere dream and a delusion 
she said it did not signify to tell her that — she had 
seen it, and it was tlie reeollo<*tion of it that made 
her nights so short .and her days so ha])j>y. ‘‘ And 
w'h.at does it sigiiLly,” she .‘Khled, “ th.'it th(*y sw ear 
at me, and tell me I am a foolish old w'oman — don’t 
I know how' hapjiy I am?"' During the nrnny ye.ars 
that she survived, the minister of the ])arish s.aw her 
constantly, and found little variation in her feelings, 
none in her firm adherence to the t.ale she at first 
had told, and the porsu.asion that what she had seen 
was a blessed reality, sullicient to make her happy 
in every extreme of earthly wretchedness. And he 
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saw Ikm* (lie, as sho lia<l lived, in holy, calm, .and con- 
fuhait reliance on her Saviour’s promise. 

To what ] have Avritten, I could find much to a<ld, 
havinir notes of all that passed during the protracted 
vears of this devoted Avomaii’s life. l>ut my pur- 
])ose was not to make a story. I have witnessed 
only to what I saw, and n^jieated only what my e.ar 
has listened to. And 1 have re])eatod it hut to prove 
that the ha])piiu*ss which all men seek, and most 
com]»lain they find not, has sometimes an abode 
Avhere we slnnild least ex]KM*t to find it. This is .an 
extrtmio ease — I'xtreme in ment.al enjoyment as in 
i‘.\t(‘rnal misiay. Ilut it is true. And if it he so, 
that a being (h‘haiTed the commonest comforts of life, 
almost of the light and air of heaven, suffering, and 
incapable <‘ven to clothe herself, or cleanse her 
unsightly dwelling, could yi‘t pass years of so much 
hap]»im‘ss, that lu'r w.armest ex])ri‘ssion of gratitude 
to her bem‘factors was to wish them a jiortioii .as 
hajjpy as h(‘r <ovt. —what are Ave to say to those, 
Avho, .amid the overlloAv of sublunary good, make the 
Avide Avorld resound Avith their com]>lainings ? Hoav 
are avc to understand it, that, Avhile blessings arc 
frhowered around us as the summer rain, there is so 
little real hapjiiness on earth? — lb*cause Ave seek it 
not aright — we seek it Avhere it is not — in outAvard 
circumstance .and external good, .and n(‘glect to sc^'k 
it, Avhere alone* it dwells, in the close ch.ambers (»f 
the bosom. W e Avoidcl have a ha]>]>iness in time 
iiRh‘pendent of eternity — avc Avuiild liave if intb*- 
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TlirTH. 

Si» luiicli of tlu* ]ini>]>uu‘ss iif s«*c*j;il life is doritod iVorn tin* use uf 
ami so i)rt»titJfS> \v<»ultl tlu* luerr j>ov\er of l.iu^'ua^e be Inn 
for tlu* truth that dietutes it, that tho ahsoiiei' of the eoutiileuce whii h 
is jdaet'il ill our deeJaratioiis iiui^ not merely he iii the hi;,*hest decree 
ini'urious t(» tlie individual, hut would (end, if .i^em ral. to tlirou ha, h 
tin* whole rare <tf maidviini into that harharisni from uhieh tiny have 
cmer^-ed. * 

Dll Bkown. 

yv^\Llvl^t; one moriiiilij: in tlu* iit- an luuir 

Avlu*!! tliort* is littk* to llstoii to, (*xci‘])t tlu* snuill 
twiitfriiii’- of tlu* wakfful lark, tlit* distant iootstt*])s 
of rlu* cattk*, aiul tko coarst* voices of tlicir drivers 
]»r.*]*ariiiir to fortli to their lahour, 1 desm*d at 
Icd't to lu’ar, >vliat all who will listen may, a word 
of triitli from the >till voiet? of nature. Tlu*re is 
so strikiiiii’ an alHiiity hetwt‘en the iiutral and the 
natural world, reseinhlint*: eonse<iuenees so surt‘ly 
roMiltiim’ from resemhlini^ eaiises, one might imagine 
tlu* world of things inanimatt* had been roniu*d and 
fraiiu'd hut as a jfieture to show forth what is parsing 
within ns, and warn ii> of the things that aifeet our 
moral welfare; a fahh*, as it were, of which we are 
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to find the moral, and apply it to ourselves. There 
is scarce a moment of our lives in which, if we be 
pleased to pause and look around, we may not learn 
a useful lesson from something that is ])assing among 
the natural objects that encompass us. 

The garden that morning was very gaily dressed 
— the Moss-rose drooped its head, overladen with 
the weight of dew that was upon it, more beautiful 
in its tears than when opening in full splendour 
to the mid-day sun. The pale LiJ}', scentless and 
colourless, seemed in its spotless purity to shun the 
charms that embellished other flowers. And the 
Pink, and the gay Pansy, and numberless others, 
were tliere, all ranged in correct and beautiful order, 
unmixed with any noxious or unsightly wood : e-Y- 
oopt that on one single spot I marked the first germ 
of sometliing that did not seem to be a flower, and 
yet, having no distinct form, could not well be deter- 
mined to be a weed. I paused a moment in thought 
to pull it up — Put what harm was there in it ? It 
bore but two small leaves, and why not let it grow ? 
And so it grew — and in a fevr weeks it spread far 
and wide its rank, luxuriant branches — the flowers 
that crept u])ou the soil were smothered beneath it, 
w'hilc its taller neighbours wawe encompassed by its 
leaves. And each morning as I renewed my walk, 

I marked the growth of the unsightly weed, spread- 
ing farther and farther to mar the neatness and 
beauty of the border. Its roots had mingled with 
the roots of the tender flowers, its branches had 
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interwoven with their branches, and it would now 
be a task of difficulty to part them without injury. 

And on the last morning that I walked tlierc, 1 
bethought myself of what tliis weed might resemble, 
that from so small and innocent a beginning, had 
grown into such speedy and abundant miscliief. Alas ! 
there were many things that it resembled but too 
closely. Many were the vices that came into my 
mind as the results of early indulgence — But in as 
much as this garden had been richly cultivated and 
fairly kept, and but for the ra])id growth of this 
neglect(‘d weed, had seemed almost without a ble- 
mish, there was one thing in particular it seemed to 
me to resemble ; for 1 ha<l known that vice to subsist 
in minds of considerable cultivation, and hide itself 
under very higJiIv-j)oIis/ied manners ; tiie single 
bicjmisli of an else fair character. 

As the ground, accursed for our sake, when left 
unwatched, brings forth the poisonous weed, so the 
human heart, if unchecked in its propensities, will 
l)ring forth evil — but none, ]>erhaps, so s])ontaneously 
as falsehood. There ^eems to be from earliest infancy 
a disposition to it, and it is generally the first groat 
fault a eliild becomes guilty of. 

Falsehood, in its grosser form, is so palpable a 
sin, and so revolting, that we n(‘ed say nothing here 
to prove it s(i. The full-grown weed not any one 
would spare, eould they find means to root it ^mt. 
But the weed was a weed, before it seemed so, and 
the poison was already in its root. Ami so arc there* 
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forms of fillseliood that excite no disgust, and create 
hut small uliinn, if any, ^Yhcn first detected in the 
cliaracter — nay, are too often fostered and encou- 
raged. 

Had Anna told a direct falsehood in her infancy, 
slie would havi* hoen corrected with seriousness — 
tise guilt of it would have been made ])lain to lier, 
and ev( ?-y projuT ni(‘ans (Mn]>loyed to lu’cveut a n?- 
eurreiici* of tlie fault. Ihit no one gave heed to tiu^ 
slight inaeeuraeies int<i which she was betrayed by 
a lively inmginatiou an<l a hurried mode of i‘X]>rcs- 
sion — h(‘r mistalu‘s excited mirth, and were not 
seldom rt‘p(‘ated in her pre.sen<*(‘, as ])roofs of wit or 
subj(‘('ts of amusement. So welcome a lesson was 
l>rom[>tly h?arm‘d, and wliat was at first cart^kssness 
soon became design. The plain and simjde truth 
gained no attention ; a very litth^ exaggeration would 
make mirth for herself and lu‘r eom])anions. In 
all this Anna meant no sin — and diu’ing her ehild- 
liood, ]>erhaps, it scarcely might amount to sin, 
because it <leeeive<l no one and injured no out*. Hut 
th(* rank weed grew aj)aee. From exaggerating by 
design, she grew so accustomed to it, that it becaim' 
almost impossibh^ to her to speak literally. One 
hour was, by hei* reckoning, .always thi*t‘e — hun- 
dred stooil for twenty — (*very rood was a juile, .and 
evta-y common accidiait a marvel, if not an inqiossi- 
])ility. These may seem trifles, and so perha]Ks they 
Avert' — but they did not kmg continue so — The 
])rattle of the child grew into the converse of the 



TIIK LISTKNER. 


4 :^ 


woman — and whore was tlion the tnitli too saerod 
to Jff snrrifj(‘C(l to Anna s wit !’ Tlie words of otlu is 
(Iistorte<h tiudr actions iiiiseonstrned, and thi'ir allairs 
misstated, to make tlumi ridieidons and herself amii- 
sini»‘. From (‘xa^ygeralion to invention is Imt a ])as.s 
imi)ere(‘ptil»le — no matt(‘r who was wronged or who 
deeei\cd — liahit lu'ul ahsorhed tlie sense of wrong, 
and a laugh ha<l heeome th<* j>riee eni’rent for a li(\ 
Tlu*s(‘ lies, ]»erhaps, were not imsuit to injure — 
Init every falsehood may injure, whate\(T he in- 
t(‘ndi‘d. Anna, at tirst, gave pain Avitlu»ut knowing 
it. l)iit she <*ould not stop luTe. ^riu‘ri‘ ai'c* o<‘ea- 
sions in ev(TV one’s life where a fals(‘hood may s(‘rv(‘ 
our present int(‘rests — wIhmh' a falsehood may gratify 
oui‘ resentment, may shield ns from ilisgraee, or 
seeiin* us a triumph over thost‘ who eonteml with us. 
AVonId Anna pause when thes<‘ oeeasions eaim‘ ? 
AVoiild s1m‘, who told falsehoods daily without a 
motive, lu‘sitat(‘ when it eoidd serve some imjxa tant 
])ur]M.isi‘ y AVheii passion was exeited and interest 
at stake, would slu*, for the lirst time in her life, 
sto|> to eoiisider the • riminality of sa> ing w hat wa.^ 
n<»t true;* No — Anna will surely tell at last, if it 
serve.-^ her juirpose, the most injurious and deliheratii 
fals( 'hood. 

Now, In»W(’ver tin* world may join in with the 
laugh, howexer willingly the idle may listen and the 
thoughtless applaud, such a eharaeter is not esteeim d. 
Th e gay and the giddy may sivk them wIm'U they 
W'ould hj amused, hut friendship takes them not to 
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her bosom — ^feeling holds no communion Avith tluiin 
— sorrow asks of them no comfort — wisdom takes 
with them no counsel — candour, simjdicity, and good 
sense, shrink instinctively from tlieir touch. How- 
ever brilliant, and however entertaining, however 
innocent, even in intention, the ]>erson whose word., 
are habitinilly not true, is lowered in the scah^ of 
moral creatures — tlu‘ir opinions Inive very little 
weight, their testimony is but little regarded, and 
their sincerity but rankly trusted : oven though they 
were never y(‘t guilty of a misi*hievous dee(‘j)tion. 
But w’c must look higher than this. There is One 
above us wdio himself is Truth, and to wdioin all that 
is not, must be hateful. He has promised to bring 
into judgment every idle word, and has already passed 
sentence upon the guilt of “ whosoever loveth and 
inaketh a lie.’^ Surely they are dangerous weapons 
these to make us sport with. With the utmost 
caution W'c may use, we shall not escaj)e the con- 
demnation, should H(* 1 k‘ extreme to mark our words. 
There is so much dece|)tion in our hearts, that w<» 
rarely even know the truth exactly ; and there is so 
much temptation to disguise or discolour it, that 
perhaps scarce a day goes by us in w hich w e are not 
betrayed into some evasion. The wood is too surely 
indigenous to the soil, and every hour that wo spare 
to check its grow'th, we spare an enemy that will 
sj>oil the lustre of our garden. The best, and the 
sw’ei‘test, and the purest in moral loveliness, will be 
attainted by its unhallowed touch. 
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Early let us go to our garden, and look if the 
small germ ho there — and every moj-ning i*eturn to 
see if it he coming. And mark w(‘ll tlie manner of 
its growth. It does not come at once, a hold and 
mischievous falsehood. Being in society, we hear 
something that hurts or otlends us — ih'siring that 
another should share our indignation or ivdress our 
wrong, we add to it, ])erha]>s, no more hut an aggra- 
vative tone. It is hut woundtMl feeling, t>r just ah- 
horrenee of sin: True — hut it is falsehood. Walking 
hy the way-side, we mec‘t an ohjt‘ct of distress — 
anxious to interijst others for their saki*, we exagge- 
rate the picture of suffering, or concisd its iation. 
Our motive is hut luMnwolence : Tnii‘ — luit it is 
falsehood. AV(‘ liave h(‘(‘n witness to souu* iiwidi'iit, 
or listeiKMl to somt* r<‘eital — a \ery little t‘nih(‘Hish- 
meiit will make it hiiddy mar\ellous, and (‘\cit<* 
iTit(Tcst or atlia-d aniust^mciit — no one can he harmed 
hy it : True — hut it is still falsehood. Well, the wt‘(‘d 
is fair and green — shall wt* let it grow on another 
day ? A\'e have committed stune fault — if we con- 
fes> it, we shame oursolv(*s for ever, ami sink in the 
esteem (‘f those we love. A falsehood for this time 
will conceal it, and we will <lo the wrong no more. 
True — hut another sin, and ])rt>l)ahly a greater, is 
added to the first, ami He who knows all is l(‘ft out 
of the acrcoiint. Being innocent, we have heen 
wronged, or we have heen tlu* unwilling occasion of 
wrong ; hy a falsehood, mischief may be j)revented 
— With no other defence in our power, we may 
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sur(‘ly provont criino, and secure ourselves from 
jiijurv. 3>ut tills is no more than to choose to 
c>urs(‘lvos the culprit’s j>art., and, heiii" innocoMit, 
voluntarily to claim "uilt on our behalf — ft is better 
to Slider inno(*eiit, than p^uiltN'^ to <‘sca])(‘. 3V(‘ are 

brouirht unawan^s into a situation in which, it* the 
truth bi‘ not denied, we shall seem unkind, uni^rate- 
fid, insineiTe. A\ e know that w(‘ are not so, thouirli 
a]>p(‘aranet*s are aiijainst us; falst*hood bi‘eomes hero 
but the servant of truth — we use it only to jirevent 
mistake. ]M(‘thinks imr fatal v»eed is growin^t now 
apace. That which at first seemed the handmaid of 
giMierous fe(‘ling, hath jiassed ovoi* to th(‘ service of 
self — not yet, it is true*, to serve any evil jiropeiisity 
or indulge any culpable desire. It s(‘ems but a fair 
background to s(‘t off our flow(‘rs. Let it grow on. 
llaril service truly has that ]>rop(‘nsity whiith on<'e 
is enlisted to wait on tin* selfish interests of man. 
Envy, j(*alousy, and emulation, anger, resentment, 
and revenge, ambition, vanity, and jiride — all tlieso 
make a ])art of liuman sellishnoss, and elaim to bt* 
served in their turn. The weapon is in a liand well 
]>raetised to its use. "When bt*tter ft'eling predo- 
minates, the use of it seems to be for good. But 
when passion surpi'ises us, eaii the well-])ractised 
hand forbi‘ai* the rt^ady Aveapon ? Knvy can, hy a 
word of falsehood, bear down its jiroud snjierior — 
(‘midation can, by a falsehood, jmss over the hea<l of 
its rival — revenge can sate itself, ang(*r can safedy 
spend itself in falsehood — pride, and A^anity, and am- 
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may sorved by it. And tlius wo bavo tiio 
wood i'ldl G:rown ! Wt* may iiso it nft(*nor <u* sol- 
domor, as tlio toinptatiou avisos, or as ]>assion imjK'ls 
— 1nit tliat wo shall uso it Avlion occasion urj^os, is 
lot donlttfid. A ml who now can toll the <h*to]*miry 
of the woo<l wo have s]>aro<l ? It may misvi‘]>r(‘sont 
the moj't intontion, it may hliirlit the fairest 

chaiaolor, it may attaint the holi«‘st niind, hiini^ 
ridiculo on tin* most sacro<l truths, hotray tin* m(»st 
^■onoious trust, destroy all conihlouct* ami Jionot 
intoreourso in so<‘ioty, and ]»r<woki* ami insult that 
hiirh. lioly. and omnist*it*iir lieinjj:. whom notliiiii;- t-an 
do<*eivo, ainl wlio Avill l><*ar with no d(*co]>tion. 

Faintly wo ha^ e skt*toln*d (In* mis<*hit‘is, ami faintly 
dooi'ilKMl tin* manner <»f tin* ijcrowth — Wo liav<‘ 
aiven some oxamj>h*s, hut tln‘y art* a f(*w amontj: a. 
tli<»u>aml. W(* warn you of tin* daniier of the lir>t 
tlo]»ar(uro fi’om trutli — <d’ tin* ]>layfid hramlisliini*’ of 
so dantrerous a woa]»on. Thus mm*li, at h*ast, must 
hi* ackno\vlo<lju-e<l — falsoho<«l is sin — sin can in*vor 
ho a trifle or a jest. 
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No. VI. 

CIimSTMAS TIME. 


() niiit bienhoureijso, <*n luquelle <‘.st nt; !«' Christ, io Si*ii[?iiPiir, jp 
te truuve beaucou]) phis claire vt plus rt!S)>lpiuUssante que tous Ics 
beaux jours de Tanuee; car tu as etc celairec de ce hel soleil d'eu 
haut, au re{;ard duquel le soleil meiiie ii'cst que tenchres I Jlien- 
lieureuse nuit, eii laquelle <m chantc Ic trioiitphe daus lu cicl, et on 
public la paix eu terre ftux huuiiucs, uuxcjuels Dieu prCnd son Lou 
plaisir t 

1>RKL1NC0VIIT. 

In ovory period of nature's story, attached tu every 
creed, and making a ])art of every mode of worsliip, 
religious festivals of some kind have been observed ; 
and they havt^ for tlu^ most jiart Avorn a character 
not ill-becoming the Deity in avJioso lionour they 
were held. The (I reek kept his festival with arms 
in hand, and in doing honour to his warrior gods, 
could find no fitter celeoration than games of agility 
and feats of strength. The more savage Roman, in 
Avhose hard bosom inliumanity Avas the j)roudest vir- 
tue, feasted his deities with gladiatorial sights. The 
dark Indian, not very much mistaking the spirit he 
serves, holds festivals in honour of the Devil, in wliich 
his scalped and tortured enemies make at once the 
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ofioring and tlio sport. Wliilo to Ids obso(‘iu‘, unlioly 
gods, tlio inu*]»aste Hindoo holds feasts of iniauu, 
])olliition, and dislionoin*. 

Far otlier festival was theirs, wlio, mid the «]ark- 
ness of an idolatrous world, were taught to srr\e tli*‘ 
God of truth and ]ov(*. TIuw ki‘pt t]it‘ir Jkis.so\«T 
witli fasting and ]>raver. In thoir yt'ar of duhilee, 
tlie < >j >ressi‘d liail restitution, and tlie jirisoiuM* wcmiL 
free. WJiere snjHTstition oveivIomLs our Jioly faith, 
the religious festivals have assumed a like ehararter. 
Saints and martyrs who liave eome in to share* their 
Maker’s glory and diviile his worshi]>, have all their 
festivals; and if we note the hlle j>omp, and useless 
otferings, and lieartless eeiH*moni(‘s, with whieh tiny 
a!-e eelehrated, we must eonfc'ss tln*m not ill-suited 
to delti(‘s of e*arth, introdueed with worse than 
gan jM»lytlieisin, into the worship of tlie Christian 
CMiureh. 

Hestor(*d, in profi‘ssion at least, to tin* simjdieity 
of tin* gosp(4 faith, diseneiiinhertHl of all that man 
had intermixed with the spiritual worsliip demanded 
of ns from God — forming tlieirehin eh, whether Ejiis- 
eo]»;d or otherwisi', on that whieh tln‘y believe to be 
the scripture model, Protestants have left their reli- 
gious annivtTsaries but few and simple, diristmas 
and Faster are the tw'o great festivals of their year 
— the latter only iiartially observed — the former, wt* 
lu'lieve, univ iTsally. How do we keej) it ? As suitably 
to our ]>rnfession as tln^ Hindoo to his? As much 
in a<*coidanee with the eliaraeter of Him we serve, 

VOL. I. 1 ) 
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as the 01yin]»ie games with the battle-loving gods of 
Greece ? 

It was thus 1 questioned myself, as one evening 
I sat pensive and alone, close on the liearth of my 
solitary chamber. No one was nigh to answer to 
my doubts. 1 trimmed my candle, and stirred my 
fire, and listened as if something should bring me a 
re[)ly. Silence, iinleed, there was not — for there was 
a sound within of eager footsfee})s passing to and fro. 
But what had I to do with that ? Ami flierc was a 
noise of carriage-wheels without — ^l)ut what Iiad that 
to do with the subject of my thoughts ? The books 
that lay erow'de<l on my table wero my solo compan- 
ions. Could I not (piestion them ? I o])eiu^d oms 
and it said, AVhen the wise men beheld the star that 
announetjd the Saviour’s birth, they rejoiced wdth 
exceeding great joy ; and w hen they found him, they 
fell down and worshipped liim. And it said agjiin, 
that when that birth in Bethlehem was announced, 
there a]q)eared a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good-w ill tow ard men ! 

On earth and in heaven, then, this season w’^as a 
season of rejoicing ; and we keep it in memory of 
an event the most im])ortant that ever happened in 
tliis nether wMirld — .so important, that exulting angels 
shared the trium])h of the news they brought. Wc 
keej> it in honour of Him, who on earth despised 
the jiornps and vanities of life, disowmed the turbu- 
lence of earthly j)assion, turned aside from the paths 
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of iMlonoj^s and folly, and s])oke with his sacrod lips 
fall many an awful “Woe” on all who loved them. 
His holy soul was bent on other purposes — his eyes 
wept tears of pity for the woi‘ld s insensibility — ^liis 
heart was rent ami broken f(>r its sins — and his hal- 
l(»wefl spirit at last surrendered, to j)urehase mariu- 
inission for tbe bond-slaves of the earth, and make 
them heirs of bliss eternal. And now in lieaven he 
sits in iinsj>otted ]mrity enthroned, watehinp: with 
eye eompassionatt? the people he has loved on earth 
to save them from the danirtTs and temj)tations that 
eneompass them; to win their hearts to peniteiiei*. 
and faith, and love. 

And what to us was that event w(» (‘elebrate!* 
What share liave we in the joy that was pro<*laimed 
in iieav(*n at Ins eoming? Kuined, lost, degraded, 
and (‘(mdemned, bis eoming was to us, if it was any 
thing, i»ardun, and peae(\ and ri'storation to the 
favour and tlie likeness of God. The deepest humi- 
liation that such an interference Avas needed, the 
mo^t exalted joy tleir our need was tliiis provided 
— joy, gn'ater than Avhen the captivi* is set fn‘e 
-—joy, oTt-ater than Avhi^n the sentencoil criminal is 
pardoned, luvomes us at this season. Jbit wliat joy ? 
Wln‘n w e eeh‘hrato the memory of one we love, Ave 
tell fondly of his deeds — we hriiig to mind tilings 
that had nearly stolen from our thoughts — avo n?- 
peat Ills sayings — bring forth each valued nKuneiito 
of his love — seek the scenes, and renew^ the emjiloy- 
ments, that best remind us of him ; if he has been 
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luiiiownod for any tiling, our nuisio, our decorations, 
and our s])()rts, hear all some referem^e to liis eha- 
ra(*ter or liis doiiio^s. (Miristmas is the celebration of 
our Saviour’s birth. AVhen an.*?els told it, they gave 
glory to (b)d on high. When wise men lieard it, 
they fell down and worshipped. AVhen Christians 

celebrate it, they 1 had not time to finish all 

I might have said of chastened gai(‘ty, of warm an<l 
humble gratitude, of jiious recollections, joyful ])raiscs, 
and confiding jirayers, Avhcn a great incivase of noises 
calle<l off my attention to what was passing beyond 
th(‘ jireciiwtts of my solitude. 

Our Christmas festival is not confined to the single 
day set apart by our Chun^h for rijligions sei’viee. 
The season of rejoicing we usually call (Christmas, 
(extends to the length of weeks, distinguished from 
all others in the yc^ar by frequ(‘nt festivities pinailiar 
to itself; cs[)eeially among the younger part of the 
community, to whom it is usually a time of holiday 
and domestic indulgence. And I soon perceived this 
was one of those nights whic.h peculiarly develop 
what we mean by Christmas-tiim* ; and 1 recollected 
besides, that it was the New-yeiU‘’s Evi*, a night of 
no common distinction among the distinguished. 
What a happy opjiortunity to solve my i)revious 
doubts, and si*t my mind at i*est I 1 wejit out of my 
chamber in haste, to listen what might be passing. 
As 1 dnnv nigh to the sj»ot, to which a glare of 
lights and a sound of music attracted me, I saw 
many an airy figure ])assing and re])assing in the 
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(listanoo, T drew near — ^Imt why need I ]>a\iso to 
(h'scriho it? Who does not know wliat is ni(‘ant by 
a (''hildn^n's Ihtll at Christmas? Many a, heautifnl 
lit lie creature, wliose elieek in the morning liad heen 
fiiislied with health, was already paling in the mid- 
night glare — their glistening eyes and ]»anting bo- 
soms hetray(,'d an unnatural c*xeitement, while their 
unelotlu'd and fragile limbs already moved with list- 
lessiiess and languor. T thought tlu? glittering trin- 
kets on their bdsoins did but attaint their ]>urity, ami 
their sj)Iendid and fantastic dress(\s transform tht* 
most (‘X(iuisite of nature's works into th<‘ liki'in^ss of 
the miinie j»u]HK‘t-show. ]>ut they, it seiMiis, thought 
otherwisi* — and so did th(‘ ])arents and ehl(‘r sp(‘eta- 
tors wlio lined the <*ireumfen‘nee of the ball-room. 
The beauty W one, and the eleganet* of another, aial 
the dress of a third, engrossed all eyes, and set all 
tongues in motion. On om* ]>ale cheek. I saw the 
bhisli of mingled mod<*sty ami pri«le grow deeper and 
d(‘eper as repeated w(»rds of admiration met her ear. 
J sau a sccoikI. whom diristmas balls had alrea<ly 
cured of that first w(‘akness, send h(‘r bright e\(‘s 
round in search of the admiration at wlii(*h '-he 
blu'-hed no long(‘r. J trac(M| in s<aue th«‘ iH-stlessness 
(if envy, the dudk <»f inferi«>ritv, and thi* languor of 
]>ercei\ed neglect. In nom‘ — no, not in one of all 
that fairy crowd, sa>v J tin* calm of inmx'enee or tin* 
simplicity <d‘ childh<K>d. rnnatural eMiltati<»n, <»r 
j^remature d(‘pr(‘ssion, was the expression of e\erv 
countenance there. Mean time, the feti‘ went on. 
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Tlioy looked at their watches — T looked at mine, 
and j)erceiv(‘d tliey wore ])re|)arin£r for the midnight 
hour. 'Tis well, I said, to nott* it ; for, at its sound- 
ing, another year is stri<*ken otf from their short tale 
of life. Of tlu» threescore years — |>erha])S of the 
twenty — or the ten — it may he not half of that, 
granted them by the ( ^renter to giv(' him glory and 
make ready for eternity, Ikm-c is one more numhered 
otr, and gone to make rej)ort in h(‘aven of its use. 
How much of gratitude they owe for all the happi- 
ness in that year enjoycsl — how mu(‘h regri't for all 
the errors and lU'gleets with which they stained it — 
what remembrance, what love of Him, without whose 
birth on earth, at this season <*cleb!‘at(Kl, eac^h closing 
of the year w’ould be but the signal of ap])roaching 
and eternal misery ! IIow' mn(*h humility and holy 
awe at thought that even now' it may ])ossibly be so! 
It is a moment of no common intiu’est. The year is 
closed — its ])leasur(\s can no more bo enjoyed, its 
w'asted moments can no more bo usimI, the deeds that 
wx*re done in it cannot be recalh‘d, its dangers are 
escaj)ed and its sufferings are o\'er — ^very brief has 
it been, and the oiu‘ that succeeds i.t w ill lui no longer. 
Our last it may be — one less to us it must be. 

Midnight struck. The music became louder and 
gayer than before — ^the dan(*e w ent on with redoubled 
energy — every cheek glowed, and every eye kindled 
— old and young, all w’(*re now engaged — my eye 
searched evi*i-y feature, to find if one of all these 
thoughts were wTitten there — forgetfulness, absolute 
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inebriation as to every rational recollection, was all 
the ex])rcssioii I could trace — a senseless joy because 
a year they liad misused was gone, and another they 
meant to misuse Avas come, and the eternity they had 
forgotten AA'as brought nearer, and the life they de- 
lighted in was receding. Hoav long the intoxication 
lasted, I cannot say, for I Avithdrew to my chamber 
to reflect on Avhat had passed. 

This, then, is the festival Christians hold in ho- 
nour of their God — in remembrance of that meek 
and suflering Lord ! — Remembrance, alas ! Avho r(‘- 
momberi'd him in that gay room ? Was not their 
obje(^t rat hcT to ft»rg(‘t him ? IIoav dissonant to their 
cjirs Avould have come the mention of his name — 
litnv little appropriate any emblem of his love — how 
almost profane to have made mention of his deeds 
or reft-Tcnce to his character! — Remembrance ! Oh ! 
if there had come, indei*d, to any bosom there, a re- 
collection of the meaning of Christmas, of the stable 
whcTe the holy babe .slej>t for our sakes on the eold 
manger — of the meanness and eonttnript with Avhich 
the Son of the Most iligh in mercy clothed himself 
— the life of sottoav to which he was at this season 
born — hoAv meek, hoAv lioly, and yet Iioav Avrongetl 
— by oursch es hoAv much neglected , and forgotten — 
surely the thought had marred their gaiety, and put 
to shame their strange festivity ! 

Was this forgetfulness the glory angels sung! 
Was this indifference the AA'orshij» Aviso num offered ! 
Yet thus Ave teach our children to celebrate thfi 



56 


THE LISTENER. 


l)irth-timc of their 8»Tvioiir. Instead of the inno- 
cent, domestic treat, the game of healthful j)Iay, the 
holiday sweetened hy previous industry, the useful 
or amusing pr(\sent, things that formerly would con- 
stitute th(‘ir (Miristmas ganihols, it is the seed-time 
now for implanting (*very sinful fc^eling and unholy 
j)assion. Pride, and vanity, and rivalship, and envy, 
ar(‘ to he awak(‘iK‘d, time wasted, health im[)aired, 
and sj)irits exhausted. Many a long day ex])ended, 
in thought at least, about the dress they are to 
wi'ar ; many another in weariness and languor, and 
disgust of l(\ss-ex<*iting oeeuj)ati(ms ; attention iin- 
tinu'ly called to tlie advantage of })ersonal attractions ; 
a false (estimate imhiced of the comparative valu(‘ of 
int(‘rnal and external excellence. These are the 
evils now, without which so many of our young 
]»e()])h‘ cannot ])ass a happy (liristmas — cannot c(*l(‘- 
hrate — h<»w strange the distortion ! — the love and 
mercy of that holy Th‘ing to whom the very touch of 
evil is most hateful ; who turns aside his h(‘ad from 
the tirst movement of that sin which hound his sa- 
cred brow Avith thorns. He to Avhose glory and s(‘r- 
vice our time, and thoughts, and health, and spirits 
are due, is to he honoured at this s<*a.son by the uku-o 
than usual Avant and ])erversion of them all. He to 
aaIjosc memory the fetes are held, is to he more to- 
tally forgottiMi, if ]»ossible, at this season than in all 
the year besides. The ex]>ression of our joy may be 
the ball, tlie tlH*atre, the rout — any thing, in short, 
so it liaA'e no referen(*e t<^» that Avhich is our profc'ssetl 
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cnuso of r(»j(>icfnff. Wo must l)o Iia]>pv, lu'causo it 
is (’Jiristijjas, tlie time of our Saviour’s birtli into the 
^vorld — l>ut do not remind us of the eireumstaiiecs 
lest it make us sad. 

Would we liave no rejoicing then? AVhile lu'a- 
tliens rejoice in their Aj)ollo or their Yishnu, are 
(liristians to go all the year in wtH*ds of penitence, 
with inournful and downcast looks? No season of 
jieciiliar joy and exultation? Nay, surely n(>t. L(‘t 
(Miristmas ho the ha]^]uest season of the yc'ar — th(‘n' 
is much iNN'isoii that it sliould — let the ]>(M>r have their 
s<»her feasts and our cliildren th(‘ir glad holidays. 
Thit let us not 1><‘ more inconsistent than li(‘athens 
are, <‘\cluding f?*om <»ur feasts the thought of him 
we atlect to <*elehratt‘, and ofiering him only what w(‘ 
know he loathes. 

Would we know what are consistiMit and what are 
iiK'ou^isferit modes of rejoicing at such a s(‘ason, me- 
thinks mere common s(*nse might t(‘ll us. We need 
he at no loss to discover what amusiMuent consists 
with the glad rememhrance (d our Saviour's coming, 
the circumstanc(‘s, caus<‘, and consc'fpKuice of that 
event — with all tlu* love and ohedii'iice we ow(‘ to 
him hccausc of it. We can surely discern what cjii- 
]»loymont reminds us (»f him, and what dis]M»ses us 
to forg»‘t him ; what, if he wer<‘ yi't on <‘arth, he 
would eonsecrato with a Idessing, and what hi* would 
turn frotn with a keen re]>roof or a com])assionatij)g 
tear. cs, we (h» know — our ignorance is a feint — 
we know very well when we are about a thing. 
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r «oro avvrt...l, a„,l ,,i,s d.-afe,...,!, at 

l<^ .ha, noth,... should n....i,.d us olM.is J! 

" "■(hiT It IS i.Ioasin,. to us to fhinh tl.at |„. is 
vlu-i-kiui: our j.ro,.,>i,sii;,.s to urou,., 
un /roiii ill, jii-osjionn. our ]»iirsiiits, and saiicfityin. 
our rnioviiicufs. AV/iafovor eonsi.sts witli tho grateful 
ronuMM!»raiK‘0 and drsirod jM-eseruv of our Saviour, is 
a /it ainUsSOiUfiit for the season — wliatever oxt-ludes 


them cannot he so. 

If we say tliat on these terms we can have no 
mirth, no aiuiisomcnt, and our cliildreii and our ser- 
vants no enjoyment of their fdiristmas — t]H‘n, in 
truth, I know not what to say, hut that our cJiLJ<lren, 
and our servants, and ourselves, are in a strange 
ease : — we cannot njoice in our Saviour’s coming, 
unless wo may forgcjt him — cannot koe[) his hirtli- 
time, unless we may ofiend him. If this be so, we 
had better at least change the name of our festival, 
and the ])retext for our festivities — for though we 
may be AX‘ry glad it is the 25th of December, or 
the 6th of Jaimary, we are clearly not glad it is the 
day in which man s re<lemptioii was ]>roelaimed from 
Heaven, or in which wise men fell down and ac- 
knowledged their infant King. There was a period 
in our country’s history in which the siunc season 
of the year was kept in lionour of Woden, or some 
Saxon god. In the North of England the common 
5 )eo])lo still make a sort of little images at Christmas, 
which they call Yule Doos — ^this in modern language 



THE LISTENER. 


50 

would be Christmas Gods — a custom no doubt deri- 
ved from their jiagaii ancestors : in them it is no 
idolatry, as they attach no meaning to it whatt‘vor, 
and only do it because it always has been done. 
But lot us look to ourselves, lest, under a Christian 
name, we but keep the heathen’s feast ; serving there- 
in some god of our own devising ; doing honour to 
time and sense, and the world, and ourselves — to 
every thing but Him by whoso holy name we call 
our unholy sports. 
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Tin; ImtliT «li;sirod m(*. with a very pravo face, ii(>t to venturi' my- 
self in it after sunset, for that one of tlie footmen had been almost 
frightened out of his wits by a spirit that Hpjteared to him in the shape 
of a l)l.'u;k h.orse without a head— to w'hieh he added, that about a 
month affo, one of the maids coiniiig^ lionie late that w.iy, with a 
I»ail of milk upon lier head, heard such a riistlinf,' in the bushes that 
she let it fall. 

Aduison. 

I 1)0 not (losing to iiiako c^mit things of siiuill, or 
to nidgnify into vices tlie little <li.screj)ancies of i;har- 
act(*r that so incessantly blemish the moral j>ros- 
])eet aroiniil us. Vice is one thing, folly is anothtT. 
In their imjiortanee, no eomjiarison can l>e made. 
Against viet‘, in its fairest ami most delusi\(* form, 
we hope we shall he found ever to protest, whatever 
sanction custom, fashion, or o])inion, may have given 
il. Hilt there are some things whi(*h are not vie(»s, 
which cannot 1 m* called morally wrong, and which 
y(‘t ne(‘d to be i*eported of as follies, where the 
wln‘s]HT of admonition may be timely heard. Next 
to being giMnl, it is desirable to be agreeable — next 
to being virtuous, it is essential to be Avise. When 
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^yc have wooded our garden, we trim and priiiu* <nir 
flowers to make tliem Moom the fairer. So il‘, in 
my silent wanderings through a noisy world, I make 
report of some things I have lieard, that to my read- 
ers seem not to lH‘ar the eharaet(T of wrongs, I lM‘g 
it may not he believed 1 thouglit tljem so, or listened 
to tliem witli feelings no less painful than to some 
other things by whieh man is injured and the l)(‘ity 
oUemleel. Jlut we are not content to mix uj> the 
bitter Avormwood in our dishes, because it is not the 
]M»isonous nightshade. Must we encourage a folly 
beeaus(* it is not a vice, and birmeiit c‘aeh otluT and 
ourselves berause it does injury to no one ? Of the 
extent of tlu‘ folly 1 leave the Avise t(» judge; of the 
grioA ousness of the torment, J luvsume to jmlgt* my- 
st‘lf, having amply proved it, as I trust to make it 
appear. 

Jt was my misfortune once to visit a family of 
peoj»le, A ery <‘xcellent, and veiy amiable, and for any 
thing tliat I desire to say to the contrary, very wise 
in things of moim r't. Besides the mother, there 
Avere several young j)eople of differi‘nt ages, reaeliing 
from infancy almost to Avomanhood, all haj)py, all 
eom|»liant, and all obliging — e.\e(‘i)t Avheii tluy liap- 
pened to 1 h‘ assailed Avith AAhat they Avere ]deas(‘d to 
call fear — but as fear has alAA^ays r(‘sjK‘et to dangtT, 
fancied, rt‘al, or possible, J should prider to tind 
some oth(‘r name for it, because 1 can j>rove tiiat 
it existed where dang<‘r Avas not possible, nor even 
by themsehes a]prelieiided. What inllueiiee these 
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attacks had upon their own liappincss it is hard to 
judge, because some ]»eoplt* find their enjoyment in 
the miseries they create for tlieniselves — l)ut they 
made woful inroads oji the enjoyments of others; 
and for compliance, good^Iiumour, and good-breed- 
ing, poor c]ian(*e, indeed, ha<l they to stand agiiiiist 
the iniluenee of tlicse vehement emotions. 

Though the hour was late, 1 had scarc(‘ly laid 
myself down to rest on tlui night of my arrival, er(‘ 
I was aroused b}' tlu^ buzzing of voices, and the sound 
of soft, stolen footsteps in tlie Jidjoining gallery. Tlie 
young ladies had been disturbed by extraordinary 
sounds, or such at least as woul<l liave been extra- 
ordinary, had not the liearing of them recurred every 
otiior night. One was afraid to go to Ixjd, and an- 
other was afraid to get uj) — one could not come into 
her room, and another could not come out of it. 
Some thought they heard, and others were sure they 
heard, but nobody knew what. Xor was it easy to 
perc<Mve the purport and end of tlie commotion — 
for no one made any attempt to ascertain the real 
ground of alarm ; probably because they knew not 
where to look for it — or, more likely, because they 
were too much used to their own fears to expect to 
find any ground for them at all. And so, after much 
listening, and starting, and whispering, they were 
pleased at last to go to rest, and generously allowed 
me to do the same. 

1 ventured in the morning to suggest, that the 
indulgence of unreasonable fears was not the con- 
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comitant of a strong mind, and did in itself much 
tend to weaken it : tliat in tlie ]>resonco of real 
danger it unfits us for exertion, and in tlio a]>sonco 
of it, costs us as much suflering as the e\il itself 
might do. I was answered by stories manifohl and 
various, of things that had been, and things that 
might be; and the absolute certainty they still re- 
tained of having heard noises, though not one in 
tlu‘ir morning senses really su]>})osed there had been 
any thing to make tlui noise. 

Willing to close a conversation 1 thought so little 
improving, I |)roposed to two of the younger girls 
to walk witli m(‘ in tin* grounds. It wjis agreed to 
with jiieasure; they w<*re polite, elietM'ful, and obli- 
ging, till we had walked — ^unist 1 own, not more than 
some few hundr<‘d yards ? — when a small frogjumpt‘il 
out froju the grass before us, and ]uisseil to tlu‘ side* 
of tlie ])ath. A seream that might havt? startled 
even theinsensibb* frog, broke from one of the young 
ladies, and they both protested tiny would go no 
farther on that path Jt Avas in vain I represented 
to them that a frog is the most harmless of living 
things, having neither biU* nor sting with which 
to Avound ; and that, moreoAcr, Avhether it Avere 
harmless or harmful, it had taken its(‘lf Avillingly 
aAvay from us. They replied only that it Avas a 
hideous, shocking creature, and frightened them to 
death. Ecjually in A^aiii 1 urged my Avish to reach 
the place to which that path Avould lead us — my 
wishes had no Aveight against their fears — they Avould 
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not go, and excused themselves hy saying they were 
dreadfully afiaid oi* live things. We turntHl aside 
and took anr)ther ])ath. — ^But .alas! not far laid we 
]>ursued it, wluai I saw uj)on the gret'ii turf, where 
it had untimely’ fallen, a sweet little bird already 
dtjad and eohl, its pretty eye unclosed, and not a 
feather rutiled. I jacked it uj) to admire it, when 
suddenly both my comj)anions let go my arm, and 
stej)j»ed some ]»aces back, protesting loudly that they 
were dreadfully afraid of dead things, and should 
newer like to walk that ])ath again. M (‘thought 
their path of life would scarce be easy, to whom the 
living and the dead were thus alike teiTifie. 

We now pursued our walk, but soon in utter 
ho})elessness, on my part, of any thing like comfort 
or enjoyment. If we were to cross a meadow there 
was a cow, or at least a horse in it — whichever way 
w^e turned my companions saw a man, or a dog — 
and when tluire w as neither man nor dog, nor any 
thing else, alive or dead, the way w;is so lom‘ly they 
were afraid to go forward. They could Jiot sit in 
the shiuh;, lest the inhabitants of the bushes should 
descend on their head — they could not sit in the sun, 
lest the winged insects shoidd settle on their clothes. 
If 1 ju'eseiited them wdth a flower, they let it fall, 
because they mistook the gre(*n leaf for a <^atej’j»illar. 
I washed them most heartily at home, and made 
wdiat haste T could to rid myself of such troublesome 
companions. 

But scarcely had tve reached the house, wdien, 
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for tlie promoting of the (lav’s amiisemont, a drive 
Avas j)roposed to view some m'iglibouring ruins. It 
will he helie^ ed I was eoniforted to find my^walking 
eom])anions were to he ehanged for some a litth' 
old(*r, to whom I hoped the live things ami dead 
things might he less alarming. But alas ! we had 
now no need of either. When the earriage went up- 
hill, they were afraid it would run hac^k ; w’lu'ii it 
went down-hill, they were afraid it would run for- 
ward. If th(» horses ran slowly, they w i^e sure they 
would m*v(T go on ; if they Avent fast, tiny wiT(‘ sur(‘ 
they wouhl never stoj>. Tlie drive was romantic* and 
heautifiil in the extreme, hut the ladi<*s saw nothing 
exeei)t the ruts in the road. 1 attem])ted eoinersa- 
tion. hut was intemijitcHl hy a seream eveay time the 
earriage lost its exaet ]>erjMMidienIar. And at last, 
when tlic* ehullition of th<‘ir fears eould he forborne 
no longc'r, tiny insisted on sto]>ping the earriage to 
emjuire if the road w^as not very had, and if it w'as 
safe to go forward. The former Avas too obvious to 
n**(*d the asking, tlie lattm* tluy were d(‘termin(‘d not 
to 1n‘lieve. When tlic earriage (tould not sh>p, they 
insistc-d upon getting out to Avalk, and tluMi, having 
made the driver go shnver and slow(*r, till the fieet 
hours <*f daAs av ere nearly spent, tiny diseovered that 
they should surely he benighted h(‘fore tlK‘ir return, 
and <)( course !><:* murdered, ovi*r aivd above* having 
th(‘ir necks hr(>ken hy tlu* badness of the* road. Th(*s<* 
Avere certainly no pleasing anticipations; and, if 1 
did not ])artake the imaginary ills, 1 Avas sufiieiciitly 
VOL. I. K 
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tired of tlie real ones, to oppose returnini^ witlioiit 
the aecoinplishment of our purpose ; and listened all 
dinner-tjine to assertions, imned and explained, of 
the absolute impossibility of reaching the place to 
which Avt‘ had set out. 

All dinner-time, did I say ? It might have been 
so, had not an unha]>j>y wasp presented itself Avith 
the SAveets of the second course. There was other 
(‘ompany besides myself at table, but that could not 
signify Avhen a Avasp AA'as in the case. The servants 
Avere all imt in requisition Avith tongs, poker, and 
shoA cl ; the children started and jumjx^d, and overset 
every thing in their AA^ay; and the dinner remain(*d 
to cool till tlie murder of the foe almost rt^stored 
peace to the society — Init not (piite — for one was 
still sure it Avould crawl. Having a little girl lu^xt 
me, of whos(j good sense I had on some occasions 
formed a favourable opinion, I ventured to ask her 
why she AA^as so nuu^h Jifraid of a Avasj), She r(*])lied, 
as 1 (‘xpect(Ml, Ixjcause it might sting luM*. J asktxl 
her if she had ever been stung by one. She assured 
me she had, in endeavouring to drive it from the table, 
AAdumce, had she left it alone, it would ])robably have 
gone of itself quite harmlessly, T asked her of the 
pain, ami how long it lasted, and AAdiether it AA-as 
difficult to bear. Her ansAver implied, that though 
the pain Avas acute it Avas short, and that the re- 
mainder of my question seemed to her ridiculous. 
I then submitted it to her candour, Avhether, in the 
worst issue of the ease, AAdiich, considering the num- 



THE LISTENER. 


07 

her of Wiisps tliat fly, and the mimher of poo]>l(' who 
will not l(‘t tliein fly in j)eace, occurs hut seUloin, 
the (juantity of ]min was really eipial to the quantity 
of fear she had hetraytHl ; and whether, in the cer- 
tain anticipation of just so much pain hy any otluT 
cause, she should have hdt any fear at all ? She 
(*onfessed that she sliould not ; luvause, as she sensi- 
bly r(‘iiiarked, a slight and t<‘in})orary inconvenicn(*e 
from hodily ]>aiii was not worth a (‘oniplaint, much 
less an antieijiatory fear. But all this <lid not scetn 
to her, reason why she should not scream at the sight 
of a wasj). Nor indetnl was it, as she gave me 
occasion to learn hidoiH* thelaps(‘ of many hours — for 
th(* (‘utrance of a moth, that m‘ver v(‘t in tlu* nuanory 
of man was known to sting, created to the full as 
much commotion lat(T in the evening: so much, in- 
deisL that most of the ]>arty retreated out of the 
room ill the midst t»f our musical festivities, and left 
me to ]>lay to myself. 

Well 1 know, that ladies who have grown u]> in 
th<‘ indulgence of siu h fears, and have come at last 
to jxTsuade themsedves there is a degree of dtdicacy 
and ridinement in them, must go on unto the <*nd 
under the iienalty due to their folly ; that of tor- 
menting themselves and annoying others. But as 
my whispers are for the cars of those with whom 
nothing is yet too late, I would represent to th(‘m 
the ahsohite inconsistency of such fears wdth good 
sense and a rational mind. All extravagance is folly 
— hecause sound sense mainly consists in giving to 
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things tlioir due degree of importance, an<] pro])or- 
tioning tlu; sentiment to the occasion that calls it 
forth. Fear, therefore, beyond the occasion, niiist 
bo folly, even when some degi*eo of danger exists : 
and though, as a passion inherent to our nature, wo 
cannot but bo subject to it, wt* biJieve it will generally 
be found greater or less in jjroportion as thij mind 
is strong or wt*ak. The unreasonable indulgi‘n<*(* of 
foar — w(‘ s])eak now of that fear whieh has a r(‘al 
object and o(;(*asion — is surely not inconsistent with 
the calm and liiimbh? trust wo ])roi‘ess to r(‘pose in 
a superintending Ihovidenee, without whose know- 
ledge harm cannot by any means belall us. If it be 
urged that we ought to foresee and pi'ovide against 
danger, that is true — ^l»ut fear, so far from accele- 
rating this provident care, usually unfits us for using 
th(» means we have of avoiding or resisting ev il ; the 
courag(‘ous will escape, where the timid must in- 
evitably suft'er. But that sort of fear, if, for want 
of another tenii, we so must call it, which is our 
jiresent subjcH*t of reprehension, has nothing what- 
ever to do with danger — call it timidity, sensibility, 
or whatever we may, it is nothing l>ut \veakm\ss and 
folly ; and we may depend ujum it, that being jmrely 
selfish, it is always un[)leasing. It is constitutional 
in som(‘ minds, no doubt, more than in others ; but 
if we have a constitutional weakness of frame, we 
use all means to overcome it, and often with success. 
Then why not so with this, our mental weakness ? 
But, in fact, much more depends on habit and educa- 
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tion than on nature. Some children arc ahsoliitcly 
taught it, and othcTs are foolishly huniour(?d in it, 
till it is no longer in their own power, or in the pow(‘r 
of any one, to subdue it. 1 am ecrtainly inelint*d to 
make an exe(‘]>tion in those very extraordinai-y and 
wonderful eases of natural antipathy, of which the 
existence is too certain to be disputed, and too in- 
scrutable to be understood ; wIkmv an instinctive 
horror of some one particular thing gixes such a 
ke(*n ]K'rct‘ption of its ]»resence as nothing can battle 
rn* (h‘ceiv(‘. This, ]K‘rhaj>s, it may bi? impossibh* to 
con(]uer. But this bears no analogy what(‘V(‘r to 
th<‘ multifarious fears, and horrors, and dislikes, <»f 
which w(* hav(* been speaking, by wliicli reason and 
good sense are oftendtKl, seltisliness fostered and in- 
dulged, and the feelings ami coioc^nience of otluTS 
gcnn'rally sacTificed to our owui. 

A<ldressing mys(*lf exclusively to mv younger 
frii‘nds, I wouhl induce them to consider that most 
of those living things tor which they have* (conceived 
a horror, are in them-elves beautiful, and should be 
objvrts of our admiration. 1 believe there is not 
in flu* whole creation a thing that can ]>ro|>(‘rly be 
termed disgusting. It may be troublesome and 
ann(>ying, if it obtrudes itself wdiere comfort and 
ch‘anlin(*ss forbi<l its entrance, and may justlv be 
n'lnoved, or, if nec<*ssary, d(*stroyed. But in theni- 
sebes, bfUh reptiles and insects ar(‘ most curirnisly 
and (‘X<}uisitely wrought, and inst(‘ad of shrinking 
from them witli senseless htuTor, w’c may accustom 
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oursolvcs to look at thoiii with sensations of oxtmne 
pleasur*(‘, as the works of Him Avhose wisdom and 
power they manifest, and of whose hounty they 
jairtake, in th^^ enjoyment of the existenee he Jias 
}»estowt'd on them. Jt is to some persons, a,n<l might 
be to all, if tlu*y would <mltivate the feeling, a souree 
of infinite (hdiglit fo Avateh tlie swarms of insects 
tliat peo]»le the whole creation in tlu‘ mid-day of a 
sunnner sun. There are those who rt‘cei\(‘ as much 
]tleasure fVom tlie insect that settles on their finger, 
as from the wild-flovver that blossoms under their 
feet. This eom])laceut ftndiiig in the contemjdation 
of nature’s living works, aiul that of ]>ersons Avho 
shrink from them with disgust, are mei’cly habits of 
mind : the one may just as well be cultivated as the 
other. 

Jn res]>ect to tin' fear of a(*ci<h‘nfs ami injuries 
from our fellow-creatures, T believer the best cure for 
it is an idfiding sc'iise of the i‘vcr-]n*cs(‘nt IVovidence 
of (loti ; and it* av«* are eonstitntionally timid, we 
cannot better subilue it than by culti\ating this 
eonseiousness of the Diviin* proteeti<m, in such a 
manner that it may remir to our minds on the tii’st 
mov(‘ment of alarm ; in short, so as to become in- 
fluential on our habits and stMisations, and make a 
part of all our thoughts and feelings. 
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No. VI 11. 

THE 8ABI1ATI1. 


Is tlii're a tiiti** when tuoments flow 
More lovolil^’ than all beside ? — 

It is, oi'al] the times below, 

A ISubbutb even in suninier tide. 

El).MESTOJf, 

Ir a Sal>l>atli ovoniiig in tlio of sunnnor. 

TIi(‘ >un liad ]>c‘('ii somo lialf-hoin\i;oiio, l)ut liislx^jiins 
stili in tlio clear liorizon, iind still tlic 

cl«»ii<.l was tinged with a fading toiicli of rod. Tlie 
Mile vault liad not yet tleepeiU'd into grey, nor tlie 
landscape beconu* obscure in the growing twilight. 
And yet there was a mellowing tint upon tin* scone, 
that gavt* of softness what it stole of s]>len<lour — 
lik<‘ the brilliant and gifted spirit that ri'ligion has 
chastened into stillness. The flower that had droop- 
ed, and till* leaf that had withered in the noonday 
heat. wer(‘ already rivovered by the <*vening’s fresh- 
ness ; while the Thrush j>rolonged her song, and the 
lb*d-bieast lingered on the bough, as if unwilling 
to part from such a day. Peace and reposts w(‘ro 
the character of the scene, and fancy well might 
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ready for et(?rnal rest. 

In all there seerneil a fitness for the day, and for 
the fe(‘lings with whieh I was returning from the 
evening s(‘rvi(*<‘. The words of love and iK‘aee had 
drop})ed like holy halm u]>on the hosom, and put to 
rest its agitating eares. Shame and contrition had 
sunk the soul too low for o]>position, and mercy had 
won it into grateful acqniesctmce. At ])eace with 
God, h(‘cause it ha<l drunk deeply of his grace and 
truth, at j>ea(*e with the world, hecausi^ it s(*emed no 
longer worth contention, at fieace with itself, Ixicausc 
self was d(‘graded ati<l d(*throned, the spirit partook 
of the evening’s Sabbath hue, and only wished it 
could be always so. “And wdll it not be always so,’* 
I thought, as r walked slowly homeward, “ when 
our rif(‘’s working-days are over, and the eternal 
Sabbath dawns u[)on our soids ? A little w Idle, and 
what is now Imt a bi*i(;f foretaste, a passing sem- 
blance of <*elestial peace, will lx; an (‘ternal and 
unchanging reality. A little while, and the smile 
of our leather will no more bo averted, the world 
renounced will no more resume its power, and self- 
submitttxl will no more rebel. And if there be such 
]>leasure in an early Sabbath, interru]>ted as it is 
with our col<lm‘ss, and carelessness, and earthliness, 
what will bo the bliss of tluit eternal Sabbath for 
which we ai*e preparing?” Ami then I consi«lored 
the goodness of (iod in this institution, by wdiich 
one day in seven is separated from the rest, to be 
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empl(\vo(l ill making liapjiy what the occ*ii])atioiis of 
the other six too often tcmd to make wretehed, and 
to sanctify wliat they are too well fitted to coiTii]>t. 
l^rone as we are to sin, and subject as we are to 
sorrow, our most lawful oeeujiations are fi’aught with 
anxiety and danger — ^AVhiit comfort, then, that there 
is (uie day in which it is our duty to negh^ct them, 
to forg(‘t them, and give ii]) ourselves entirely to 
thoughts and pursuits of which the fruits are love, 
and holiness, and joy : to have nothing to do but to 
acquaint ourselves with God and be at ]»eace ! I 
passed the <lay-labourer in his clean whiti' frock, his 
Bible and ])rayev-book tucked under his arm, and 
thought how he must (‘ujoy the reiiose of such a day. 
Ills only means of instruction, p(*rhaps his only ]>ause 
from efibrt and endurance. I overtook the pale 
mechanic, and fancjed, from the eX]>ression of content 
upon his features, that he was telling over the 
stonvs of consolation he liad gathered, to fiied on 
in his close woi’kshoj) all the w(H*k. Th(‘ children of 
charity were trijipii.L by my side, in their plain 
round bonnets and/lark frocks, the bag of books on 
th<‘ir arm, or the basket in their hand — 1 looked at 
tlH*m, and hoped something had that day been taught 
them that would sweeten the rude lot for which they 
wer(‘ ])r(*paring. A little longer musing, and J should 
liave persuaded myself the Sabbath was a day that all 
men lo^e, and the calm of nature what all were sliar- 
ing, and the song of gratitude what all were singing. 
But truth was at hand, and fancy must give place. 
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Wlion 1 turiiofl from tlio meiulows into the public 
road, tlui ])assongor.s began to thicken on niy path. 
The town liad i»oured out lier }) 0 ])ulation in every 
dir(‘(*tion for their ev<‘ning walk, and tlie hills and 
th(' ]»athways were scattered thick with tigures of 
various ap])earanee, all well-dressed and iiiiat, .and 
seemingly free fi-om care. There was nothing at 
first strongly to invade my previous feedings. J could 
still fancy that the poor labourer, or richer trades- 
man, was enjoying with his wif(‘ .and children th(» 
beauties of (*reation ami the" gratcd'ul recolh‘c(ion of 
a <lay Avell s]»ent : and in many a lowly hoved, as 1 
]>assed it, I s<aw, in intt‘resting groii]), the fathcT 
atteaitively jierusing his Bible, whih‘ the inoth(‘r wais 
Slotting out the jdain s])are su])per, where every thing 
l(»ok(‘<l clean once* in the wea‘k at leatst. Truth might 
inele*(‘d have? told, that seune who ^‘njoye‘d the ledsure 
of the <lay hael themght imthing of IJim whose elay 
it was, and some wlie) we*re tasting of nature‘\s 
ediarins fedt notliing of gratitmh* to .Him who gave 
them ; but so iiiuedi waas imt wa-itten on their brow' ; 
and the‘y we)i*e at le?ast an air of enjoyment th.at be*- 
came* the* hour. 

Not so, wdien, ]n*oceeeling a little further, I met 
the* gay e*(|uipage* re*turning from an eve*ning drive' — 
Not se) whe*n J saw the light sldtf, with sails unfurl- 
ed, glieling merrily towairds the shore. Whoewer 
wais w ithin themi, he*re was the elay e)f Uod profaned 
by the dire*et bj*eaking e>f his holy huv. He* hael said. 
Hem ember that thou do it not — ^they elid it, and 
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IfoLlly (loniecl the harm. What(‘ver imioeonee might 
he assumed in those who took the ]>leasure, they 
weiv guilty of the sin of those they tauglit and i)aid 
to pursue on the Sunday the oceuj>ation of the week, 
and uiiliallow in thought and deed tlie day that God 
nuuh^ saered. They would say, perhaj^s, they sj>ent 
an liour in a recreation very harmless, and no way 
inconsist(‘nt with their thoughts of holiiu'ss — hut for 
tlieir one liour of liarmh*ss recreation, otliers must 
toil many — the catth; that were used must he cleaned, 
th(‘ hand that plied the oar for them would |dy for 
otlii‘i-s, eni‘ouragt‘d hy their exam]>lc — the words of 
(Jod are plain and ]>ositivc*, and impossihle tt> mis- 
constrm* ; th<*n‘fore the breach of them is a hold 
r^‘fu^al t(» (*oui])ly with his command, made oju'idy 
in the face* of earth and heaven. They would urge, 
no <louht, that they had enough k(‘pt holy th(‘ day, 
in going twice to the service a])pointed. Alas', if 
they had heen there, it should almost se(*m to make 
their guilt th<* greater — for there th(*y ha<l heard 
the coiijiuand cnfor< * I, and there they had prayed 
to he inclined to keep it, ami thence they had re- 
turned r(‘st»lv(Ml to hn*ak it, and di'uy the wnmg. 

The eM*niiig was closing fast — already tlu* dark 
outlin(‘ of form was all that remain(‘d distinct ; and 
as I enteied the town, the <loors were closing and 
lights were heginuing to gleam from every window. 
My j)leasing r(‘verie had he(‘n painfully dissipat(*d — 
my mii-d was occupied in (ionsidering of the way in 
which xSiitiday cN'ening is usually passed — and, ])resuni- 
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ing that when windows stand open, no secrets are 
passing within, I sot myself to observe how peo[)le 
were emjdoyed in the various houses as T passed 
them ; not without hoj)C that I might gather some- 
tliing useful, in tlie way of warning or example for 
rny readers. 

I ] massed a window where noisy mirth bespoke the 
late dinner l»arty ; wh(?re it was (‘vident the company 
would not, and th<* domestics could not, remember 
it was the Sabbath — c‘xce]>t in so far as tliev sighed 
in s('cr(‘t that decency allowed them not to dance <>r 
play at cards — ^l)ut there I paused not. There was 
nothing doubtful among these. Tluw, too, had been 
to church — tliems(‘lves — but not tlieir siM’vauts, who 
had this dinner to make ready. As soon as they 
came forth from tlie sacred walls, they had passed 
with all s])eed from house to house to make their 
morning calls — T say not, to w’i|)e off the serious im- 
pression of the service, for it had made none, but 
to get rid of the time till the l>ells should chime 
again. IJidess they preferred a drive, they had gone 
a second time to ehur(*h — they had plenty of time 
to dress for dinner, and then, thanks to this i)arty, 
there was no more trouble about disjiosing of the 
hours till bed-time. 

!N either did I stop long, where, in a more decent 
way, but with much the same purpose, a few friends 
had called in upon some other few, for the charitable 
purpose of passing away an evening on wdiieh they 
thought it right to be quiet and abstain from their 
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weekly oeciipations, and yet found it very tedious. 
But 1 made a longer pause when 1 arriv('d under a 
window where there were clearly none ])i esent but 
till* family that abode there, and it was jiretty evi- 
dent that no one had lost the reeolleetion that it 
was the Sabbath. Knew' 1 this from the smile of 
gratitude and hea\'enly peace that shone on their 
features ? JMy readers shall judge. “ 1 wish it w as 
bed-time/’ said a little girl, not usually in haste to 
go to b(*d ; “ I am so tired of having nothing to do!^' 
Though in truth she had risen tw'o hours later than 
usual that morning. 

** 1 think our clock must be too slow,” replied her 
brotlier. “ You know we were hardly dressed for 
breakfast when the bells began to ring lids morning. 
It nuisl be iiKwe than half-past nine and with a 
weaiy \awn he threw' himself on the rug to ])lay 
w'ith till* sjiuniel. 

All wcTe not alike unfortunate — for 1 observed a 
young lady at her w riting-desk, folding and sealing 
as many letters as on*; can reasonably suppose she 
might have occasion to wTite in a week. IIow' 
happy for her correspondents, that one day in seven 
was a leisure day — a day on which the hours, being 
less ^'ahIable, could be better spared than on any 
other I As 1 could not see withiti the letters, I am 
bound in chaiity to supjmse the subject of them was 
in unison with the feelings and previous occupations 
of the <lay. Ilow' should they be otherwise ? A 
heart that, Irom the rising till the going down of 
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tlio Sal>hatli sun, liad l>ooii in earnest devotion l)efore 
God, had mourned in many a ])rayer the eonseious- 
ness of !sin, and grown light under tlio sweet assurance 
of its pardon — Jind had treud)led at th(‘ awful de- 
nun(*iations j)ronouneed on the dissemhhjr, and been 
moved, amazed, overwhelmed, with the contempla- 
tion of the Iled('einer\s love and the Father’s fond 
forhearam^e — It wjis inn)0ssible that such a heart 
could turn imnu‘diately to common themes, the amuse- 
ments of y(‘st(‘rday and the business of to-morrow, 
and the thousand trifles that lK‘s]>(‘ak a mind un- 
occupied by deejier interests. If J could not ])ene- 
trate the hitters to find where the heart had Ixnm, 
and whei’e the thoughts, I was at least certain that 
they had been together, and that the language of 
the l(‘tters had gone after them ; ami T felt much 
grief at a ])racti(M> that could leave it doubtful 
whether they might not altogether have gon(^ wrong. 
No common observer could know that a ycuing lady 
who ke])t all her letters to write on a Sunday, did 
so that they might wear a deeper tone of i>iety, be 
the more faithful mirror of her better feelings, con- 
veying gi’eater good to others and more glory to 
God. Common observers might even go so far as 
to suppose it was a ju’ofane compounding between 
her conscience and her choice — i)ermitting her to 
send her spirit to scenes where in person she dared 
not go, and to occupy her thoughts with things she 
dared not do. I could not but bewail the bad ex- 
ample of a practice so equivocal, where the deed wms 
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plain to all, the inducement to it a secret hetAveen 
hoi*s(?ll‘ and God. 

Ileeliiiinp^ on a sofa opposite, I ohsorved another 
lady intent upon the perusal of a news]»aj)er. There- 
in, at least, was nothinc; (Hpiivoeal ; for the contents 
of a news]>a]>er are known to all : and doubtless, 
the mind that had been fed all day upon the hi^h 
and holy thinits of heaven and eternity, must have 
found it a seasonable draught of tein]H)raliti(‘s to i*id 
itself of the et1e<*ts or imjwessions that might remain. 
1 had some nsison to doubt, from all I ht'ard, wh(‘- 
th(‘r this young lady would not have thought it 
wasting time to rea<l the lu'wspaper on a Monday, 
b(‘<*ause slie liad so many other things to do. Rut 
on Sunday, alas I — on Sunday, on that day whi<*h is 
(iod's and not our own, it was a relief to tind any 
tiling that might be dime. And all togt‘ther could 
noi slay th(‘ wi*ariness with whiirh they turiUHl their 
eyes tiovards the lagging time-piece, that st‘(‘m(»d 
but to go the slower for their impatience to be rid 
of a day, which, tlu^agh shortened at either hand, 
was still too long. 

Ami yet these jxiople, and thousands who do like 
them, ar(‘ going, so they tell us, and take it but ill 
that we should doubt it, to that bl(\ssed dwiOling- 
j>lac(‘ where tluTe is no tMUjdoy but one, tlu> very 
on(‘ of which tlu‘y grow so weary here : where tluj 
utmost reach of happiness is no more but the com- 
l>h‘tion and duration endless, of that which tiny are 
so little willing to begin — a rest from the agitating 
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cfiros of time and sense, and a devoting of time, and 
thoughts, and pcnvers to the 'worship of tlic Deity, 
the contemplation of his works, and the performance 
of his wdll. Tliis is a liajtpiiiess that is not for us 
here, we cannot reach it if wo woidd. lUit that we 
may taste of it, that we may cultivate a desire and a 
liking to it, .an imperfect Sahhath lias heen at cer- 
tain intervals ajipointed us, in wliieh we are jier- 
mitted, nay, commanded, under all the penalties of 
disohedieiice, to take of the foo<l on whicli our per- 
fected sjiirits will eternally he ftsl, if the feast of 
heaven he prciiaring for us. The day eomes round, 
an<l finds so little welcome, it is hut an im]>ort.unate 
intruder on our enjoyments, an interruption to our 
busincos. The food we art* recjuired to taki.^ is so 
unpalatahle, 'vve are obliged to mix with it as miu'h 
as. pos.sihle of our weekly fare to enable us to take 
it. 8o .averse are we to this faint semblanei' of the 
eternal statt;, that not even the timtoi's of (Jod’s 
broken law can force us to partake of it. The 
aversion must he .strong indeed that will m.‘ik“ us 
risk so much hy disohet lienee, rather than make the 
sacrifice of a few brief hours. And to what is it we 
are so averse ? Let us consider. 
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Ko. IX. 

FKlKXDSIIir. 


Fnr I'Viend.sliip is no of hasty prowth ; 

Tiiou^h rooted in estcenrs deeji soil, the slow 
Ami j;rjv«(ual culture <»f kind intercourse 
Must hrmfr f(» it luTfcctioii. 

Joanna Baillie. 


1 lu: a gToat ntiiulxn* of tilings that every 

)*oi\y Nji\v for no reason that ean lie ]>ere<iive<l, Imt 
’ e\erv body always lias said tln'in ; and, 

er be the reeoinniendation t(; these (airreiit 
ojMnions, or rather assertions, for opinion lias little 
to do w itii llieii), it i'^ eertainly not their ti-uth. There 
i> not one in ten ot the persons who talk on these 
I nivei'^al topics, tliat has <‘ver eonsidere<l whether 
wliat it is eiistoiiiaiy to say, be true or not ; and 
though they are inattiTs of e\eryday exj>ei*ienee, 
th<‘y seldom pause to eonijiare their habits of talk- 
ing with tlu^ir actual observation on the subject. 
But obsiTvation, unfoi-tuiiatcly, most of us make 
none, till past the age at whieh it would most avail 
us. A> e take u]) our sentiments, and Jiot s(‘ldom our 
very feelings, upon trust, and it is not till after many 
\0L. 1. F 
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a hard rub and bitter pang, wc cotno to ])ore(‘lv(‘ 
that, had wc felt inclre justly, we need not Jiave suf- 
fered. Perhaps this is «'in evil in some degr(‘(‘ 
irremediable; there are many who (*annot, and more 
who will not, think and judge on their t>wn b(‘lialf- — 
what they were taught in their youth they will 1 k‘- 
lieve in tluur ago, and what they said at lift ecu tla y 
will go on saying at fifty; though the wIioIp eoiirs** 
and current of their observations, had they iiiaih^ 
any, would go to disprove it. Put if this is th(‘ 
ease, and if it must be so, it is but of the more im- 
portauoe Avhat habits of thinking ami fetbng young 
people receive*, on entering a world that will not 
eliange its course to meet their expectations, or show 
ovenmieh iiidulgeiiee to their mistakes. If the mis- 
eliief ended where we began to trace* it, with ihe 
mistaken seiitiiiieiits given forth in the talk of so- 
ciety, it would be siiwll, and we would let it jiass as 
a liarmless fietion — but not sehlcjm it goe*s to tJje 
dearest and teiiderest interests of our bosoms, to the 
very vitals of our eartldy liappim\ss. It may indeed 
do worse — for it may assail our \irtues and attaint 
our souls with siii, by giving a cheek to the lK*nevo- 
lent affections, and indueing a morose and cyni(?al 
habit of feeling towards our fellow-cTcatures, the 
very reverse of what Christianity enjoins. 

These refle(^tions, something long, as those may 
have thought who are in a huny to know what they 
mean, were excited in my mind by a conversation I 
recently heard in a party of young ladies, and which 
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I take as a pattern and semblance of twenty other 
conversations 1 have lieard in twenty similar parties. 
Friendship was, as it very often is, the subject of 
the discussion, and though the words have escaj>ed 
my memory, T can well nicall the substance of the 
remarks. One lady boldly asserted that there was 
no such thing as friendship in the world, when* all 
was insincerity and selfishness. I looked, but saw 
not in her mirthful eye and iinfurrowx'd cheeks any 
traces of the sorrow and ill-usage, that, I thought, 
should alone have wrung from gentle lips st) harsh 
a sentence, and I M^ondered where, in twenty brief 
years, she could have learned so hard a lesson. Have 
known it, she could not ; therefore 1 concluded she 
had taken it ui)on trust from the poets, w ho are fain 
to tell all the ill they can of human natun?, because 
it makes bett(T ]»o<‘try than the good. The rmiark 
was taken up, as might be expected, by a young 
champion, who thought, or said without thinking, 
tliat friendship was — f really cannot undertake to 
say what — but all the things that young ladies usu- 
ally ])ut into their themes at school — something very 
interminable, illimitable, and immutable. From this 
the discussion grew, and how it w^as, and wdiat it 
was, went on to be discussed — T cannot jmrsue the 
thread of the discourse, but the amount of it w%as 
this. One thought friendship w\as the summer por- 
tion only of the blest ; a fiowxT for the brow of the 
prosperous, that the child of Tuisfortune must never 
gather. Another tlutught, that all interest being 
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dostriu'tivc of its very esscneo, it could not Ix' tnist<‘d. 
unless tlioi'c ^vlls an utter destitution of <‘V(M‘v tiling 
that inig’lit recommend us to favour or re<juite afli‘c- 
tion. This lady must have heen liroiight t<> the depth 
of wretchedness ere she ever c<juld he sure slu* had 
a friend. Some, 1 found, thought it was made nj> of 
a groat deal of sensibility, vulgarly called jealousy, 
that was to take um)>rage at eveiy seeming slight, 
to the indeseribahh' torment of either j)arfy. Some 
l>t‘trayed, if tiuy did not exactly say it, that tiny 
thouglit frieiidship such an absoJutt* unity, that it 
>vouId be a less crime to >vorshi|) two gods than to 
lo\'<» two friends ; ami th(»r(‘fore, to biang it to its 
])erfeetion, it was necessary that all beside should be 
despised and disregarded. ()t]K‘]*s, ^ ery young, and 
of eourse soon to grow wiser, thought it eousisted 
in the exaet disclosure of your own eonet^rns, and 
those of every body else, witli wliieh you might 
ehaiic(‘ to become aecpiaiu ted ; othi‘rs, that it re<piii- 
od siKjh exact conformity in ojunion, thought, and 
feeling, as should make it impos.sibh‘ to ditllM* ; and 
otluTs, that it imj»lied such generous iutiTftTt'iiee 
even with the feelings as Avell as alliiirs of its object, 
that it shouhl spend itself in disintei’csfed re])roaclies 
a!id unasked advie<*. But however ditlering else, 
all were stirc that friendship but usurp(?d the name, 
unl(‘ss it wore purely disinterested, endlessly durable, 
and beyond the reach of time and cireumstanee to 
change it ; and all were going forth in the full e(jr- 
taiiity of finding friends, each one after the i)atterii 
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of Lor own imagination ; tlie first spoakor only ox- 
CH^ptod, wlio was fully (lotormiiiod never to tiiid any, 
or never to trust them if slic did. 

I marlvod with pained attention the warm glow 
of expeetation so soon to ho blighted, an<l relleeted 
doo]>ly oil tho many heaitaohos with whu*h they must 
unlearn their errors. 1 saw that eaeh one was likely 
to ])ass ov(T and r(‘j(‘(*t the rielu^st blessing of earth, 
oven in the very ])iirsiiing of it, from luiving sket<*h- 
ed in imagination an unresembling portrait of the 
objeet of pursuit. “ AVIien friendship mc^ets them,’’ 
T said, “ they Avill not know her. Can no oiu‘ <lraw 
for tluMii a b(*tt(‘r likiniess ? " 

It is the language of Ixuiks and tin' language of 
soei('ty, that friends are ineonstant, and friendshi]) 
bul littl(‘ to b(* dejiended on ; and the belief where 
it is really reeeivcsl, goes far to mak(‘ a truth of that 
which else Avere false, by creating Avhat it suspects. 
F<‘w of us but have liv(»d alreaxly long enough to 
know the bitterness of being disap]M.>iuted in our 
atieetions, and decehcd in our ealeulations, by those 
with whom, in the various relationships of life, Ave 
an* hnnight in contact. Perhaps the aggi*egate of 
pain from tins cause is greater than from any other 
cause AvliatcA'cr. And yet it is much to he doubted, 
\vh(‘tlier nearly the wliole of this sutl'ering d(H‘s not 
arist‘ from our oAAni unreasonable and mistaki'ii ex- 
])ectations. There are none so nnfoituiiat(*, hut 

th(‘y meet Avith some kindness in the Avorld and 

none, 1 ladieve, so fortunate, but that they meet with 
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much less than tliey might do, were it not their ()\vn 
fault. 

Tn the first ])laeo, we are niistak(‘n in onr ex|H*c- 
tation that friendshij) should he ilisinter(‘st(‘d. It 
neither is, nor can he — it may he so in aetion, hut 
never in the sentiment. — ^there is alw.ays an etjuiva- 
lent to he returnech If not, it may he g(*nerosity, it 
may he Ix^nevolenee, hut frieiidsliip is not tin* name 
for it. soon as we intoniiingle with our fidlow- 

crc'aturivs, we lK‘gin to form ])ref(‘i*(mees to one above 
another. Tlie eireumstanees that deei(h^ this pre- 
ference are infinitely various ; hut he they what they 
may, tlie movement in the first instance is jnirely 
selfisli. In the advances we make, th(5 attentions we 
j)ay, and the attempts to recommend ourselves to 
their afte(;tions, it is our liappiness, not tlieirs, of 
which the increase is in our view. In some way or 
otln*r, they pleased us before we began tolovetlu'in ; 
our friendship therefore is a purchase, not a gift ; a 
part of the ])riee is paid, and the rest is in exjieeta- 
tion. If we examine the mo\ements of our own 
liearts, we must he sure tliat this is the ease ; and 
yet w^e are so nnreasonahle as to exj)eet. our friemls 
should be purely disinterested, and, after having se- 
eured tlieir afieetioiis, we negleet to ])ay tlie ])riee, 
and expect they should he eon tinned to us for no- 
thing. We grow careless of pleasing them, incon- 
siderate of their feelings, and heeilless of the govern- 
ment of our own tempers towards them — and then 
we conijilain of inconsistency if they like us not so 
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woll as when dressed out in our best for the re(?e|>tioii 
of their fav our. Yet it is in fact we that are changed, 
not they. 

Aiiotlier fruitful source of disappointment in our 
attachments is, that wliilc we aT*e much more fpiick 
in detecting the faults of others than our own, we 
a))sijrdly n^quire that twery one sliould be faultless 
but ourselves. We do not say that wt* expect this 
in our friends ; but we do ex]>ect it, and our conduct 
proves that we (‘xpect it. We begin also with be- 
liiiving it. The obscurity of distance, the veil that 
the jiroprieties of society cast over na tiling’s defor- 
mity, the dazzling glitter of exterior qualities, baflle 
for a time our most penetrfiting glanees, and the im- 
])erfect vision seems all that we would have it. Our 
in(‘xj)erienced hearts, and sonu^, indeed, that should 
be better taught, fondly Ixdieve it to be all it sc^ems, 
and begin their attachment in full hope to find it so. 
What won<h?r, then, that the bitterest disa])]>oint- 
inent should ensue, when, on more close acquaint- 
ance, we find them lull of imperfections, perhaps of 
most glaring faults, and w^e begin to express disgust, 
sometimes even resentment, that they are not what 
we took tluMu for. But was this their fault or ours ? 
Did tluy not presiuit themselves to us in a garb of 
mortal flesh ; and do we not know that mortals are 
im])erf(^et, soiled with sin — nay, sunk so very, very 
low in it, that bowo\'(;r the ontsidt* be fail*, the inte- 
rior is corrupt and altogether vdle ? lie who knows 
all, alone knows liow <*oiTupt : — the heart itself, en- 
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Jiglitoned I>y Jus gi'noo, is luoro (loo])!^ in tho secret 
than any witlioiit t*an ])C — but if tlio tiling wo lovo 
bo mortal, somotliing of it w(* must jiorcoivo — and 
nion^ and moro of it wo must poi’ooivo as we look 
closer — find if this is to disappoint and revolt us, 
and draw harsh rojwoa(*hes and bittcT reei*iminations 
from our lips, tlion^ is but One on wliom wo can fix 
our hearts with safety — and ITe is one, alas ! wo 
show so little disposition to love, as proves that, Avith 
all our eoin|dainings and bewailings of each other’s 
faultiness, our friends arc fis good as will at ]>ros(‘nt 
suit us. 

Another eause of mortification is, that we ex]»eet 
too much from those who do truly and ri*ally lovo 
us. AVo expect that they shoulil profei* our interests, 
feelings, and juirjiosos to th(*ir own. Tliis is not, and 
cannot bo. Truth has re(‘orded many instances, and 
fiction has invented an abundance more, in whieli, 
on some great eimTgeiiey, this has be(Mi the case ; 
and in the common relatioiisliips of life, wt* mav 
evi*ry day so(‘ the most lovely and endearing instances 
of self-negation in favour of those on whom our 
hearts are fix(*d. lUit thesis are sacrifices, they ar(i 
oft’orts against tho current ; they ought never to bo 
presumed uiion, and never exacted, if it be possibl(» 
to avoid it. Ilut instead of this fiirbearance, tho 
most willing hand becouK's tho most liardly taxed — 
the more kindness we receive tlui more we demand 
— ^the frituid who iirofcsses to love us must yield 
every thing for us ; bear every thing from us, and 
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do every tliinp: for us; and if it eoine out at leiurtli 
that lie liave interests, and purjioses, and ft>eliiigs nf 
Ins own, wo are wounded and surprised, and exelaiin 
against the fallibility of human atfections. Yevs, tiny 
are fallible, and tluy are liiuitc<l, as all things tinit(‘ 
are ; and if we did not ]>ersist in disbelieving this 
truth, we need not sutler those bitter (lisa])]>oint- 
ments. There never was but One whose lo\ t' eon- 
fessed no limit ; and he w^as more than man. The 
mori* h<‘ w’as ]>rovoked the more he loved ; his kind- 
ness grtwv u]>on tlu‘ injuries that repulsed it, and the 
gr(*ater the burdens hea]KMl upon him, the low’er 
bowed his sa<T(‘d head to bear them. His favour 
iieirh<‘r gr(?w on our deservings, nor is ehilh‘d by our 
(hmierits ; he gives all and takes nothing in return ; 
and the more w(* demand, the moj‘e we confide, so 
much the more is he willing to bestow^ on us. But 
this is the jiortrait of no earthly friend, and unUiss 
it b(‘ar some resemblance to ourselves, we have no 
right to t?xpe(*t it should be. 

And then the mutability of all sublunary things— 
Is it in the iiow^er of human eonstaney to fix tlumi ? 
However determined to keep them, (‘an the idea- 
sur(*s of to-day be the ]»leasures of to-morrow^, diaiiik 
on with unsated ajijugite? Does the w’^aste of y(‘ars, 
and the growth of kiiowd(*dge, and the (diang(‘ of 
habits, make no eluinge in our feelings and tastes? 
AVe ])art fi‘om our frituid in the full glow' of re<*i- 
proeal afibetion, and think to meet again (?xa(*tly as 
we parted. Our attachment nuiy indeed outlive the 
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separation, and from youth to a^(» he su]).stantially 
the same. But mean time thti eliaratdiir of eaeli is 
slowly elianging, new habits are acquiring, and new 
judgmmits forming. We meet again and are sur- 
prised to find no more the unity of spirit that once 
united us, the assimilation of feeling that once made 
our society so delightful to each other. And again 
in bitter disap[)ointment we inveigh against the false- 
ness and versatility of those who once took so much 
d(ilight in us. But are they to blame? Is it not 
the common course of all things earthly, on which 
ehanged and changeable is irrevocably wi ittiMi? 

And lastly, but not least productive? of these pain- 
ful issues, there is the false system uiuh;r which we 
form our friendshij^s, as we do all things else that 
concern us upon earth — a system of error as it re- 
gards ourselves, our situation, and our dt?stiny. We 
forget that W(; are strangers and ])ilgrims upon earth, 
hurried forward to a dist.ant and far oth(?r state. Our 
friemls may be our fond companions by the w’^ay, 
they may assuage our sorrows and height(?n our de- 
lights, and wdth a transient tender.n{\ss may hold our 
hands and assist us in our task ; but their bosoms 
must no more be our resting-place than any other 
thing on earth — ^they are treasures that must be 
jnirted from, they are ])ossessioris that time must 
steal, th(‘y are goods that must corru])t and ])ass 
away. Ht'aven has pronouncc^d it so, and so it must 
be. And if in this, as in all other things, wx* i>er- 
sist in acting, feeling, and exjiccting, as if the w^orld 
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wriv our liomo, and the things of it our lasting he- 
ritage, instead of being, as they might, our sweetest 
consolation, our purest eiijoyinent, and liighest zest 
of life, oui* friendsliips must become a source of 
moi*tification, chagrin, and discontent. 

But are we, therefore, to say tliere is no such 
thing as friendship, or tliat it is not worth the seek- 
ing; morosely rejad it, or sus]>iciously distrust it? 
If we do, we shall pay our folly’s price in the for- 
feiture of that witliout which, howtwer we may pre- 
tend, w e never are or can be happy : prefei*riiig to 
go without the vc)*y greatest of idl earthly good, 
Ixu'aiise it is not wliat perhaps it may be in heaven, 
llatlier than this, it would bt^ wnse so to moderate 
our ex|)ectation and adapt our conduct, as to gain of 
it a larger measure ; or, as far as may be ]>ossible, to 
gather of its tlowers without ex[>osing ourselves to 
be wcjunded by the thorns it bears. This is only to 
be done by setting out in life with juster feelings 
and fairer ex|>ectations. 

It is not true that friends are feAv and kindness 
rar(\ No one e> cr uewled a friend and destu*ved one, 
and found them i|ot : but we do not know' them wdum 
w e see them, or deal w ith them justly when wo have 
tlKMii. AVe must allow others to be as variable, and 
imperft'ct, and faulty as ourselves. An old writer 
has Tuost foreibly sai<l — ‘“To say nothing of our 
friends, w ill not the sinking <»f our own hearts IjcIow' 
the gtaierous tenor of friendshij», blast tlie fruits of 
it to us ? Did we use so little affection in making 
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a fri 011(1, that w(' ikh^cI none to koop him ? Must 
not wo ho always upon the stretch in some minute 
cjiutions and iudustri(\s, in order to content that 
tender alleetion w(» would liave in our iVi(*nd ? (^an 
we make our love to him visible amidst the resor ^’0 
and abstraction of a ptmsive mind ? In our sanguiiu* 
hours do w(' not assunu' too much, and in our iiu'- 
hincholy think ourselves despised ? Wludher we 
feel it or not, this is th(‘ truth of ours(?lvt»s, and if of 
ourselves, of others also. AVe do iu)t wish our younij^ 
read(^rs to love their fritmds less, but to love tlumi 
as what they are, rather than as Avhat tliey wish 
them to be — and instead of tlu' jealous ]KTtinacity 
that is vvouudod by every appearance of cliange, and 
disgusted by ev(*ry detection of a fault, and ready to 
distrust and cast away the kindest friiMid on evt‘ry 
trifling differeiK^e of behaviour or feeling, to cndti- 
vate a moderation in their demands, a ])atient al- 
lowance for th<^ eflect of tim<‘ and circumstan(*e, an 
indulgcuK'c towards peculiarities of temper and (*ha- 
ractc.T, find above all, such a close examination of 
what ])fiss(*s in their own hearts, as will tcjieh tluMii 
better to understand and excuse Avlpit they dt‘t(‘ct in 
tin? hearts of oth(U*s ; ever rem(‘mb(a*ing that fill 
things oil ejirtli are earthly, and thercd'oi'e chang(‘ful, 
])erishable, and uncertain. 
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No. X. 


A FAJ5LE. 


Beside the several jiieces of morality to he drawn out of this vision, 
I learned frtnu it, never to repine at my own misfortunes, or to envy 
tlie happiness of another ; since it is impossible for any man to form 
a right judgment of his neighbour's sufferings. 

Addison. 


I 1)0 not know wliotlior niy readers over felt a do- 
sin* of the sort, Imt 1 liave often thought it must ho 
j>letisaiit to listen in the days of -.Esop, when every 
Thrush could offer counsel in a voice as swx*et as 
that with which she bids farew^ell to the dei>arting 
sun, and every buMorfly could whisper a warning to 
the fri\’olous and vain, before the cold wind numbed 
her golden bosom. However remotely wandering 
from the walks of men, however much coiiderimed 
to solitude and silence, he could hear something that 
was worth tlie listing; and worth the telling, too, 
as the world has seemed to think; since, for ages 
aftei', it is content to read what the Fabler has ceased 
to tell, and the birds and the beasts have so un- 
kindly ceased to utter. 

Perhaps my readers do not believe that it ever 
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lias Ixjon so. That is a scoptiiasni very unfavourable 
to the reception of niy story — but if it be so, 1 can 
only say, that all I rejieat. I did surely hoar, and if 
they listen they may hear it too — and p(.*r]iaps they 
will think Avith me, that since it (?annot be the dis- 
course of (T(‘atures rational, 1 do Avisi'ly to attribute 
it to those we term irrational. Perhaps, could these 
irrationals be heard in their OAvn behalf, tliey Avoiild 
say our fables do them much injusti(*e. Tiny liave 
shared oiir miseries, but not our sins. Tlie wolf 
devours the lamb because he is hungry, and the lamb 
is the food that nature has appointt‘d him : when he 
no more is hungry, he Avill no more slay tlie lamb, 
lie ob(‘ys the hard necessity brought on him by man's 
delimpiency, and thinks and knows no wrong. Put 
the jealousy, and the pride, and the hard unkind- 
noss, and the restless discontent, and aimless mis- 
chief, is all reserved for bosoms rational — we have 
put into the mouths of the viper and the lion, words 
of wrong that «amid all created tilings, perhajis, were 
never heard but from our own. However tliis may 
be, I must proceed Avith my tale ; and if my readers, 
after a careful jierusal, should bo of opinion that T 
Avas deceived, and that tin? creatures I saAv and heard 
Avere neither birds nor beasts, 1 willingly submit to 
their decision. 

One day — if it was not in the days of iEsop, it 
must have been in some region not very commonly 
known — T aa us Avandering by myself in the fairest 
of scenes, on the finest of days, and in the best of 
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liiimours — How could I I)C otherwise ? It was a day 
and a scone in wliich the spirit that deliglits in na- 
ture’s charms feels almost a painful stru£?^le to 
enlarge its powers that it may enjoy th(*m more' — It 
was not hot, for the fresh l)reezc blew from the sea, 
bea7 ing with it the perfume of the moss and herbage 
ov(?r which it passed — It was not cold, for a bright 
autumn sun wanted yet some hours of setting ; and 
if now' and then a silver fleece pjiss(*d ov(‘r it as a 
veil, it was but to change the tints and vary a pro- 
spect notliing could improve. Either my mind was 
that day free from carets, or in the o\erwhehning 
s(*nse of gratitude for the bounty that with so much 
beauty clothes this jH^rishable world, the remem- 
hrance of tluMU w as for tln^ time absorbed ; could I 
be dissatisfied where all besides was harmony and 
peace? Eveiy thing W'as beautiful, and everything, 
as 1 thought, seemed happy. A crow'd of living 
creatures gave animation to the scene, and (jac^h one 
ajipeared, in iny viirlighted vision, exfictly formed to 
be what it was, and to do what it was doing ; and 
could any one be other than itself, 1 thought it must 
lose something of its fitness and its charms. Yonder 
cold Worm, I said, that crawls in naked ugliness 
iij)ou the soil, ami cannot rise from it, should 1 take 
it up and lay it upon that rose, would thank me 
little foi‘ my jiaiiis — it would pine on its bcjxiity, and 
starve upon its pi*rfumes — and what w'ould avail it, in 
its earthy prison, the Beetle’s gohlen w ing, or the 
velvet bosom of the fluttering Moth ? Eroiii nature’s 
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largest work, to the least insect that frets the leaf, 
each thing h«as organs, and feelings, and habits, 
exactly suited to tlic j>lace it is to fill — were it other 
than it is, it could not fill its ]»lace — and being what it 
is, were it removed to any other, it would surely be 
less happy. The Gower of the valley would tlie upon 
the nlountain^s top ; and as surely would the hardy 
mountaineer, now flourishing on Alpine heights, 
languish and die if transplanted to the valley. The 
IVlakiT of the world, then, hits made no mistakes, 
has done no injustice — every thing, as he luis 
arranged it, is what it should be, and is placed 
where it should be, and none can re[>iiu^, and none 
complain. 

I thought so, but I was mistaken — things are very 
diflerent when you <H)me to look into them, from what 
they a])]>oar on superficial observation. Viewed from 
a distance, the troubled oct*an seems an unbrok(*u 
surface; go t*loser, it becomes a seem* of tumult 
and destriK^tion. And T, alas! was not destined to 
carry home the deliisioji 1 hail brought out, or had 
falsely gathered in the contemplation of miture’s 
works, and the Creator’s wisdom and munificence. 
Instead of all being fitness, beauty, and harmony 
serene, 1 had to learn that all Avas ^absolutely wrong, 
and nothing could be alter(‘d w ithout being amended. 
First, from the tall summit of a roi^king Fir-tree 
1 heard the solitary raven thus bewail himself: — 
“ It is surely hard that I am doomed to dwell for 
ever on the top of this tall tree, .battered by every 
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stoiMii that blows, and chillod by ovory bitter blast. 
For many an age, my ancestors, they say, dwelt 
hej-(j before me — l)ut why must one be born to a des- 
tiny not of one’s own choosing ? You tiny Linnet s 
nest, eoidd I get into it, would suit my taste exactly, 
and I might spend my days in quietness and ])eacc.” 

“ Tliis element,” said a Trout to Ids fellow, as 
they glided tlowii the stream, “ is neither healthy 
nor agreeable. The sunbeam plays u]K)n the surface 
but to mock us, and never comes beneath to warm 
our blood. Thei'e is no reason that e\er I liavo 
heard, why fishes have not as much right to fly in 
the air as either birds or butterflies.” — ‘"True,” re- 
plied his fellow, “ and we would try it in desjdte of 
Ibi’tune, but that our lungs are so badly formed, I am 
not sure we could breathe when w'e came there.” 

‘‘ I am a contented creature,” croaked out a Frog 
that sat crouching by the streamlet’s side — “ I like 
my condition well enough, nor ever wish to live but 
in this mud — yet 1 confess 1 see no reason w hy that 
gay jdieasant should wear such brilliant featli<*rs, 
while 1 have none. The gifts of Providence are 
very i)artially distributed, methinks.” 

A bulky (kibbag(» (for in those days vegetables as 
well as animals could speak), from an unweeiled bed, 
where without much care it had grown full large and 
round, was just then looking through the w indow of 
a griicnhouse, and with no small bitterness of tone 
exclaimed, “ How blinded, how misjudging are 
mankind 1 While 1, a most wholesome and useful 
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nm left to prow as I mav, tlirou-'h 
smiHiHT boat and wintor thoso tawdry ja,.o,l 
CMS. til t'or Jiotliiiip Jmt to UM)k at, an- to Ik- mirsid. 


and sfox.sl, and xvatonsl. It is Jianl indeed to bear 
the world’s injustice!” — “And 1.” rejoined an Ox, 
foiijfortahly in a licM, wJio Iiad. douhtK.ss, 

ovorhoard tlu» last remark, ‘‘had I the inanairi*ineiit 
of this werld s good, would have a Aery different 
arrangement, and if any did not labour, ni'ither 
should they have food. J, who haxe toiled all day, 
am fed on grass, tiiid sent forth to gather it for my- 
self, while yonder idle* spaniel is reared on dainti(*s 
from his inastt^r’s hand — ^Init ere he he allowed to 
eat, he ought to ho yoked as we are, and sent forth 
to jdougli.^" — “ Tt is true,” rej)liod a t(*am-HorsSe, 
his companion ; “ 1 see no reason wliy we, of animals 
the largest and the best, should he obliged to do the 
work for all. AVby should not those idle hlackhirds 
come down and jireimre the ground for easting in 
the seed, while we go sit upon the tret* and sing till 
it suits our appetite to eome and })i.ek up what others 
sow?” 

“Alas! alas!” whistled a pretty, ])ainted Gold- 
finch, with whom berries that day were rathei* scarce; 

“ to what a hard destiny am 1 condemned 1 Were 
I yon ugly barn-door fowl, I should be fed and 
sheltered for the sake of my eggs and chickens — ^Imt 
in this sordid, selfish age, beautiful as I am, no one 
cares for me, because I can give them nothing in 
return.” 
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And next there eame buzzing by me a fine gilded 
Fly, fluttering and feasting itself upon every smaller 
inseet it eould catch, till T began to wonder where 
its appetite would be stayed — when, finely spun be- 
tween the branches of a rose, a strong spider s web 
caught th(» gay reveller, and held him fast in chains. 
“ So!” (‘xclaiuied the prisoner, “thus it is to live in 
a world of treachery and crime; jflaced by Provi- 
clenee at the mercy of every bloated sj>ider; the in- 
iKXHUit still the victim of the base ! ’’ 

And so I went on and on, and listened and lis- 
tened, and nothing couhl I hear throngliout idl the 
creation I thonglit so beautiful, but ])laints of dissa- 
tisfaction, and charges of injustice: all w(‘i*t‘ dissfi- 
tlsfi('d with wliat tJi<‘y w(*re, and injured lK‘«uise 
th<‘y were not something else. My heai't sunk with- 
in rue at the hearing — I listcne<l no more, but i had 
gained ample food for niedibition. 

Can it be then, 1 sai<l within myself, that lie, the 
beginning and th-. End of all things, Creator, Lord, 
Disposer of the world, has done injustice^ to 
cr(‘ature he has plactxl in it? There are those, it 
is true, who have made it what He made it not, and 
have introdiKH‘d foi* themselves sins and miseries, 
which he at first ordained not — but it is not of these 
we hear so much com])laining — ^the cay ])erpetual is 
against the* providential circumst£inc(?s, of nature or 
of fortune, to which each is subjected. However 
infidelity demy, or carelessness forget it, these cir- 
cumstances do, and ever will remain in the hand of 
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Him who is Lortl of all : therofoi o, ('vory (u)m]>laii)l; 
that is uttered aj|**aiiist uur fortunes, is a complaint 
against him, for lie assigned it. 

From the cold dust which was all alike hefore his 
spirit l)roathod on it, he moulde<i a world of creatures, 
so various as none hut Deity could <levise; hut end- 
lessly A^ariahle as they wen?, each (Uie Avas in its for- 
mation minutily i)ei*fect ; not one had a want that 
it had not the means of supplying ; not one had 
a fa<*ulty without some ])nrj)ose for which it was 
inij)arted. The more dee])ly we examine into the 
seon'ts of the natural world, the more c(‘rtainly and 
surprisingly we find it so. Examiiui the minutest 
flower, and sw) Avith what wonderful foi*eth ought, as 
it Averc*, it is sui)}>liiHl AA'ith organs, aetiv(i, though to 
all a])pearaiKHi motionless, to feed itself, to groAV, 
and to ])roduce its fruit : not all alike, hut each one 
diflerently. Had they heeii all alike, all must have 
grown on the same soil, in the same .as[)ect — iioav, 
from the hardy Lichen that hraves tlu? rigour of the 
])oh?s, to the temh*r oflsj)ring of a tj-opieal sun, tluu e 
are some that can thrive in all. There is no douht 
that of two plants of cerLxin descriptions pla(;ed near 
eai?h other, each one from its difterent formation 
Avill imhihe the diflerent juices suited to itself; on 
which its companion would have died, perhaj)s. It 
is <*ertainly not without a reason, Avhether that rea- 
son can he traced or not, that one leaf is clothed 
with silken hairs, Avhile another has a coat of glossy 
smoothness. AVhy has the Vine the long, winding 
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tendril that never p^rows ii]»on the oak? Why are 
tlie seeds of tlic Mistletoe dcfnied the poAver of root- 
ing in tlie earth, and yet have a (piality no otlier 
setsl |>oss(‘s.s('s, of adhering to the hark of lrt‘(‘s oa 
Avhi(!h they take root and Hac? Why, hut heeaiise 
it is tlie ]ilaee tliat God assigns them ? More dis- 
eernihle still is the fitness of ev(‘rv thing in th<! 
animal ercation. Wliy lias the Ihietle rough harsh 
scales u])on its AAdngs, Avhen it eould fly like* the 
I>utt(Tfly Avithoiit them ? Plainly h(‘<*ause it was 
ni(‘ant to dwell in lioh« and ereviees, aaIioiv Avitliout 
them its Avings AA’ould he broken and destroyed. 
Why is the hill of the SparroAv draAvn to a sharp 
straight iioint, while that of the JTawk is curved and 
hooked ? Pe(‘ause the SjiarroAV is to ])i(*k out the 
Tiiinute se(‘d from its hiding-jdaee in the floAver. and 
the Hawk is to rend the flesh of the animals it feeds 
U]»oii. We knoAv all this, andAA'c admire it, and admit 
the wis<lom andheautyof the arrangcauent — it Avould 
seem t») us a thin j most strange, ]>erversi‘, ami ludi- 
crous, that the Frog, ahiding in the muddy pool, 
should sigh to he invested Avith the Flu'asaiit’s tail 
— that the finned Trout should pro}>ose to In' flying 
through the air, and the (Vhhage to he nurs(‘d and 
stifi(‘d in the gr(*en-house. Put, alas! hears it no 
reseinhlance to the things Ave hear and see (‘ls(‘ where, 
to something that we fe(*l and in our folly utter? 

The same Peing avIio created th(* animals and the 
vegetahle race, determined for us our jaoavc.ts, our 
chara(*t(*rs, and circumstances. So exactly right in 
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those, can it bo hero only lie is wrono* 1> Oan lie 
have placed one of us in a situation in wliicli we 
ought not to bo, iloniod us any natural a(lvantiig<*s 
it would ho dosirahlo wo should jwssuss, nr ^ivon 
us powers and faculties unsuited to the pnrt ho means 
us to pcrfoi’in ? It is impossible. Our pride sug- 
gests it ; our folly gives it utterance almost as often 
as we sjieak of oiu'selves or oiw affairs ; scar<;ely any 
one among us tliinks lie is by natiin* and fortune 
where and what lie sluHild be. Yot not more absurd 
arc the (complaints and wishes we have imagined in 
the wiser briitcc, than those we hear from the li])s of 
b(dngs capable of knowdiig and reffeeting on their 
absurdity — professing too to be aAvare from whom 
all things are, and by whose will all things are 
det(>rmin(‘d. 

It is most true, indeed, that by marl^s defection 
confusion has b(»en introduced into the (h‘eator\s 
perfect work, and that in one seiisii w'e are not and 
cannot be what we ought to b(‘, and w hat wo should 
desire to be. But wdiile to this moral perversion 
w’C are sutfieieiitly insensible, our murmurs and com- 
plainings are ever breathed against the natural and 
])rovideiitial portion assigned us upon (^arth. To 
hear the language of soc^iety, one might sujipose 
that every individual in it had been w ronged, by not 
b(ung or having sonu^thing tluit he is not or has not. 
How unfitted he is for the station he is in, how un- 
fortunate it is that he Iiappens to be so placed, how' 
ha])py and how' useful he might liavc bee^' under 
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other circumstcaneos, how hard is his portion, how 
iine(]ual the distribution of things, how blind is for- 
tune, how unjust is fate, how inequitable is the 
world in his behalf — wdiat is all this but the lan- 
guage of creatures wlw) think they could arrange 
the affairs of the world better than he who does it, 
and understand the nature and ]>ropensities of men 
better than he who made theiri ? 

Rut far from iindtTstanding what is bi‘st for each 
other, we may be assured we do not understand it 
even for ourselves. Wo come into the world very 
differently imudded and tmdow’od, our minds as little 
resembling each other as our persons : and ecpially 
various are the portions to wdneh w^e are born. The 
eircumsta,n(‘es of after life, as much the arrangement 
of our Maker as our first introduction to it, make 
even more difiereiiet* i)erhaps than our original con- 
stitution. The r(*sult is, that each one has character, 
talents, i)o>vers, habits, feelings, necessities, and ca- 
pabilities, as peci'.Iiarly his own and distinct from 
others as his station in life, which, as we know, 
can b(* occupied l)ut by one. Now , w hatever these 
be, we may rest assured w^e have no right whatever 
to comjdain : no iii justice has been done us, and no 
unfitness is imjiosed on us : where Providen(*e has 
])la.ced us is where W'e ought to be ; and exce])t in so 
far as by our sin w e may unfit ourselves, of which 
w'e have little right to complain, we are wdiat for 
our situation it is best we should be. As much 
right has the Worm to complain that he has not the 
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clitltTOiuly placed and difj<‘r<‘nfly acconmHMljitcd. 
AVe cannot read, indetnl, the titness and j>n)prl«‘ty of 
things in the affairs men as we <*an in rlie natural 


■^’orld — heeausti we know not our own In'arrs, tlic 


cause and eonsiMpience, and eternal issiu*> of (ll(»d’,; 
d(*alinffs with us — hut are wo not hound to h(*li<‘vc* 
it ? And if to h(‘lieve it, to act, and s])eak, and fool 
as if wo did so? Are w'o at lihorty to sup|>ose that 
wo alone of all eroat(‘d things are niisf<.)nned, mis- 
managed, and misjilaoed ? 
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Ko. XL 

EMULATION. 


II fnut rejetor non sculomont cc faux oclat de Tosprit, uiais encore 
la prudence hiimaine, qui paroit la plus scrieuse ot la jdiis utile, pour 
entrer (amiine les potits enfants dans la simplicitc de la foi, «laus la 
caiulcur ct dans rinnoeence des itncurs, dans riiorreiir de pcdic. 

Fkvki.ov. 


As in tho hazy darkiioss of tho scarcfly-hrt'akiiij; 
twilight, ovory ohjoot is iiidistiiu't and uiuHTtain, ainl 
tho more tho oyo st'arehes the more it is Ix^wihlorod, 
find tho foot inovos uiuvrtainly, uuahhi to disoiTii 
lM*tw<Hdi tlio tirin ofrotiiisward and tlu‘ darkoning 
oliasin — so ohstuirod, so inioortain wore th(» moral 
j)oivo|>tions of mankind, ore tho daystar of (Miristian 
truth rose upon our world. They who talked most 
of virtue, and profossiMl to love it most, and Avould 
]>(n*haps have loved it liad they known what it was, 
mistook tho naturt^ of tho good they sought, and 
took evil in its stead. IVlum tho groat man of fin- 
tiijuity jirojiarod tho t issuer of moral hoaiity witli 
which to <lross himself for po])ular a}>])lauso, jn-ido 
and selfishness w’ere the thread with whicli la* wovi? 
it, th(‘ tlovvers he wrought in it wore tlie evaneseidit 
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cliarms of time and sense. Examining the finest 
spoeiinens of Greek and Homan virtue, wlifit do wo 
find them ? Tin* liero was one to whom the world 
was a plaything, and men’s lives a toy. Ilis hard 
))osom was forbidden every kindly emotion ; every 
tender sym])athy wjus imperiously sacrificed to a stern 
will determined on self-aggrandis(Mnent. lie \vas a 
traitor, a tyrant, and a roblKir ; yet lu^ lived admired 
and belov(‘d ; and died, ;is lu? believed, the favourite 
of th(‘ gods — still looking to the laiind wreath as 
his eternal crown, and the tortures of his enemies 
as the amus(*ment of his Elysium. The sago, the 
philosopher, though a more harmless, was a mort» 
self-del udtjd being still. He sought the applause of 
the world in afieirting to despise it, and did but call 
oil* his senses, jiassions, and feelings from the things 
ai’oiind him, to fix tlnmi solely and entirely on liim- 
self. Ife mistook for greatness the eontempt with 
wdiieh he rejiu^ted all the good that God or man 
(!Ould otter, and for magnanimity the defiamjo with 
which he braved Heaven itself to subdue him. And 
these were the high standards of heathen vii'tue, by 
others admired at a distance, and at a distance 
imitated. A self-sufficing i)ride, an imjjatient sus- 
ceptibility that would not sufler the slightest touch 
of wrong, a bitterness of revenge that never pardoned 
it — these witc among the foremost of a heathen’s 
virtues. In considering the institutions of Lycurgus 
and other ancient legislators for the education of 
youth, harsh and unnatural as they appear to us, we 
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are struck with tlieir fitness to efTeot tlie jmr|>ose 
designed in them, of rearing their chiUireii to what 
had been accepted as the standard of moral ex- 
cellence. Having determined that there was more 
disgrace in the discovery of a theft, than in the theft 
itself, the Spartans pursued a consistent purj)osc in 
t(»aehing their children to steal adroitly; and thus 
throughout, we find the institutions of the wis<?st of 
luMithen nations admirably fitted to make theii* (ihil- 
dreu what they considered that they ought to be — 
vii*tuoiis according to their dark perceptions — heroes 
ami wise imm, such as we lijive descriluHl, 

Perhaps my read(Ts are thinking, and my critics 
making ready to assert, that I am talking instead of 
list(jning ; and lamenting what has be(‘n, rather than 
observing what is. But they are mistak(‘n. Little 
conm*cted as may seem the subjects, 1 never should 
liave thought of Cato, or Lyeurgiis, or (hcsar, or 
Diogenes, if I liad not listened one whole day in 
mute attention to the progresvs of education in a 
certain school-room, and following them^e into the 
world its tutored inmates, traced in idea the results 
of all the lessons I had seen them learning. When 
they were taught music, it was expected they should 
play — when they w^ere taught hVench, it was ex- 
])ected they should understand it — and except in 
some few unhaj)py instances, T suppose the results 
corresponded with the expectations. But some 
things I observed w'ere taught them that it w-as not 
expected they should learn, or desired they should 
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uml if] in :tf(nr t/in\ rnn(‘i‘fj ;ni njj. 

pr. iti Ntinlirs, jti'jlujps, 

nf (hrir in^i rui’fnry Wituhl tvtutiriiisi* tlw fruit of ilu‘iv 
own l:il)ovirs, tlio juvnliuv of tlu' .‘'(.vd Mi(‘ir iinlu>trv 
had sown. 

PariMits Avlio hrimirlit tlu*ir <]aiiy:liU‘rs to tliis school 
— at least I lieanl it of so many, that I am inclined 
to siij>|)os(‘ it of the rest — had said, either that they 
were so stii])id they eoiild not, or so (*lt‘\ei* they 
would not, j>in\suc their studies Avtdl at homo ; and 
tliey thouglit that the emulation excited by rivalsliip 
with others would much tend to ]>romot(‘ their j>ro- 
gress. The governess who should venture to con- 
tradict this introductory clause would jjrobably lose 
lior school ; add(^d to which, it is an admitteil rule, 
that what evt'ry one says must be true; by j)arity 
of reasoning, wdiat onc^ is alw\ays hearing one must 
beli(‘ve ; and conscientiously, and in pure gootl faith, 
this lady undertook what was asked of her, and ])er- 
formed what she undertook — the young la(rn‘s were 
]>owerfully stimulated by the very means pj escribed, 
and ujade a very rapid progrt\ss in every thing — 
Alas ! y(*s, in much that was unpcrceived and unsus- 
pected by those who mejint not to teach tlumi any 
thing but good — unperceive<l by any one, ])ei haps, 
but inys(‘lf, whose peculijir business there it was to 
look out for Avhat was wrong ; not marudously, as I 
beg my readers to believe — but as the ])hysician 
entjuires for the symptoms of the disease ho appre- 
lieiids. 
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In tho centre of a long and earpetloss floor, around 
a covevless tabic — a cold and uncomfortable ])ro 
s]>e(^t, that T lioj)e bad not the same chilling influence 
on their faculties as it would have on mine — and in 
(h^fiance of all (;()nscqiu‘nt sj)ine-(?om])laint.s, pL'u.vd 
u])right u])0]i a backless fonn, there sat a large ei]‘(‘I(» 
of ladies, not many years apart in age, and consi- 
dered, I su])j>os<% from their being classe<l togetlier, 
on som(*tlnng like a level of attainments, ^fluy 
wer(' i*e(*eivijig, it ap]»eared, a lesson of French from 
the master, and ])rodu(*ing for his ins]>ection th(‘ 
l(‘ssons eoiimd or written in his absence. A p(*rt- 
looking little creature, whose eonfi(len(‘e besj)okt‘ a 
priority her size could not have claimed, handed up 
her exercise with all the air of certain and (tlu‘a[)ly 
eariud siujcess, chattered througl) her lessons as if 
they had grown upon her tongue ; and in a tone (d* 
carelessness withal, that seemed detei'iniiud to show 
it cost her no i)ain-. Monsieur, too hap])y to escape 
the murd(?rous garlding of his native tongue, to 
which he Avas peii>('tually condemned, reiterated his 
“ Bon, bon,” ‘‘ Brave, brave,” uith many a whis- 
p(;rtd and broken stmtence — ‘‘ Bien habile” — ‘‘ tres 
l)etite” — “bonne fille” — ^the last being withal by no 
means proved. The little lady turned her black 
eyes round tho circle Avith a look that said as plain 
as words, “Now, stu}>id girls, do the best you can, 
for you cannot help yourselves.” This young lady 
was too Avell bred to laugh or mock ; but as I Avattdied 
her through the remaining lessons, a slight move- 
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mcnt of the upper lip wlien auy one made a blunder, 
a certain wriggle on her seat whenever their igno- 
rance caused d(*tention, bctniyed sufficiently her im- 
patience of their slowness, and trimnidi in her own 
superiority. 

A ]>r(^tty, ])ensive-looking girl, taller by half the 
head than her companions, in Avhose meek eye a 
sensitive timidity beamed almost distressingly, had 
the misfortune to bo addressed with a preliminary 
cxliortation to do as well as the demoist?lle who had 
preceded her. The exordium was hital — fi lesson, 
very resj^ectably done, and gi\'iiig e\'id(int tokens of 
a great deal of pains, was begun Jind finished with a 
blush, that, to put the best construction on it, con- 
fessed a painful sense of inferiority, and a heeling of 
shame, that having done the best, it was not better. 
Many otliers followed — among the rest a heavy- 
looking girl, whose air of cowed (hispondemey par- 
ticularly took my attention — the helpless blockhead 
of her class, whose right to be hindmost liad never 
been disjnited since she came into it. Her ill-formed 
lips could no more pronounce the words than her 
memory could retain them. Yet this poor girl was 
urged, and upbraided, and reminded how much she 
was bigger than those who were less, and how little 
less than those who were bigger, and how absolutely 
inferior to them all; and the air of discouraging 
indifference with which the books were thrown back 
to her, was only equalled by the sullen acquiescence 
in disgrace with which they were received. 
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My attention was at this nionient distracted hy a 
voice behind mo raised something above concert 
j>itch, in reproaches against a child whose ruddy, 
vacant face, and large blue eyes, beamed any thing, 
at that moment, but a sister’s feeling, for having 
allowed a younger sister to gi^t so much before her ; 
while the sister’s sw^arthy countenance and di‘ep- 
siink eye, besjioke a i>owcr of intellect with wdiich 
th(‘ little llebe might have eontendi^d long enough. 
Ill this corner was a scene of excitation ecjual to any 
thing the most anxious mother could <l(\sire for the 
stimulus of lier daughter’s talents. The ladi(\s Iutc 
were all u]»on their fi^et in a circle round their 
teacher, answering questions made to them in suc- 
0(‘ssion, and taking places, as it is called, ac(?ording 
to tlu» correctness of the rei>lies. It was not on their 
own proficienev only tlie Auctory now depended— all 
honours must be >von upon a rival’s blunders ; and 
like the riders on .i balanced plank, the uprising of 
tli(‘ one was ])roi)ortioned to the downgoing of the 
otluT. N(?vor wa*re pugilists met with looks ()f more 
<l('‘termined contention than these gentle WTcstlers 
for literary honour. I couhl not mark without a 
j>ang the look of (lisajipointmeiit in a child who kntuv 
the answer, wdien she found the one above her knew 
it too; and the eager delight with wdiich another 
lieard the blunder that gave scojie for tlie display of 
her owm profieiency. Einy, malieo, jealousy, con- 
tempt, every evil passion of Avhich their little bosoms 
wore susceptible, jdayed in succession on their fca- 
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tures : tlieir teacher, mean time, as if slie took tlit‘in 
all for virtues, went on adding fuel to tlie flame, in 
praises, taunts, and comparisons, witliout any regard 
to the passions she was exciting, or the feelings she 
w^as j>erverting. 

I lieard much more, but I have told enough for 
my imrpose. This is the stimulant wdiich, under the 
g(mtl(‘ nam(^ of Emulation, is thought indis])ensable 
to the successful education of children. The term 
itself is found in Scripture classed wdth no fair 
company — but vve mind not tln» term, which we are 
aw^arc in the original admits of a good as well as a 
bad sense. Is the thing itself good ? It is asserted 
that children w^ill not learn without it — that com- 
petition is essential to their ] progress. We doubt it 
much : we s(*e not why the praise absolute may not 
be as enticing as the praise comparative. 15ut lei 
this j)oint be conceded, if it must, and be it admitted 
tliat a girl will learn more in the hope of outshining, 
or the fear of being outshone, than she (fan do either 
from the desire of know h‘dge, (u* a wish to ])lease her 
instructor, or any other motive. Still the question 
is not at rest. 

The daystar of truth has risen upon our world, 
and opened to our view a standard of moral excel- 
lency such as heathens never dniamed of. Pride, 
the stronghold of a heathen’s virtue, has been disco- 
vered to be a soul -destroying sin — the very sin that 
drove angels from Heaven, and man from paradise. 
Strife, resentment, ambition, rivalry, eon teiitioii, envy. 
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soH’-preforonce, have been determined to be sins — the 
eternal blessing has been pronounced by lij)s divine, 
not on the successful contender for this world’s j)raise, 
but on the mock in s])irit and the pure in luiurt. 
Our children arc Christians, devoted in baptism, 
and, as every pious parent hopes, hero;ifter to be 
a(?ceptcd as the servants and followers of Him, who, 
when he comes to acknowledge them as such, will 
not ask what they know, but what they ar(\ Do we 
act as consistently as heathens did, teaching them 
tliat all t\w attainments and all tht‘ knowledge in the 
world w(^re a dear-bought pun^hase at the expense 
of one right feeling, of one solid Christian virtue ? 
1 fear not. Lot any oin* of my young readers but 
watch the movements of her own heart, and judge 
of the fact ; for she is competent to do so, however 
young. What is her motive for tlu^ extraordinary 
exerrtions she is making in some particular study 
to-day? The wisli to gain aj»probation and esteem, 
a (hisirc to make tlic utmost use of the tah*nts given 
hei', ]>erhaps the simple Avish to excel in that parti- 
o,ular study for her own gratiti(jation — or is it tin? 
fear that some one will do better, that some one she 
desires to surpass Avill come up to her? Suj)j>ose 
the {>oliit gained, and herself held uj) as an example 
and a shame to those who have done worse, she is 
<ielighted ; but Avhy ? Would she have been e(pially 
delighted if every one else h.ad done as well? Or 
supj>ose slie has failed — why is she depressed? With 
regret that she did nut make im/rc exertion, and a 
VOL. I. * H 
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resolve to repair it to-morrow; or with <lesplte that 
others siu*eeedod better, envy of their sii])erior talents, 
and dissatisfaetion with her own? If tlie former be 
the ease in any of these snppt)sod probabiliti(‘s, the 
stimulus of rivalry was clearly nnneeessary, for her 
feelinj^^s were inde])endent of all eom])arison — if the 
latter, she gained imjwovement pei-haps, she gained 
an aeeoin]>lisliin(‘nt perhaps, and she went to bed 
satisfied that she had done W4‘ll. l>ut sh(‘ liad been 
proml, or jealous, or envious, or diseonttuited. lh*ide, 
envy, j(‘alousy, an<l discontent, are sins ; by every 
indnlgenec of them God is offended ; by (‘V(‘ry <*x- 
eiteraent of them an evil passion is fosttTed and 
strengthened. 

The nature of this seed is but too w(dl ])roved by 
the harsx'st it produces. In so(*iety, among women 
especially, a close observer miglit be astonished, if 
less inured to it, at tlu* little idea of wrong attached 
to feelings of tliis deseri]»tion. There are few women, 
perhaps not oiu?, who, if she knows herself, can say 
she was nev(*r jiained by tin* praisi^s of aiKdlier, nor 
ever depreciated the merits of another to enhance 
lier own. If w(* say this is iiatiii‘al, and cannot })e 
prevented — yes, but it is hateful, it is sinful, it is 
diabolical. The Gosi>el has been sent to disclose to 
us our state of natural delusion, by the shedding on 
our bosoms of a jmrer light ; and it has rank(‘d these 
feelings in the catalogue of moral ci'imes, most offen- 
sive to God and man, and deserving of cti?rnal con- 
demnation. Wo, in our great' wdsdoni, keep the 
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opinions of our lioathou ancestors ; and, in our umit 
madness, act ujmn them, teach tliem to our children, 
and say tli(‘y cannot he educated without them. 
Then let them remain for ever ignorant. We 
strangely miscalculate, even for our hap[)im‘ss in 
this world, wIhmi we sjicritice character to acMpiire- 
ments of any kind. That is indeed to ]>art from our 
d<‘cent and necessary clothing, for the ]mrchase of 
some brilliant jew(‘l with Avhich to deck ours(‘lves. 
1 surely shall not he sus]>ecti‘d of too lightly rvstima- 
ting the advantage of numtal cidtivation and polite 
aeeom})lishments. By every projau* motive, hv evt*rv 
sinless incentive, we may ])rovoke our jmjuls to exer- 
tion — to rh(‘ gifted we may say, Make us(‘ hy assiduity 
of what you lane — to tin? less (*ndowc‘d, Mak(‘ amends 
l»y assiduity for what you have not ; aiidhy ]>raiseor 
hlame enforce the prec(*j)t. But, if we must choose 
her ween tlu* moral and the intellectual good — if the 
culture tliat is to ! aise the flower, must foster with 
it the poisonous Aveed, we hold the utmost actpiisition 
of human intelh‘et light indeed. Its future fruits 
will never allay tlu* passions excittnl for its acquisi- 
tion. When sin hecomes the hiirdim and the shame 
of a hos<»m sti’uggling, and yet unahle to ivjuvss it, 
learning and talent Avill not AA’liispiT peace. When 
tile applause, and the trium]»h, and the apjn-ohation 
of men, an* jiast ami forgotten, the evil thought, the 
sinful emotion, will remain upon the constrience ; 
and, unless mercy hlot it thence, on Heaven's eternal 
records. 
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No. XII. 

EVIL SPEAKING. 


’Tis slander. 

Whose edpe is sharper than the sword ; whose toTL;n< 
Outvenoin.s all the worms of Nile ; wliose hreutli 
Rides on the posting winds, and doth belie 
All corners of the world. 


One day — I suppose iny readers do not exaijtly 
care what day, or what sort of a day, or at what 
hour, or whether in spring or autuinii, in sunshine 
or in clouds — 1 tell tliese particulai’s sonietiuies, when 
1 want to fill out iny paper ; but, on this o(?easion, I 
have enough to say without them, >So it was one 
day — 1 had been walking a considoralde distance 
through lanes where nature, unchecked by any inter- 
fei'ence on the part of man, brought forth together, 
in boundless luxuriance, her bitters and her sweets 
— the poisonous Nightsliade twined her branches 
round the honeyed Woodbine — the Bindweed laid its 
head of pure and spotless white on the hard bosom 
of a neighbouring Thom — the Thistle and the Hare- 
bell grew side by side. It >vas with difficulty, in some 
places, I liad made my way through the midst of 



TUB LLSTBNBR. 


117 


tliem ; and sometimes the Bramhlos caught mv dross, 
and sometimes I set my foot upon a Thistle — and 
wlu^n 1 attemjited to gather a flower, the thorns 
pricked and the nettles stung me. But I do not 
r(‘member that 1 felt any surprise, or any sort of re- 
sentment, that tiny did so. I neither wondered they 
should grow there, nor desired that they sliould be 
rooted out. I cannot recollect, indeed, that I had 
any thoughts upon the subject — it was so natural 
tliey sliould be there, and being tlurre, that they 
should do what they did — all seeiruHl too much of 
cours<* to (‘laim any observation. 

Leaving these wild and lawless jiaths, T luitered 
by a gat(‘way into grounds, that, though scarcely 
extensive enough to claim the title of a park, were 
yet apjiroaching to it in character, vtviy beautiiul, 
and of no in<H)nsid(*rable extent. Though the house 
was not in sight, no one could doubt it was the jitid- 
dock of some goo^lly mansion, on which tin* owner 
expend(‘d constant attention, and which it [ilcfised 
him to a'dorn and beautify. The magnifit*ent trec^s, 
f(‘athered even to the ground, showed the care with 
wlii(*h th(*y had been protected from the browsing 
of* the cattle. The flow<‘ring shrubs told, by thesir 
sunny looks, that they or their forefathers had been 
bred in something less than fifty-two degrees of lati- 
tude. A slender Leveret stole fl(H*tly over the turf, 
scarcely bending under its steps ; and a Squirrel, that 
looked as if he had been just combed and dressed, 
was leaping among the trees — but the Cur that 
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should enter there wtis doomed to deiith, by notieo 
written upon a }M)ar<] ; and Jiis ovvikt too, unless the 
s])rin^-i«iins eould distinguish between th(» lionest 
man and tlui tliief. And now my path was broad 
and sti aight, and ])eaten very liard : having no more 
to force my road through narrow ways and patlis 
unoei’tain, 1 began to walk freely and (farolessly ; oc- 
eu]»ie(l with the altc'ved beauty of tlu^ scen(» around 
m(‘, I dl<l not look where 1 was treading. Nature 
was not displaced by art, for she Avas hert' in all her 
splendour, in th<‘ full-dress garb with Avliich taste, 
and industry, and Avealth, had clothed Ikt, yet declu*d 
in no other b(*autit‘s than her oaa ii. My mind be- 
came oceupii'd with admiring, that H(‘, Avho had 
made a world so luniutiful that nothing could be 
wanting to it, had yet left to its inhabitants the 
means of imiwoving it, and adding to its charms — 
for doubth'ss, even in Kden, it Avas the business of 
man t<» train and beautify Avhat nature made : and 
now that it has b(*come his harder task to humour 
the unwilling soil, and ]>rovhle' against a ca]>ricious 
climate, a mass of the most ex<|uisite materials re- 
main to him, and his toil and care are n‘pai<l by 
OA^ery combination of beauty taste can suggest, and 
skill accomplish. While I aa^us thinking all this — 
one may think a great many aaIsc thiiigs in less time 
than one can say them — and not regarding Avhere I 
walked, I set my foot upon some Ioaa^ thistl(*s, negli- 
gently left upon the ])ath, and AA'hile it tinghsl from 
tlu'ir thorns, felt very much inc’lin(*d to upbraid the 



THE LISTENER. 


119 


thistles tliJit grtiw where thistles should not, Jiiul the 
gai*<I(*ner that did not dig them up, and the mast(T 
that did not keeji a l>ett(‘r gardener. But why did 
that exeite surprise, and almost indignation here, 
whieh a shoi-t time before did not awaken so much 
as a refieetioii ? 

The world is a wide Avilderness. Things good 
ami exeelhuit are strangely mixed in it with t5orrui)- 
tions the vilest ajnl the basest. The most enormous 
crimes crowd round and stifle tin; most generous 
feelings. Natural virtues, the broken outliiu's of 
that image once im}n*essed upon the h(‘art of man, 
now indistiiKit, and faint, and almost gone, are found 
in sueli base eom[)any — it is trm^ of nations as of 
individuals — that on the most brilliant charaettT are 
marked the foide.st sjK)ts. We have but to rea<l the 
histoiw of men in their natural state, to learn that 
this has been so — we hav(‘ but to study the; lives and 
ehara(;ters of ]>er'' >ns ujHh;r im other inflin*nee than 
that of natural feeling, t(» be assured it is so still. 
Bur in this wilderm;ss there is a garden, whieh lie 
Avho Jiiade it surely takes ]>h;asiire in. He has fen- 
ced it rouml, lu; has gathered out the stones from it, 
he has planted it Avith the choicest vines. Separated 
from an idolatrous, self-adoring world, <lrawii round, 
as it were, Avith the com]>ass of his most holy Avord, 
as far as the light of truth has in its spirit rea<;h(?d, 
the Bedeemer has a])proi)riated to himself a peoj)le 
under the a]>pellati«)n of Christians, to Avorship him, 
and lo\e him, and, as far as in tiieir weak humanity 
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they can, to follow in his footstc]>s. He has left this 
fair garden under no ordinary culture : He knows 
that the soil he made it from is (^ver what it was, 
dis])ost»d to hear the brier and the thorn that choke 
the goodly produce of his care. But what could 
have been done more for it, that lui has not don(‘ 
The mid-day of (iosj)el truth shines on it : the most 
lioly ]»reec])ts and most sanctifying doctrines ar(‘ 
shown f<orth in it — Like the light diu^s of the morn- 
ing that fall, Ave see not Avhence, the Holy Spirit 8 iie<ls 
its influence on the lieart — the .svvcjctCKSt hopes and 
richest ]»romises are whisi)ered abroad for our en- 
eourag(jmont. The result is, in some respects, what 
we might expect it to be. It is true that sin springs 
11]) cA'CTy hour in the corruf)ted bosom, but it is not loft 
to flourish there iincheekod ; a purer morality takes 
place of nature’s blitidness, a stronger principle comes 
in aid of nature’s weakness. Have we not reason, 
then, to be more startled, and more concerned, if, in 
walking through this (niltured ground, we meet with 
wu’ongs that sliould not flourish there ? Is it there 
we must be cautious of the thistles and the briers 
that prick and entangle us at every step ; and walk 
as insecurely as among those who knoAv no better 
guide than their own perverted will ? 

It should not be; but it is so, in one resjiect at 
least ; there is one evil to wdiich Christianity puts no 
stop ; even real, vital, spiritual religion, as far as I 
have seen, puts no stop to it ; wdth some few, very 
few, individual exceptions. 
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So miieli I have said in introduction, the hotter to 
excuse the earnest ofFenee 1 have taken against what 
is coiniiionly treated as a jest. To say I listeiua.l is 
superfluous liere ; for whether you will hear, oi* whe- 
ther you will forhear, it is iin])ossihle to esca]>e the 
sound — Slander, Evil speaking, — what shall J call it, 
for it has many names ? From one end of society to 
the oth<»r, among the grave and the gay, the wise 
and the foolish, where shall you es(‘ape? You might 
as well live on the ocean's edge, and say you will not 
list the hreaking of the waters. Wo must h(*ar it, 
and we have heard it so long, that I f<‘ar wt‘ have lost 
all idea of guilt attached to it. And most of all, I 
fear that our (?hildren cannot escape the infi‘ctiori, 
but must grow up with the same habits of doing, 
insensibly and w ithout reflection, what their mothers 
and grandmothers have done befor(‘ tlumi. It is for 
their sakt's, if not directly addressed to them, I have 
chosen the subje^ ’o — ^the thistle may be eradieate<l 
wdien it first springs up ; but let it root itself, let it 
get firm possession of the soil, and the task Ixjcomcs 
difficult, if not impossible. 

Evil speaking — 1 prefer that word to others, be- 
cause it includes truth as well as fals(;hood — ^pcir- 
vades every sort of society ; the only variation is in 
the different sort of things people amuse thoms(*lves 
with saying of each other. In a frivolous fasliion- 
ahle, polite circle, I observe it has regard to things 
external — to the ptirsons, fortunes, pedigree, find 
connexions of its subjects. Somebody s grandfather 
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was something that he should not have been, or, at 
least, that he had ratlier not have been, if he could 
hav e h(‘l]Kid it. Somebody hits by no mejins so much 
fortune as they seem to have, and some are guilty of 
hav'iiig lived more years than any body suj>poses. 
Those who sing cannot sing, and those who dance 
cannot dance, and somebody's nose is the wrong 
shajK*, and somebody's hair is the wrong colour, and 
one lady’s diamonds are jKtste, and anotlier lady’s 
])lat<^ is borrovv^ed — one is ostentatious because she 
talks too wisely, another is weak because she talks 
too foolishly. I am sure, Jiud so do these — but it 
all amounts to nothing ; and, savdng the loss of time 
and words, I do not think there is much harm done ; 
for no one charges the other with any wrong, pre- 
cisely because they do not care whether she commits 
it or not — their estimate of evil makes their evil 
si)eaking idle rather than injurious. 

Jn a society a little more rational, as if the rank 
weed flourished better the better were the soil, it is 
the (?haracter, the conduct, the vital interests of life, 
that are invaded. Every fault exposed, every luck- 
less word repeated, thoughts, motives, and feelings 
ascribed, where the plain act was all that could be 
known — ^this is bad enough ; for it loosens the bonds 
of kindness between man and man, it excites preju- 
dices and suspicions, wounds the feelings, and aflTects 
the earthly interests — ^but this is not the worst. 
There is a sort of society we ujjually (rail religious, 
or serious society — company, that is, from which 
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tlie inention of God and our eternal interests is not 
cxelu(U‘d as un[K)lito discourse, nor sluiniuMj as a 
inelanelioly toi)ie ; wliere right and wrong are what 
God approves and disa]»]»roves ; wliere, when earth 
is s])oken of, Htjaven is not forgotten, aixl wh<‘n 
wrong is mentioned, sin before God is meant. Ts it 
]>ossil>le the weed can tiourish here? Alas, it is hei’e 
it has its most bitter, its iiKKst cruel growth — for th(‘ 
subj<‘cts of sland(T here are life and death — et(Tnal 
life and death eternal. Tlie sinner whom (iod spar(‘s 
anil waits for, a fellow^-sinner scotls at and des])ises 
— the stain tliat desus washes with his tt‘ars, a f(‘l- 
low-siniKT eagerly exposes — the penit(‘nt bosom that 
TTeaveii has comforbsl, luis ev<*ry wouixl made to 
bh*ed afresh by the taunts and th(‘ whisjievs of his 
fellow’s. They whom, for their Saviour's sak(‘, the 
Fatlu*!’ has declai'(‘d he w ill not jixlge, on earth are 
more liardly jmlged than any, by those who stand 
alike ci>ndemu(‘?i and alike obtaining mercy. The 
errors and inconsistencies the Almighty lu-ars with 
men ]»ronoiince at once to be decisive. TIk‘ axt* 
which mercy has suspended yet anotlier and anotlxT 
year, and J(‘sus in Heaven, ])erha])s, is (wi'ii now' 
entreating should be withheld another year to thes(‘, 
man would lay instantly to the loot of tlie unfruit- 
ful tree. Do we say that no real (^hristian does 
so Ileal Christians — (Jod forbid that 1 should 
think them otherwise I — say it — and if their w ords 
be so adverse to their meaning, as J hope they are, 
is it not time tlxw were better suited? 
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We are not licrc speaking of what those who say 
it know to i)o fa.ls(' — that is a crime that bears an- 
other n.aine, and thongli under one false colouring 
and another, it veils its blackness oftener than it 
should, no one under its right name will venture to 
defend it. We have spoken of this elsewhere. Our 
subject is of that manner of evil speaking in which 
we beli(ive what we say to be true. Pco})le are apt 
to think there is no harm in saying what we know 
to be true ; Tint let them be aAvare that the things 
we know are very, very few — what w^e think, be- 
lieve, conjecture, or hear, we can by no means be 
said to know. 1 may know that a ])erson did such 
an act, or said such a word — ^in saying that he did 
so, therefore, I cannot risk a falsehood : but if I did 
add one thing more, if I ascribe a motive, a cause, 
au intention, a feeding, to tluit wonl or deed, 1 can- 
not know that what I say is truth, for these are 
things that can be certainly known but to God him- 
self. And if T spe'ak against another in their cha- 
racter and <lis]>osition — 1 may' have very good 
grounds for my decision, and the best I can have ; 
but it <loes not amount to know]t‘dge. For instance 
— I hear a person say one thing to-day and the con- 
trar}^ to-morrow, and I presume myself justified in 
saying she is false and insincere. By no means — it 
may arise from an instability of character, a rapid 
transition of feeding, or uncertainty of judgment, 
which, though a great weiikness, is not the vice with 
wdii(;h I charged her. We know that the same dis- 
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ease will not show itself by the same syini)toius in 
dilFereiit constitutions, neither do resembling symp- 
toms always imply a similar distiasc. So the act 
that with us would be the result of one feeling, in 
another mind may be the result of a very dillerent 
one. And, alas ! we do not even know our own 
hearts : we are deceived in every movement, in (?very 
motive and alhietion of our bosoms. — How then (tan 
we i>ersuade ourselves we know what is ])assing in 
another ? 

But suppose our evil speaking be truth, — c(Ttain, 
indisjuitable truth. Are W'e justiiied :* Say first, 
whether you have never done the thing you desire 
to conceal — never said the thing you w'<ud<l blush 
to hear r(‘peated — never thought the thought you 
would not for w’orlds that any one should read. If 
never, then go and tell the worst you know, say the 
worst you think, of all around you. There is One 
in heaven who knows : He hath said, With what 
measure ye mete it shall Ihj measured to you again 
— but never mind, zealous i)ro]»agator of the truth — 
go on to tear aw^ay the veil with w hich your neigh- 
bour tries to hide his faults — the time is not (pn’tc 
come, when, if some one veils not youis, tin* rocks 
and mountains will not serve you for a covering, and 
truth will be sufficient to prove you deserving of 
everlasting misery. 

Yet this is not all. God is taking account of 
something mortals overlook. What was your inutivtj 
for that injurious truth you told this morning ? For 



126 


TJTE LISTKNEn. 


that remark yon niado to another’s prejudieo, too 
true to ]>e <lis}>ut<‘(l ? You will say you had no had 
motive : l)ut did you consider beioi*e you spoke, 
whether you had or not? It will not do to run a 
risk in this : while you are kee[)in^ the n^gister of 
otlu^rs’ faults with so iiiucli justice, there is One 
mon» just than you, who registers your thoughts 
ami i‘V(‘i-y scn^nd motive of your heart. •lealousy is 
sin — en\'y is sin — strife is sin — unkindness, retalia- 
tion, angiT, hatred, varianci*, all are sins — nay, (?vil 
sp(‘aking itself is dedared in holy writ to he so. 
Will y-ou risk the aecuimdation of sin upon your 
soul, and swell the djirk cat^ilogue that is against 
you, for the mere sake of setting the characters 
of imni in their ])roper light, and undt»ceiving every 
hody as to their neighhours' actions? 

That those who make* light of sin in themselves 
and sji(»rt of it in others, should do this, we n<!eil not 
so much wonder : hut to return again to those who 
call th(*nisi*lves religious, distinct ivcjly from a care- 
less and nnhelit'ving world. You know, or ]H*i‘tend 
to know, the extent of your natll^^^’s eonaiption — 
you hewail before Heaven your inability to (‘ompier 
it — you di^elare there is absolutely no good in you, 
and that the remembrance of your sins is an intoler- 
able burden. Tlow- then can you venture to ajipoint 
yoursi^hes the judges of your fellow -creatures, and 
take delight in ex])Osing and talking of their faults ? 
Do you not know the difficulty of conquering one 
native and deep-rooted sin ? Do you not kno^v the 



THE LISTENER. 


]27 


tears a riiristian slietls in seerot for the sins ean- 
n(>t eon<iner? Do you not know that tlie ])ath of life 
is daiifte rolls, and full of toin]>tations we havi^ not in 
ourselxes the pow'er to resist? An<l yt't yon iro on 
eritieisinir, eensurin*^, ex])Osing one another ; wins- 
])ering from house to house of this jierson’s in(*on- 
sisteneies, and that jicmm’s neirleets, and one shoidil 
not do this, and another should not say that — Oh! 
it is litth*, little indi‘ed, with all your profession, you 
know of your own heart, or it would surely find you 
other Avork ! If you think any one is inori‘ unde- 
serving in the sight of God than you ar(‘, you have 
a stej) downward yet to make, (*re you I’t'aeh the 
]>laee of safety at your Saviour’s fet't : and whmi you 
(M)m(‘ th(»re, AvhateviM* Go<l, who reads all hearts, 
may think, you, who read only your own, will 1 k‘- 
lieve that it is worse than any other. And oh! if 
you did really know, so wm* 11 as you ])roh‘ss to do, 
the agony of eon^'-ious sin to one who hates it, you 
would not l>y your hard s])e<»ehes ad<l oiu' hsither’s 
Av<‘ight to tin? intoh'rahle l)nrd(‘n. Would you have 
moek(*d at Deter when lie denied his Lord ‘? Wlu^n 
Paul besought reli<*f for the weakness that exposed 
liim to Satan’s influence, ami was (h‘nied, would you 
have reproached him AAith it? Yes, you would — but 
remember that your Saviour did not. 

If such is tin? evil, where is the reme<ly ? Wliat 
tlic best principle cannot exterminate*, may s<*em to 
admit of none. Take up tin* thistle* before* it has 
taken root too deeply.. Where there* is ne>t a mali- 
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cious love of mischief in the heart, which I trust is 
V(jry sehlorn, w'c .s|K‘ak e^il because we always have 
done so, and because we have alwfiys heard it done. 
Let tlie young be watchful against the habit, and 
resist the (jxarn])le. To assist them in this, the first 
thing is to induce a habit of thinking as well of 
others as they can ; for those who think no evil will 
say none. You h(‘ar something you arc disposed to 
blame — but you may liave misconstrued the words ; 
the speaker may have used stronger expressions 
than he was awar(‘ of; he may luue r«‘gretted them 
as soon as spoken. Accustom yourself to siu*h re- 
flections as these. You see, or are told of, .an action 
you disapi)rove — perhaps there was some reason for 
it no one knows; some temptation th.at at least 
(jxtenu.ates it ; some mistake that led to it. Try to 
believe so. You are shocked by defects and vi(tes of 
chara(?ter iji others — say to yourst?lf, ere you con- 
demn, Some neglect of education, some bad example, 
some physical disorder, or mental -imbt'cility, may 
have c*auscd all this — ^you will be in no hurry to 
sj)eak the worst while you are thus ende.avouring to 
think tin* best ; and it will besides keep }’ou in bet- 
ter humour with your fellow'-creatures, and conse- 
quently more amiable in your depoi'tment towarrls 
tlunn. The next thing is to accustom yourself to 
watch your own actions, and the secret movements 
of yonr own heart, and to lay by the account of 
them. Then, wdien you arc disposed tt) censure, 
there will come the thought, I once felt that evil 



THE LISTTvNEll. 


]»assi()ii h)(»; I roiiiciiiliei* wlioii i iliaf 

sam(‘ faiilr; J liavo not tliat wroiiL*- proponsirv, 
till*!! I Iiav(‘ fliis \vJii<‘Ii is as haJ. 'riii> liaKit 

wiiJ jiiakt' you Iiinnkle; and wljatt'vor inako.s \ou 
liuinkU*. will niaki‘ you l(*ni<‘iit. AiiotlnT 
i>, f<> your mind wifli otiior niatloix and |>ro- 

\ido youi>oir wiHi lH‘tt(‘r tliinii'' to talk al>oul ; I'ni- ii 
is t]»(‘ want o|* niriital oconpatioii that makt'.s ns 
NO luisy witli <»tlior null's mattc^rs, a?id tlM‘ \\a?it <»! 
N<uiiotliiiiu:' t<» ^ay that mak(‘s u.s >]K‘ak so niiu'li cxil 
»»!' ra<‘li otlior. "I’liis t]u‘ n‘ason womrii aro more 
<lisj»o.Ned to it than men; and would Ik‘ a rea'^ou. it* 
there weie no oth(‘r. tor tlu‘ solid and e\tejisi\o eul- 
fi\ation of th<‘ir luindN l»ey<md what theii* immediate 
duties may soi'm i<> reijuin*; and it is a reasnii wliy 
jeHiiioUN Nouiiii’ women must not neuleet their ta- 
lents and <ii\e U|» their litt‘rary |mrsuiis. And, lastly. 
— let those who would n‘sist this hahit, consider llu‘ 
dirticaillies, the <1 .■|^•(‘rs, the sorrows, that ru‘ in ilu* 
i»ath of all to their eternal home — the s<*er«‘t iKnuis, 
tin* untold agonies, the hidden wi-oui:;s — thus tin* 
lieaiT will urow soft witli ]Mty tow'ai*<ls our kind. 
How ean I tt‘ll what that pei-Nou suiliMs’/ That fault 
will cost them dear <*m»vmh without m\ aid. Thus 
you will fear, hy a hard word, to ad<l to that which is 
too much alri'ady. as w'e shrink trom juittiuL;’ tia* 
filler on a sore. And, lastly, aeimstom yourseh’es 
to entreat Ilea\eii f<»r your-fellow-ejvatures, asking 
]»ai*don and forhearanee of God towards what i" 
VOL. J. I 
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ill tlic'in — T am siiro you will not ho 
oaiifor to ox]M»so, and hasty to condoinn thoin. Stivnu- 
ously accust.oni y<uii*stdi* to all thcso tliiiififs from your 
(‘hildliood u|>war<l. and it irniy ho that tho disgract»- 
ful Thisth* will not i^row. 
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No. XIII. 

IM-GIiY l.r]M. 

Tliorf an* Sdiiip 

AVIio liMik lor notlur»;r in tl»‘* titiip tn l•onuv 
Nor ^'00(1 ji<»r p\i!. iiPitlo‘»- hope nor iVar, 

Notliiri;? ii-iiiaiiis or <*lif«*rlni <ir r«‘. 

* ■* i * m * * 

I. Pave licr, atul I <*1 us lipr <li:'trp«s pxplorr ; 

Six* lippd- 11 Hot ■ slip Ini'* l»»*pn Ipft Ix'lorp 

< 'It A II UK. 

Mv vninm' renter'' huw nfr^Ti cnnijiiaiiuMl to nw- 
that T toll iKi ^toi'ios, 'J'liov iiiiiLiit as \m*II i-oiniilai!! 
that the baker • Us no snoar-jihmis, aiel tin* <ha|ier 
ileals not in trinkots — all v<‘ry irood tiiinii's in tluMu- 
''o!\es; lint of lliat of wliieli tiiere is enoili'h — we ha\e 
soiiu'where niaile liohl to say, ttio iniieli — there needs 
lit) snj)|)]y ol’ otn-s. Vet, h*sr niy yotnii:' IVii'inls slionld 
believe I think if Avrone* to write a story, or that 1 
eaniiot write* one. J intend, for onei*, to <*oiieiliate 
tii4‘ir favour, and <'<in»]»oun<l a stoi-y, whieh, eontrai'V 
to tin* ordinary praetiei* of story • tt'llers. 1 beuf to as- 
suri' tln‘in. is iiat true. 'Fliis is a bold assertion. Am 
I eoiiui' to la\ a-ide niy tifliee*, and, ec'asiniir to list*‘n 
t«» the realitie'*^ ol‘ life, take* an iin.-iirinarN tlie-ht ainontr 
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tlniiij:s that iKMtluM* arc* licn* can la*? ]M<)st siirc‘1y 
Tin* skilful lapidary finds his ji‘\v(‘ls in the* mine.*, 
shaprs thc*m and sc*rs tlK‘m, and tin* Avork i.^ his; hiif 
still the* stemes ai'i* r<‘ak and on thuir ivalily d(‘]u‘nd^^ 
the* A aim* of his Avcu*k. So haw* 1 sought in nature.* 
the* mate-rials of my licfiejii ; it is made* up of trutli, 
tliouL!,h in its(‘lf not true* — 1 te‘ll nothin, li’ that \ liaAe* 
not he‘ard and se-e-n, thoimh not in tin* form in \a hit'll 
I niNc* it. I listone‘d for my mate‘ri;ds he*fo)v J avom* 
my tale*. 

One.* of tlie* hott(‘sf elays of an Knu'lisli July, about 
the* hour at whie'li it is usual to se-t out for a summe*r- 
e.*ve'nin!L‘'s Avalk; aa he-n the* soil liad he*e‘n ]mlve*rise‘d 
hy sixte*e*n hours of sunshine*, and the* Ji^lit lM*e‘e‘z<*, 
dopartini*’ Avitli the* sun, had left the* atmosjihoi'e.* 
more* siillbe.'atini'' than hy day — (‘xe'C'iitin,”' so far as a 
se-nsation of elam]me*ss miiilit persuade* om* it was c'ool 
— 1 too AM-nt out to Avalk, he.*e*,ause* others diel ; thounh 
J eoulel not hut ohserAV in the dusty hue* anel dia^*- 
uiiii** i;ait eif all I im*t, an intimation that all wouhl 
rather he at home, if the*y knew what to do Avith 
the*mselAe^s tlien*. The j^rass was elamj), and the* 
]>a.ths Avert* dusty : and I Avas ohlii»-e<l at last to 
hetake* my^st^lf to the se*a-heae*h, Avliie'h, as all nu*n 
knoAv. is not the* most easy walkinu- in the Avoild — so 
that I Avas just he'.i’innilm’ to eonsiele-r Iioav far it was 
really aLrre?e*ahle to Avalk on a sumiiuir eve*nini*-, Avheii 
my atte‘ntion Avas withelraAAii from myself hy the 
appearanee of a filthy, sejualid child at my side*. It 
is im])ossible to imagine an object more uninteresting 



THE LTSTEXEK. 


'\M\ 

and loatlisoiiK'. The vulivar ii£rlim'ss (»f Ihm* tVafiir<‘«i 
tlin n‘sult of niisrrv, starvation, and 
ill-lmiiKuir tlian of natural d(*forinity : l)i‘r oriuinally 
fair skin was l>iirnt ami frorklod into fiorv r(*dn(‘ss, 
and lior onro ]>alr hair clottoil into un(‘(|ual slaidns of 
darkness l»y tilth aiul oxposiirt* ; ht‘r siz(‘ hcsjjokf* 
lior alxnit M‘\(*n yoars old; hut hor shriv(‘lh‘d form 
and th(‘ worn (‘X|)r(‘ssion of Ihm- (*onnt(‘nnnfM* iraNo to 
lioi' ]K*rson an unnatural a|i|K‘aran(*(‘ of aL»‘o. I l<M>k(Ml 
at h«‘f a few nnnnonts ; sho soonu'd to lx* doinn’ 
notliinii’. thinkinn’ nothiin**, and focOinn' nothini»'; and 
«jiK‘stionInii‘ within inys(‘lf what mii‘!il 1 m‘ tho use, (»r 
aim. or ohjoct of ('xist(‘n<*o in such a hruto-liko Idi-m, 
1 a<l(li‘(“>sod h(‘!' with tho usual <|Uostion of what was 
)j(‘r namo. Site doiifimd inonoro|>ly. luit sniliriontly 
iniiiiiafo<l l>y her looks that slu' took it to he no husi- 
ness of mim*. I tried aua.in, hy askinir when* sh(‘ 
li\ed. At this she impertinently lan^hetl, hut still 
returned no aii .Ner; and ean‘h*ssly throwin**' a stom* 
or two into the water, turned her hack and walked 
oil'. My eufiosity was now exeited, and I »letermined 
X4\ f»)ll<»\\ h('r. Tl.is was no easy matter to my 

]»atlenee. for slu* el inii*' round every post she eame to, 
paused to throw tin* o*ra\el, or make ra(M‘s, at I'very 
dirty child she nu't ; and juit Ifer list throuLih tlu* 
railint;’ of <‘\«*rv oanlon, to tear away tlu* llowers, 
wiiieh du‘ imme<liately seattert*d. At last slu* stopped 
at miu'h such a dwt*!!!!!!** as I min-ht have* ex]>eet(’‘l— 
a mist'iahlc ho\< ! cIom* to the hiiih-road, fo)-im*d ot 
the shattered remnaiit of a hoat. 'J’lu* dwi'lliim eon- 
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tfiined a sinfjflo room, with a <loor standing open, a 
low mud diimnoy, and a small window without glass, 
of which the woodiMi shiitt(T was already elose<l, er 
probably had not that day beeti o]>eTied. 

My guide (*nt(Ted ; and to lu*r astonishim'nt, and 
ap])an^iitly no great satisfaction, so did 1. In one 
corner, or rather on<‘ ladf of tlu‘ hov(*l, was a sm*t 
of b(‘dst(‘ad, without ImmI or mattrass, on which lay 
the tignn* of a woman, nothing b(‘m‘ath laT but a 
thn^adbare blanket, or above h(*r but a sort of ragg(‘d 
coverlid, of which it was inipossibhs through the dirt, 
to dis(*ern th<‘ (*olour or texture^. Th(‘r(‘ was in her 
features what had lieeii, and that but rt‘C<‘ntly, Ix^tli 
youth and beauty — ^,vet now th(‘V w(Te haggard, harsh, 
and almost ghastly. She lookeil at me, but made 
no motion of surprise or pleasure, nor gave the least 
exprt‘ssion of civility, You s(‘em ill, good woman 
1 sai<l. “Yes,” she n*])lied, “ami ph'ase (iod I shall 
soon be Avorse.” 

I was much stni<*k with her mannt‘r of s]K‘aking 
tlu>se wonls, totally free from the’ coarse broad accent 
of tin* country ]»(*ople in these ])arts, yet strorigly 
marked by a deathly hollowuuvss of voice, and the 
r(‘ckless daring of a hardened heart. “ Is di‘ath, 
then, desirable to you?” I said. “AYhat cannot be 
worst* may be better, they say,” slui answered. 

“ Hut may not your case be worse,” 1 answ(‘r(*d, 
“ in th(* Avorld of Avhich you knoAv not yet the ” 

HIh* interrupt<‘d im^ with a long “Ay!” that at 
once announced the carelessness and the impatience 
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of OTio who listens to ;m old storv of wliich the 
interest is ]>ast. 

1 s(;:iree knew liow to ])roeei‘d : I took a seat tliat 
liad not been oUered me, and drawing- it elose to lier 
bed, attem|>ted to ]>ut as mueh kindiu‘ss as I eonld 
into my ^ oic(* and manner while 1 <|iU‘stioned lier of 
h(a* illness and eondition. She? show<*d no iinwill- 
inti^m'ss to e<»mmiinieate, but still thcTe was a hard- 
em*d d(‘S|)ondeney in all her aiiswi^rs, that seemed to 
reject assistance or consolation : and, to my assu- 
rance that I would ijcive h(‘r any thitii* she* in't^led, 
sh(‘ oidy re|»li<‘d with imlifl<*r(^nc(‘, “Ay, 1 dar(‘ say 
ytni will ; I shall not want any tiling’ long.’’ 

Sli(‘ r(‘])li<‘s to m<‘, I thought, as to om^ who has 
dom* her wrong* -but that is iiiipossildi*. \\'iirmg to 
try anot!»(*r point, I r(‘\erted to tls<‘ child, ami aske<l 
if it was luir only one — “ Ay, please (Jod !" she an- 
swetasl again. 

“My IVitMid, I said, “that word is often in your 
m<nifh, but it do<‘s not seem to me that you hohl it 
ill mm*h reverence.” 

“As much as others, belike,” the woman answered. 
Again then‘ was something in her tone, a Inch im- 
]»li<*<l that, however bad .she might be. site di<l not 
coiisidiT me any bigter. 

“ Has that ehihl of yours no <‘m]doyment ? I)<*es 
she not go to .school?" 

“ Slu‘ may <lo wlial she can wluui her iii<»rher is 
gone,’' said the wretched woman, with some emotion ; 
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“ aiul T sn])]>oso they will tiiaoli luM* wliat tlioy tniii*lit 

1 was ijioxj)r(‘ssil)ly diovcmI l)y tliis first syiii])ton) 
of .1 lia<l obsorvtMl, too, a. (loli<*a<*v of ]M‘rson 

and a <*on*<M*1nrss of (‘xpia^ssion, that l>(‘li(‘d tlu‘ stern 
ru<^'<iediK*ss of her voiee an<l manner, ami 1 was 
d»‘t<*rmimMl to know inorc^. “It does not se(‘m to 
m(‘, <»ood woman, that yon have* always heen in this 
situation ; hav(‘ yon heen always so l>a<lly oil ?” 

“ till I <leserv<‘d it,” slu^ answcM'ed, whih* an 

almost eonvidsive aurony distort(‘d eviTV feature, ami 
her (*ye.s <>r(‘w liijuid with tears, whieh no mention 
of h(*r suHerin<>:s or Ihm* wants had lM‘for(‘ (‘xtra(ftt*d. 

“ I should like* to kmov your story,” I re]>li<Ml : — 
“ Th(‘ro is One above who is the sinner's fri(‘ml, and 
who” 

“Ho is not mim‘!” sla* eauftTly suhj(Mned, “nor 

(*^'er has heiMi sim*e '* 

** Since you ne<»hM*ted him and broke his laws ? 

but ])erha|>s now, if you ” 

“ Ay, ay I” said tin* woman, with her former sul It ‘U 
air, “you need not tell me about that — they tanubt 
me all that; but tht'v di<l not mind it, and I <lid not 
miml it — aixl,'* looking' stt*adfastly hi my face, “ you 
tlo not miml it, I dart* say.” 

This woman, thoiuilit J, is noith(*r ignorant, 
thoui**htlt‘ss, nor unfeelinii’. Stunt* tlet*])-rt)t.)tt‘tl me- 
mory t)f wronn', st>me fatal imjuvssion frttni ])ast 
evt‘nts, remains iii)t)n lit*!* mind, ami makes her wliat 
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slie is ; — and 1 dotorminod to ]mrsiio niv iiuiuiry till 
1 lu‘ 1 * story and lior siilll'rinirs to tlu‘ir "ounT. 

I visited lu'i* olton, and trained her (•onfi«lt‘nee, aiul 
by <le<*nvs <*xtract(‘(l Iroin lior the tbllowinii’ nudin- 
(*holy tale, ^vlii(*h J «*‘ive as in her own siin|»le wonb. 
thoimh not all at onee, aiul, in exact or<b‘r, reeeiNi‘(l 
from lier : — 

^‘^ly name' was IVir.iry Lmn. ]\Iy father kejit a 
|>onlter(‘i*'s slioj> at the corner of the ilii*!! Street, 
and lie Iia<i no eliild but mo. T1 h‘ farthot I can 
r(‘m(Mnb(‘r is, that In* taught nu' on th(‘ Sinxlay «'ven- 
int»‘ tin* Lord's I*ray<‘r and the I>(‘li<‘f. which h<* toM 
me was my religion; and for wlial he <*alhMl my 
learninu' — for liavinu: but om‘ ehihl, ami beiiii:' w»‘ll 
to do in th(‘ world, he was determined I should ha\e 
Loth — he si'iit me to a day-sehool in the next stri'i't, 
for which he jiaid sixpence a-w'e<‘k, b(‘inm‘ twoj>enc<‘ 
more than the schools to which most oi* my ac«niaint- 
ance went : and this, of course, made nu‘ a i*ia‘ater 
jM*rson than tluw. l»nt this was not my only <listinc- 
tion : I had a <*lean (‘ohmred frock twice a-week. w»>re 
white stockiims, and had my shoi^'' bla<*k'‘(l ever\ 
mo!*ninu‘ ; hn* my father said his i-hild shonld )»e 
always deec'nt, tlmnuh slu* wore no finery, 'fhere 

w'as not in the* town of JI so liappy a (diild as 

lh‘!Liii‘y Lnm, nor one so enviiMl. ]\1\ siMisi* of snpi‘- 
riority uave im* a feelini;’ of hii;h i-(‘spon''ilMlity for 
my (‘omlnct. I would not, for the wairld.. ha\c boon 
heard to ns(‘-}in e\il word, or ha\e boon scon pla\ini: 
in the streets, neither should it bo o\or said that I 
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tore Tny Looks or piu*.k(‘r<‘(l iiiy work; tlioso \v(*re 
a(*(ruK‘iits that LolVll all Loskk*, Lut iK'vt'r could Lc 
cliari^tHl to .lV;,:^i*y Linn, the boast of the mistress, 
and the pride of* tlie school. 

“ \Vh(‘ii I was twelve years old, my motlnn- su<t- 
g(‘sted that it was time 1 learned to be useriil, and I 
was accordinuly kept at hoiiu*, to clean tlu^ house 
and jack the ])oultry : but that I mij^ht not lose my 
learning; and my rtditrion, 1 was allowed to atbmd a 
Sunday school, suj>erint ended by some I'xcellent 
ladi(‘s in th(‘ ])arish. Jler(‘ JVitiry Lum was etpially 
distinuuished above her fellows. She n(‘V(?r came too 
lat(‘, she never wori^ flowers in Iht bonnet, whisjuTcd 
at church, or fori^ot the text. Mvery la<ly took notice 
of iny good manners, sai<l kind things to me, and 
what was of more' cons(‘(puMic<\ took oxti*aordinary 
])ains in instructing me. 1 could nsul my Bible well, 
but 1 had hitlu‘rto m‘ver understood its meaning, 
nor indetnl had ever su])posed it had a meaning. 
Those kind ladii*s (*xplaim*d it to me all, ami espe- 
cially the commandments, Avhich J had lu‘t‘n taught 
to r(‘peat by heart ; and some things they told me, I 

r(‘mt‘mbered, alas I Avlum but 1 shall coim^ to it. 

And so 1 grew up, the neatijst, <|uietest, and civilest 
girl, as th(‘v said, of all the school ; and wlum at 
fifteen my j)arents said it was time 1 should go out 
to S(‘rvici‘, there was cpiitt* a dispute among the ladies 
who should have me. 1 was disjiosiHl of at last to 
a family of resjMrtability in the tcmui, of which some 
of the ladies had interested themselves about the 
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school ; and I was not a little satislied with tli(‘ per- 
suasion tliat I sliould continue to be h(‘ttcred by 
their ])r(‘C(‘|)ts and exaniph*. It w'as my ])Iace to 
attend on tin* ladies, and sonu^tinies to wait at 
table, and ansAV(T tlie 1k‘11 ; and most happy still was 
Pe^ity Linn in tin* apjirobation and kind h*(‘atm<‘nr 
she in(*t witli ; and every ni-frlit w hen J went to lieil 
— for f lia<l b<‘en tauiclit now from whom all trood 
thiiij^s come — 1 i^ave thanks to (Jod for tin* fair ]>or- 
tion h(‘ had allotted me on t‘arth. 

“ While I was in this situation, th(‘re eanic* one 
day a single ra]» at the door, wliieh I operusi : a 
woman presented lu*rself, and with a, mysterious air, 
and sort of iiii(h‘itone, dnwv from ben(‘ath h(‘r aprcni 
a biindli*, w hi(‘h sIk* iraNc im*, and ba<le me take 
it to the ladies, but not let any body else see it. I 
hesitated, for 1 remembered that when I was at the 
Sunday seho<»l, tlu* ladies taught me whatever nei'ded 
concoalim'ut wwn likely to be wronj;. 'J'he woman, 
S(*ein<>; my hesitation, whisjiered, with a sii»nilieant 
look, ‘ Sojiie silks, ma’am, some silks — you’ll please 
to show' them to the ladies.’ Not ha\in<jr any reason 
to pve wliy 1 sluiuld not, 1 did as I was ])idden, and 
et)nveye<l the pareid up stairs, rather antieipat ini,^ a 
reproof, thouith 1 knew not wliy. liy no means. 
1’he ladit's spread the eonteiits of the bnndli* on tin* 
tables and eaucrly deseanted on their merits ; and 
very soon the woman was desired to add lier j»resenee 
to till* eoiimdl. 1 now^ understood the* matter — to 
cveirv fault found to the te.xture or the j>rie<‘, the 
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von(l(‘r aLs^yor(‘<l that thoy woro Fronoh ; thoiioh 
from tlu* fr(‘(|U(.MM*y of the* <jii<‘stioii, it was (*vi<li*nt 
tlu^ hulirs eliO not t]H‘ms(‘lve*s know wh(*tlK*r thoy 
wo]*<‘ or not. It just came* on(*o into my miml, that 
th<‘S(* hnlios iisod to toll ns it did n(>t si<»‘nily whe'tluT 
onr u'owns w«‘ro ooarso or fine*, see the‘y Ave‘iv noat 
ami h<‘<*omino' onr station : ye*t mew it se*e'me*d of G,re*at 
im]eortan(*e‘ to the‘m whe‘the‘r the* silk we‘re* Fre*m*h or 
Eniilish, lhoui»h the*y eeenlel not te*!! whi(.'h Jt Avas 
Avhe'n tiny saw it — hut the*n T re.*e*e)lle‘e*te‘el that tee lee* 
sure* th<‘y Ave‘re* ladie*s, anel I Avas a se‘rvant, ami that 
mii»ht make* a iiTe‘at ditle*re>uee.‘. At last seena* [enr- 
(*hase*s A\e*re‘ made.*, ami the* Aveeman eenen* more* ]elae*e*d 
the* lenndle* umlor he*i* ajereen. The* ladie*s aske*el if 
she* Avas met afraid tee carry it, ami Avhat she* weenlel 
ele) if she* me‘t any one. ‘You’ll let* jele*ase‘d, ma’am,' 
she* said, ‘ tee le.*t this yonner Avoman jeiit me emt at 
the* lejifk-eleeor, and just le.>eek that ne.> om* is aleeAiit, anel 
te‘ll the* othe*r se*rvants that I came* aleeent some* olel 
e*hethe*s freem yeeur ladys)ii|es, if th(*y sheenhl se*c my 
lenmlle*. jnsr.’ To my great surprise* the ladie*.s asse*ntt‘d. 
>se*ve‘r heleere* had 1 hearel them asse*nt to a false*hoe>el, 
eer ceennive* at a deception — ^lent tlicn th(*y knew he*st, 
anel it Avas no hnsiimss of mine. Ilajepily no eene 
se*(*ing her, 1 ese\ape)el the falsehoeeel I aa .-is ele.*sire*el lo 
te4l. 

^ “ I AA'aite*el that day at talele — there AAas some 
company, anel the* snl>ie*et of the ine>rning ]eiire*hase*s 
was lereeiight n]i. A gvntlemian ask<*d the* la<lie*s if 
the*y fe*lt no seTUple iijeeen the siileject (ef smnggling*. 
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T]H‘y tliat tliov <li(l not scr ;iny liai'iii in ir. 

‘ Au<l ]H"iy, ma’am,’ said tlio ufontliMiian. ‘ dn ymi mm* 
any liarm in st<‘alin« ?’ 1 <»!* tlii‘ (‘iuhlh com- 

mandiiK'nt. Tin* lady smilfd asstmt. ‘And may T 
ask you >\]iat is slc'alini*- ?’ 1 llumnlit I ronld liax^* 

ans\v<*j*cd that, tdi* (hoy liad told im.* olicii <‘noiiiih 
in explanation, that it was takiniJ!: that w hieh keloniird 
toanorh(‘i*: and now’ tlioN i‘epli(Ml souK'thiiiH' to the 
same pur]K)''e. ‘ Aiul may 1 iui*th(‘i* ask, is the duty 
you evatle, or the r«‘venm‘ you h'ssou. I»\ tin* piir- 
ehase of Mmi,i‘'i»’hMl liMKals, \oui* own oi' aiiof hei'V ’ 
The ladies rt‘plied, that defraudiim’ the i:ov mmieiit 
was not th(‘ saiiK* as dt'fraudini*’ an indiNiduak 'I’Im* 
uenthaiian askcsl in what ]»art of (In* law of (i<»d Nm*h 
a distiiK'tion was mad<‘ or intimatiMl. Tin* ladies 
could not p<Mnt out such a passaii’o, and 1 eonld not 
myself think of om* ; imi I supposiMl iheic minlit la*, 
siiJC(‘ 1 was sure diev kn<*w the Seripture iM-lter than 
J. Some oiu^ said she di<l not set* why a jMiriion of 
the j>rolit of maiiufaetui’ed i:mmm1s .should i»eloni:' to 
tin; uoNcinimait. * You know, madam, prohahly, 
why thi.-H house and grounds heloiu;’ to \on.‘ — ‘ lir- 
cause they helouiied to my father, ami thorefnre aro 
miiu* 1)\ natural riuht/ — ‘ I )>eir Nonr pardon— l.y 
natural rii:ht (‘very thiuL* beloimod to him who took 
it tirst — and there are j)laces, and have keen time,-, 
wh(*n NMAir father's projM*rty would not la* youi's.' — 

‘ lUit now* it is mine l»y law.’ — ‘ Exactly sf» — and he 
would (M)mmit theft who sliould deprive ^ ou of it. 
By laAV the protiis <jf the rexenue are another's, and 
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lint yours; and jinrdon nK», yon connnit if yon 
ajiprojuiati* it to yonrsolf, or in any way di'|U*ivt‘ tin; 
ri^litfnl nlaiiiiant.' — ‘JJut tliost* Inws art‘ op])ro.ssivt‘ 
and injurious, and on.i^ht to lx* alirojj^atod.' — ‘That 
admits <►!* <liilrn‘n(M‘ of opinion — hut at juvstuit it is 
law ; and if ov(;ry on(‘ may luvak tlio law tiiat doc‘s 
rn»t j)l<*as<‘ him, thm* is not a mah'lactor in the 
kini'dom hut may say tin* law that (*ondcmns him is 
a had om;.' T did not undtTsfaml any part of tin; 
n‘asoninij:--~lMit I <*oin*hnh‘d that, as my ladies wt;rt‘ 
so v<‘rv i^ood, they most likely were riirht, and that 
there eould h(‘ no Jiarm in smui»;i>Tmi>'. One of them 
said, that to Ik* sure it miij’ht not he <|uitt^ riu,ht, and 
that in the pui‘(*liase of spirits, t<'a, tV:e., when* it was 
oidy to sav<* tin* <luty, slu* should ln*sitate to sinner, lyle 
— hut in artiel<‘s that <*ouhl not lawfully Ik* pureha- 
s(*d at all, sh(* was ohlio-ed to do it. ‘ (V‘rtainly,’ 
replii*d tin* ii'entleman, ‘if it is more in'cessarv to you 
to wear Tn'iieli silk tiian to do ri.nht.’ I o])ein*d 
my (*ars wl<le at this ; for I remt'mhered how many 
tiuu's 1 had heen told, it never could he necessary to 
do wr<m«;'; that to do riiirht. was tlie most important 
of all thing's — ami hy' the vt‘rv lady, too, nh(> now 
said she must do what she allowi*d was not quite 
right, l>(*cans(* sin* wanted a certain sort of dress. 
But it was not for me to he wist*r than mv hetters. 
The dinner was ended, and 1 left the room; and 
exeej)ting when 1 repeated tln‘ eighth eommand- 
meiit, or saw Ih-eiu'h silk now aiid tln*n by chan(*<*, 
I do not remember that I thouirht anv more about 
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wliiit T liiid hoard, till tho sa<l days that 1 am iroin^ 
to t(‘ll of. 

“Moan timo my yoars wcMit on. Tho ladios lik(‘d 
mo, and mado mo ])r(‘so]its, and inoroasod my Avairos : 
an<l in all tho houso it was who hut Ih'giry hum. 
And now J h(‘i>an to sav(‘ a littlo monoy, l)o>id(‘S 
hnyinij: mvsolf now and tlnMi a irood hook, such as my 
mistross i‘(‘oomm(‘ndod mo, o\oi* and ahovi‘ a prayor- 
hook with ufilt odnos, and a larixo-print Jiihlo. And 
whon my ?nothor f<‘ll si<*k and diod, 1 was ahio to 
hny f(»r Ikt many littio oomfoits s]i(‘ had not i^ot, 
ho,si<h‘s sittiiiii’ ofton h\ hoi* ln'd, and o\|)Ialriiiin’ tho 
IJihIo to lior as it had Ikmmi (‘Vplainod tn mo — and 
many and many woro tho timos slu‘ sai<l if \^a^ a 
OMinfort to hor doath-l>od that hor I*o<iL!‘v had tnrnod 
out sf> 'SNill — ami ''uro it was a oomfort to mi* to hoar 
hor say it — -and man\ timo" I c»a\o thanks to (iod 
lor all his moroio< ; for I know it was Ho who had 
mado mo ii haf I ..as: and w ith all my hoart I j>raisod 
him that I was |*ol'L'’\ Faim and nohoily olso ; -dittio 
did I flion tliink what I should oomo to I 

“ l>y this timo 1 was twoniv yoars of ai»o, and as 
ooiiioly a \onm»' woman, so thoy said, as aiiN in tho 
]>ai*ish. I had a i»i*oai many suitors hut I alwa\s 
ooiisultod my ladios ;ihoiit thom, ami thoy Li'i'norally 
porsnadod mo not to marry, hi-oauso, as thoy >.aid. I 
ANa.' hotter (►If. I tlmmih.t xt fora whilo; hut at last. 
1 hoiran To think tIu- timo was jxottin^* on, and I had 
hottor sottlo mx.'.ojf; so f was marriod. om* Mid- 
.sunimi*r ilay, fo a yi'wnn- man who had hron a irar- 
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<l(‘n<.‘r in a i^c^itloinan's family, and liavini; saved a 
little money, was p>inn' to take ^oim* n'nuind, and 
raise fruit and vi'itetaMcv'i for tlie markt‘t. 'Fo l>e 
snr<‘ 1 k‘ lia<l not <|uitt^ so mndi learninu* as 1 had; 
an<l liavijji;' iievtM- Ix^eii to a Suialay s<‘lio(»l, lie did 
not so well uiMlerstand his liihle and (.'atiM-hism ; 
hut he was hon(*sr. sober, an<l industrious, and loved 
his ehui*eli, and boi‘(‘ a \ery <*hara<*t(‘i* ; and my 

))ii.stresM‘s said if 1 widied to marry, I e<»uld not do 
b(‘tl«‘r — and he was lK‘>i4les a v<‘ry «;'ood-l<M»kin<t 
xouiiil;' man : so w(‘ W(‘re married, and all the ladies 
went to ehureh with us, and we had I'reat feastinu’s, 
and ej’owds of lookers on, and all th(‘ j>arisl» km-w it 
was Ih'ii'ity liUm's weddiiur. 

“And now J was .surely ha]>]>ii‘r than I had ev(‘r 
been lK‘fore; and I wondere<l how (Jod should nexer 
be tired of blessintt uh*. 1 had a little e»)itau(‘ in the 
uarden xyhich was all my oxvn. Jt is true my kiteheii 
xxas not so <;-o(k 1 as that 1 ha<l left at my misti*(‘sses’, 
nor my tii*e s(> brioht, nor my bed so ^oft. nor my 
table so plentifully spread — bur then it xvas jny own. 
Ami it is true I xvork<*<l hard(T, for 1 ha«l m<»n‘ to <lo 
than to xvalk up and down stairs and wait u])on the 
ladies — but then I worked for myself and those 1 
ko’isl, ami not for hire : and xvho does not knoxx- the 
ditfercMU'e ? And xvho ever looked bjiek from tin* littl(‘ 
that is her own to the mueh that was not hers ? 4’he 
rieh leaxini»'s of my mistresses' table xveia* never so 
sweet to my tast«‘ as the ])ork U had salted for my- 
self, and the cabbage that grew in my own husbaiurs 
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^anloii. I had oliildmi — Ah I and hravo child rrn 
Avcrc thi‘v too, as (‘\or im>thcr s (*vcs hav(‘ looked 
upon — as strainht as beautiful: their Avhite hair 

eurled upon tludr heads; their <‘y(*s ” 

II (‘ 1 * 1 * the wretched W(nnan*s voiei* Ik*”;!!! to falf(M*, 
the ti'.irs ehasiMl each other rapidly down lier irhasriy 
elKK‘ks, hei* eyes wan<h‘ri‘d towards tlu* eoriKM* where 
her unsiiihtly ollsj)iin^ was skulking*, as if to make 
a e<mij>aiison betwe(*n what she i*emi*mbered and 
what slit* saw — but it was all t(u» niueli : an ai^ony 
of unutterabl(‘ feeliiiiT eonvulsed li<‘r franu*, and for 
that time elos(‘d h(‘r narrative. 

As tin* unfortunate Pesr.i^y Lum was (*nabh‘d from 
tiim* t(> time to renew Iu‘r story, the followiiiir was 
its melaiielioly purjM)i‘t : — 

husliand eultivated m<)st indust liously his 
little li'ardcMi, and lor a tiiiu* it s<‘t‘m(*d to answ<‘r to 
his toil. Idle p(‘.i ^(^ aiul beans he raised, 1 ^ather<‘d 
and <*arried to market — 1 W(‘t‘ded his IkhIs, and I 
■watered his strawberries; and when he firumbled at 
the prospet't of a bad erop, 1 told him tin* times and 
the s<*asons w(*re with the Lord, and that w(‘ should 
1 k‘ eonti‘nt — for so 1 had be<‘n tani»ht while 1 was 
young. AVheii Saturday night eame, w(‘ reckoned 
u|» (.ur gains, and saw what we had taken above* what 
(»ur rent and our expense*s eanu* to; and it was 
always enough, bating now and then a little, to live* 
on for th(* n(*xt week. And AV(*re our lu‘arts, 

and alad w(*re our bosoms, on the* Sabbath day, tliat 
followed such a reekoniiig ; what ri'inaine I to ns 
VOL. 1. 
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was our own — it was all wo waiit(‘(l foi* tiint urok : 
aiul ln'tortr tlio U(‘\t tlio oli(‘!Tio.s woiil<l 1)(‘ rijM*. (n* 
tlio |M)tato<‘s would ho fit for or >omoTliiuii 

wouM Ik* sure to ooiiio iii to suj)])ly our daily U(‘l*o^- 
sitio.s. Ainl so wo wour oil, and so wo ]»rosjM‘]*od. 
lor a y<‘ar or two. Hut (hxl was tin^d of us, oi* wo 
wor(‘ tinsl of liiiii ; or lio kn<‘W. as well iio uiiolit, 
that wo only srrvt‘d liiiii whih* ho Mo^^sod us. and 
sliouhl disohoy him a'' soon as thiii'i'^ wc^nt wronu'. 
Soino way or oth<‘r our fortuno took a turn. ]\fy 
hushaml ha<l a lon<*‘ illnoss, and was oldin’od to hiia* 
a man to kooj> his o-ardiMi — and thon, wht'ii tho doc- 
tor's hill oamo in, w<‘ did not oxactly know how to 
pay it, ami sold oil* all tho ]M>tato(‘s wt‘ wort* usod to 
k<‘(*p for wdntor, whon thoy woultl lotoh hot t(*r ]>rio(\s 
— ami wh(‘n winttM* oaim* wt* hatl not iho jiofatot's to 
take to marlv(‘t, and so <m Satur<lay niuht tht'rt* wt*r(‘ 
no ]U*ofir>, ami wt* wtTt* ohliivod to livo on oi'tjdit all 
tho A\i*(‘k. And wlion summor t'aim* a.uain, ihoro 
was an ohl st'oro to pay otf- — and it was a had yrar 
for i»oo,s(‘h(‘rri(‘s, and my ohildrt*!! ha<l tin* moash‘> — 
and tho m*\t win(t‘r was worst* than tin* last: tlu* 
rt*nt was lM‘hind haml— and to ho surt* it did _urit*vt‘ 
my foolish heart w lu*n laistor Suiulay oanu*, ami my 
t*hihlr('n otmhl not liavt^ thoir n<*w’ honnt'ts, as tlu'y 
wt*rt* Used to tlo. anti ilit'ir mt)tlK*r hoftirt* tht*m. l>ut 
till! 1 was hap]>y thon — ^liap]»y whon worse hoft*ll — 
wht*n tho rtMit tMiuld not ht* jiaitl, anti tht* trartlcu 
Avas to ht* oivon ujf. and tho furni'turo was tolu'soltl : 
ami my own little eottaire, and tho roses I hatl 
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mid tile lionovsiu'kltvs 1 liad traiiuMl, and all 
iiiy linn tliinu’s, wnri‘ to |>aN.s oviT to anotlnM*. Oli 1 I 
wa'^ lia|»|»y nvnn tlnni, to Avhaf I was in tlin tiinns 
that nainn al'tnr — for ilu*n it was no fault of mini*. 

“ Wn lioi into a hut hy tht‘ roadsi<h‘ ; my hn>hand 
went out to daN-work. and I carnnd now and tlinii a 
shilliiiLi' at chai'i’ini:’ and oiu‘ wa\ or another: and 
when we mimht haxn wantn«l hn*ad. tlmiT (•anu‘oi‘tnn 
lo m\ door a la<ly or that had known me in :.»iv 
hcHni* da^'', and <iiv<.‘ nu* a shillinii- for old iViiauU’ 
>alvr. hiddiiiL*' me trust to l*ro\idnm*n. 'flins (wen 
linri* wo did not niu<‘h amiss, if wo had hut Im-oii 
ootiliMifod. lidt it ha|>j»onod ono da\ -oh! Inokloss 
woman that slionld liso to s(m‘ that dav !-- W(‘ liad 
ln'oii ima-o short <»t‘ mojio\ than usual— to spare ni\ 
hiisltaiKTs moal at niL'iit. I had m»t oaton an\ tliinir 
iMNsolfthat day— tho (diildron's fr<K-ks wor»‘ o-oitinn 
Nory rauiiod, an ' I had n«»t (ho moans to Iniy tluan 
now olios — I was just foldiim' thorn up, after pnttiiiLi' 
the In-ats to hod. and ms w iokod heart was i:ottini: 
road\ to mnrmni- against (omI, Avhon a handsome 
oarriaoo stopped in the r»)ad liotore my door ; two 
ladies, riehl\ drossiMl, aliiihted from it, and. dosirinu' 
the I'oaehinan to drive alanit. ad\ amasl to the door 
oT my ]M>oi' dwellinir. I eniild not direody liliess 
what tln‘y wanted, for they were sti-aiincrs, and thev 
looked ahont them more as if thev came to d(» soinc" 
harm than any L^ood : so I curtsied, and waited till 
one of them, still lookiiiLt hehind her, asked il‘ 1 «lid 
not sell uloN'es. 1 told her no. for that to he sure 
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was a j)lain case. 81io still hesitato<l, as if slio did 
not lu4i(*v(i 1110 , and said slio liad Ik'oii dir(‘ct(‘d to 
this oottago. I thou rooolloi^tod thoro was a ootta«:o 
fiirthoi* ii)> the row, whore some jiooph* liv(‘d who 
were known to ho sniuir^lers ; and though I liad 
never hail any aeijiiainlanee with them, I sujiposed 
they might soli glov(‘s, and answtMasl the lady ao- 
eordingly, pointing* out the house ; hut surely, as I 
yet hold in my hands my ehildren’s ragged frooks, 
1 did wish I had something to sell that they would 
like to huy. The ladies wont away — and, alas ! my 
foolish woman’s heart wont after thorn, and in my 
wi(*kod euriosity T r<*solvod to see what th(\y wa»ro 
going about; so 1 followed under ])r(‘tenee of show- 
ing the way, and loitoreil about the easianont to 
listen. DoztMis by dozens the gloves w(to ]>roduood, 
and this jmir and that pair wore (fhosen, till there 
was (juito a pile of them ; and then out eame the 
silks, and the shawls, and the stoekings, and after 
all out eame the niomw ; and many a golden pioee 
glittered on the tabh*, ami many a bank-note was 
unfolded. And whilst my eyc‘s rested upon them 
wdshfully — ‘ Om* of those single bits of gold,' I 
thought, ‘ would serve my hungry babes w^ith food 
for many and many a day, ami n'plaee tlui ragged 
frocks besides.' The hulies w*iMit away, and so did 
1, — they to their carriage, ami 1 to my hovcd — ^l)ut 
if their h(‘arts wen^ at rest, mine w'as not ; (miw and 
discontent were awakt'iied in my bosom ; my children 
w ere asleep, and my husband w as not come home ; 



TIIR LISTKXKIl. 


U!) 

T sot al»ont to crot his s(»anty supper, aiul for the 
fii’st tinu* iiiiiiy life fouiul no lieart for the task — for 
tlio first tiiiio siufo I oaino into it J loft the than* of 
iny IioiiM* iinsw»‘|)t, and iny oliildron’s t<*a-('ups un- 
washod ; and sat down to runiinato u])on what ha<l 
])assed. Tho silks aiul the irlovos, and the i»:old and 
the notos, wore runnino: in niy lu*ad. ‘ ]t is no 
woinliT,’ I said, ‘that I)anu‘ Wilhinrs oliildn'ii are 
hott(‘r «lrossod than mine, sinoo nioiu'y coinos in so 
fast. Y(‘t Daino AVilliiin novor toils as J do; and 
Imt hushainl is not s<>lK‘r and industrious as inim* is; 
and if tlu' world says true, iioithor tho oik* nor tin? 
other is any la^ttor tlian thi'v slunild lx*.’ I kn(*w 
that Daim? Willuin’s hushand was a notcsl MuuijfU'hT, 
and a very had man ; and tliiTofon* I m‘od not hava* 
onvi(‘d thoin thoir riclK‘s — hut (‘\il was in my hoart, 
ami tlio tomj)t<‘r was siiroly at my o1Im>w ; I nov(‘r 
th(»uglit of this, out hoiyan to <*onsidor of tho advan- 
tat^t! of liointi; a smui»-i^h*r, ami havinix plonty of moiu'V 
to rocoivo. (^nisoii'iioo was not altoij:i‘thor silont, 
for 1 had always oonsidorod smiii:i»lors a had sot of 
jM*opl(* ; hut tlioii if thorowas no liarm in snnmulinsj:, 
tlioy m*od not ho mon* wiokcsl than <>thoi.s. And 
now, thoiin’li it was many yoars ai^ono, it oaim* into 
my hoad, as naturally ononi»’h it miu:hl, what I had 
onoo hoard ami soon in my mistrossos' hoiiso — in thoso 
happy <lays, o\orv moment and (‘\ory ciroumstam'o 
of which was wiilion in my jrratoful rocolhs-tion. 
Aly ladii*'* had saio thoi*o was no harm in siim<ii:linLr 
— my ladi(*s had honirht siniiirttlod ^<»<m1s — whaf was 
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I, that 1 should csteoin tiiyself wiser than tlM‘y ? 
Had tliey not taiiitht me to fear Cilo<l ami un<ler- 
stand his commaiidmeids, and would tlioy he (lui))g 
wiH)ng ? 

“1 had just settled this ]KHnt to my satisfaef ioii, 
or rather to my inelination, when my hus])aiid eame 
in. He looked a little surprised at the disor<ler ot 
th(‘ house, and my sitting i<lle — hut he was a <juirt 
man, so he said nothing, and sat down t() his MipptT. 
Having w^aited a ]itth‘ Avhih^ in pati(‘n(*(‘, h(‘ said 
‘ P(‘ggy, wlu‘r(‘’s th<‘ Hihle?^ — f<n* e\(T sim*(‘ \\v 
tven‘ married, and that was many a year now, 1 ha<l 
gone on as my ladi(‘s first ])ersuad(Ml me to begin, 
with rt*a<ling a <*haj>t<‘r in the J>ihle to Inm e\erv 
night Avhil(^ he ate liis supjKT. I took th<‘ hook 
down — hut alas I tlarngh 1 Avas not <*onseious of it, 
tlie l>ihl(‘ and 1 were no longer of a mind. A\diat 
Avond(‘r, th<‘n, J felt hut ill-disposed to nsid it I — 1 
turiusl o\c*r the leavers — I eould not find my [ihiee — 
1 lost it again as soon as 1 foinrd it — at last 1 g(»t 
through a feAV v<‘rs(*s, Imt it would not <lo : my 
thoughts Avere I'lsewhere; and, elosiiiL* the hook — 

‘‘ ‘ .Kmu/ J sai<l, ‘Dame Willum’s ehildriMi have 
foo<l Avhile mine are starving.' Jem looked amazed, 
and Avell he might — ^for never in all my trouhh‘s was 
h(‘ used to hear the language of eiunjJaint fr<U]j me. 

‘ Our eliildren, Peggy, haAH» eaten the bread of 
lionesty ; and though it has he(*n soim‘tinK‘s hut a 
hard morsel, they liav(‘ thriv«‘d uj»on it, and no man 
can say they ha\'e rubbed him to eouie at it.’ 
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‘ Tliere are wiser in the world than we, .lein, 
wlio (h) not take smugi::lini': to he so niiieh a sin.’ 

“ ‘ JJelike there may/ said Jt*in, wli(» was not nuieh 
a man for arirniiiir, ‘hut 1 liave tlianked (lod oft(‘ii 
that 1 am no smuirghT : and 1 do not su|>]>ose miv 
smuiitiler (‘ver tlianked God that he was one.’ 

“‘Ihit our eliildreii are »j:ettinii’ ohler. .h‘m, and 
they sliould have some seh(M)linLr — and if tlie free 
trade is an honest one ’ 

“ • 1 pretend to no learninu*. I*(‘i:;iry — hut a tijnle 
tliat hrinus nuMi to the prison and the gallows is noi 
apt to h(* an honest one.’ 

“‘lint I know (hose that tlilnk tla* law has no 

riiilit to tak(‘ men up for sia'h thiiius, and ’ 

* ”I'is lik<‘ eiKHigh it hasn't — hut 1 do no( see 
what udod that W(»nld he to im*. if I wen* in prison. 
an<l eoiihl not net out.' 

•* * One min* a^ well he in prisiui/ said I, ‘as 
li\inn in thi^ hut with our poor ehildreii rann‘«‘d and 
stai’Ncd about us, and we without tlu* nmaii" l<i I’eed 
and elothe them/ 

“Ami so we left talkinn' for that time, and went 
to h(‘d. Idiey who rememh<*r the first "lep info 
soim.' wilful sin, may know how I went to sleep that 
night — ami they who know 'whal it is t<> ha\e a 
wjanin purpo'^e in tin* hosom, with a det<'rminali<»n 
to pui’sm* it, may km»w how I felt when I awaked. 
In my dreams T v.jw ■.trann’<‘ eonfusion of thinns : 
sometimes tin* gohliMi jiieces n!itr<*rinn: on m\ table 
— sometimes the vesstd tos,sed upon the waters, and 
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my ]ius])aii<l striigglinjif with tlie waves — Gloves, 
silks, prisons, ehains, eoaehes, king's officers, ami 
fine-dressed ladi(‘s — all jumbled themselves together 
in my fancy. Niwer, never till then had 1 known 
snch .slnni))ers or such a wakening. And well th<*y 
might l)e such — for my days of honesty and inno- 
ceiHM" w(‘r<' done ! *' 

Wli(‘n tin* wr(*tclKsl woman r(‘ached this ])art of 
lit^r narrati\ e, her whole voice and nuniner changed* 
In telling the story of her lK*ttcr days, sh<* s(‘enied 
to liave recalhsl the spirit of them. Her voic(* was 
gentle and subdiun!, h(*r manner simple and affi.*ct- 
ing ; and the tears that fell from time to time might 
well have pass(*d for those of chast(‘n(‘d and jieniten- 
tial sorroAv. It was hut a passing im])ression, aris- 
ing ironi the recollection of early happiness. Now' 
h(‘r fac(‘ resumed its sternness, her voic(* its hold 
and reckless daring — the tear no longer fell ; hut 
in its ]ilac<‘ there was an ag(»nis(*d expn*ssion in Ikt 
eve, too vivid almost to he looked on witlmut a 
shmlder. 

With a view to still her incri'asing vehemence, 
“ Peggy," I said, >our sin was doubtless great, hut 
it was not Avilful — you di<l not th(‘n know the wrong, 
or fores(*e the conseipiencc* of your advice*.” 

“ Ma'am,” said the woman e'agorly, ‘‘ I did know. 

I elid fon‘si*e. Put for im*, he had Iumui hoav an ho- 
iH*st man. He kneAV I liael more learning than Ik?, 
and always believed what I said— he* kiK‘Av how re- 
ligiously I had been educated, and that J had known 
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God and the Bihle hefore he tl ion "lit of eitluT, and 
he diM not think 1 .slioidd tell liini wroii". It was I 
who jiersiiaded him — 1 sent him into the eomjtany 
that eornipted him — I sent him to pass liis nights 
on the wild oe(‘an — I sent him to Ids (h‘atli — ami 
p(Thaps — but there at loast 1 shall jU*o too. and share 
the mischief I have doiu‘ him/' I mitreat(‘d the 
woman to jiroeeed calmly with her story ; for I saw 
it needed a stronger power than mine to whisper 
]>eaee to such a bosom. She ]>ro(*ee(Ied — 

“ 1 did not accomplish my j)urjM>s(‘ all at <niee, 
imt from time to time 1 renewed the subj(‘ct. When- 
ever vre were short of food, 1 sai<l 1 knew where it 
was to be bail ! Whenever I saw Dame WiMum’s 
brats, I said they w'<‘re bettiM* off than mine, though 
I kiK'W' the contrary. Somi*times, inde(‘d, when the 
wind bh‘W loud all night, my heart misgave m<‘ — 
and sometimes, " hen I avus reading the Bible, my 
<*on.science smote me — but 1 would not feel, I would 
not hear, and at last 1 accom()lisheil my purpose. 
Jem was a strong and a brave man ; soim‘ way or 
other my foolish talking was heanl among the neigh- 
boui’s, and those engaged in the trade came and 
]>ersuailed and tempt e«l him. In short — for why 
neial I prolong my miserable tale? — Jem be(*am(* a 
smuggler, and from that hour the blessing of Ilea- 
V(;n forsook our dwelling — the eye of (iod was 
aviTted from us. sju i^ok its course, and this is what 
eam<‘ <*f it. But you will hear. 

” 3’hings looked well at first ; J(‘m wais ]»aid si‘ven 
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or eight shillings a-night — my ehihlron were (l]‘esse«l. 
my children were ted — w(? got a hetter hons(‘ — luit 
what was I with all ? — a misei*al>le, miserahle woman I 
In the long dark niglits, while the wind was hhnv- 
ing and the waves w’cre raging, did 1 sh‘i‘|) soimdlv 
on my comlortahle bed, bought with tlie of his 
]»erils ? When the Sabbath day cairns and tht‘ b(‘lJs 
rung, and I dress(‘d my childrcMi in tlu'ir niee neat 
clotluvs, was my heart light as I w(‘nt fmth altme 
wluMe li(‘ was ns(‘d to go with me? Xo — t'roin flu 
first I was a miserable woman, thougli no one knew 
it but inys(*lf; and it rapidly grcAv worsts dem. un- 
used to tlie fatigiK' and <‘X]M>sure (»f such a stM'viee, 
was fore(‘d to take* spirits to Carry liim through it : 
nect‘>sity soon grew .int<» choice; obliged to drink 
wIhmi h(‘ was out, he (‘hose to drink at home ; the 
(•(►arse and blaspln'mcms language h(‘ heard among his 
desperati^ comjKinions he rt'peated b(.*fore his wife 
and children : he laughed at his Ibble ikwv, and 
when 1 remonstrattul with him, he told me, if I had 
b(‘lieved it myself, 1 should not have wishe(l biin to 
luM'ome a smuggler. Oh I if this liad not been so — 
if h(‘ had died as 1 kn(‘W' him onct*, as I once saw* 
him on a bed of sickness — (di, 1 could have borne it 
then — but to die so ! 

“ It was then my last child was l)orn ; sh(‘ that is 
yonder — look at Ik'I', for she Avas conceiv(*d in iiii- 
(juity imh'cd — she was ugly as Ikm* father's and her 
mothers sin, and she has be(Mi the toi*ment of our 
lives — her evil (lisj)osition has d(‘feated all our efibrts 
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to control it^ — slio will Icam notliini^, do iiotliinir, 
and docs not sccni to have wit enough to know g«>od 
from had ; tlumgli she has eiitmgh, (iod knows I to 
get into alJ the mischief slu‘ can tind. Hut tin* sin 
is on our h(‘ads — slie Avas fed on tli(‘ l>rea<l of ini- 
(juity, sJje lieard nothing hut oaths and curses from 
lior fatlier and his had (•(»mj)anions — fn>m lier mo* 
tlier hut fr(‘trulness and rejinmches. 1 had ('hildrcn 
— hut th(*y are gone — my idessings aro takt‘n Irom 
me, and she is left to h<‘ my curse ! 

“ Souk* years w(‘Ut on in this way : at times w(* 
liad pleiily of money ; hut as my Jjusljand dj*ank ami 
e;am<‘(l, we wen* at other times mm*h distressed. 
Om* day wlie?j he (*ame home rallier imae snher 
timn Usual — ' JN‘ggv,' he sai«l, ‘the hloo«l oi‘ a fel- 
low-en'atnre is on ]ny hand!’ 1 shudile)“«‘d. and so 
1 thoun'lit did he — lor we ha<{ know)i, we had snim*- 
tiim* felt, the t oimamls of (iod ; we had heliiwed 
them onee, and oiu'e had feansl to disoiMW them ; 
and, tlioiigii we had coniri\ed to j»ei-siiade omsehes 
that smimuliiig diil not l)iH*ak the ei^lilh eommand- 
menf, wt* could not well |M*rsuade oursehi's that 
mui*<ler did not break the sixth. Mv lunltaml had 
killed a man in a fray; and thoiiirh In* was never 
<hs(M»vered. h(* was ever after that as om* de>jM*rat<‘ 
and cai-eless of what might follow. 

“ On one occasion my <*hildren wen* siek ; we had 
s]H*nt ail our m«'m*y, ami I Avas atlvised to l:(> to sfuiie 
chaiitahle lady in the towji, and ask for noiuisli- 
nient for them. J Aveiit, and was condueted to tin; 
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lady : but as soon as slie hoard my nanio, she* said 
my husband was a bad chara(?t(;r, my houses was a 
notorious place of dririkin<j and wdckijdnoss, and she 
could not by any moans orH^ourago mo. I looked at 
her, for I thouij^ht ] ha<l sociii her once before — but 
w'hother j had or not, 1 wliispered, as I w^alked 
away uneomforte<l, ‘ If it liad not been for you, or 
such as you, wc^ had never l)e(m wJiat w e are : ' and 
i w^ent home with my bosom luirdened in sin and 
agi£?ravat(*d in wTotehedness, by the rej)ulse of those 
whom I (HUisidcTCMl as the cause of both. For think 
not that my first sin had boon tin? only one — no, it 
is a road on which she who starts is drivc^n forward 
as wdth stincys and scourges. Jly degrees J had 
ceased to go to church or to read at hoim', because 
it reminded me of the days that w'(‘ri^ gone ; I (H)uld 
not bear tlu* n ‘collect ion ; and 1 couhl not boar to 
see tin* minister, who used to talk kindly wdth me, 
go by m(‘ now' wir.liout notice. J also ceased to teach 
my children good ; for J feared h‘st they should 
<u)mparo it with the ill they saw, and I slioiild but 
be teaching them to hate and desj)is(‘ their parents. 
Yet <lid my heart y(*arn over them as the destim‘d 
])rev of th(* Evil (.)m‘, given by their own parents 
to destruction. In om‘ of my l)(‘tt(‘r moments, as T 
look(‘(l upon that graceh‘ss girl, my heart was moved 
towards her with j)ity and with shame, for 1 had 
taught her nothing : and I resolved to mak(‘ one 
effort to save h(*r from (h'structiou, by asking for 
her from others what 1 could no longer render her 
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myself. I knew the days on wdiieli a, eommitteo of 
ladi(*s Vere to meet for benevolent |)urj)oses, 
cially for the sii])portin^ of a seliool for tlu* indigent, 
and I knew tliat in this school the (‘hildren were 
earefnlly and religiously taught. I took my negl(‘<*t- 
ed ottspring in my hand, and jwesonted myself before 
them to solieit admi^sion for Ikm* into the seht>ol ; it 
was the tirst right thing 1 liad done for many a <lay, 
and there was a p(‘a(*e in my bosom it ha<l beconu* 
but little ns(‘d to. When I had made my r<*(juc‘st, 

1 was aske<l my name, and the (K*euj)alion of liiy 
husband. () that the time should hav(* eome when 
sueh <pi(‘stions w<ndd l)ring shame to the cheek of 
Ih'ggv Lum ! I <*(juiv(M‘att‘d a litth^ on the latter 
question, but tlie iadi(‘s un<lerstoo<l my language*, 
and told me with some harsh e.\pressions, that my 
child could not be admitte<l, as they had many appli- 
cations, and a.''*. ays gave the preferemre to those 
whos(‘ ])arei]ts followed an honest calling. iMy bosoTii 
was ready to burst with grief and imlignation — yes, 
indignation — for, as 1 looked rouml the criiele, 1 .^aw 
the contraband arti<‘les about their persons ! I 
kn(‘W' well enough tlu‘ gloves on tin* hands of one 
and the handkerchief round the neck of tht‘ other — 
and my <*hi]d was reject«*d, cast oH‘, left to igmirance 
and vie(*, because her fath(‘r jmrsued for subsist<‘nc(‘ 
a trade that they (;nconraged for the ornament of 
their ])ersons ! \^'it}i some show of imjuTtinence, 

w'hieh still more eoniirmed their r(‘je<-tion <>!’ me, 1 
was leaving the house, when a lady of a veiy kin<l 
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jisjK'ot wliispored iiks tluit slie would call and talk 
to iiK‘ about puttiiiLt tlio eliild to school soin^whcn 
Ikit the last s])ark of lU’ood was cxtini»uishcd in iiiv 
Ijosoni — the last i»*ood ]»ur]>ose I (‘ver f<n'in(‘d \\a^ 
repuls(‘(l in a way that completed th(‘ hai'dtMiiiiii' of 
niy h(‘art — ‘No/ T said, as 1 walked ahum’, scarce 
knowiiii*' wIkm'c I \vi‘nt, ‘she shall lUMthm* uo to thoir 
si'hooN, nor learn their Icarnini*’. If she sin. as sho 
Avill do, it shall be in ii:*norance and stu])idirv : they 
shall not t<‘ach luT the will of (b»d, only to iiiakc 
ht*r nior(‘ i*uilty wIumi tluw aftt‘r\vards reach Ikt !<• 
disobey liim. Th(‘y tau.ijrht me lirst the nii'anini:: of 
moral and reIii»’ious Inmesty ; then tluw told me by 
>\ords and l)y e\ani]>h‘. that then* was no harm in a 
s(‘cret an<l unlawful trade* — and now that 1 coim* to 
tluMU with the* wn‘tch<‘dm‘ss in my lu‘ar(, and the 
ruin on my heael, whi<‘h w<‘re brought on im* by that 
tra<h*. they reject my supplication, ami put scoiai 
upon my euiphvss child, because* I have ]uirsu(*d if. 
No — not a child of mine shall «ro’: if she must foll(»w 
in her motlH*r's <*ourse, she* shall rhe'n* without 
h(*]‘ fe*elinu's : ’ and wln*n the* kind laely eliel. in lae*t, 
ee>me* Jinel oiler to ]>ut the* e:hihl te) school at he*r e»wn 
expe*nse*, I e>bstinate.*ly, anel insede*nrly, n*je*e*te‘el the 
]>roposal ; anel thus inaeh* mys(*lt* ouilty e)f my e*hihrs 
as we*ll as of my husband's ruin. 

“ lJut the measure was full anel the time was come*, 
ami my tale* will s(^on be* tohl. My e.*lele.*st boy was 
m>w a lael of sixteen : anel neve*!* siiie*e* he hael ee»me* 
into the Avewlel hael he maele his mother's heart to 
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ai*]io. ITo AViis tlio birth of bottiT (lavs, for lu* ^vas 
tli<* first-boni cliikl I Iiad. Tlic i»’oo(l ini|H‘<‘'>;.sions 
oi* Ills (^‘arly yt^ars luul lasti'cl liiiii tlirougli \V(>vm‘ oik's 
— Ik* had hcon to soliool, and siiu'c that Ik* ha<l hcoti 
to s(‘a ill a ('ollii'i* ; and in s|>ib‘ ofall tin* ill lu* hi'ard 
\vlK‘n Ik* (‘aiiK* honn*. he (*v(‘r a uood ainl st<‘ady 
lad. It was souk* tinu* now tliat he hail Imm*!! out 
ol' i‘iiij)l<»y, an<l had <**ot a stn*f of lianIvei‘iiK_:' to no 
out wirli his father; oid\. as lie --aid. foi- a hit of 
sport, lor Ik* was a l»rave Imy. and hoed dannrr and 
the sea> ; l*nl he lo\e<1 hi>. luotlioi* hcttrr, and Ik* 
had e\<*i- till llK*n \iehh*d fo her i‘nir(‘atK‘> not tonn. 
One ninhl — tlait ninhl, (hat \erN ninht -■ I lK*re 
was I'oiijli work to he doiK*. and the\ wan(<‘d hand*' 
— tliKir wa^ dannor, and lhe\ ollhi*o»l hinh |>ay. My 
l»o\‘> >vj|> roii.s<‘d, hi'' father j>ei'siiad«‘«l him, 

and wIk'ii I would hast* retained him e\rn with 
loai's, !K\ hu>i..' al >aid that sineo I did not care 
about ///.V beino- drowneil or munlered, he did not. 
see wh\ I should make so mueh ado about tla* bo\ . 
They wi’i-r tin* la^t words Ik* i‘M*r sj>oke to me. 
They w(‘re not trite — for in ail his wiekednuss dmu 
had Imtii kind and alleotionati* to me ; and it was 
not for me to Iom* him le^s for sins that I m\ self had 
dri\en him to. 'i'hey were not, true words— but. 
Oh I I rememlM*ri‘d them when — Ilemembered I I 
reiiK'mber tliem iiow' — I hear th(‘ni in my sloej>, J 
liear them in my dr»*ams. they are whispered alMuit 
my l»e«l. and about m\ [»illow, (*'rant, Heaven, they 
eoiiie nut after me to the n:ra\e ! 
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They wont, aii<l suroly huinotliin*:^ in my lioiirt 
misgavo mo of wliat was oomiiig : for ] filt I (*oiild 
not go to 1)0(1 that night. It was alroady dark when 
thoy wont away ; and many a timo 1 oponod tlu* oaso- 
inont to look out upon tho night. Tho wind howled 
frightfully. 1 hoard tho waves thun(U‘ring uj)on the 
rooks, as if thiw would havt^ rent tho firm earth in 
])iooos ; and so dark was it, that when, in my rost- 
lossnoss, 1 w(uit out to try it, T could not find my 
way across tho road. Not a star was thoro in all 
th(‘ heavens, nor a hit of moon to light thorn on their 
perilous way — ’twas over such nights as those thoy 
chose to do their boldest d(‘(*ds. Hour after hour 1 
listened, though I know not for what, ior th(‘y were 
miles away. I shuddi^red at the silence — I started 
even at tho noise 1 made myself, as from time to 
time I throw on a log to keep th(‘ fire burning, that 
they might warm and dry them when thoy came. 1 
saw my noglocU^l Bible on the shelf, and remem- 
bered the time when it would’ have consoled me — 
but not now : I rerntMubored when in times of fear 
and danger to those I lov(*d, 1 should have b(*taken 
myself to prayer — but not now. I could but sit and 
watch the dial-jdate, and long, and long for the hours 
of darkness to be gone. And when tluw were gone, 
and the daylight opened, T liked it no better. J looked 
out upon the damp, cold landsca]>o, and thought it 
was like my desolated bosom ; the V(‘ry light was 
hateful to mo ; for suroly the truth was in my h(‘art, 
though yet 1 knew it not. The morning grew' apace ; 
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tlio ]>oo]>lc ill tiu' siirroiiiidiiio- forth 

to tlK‘ir honest l;il>oiirs. ] saw om* niul :inotlu‘r 
iiiakinii' rojoly the hroakfast for her hu^l^alul, and 
^■ivinu: a partin'^ woni to Imm* Ixiys — hut wIhm-c* were 
mine'.* Nine o'eloek slruek. ten, elevini, ainl still 
they eaino not. 'Fliis was no nneoiiinion thinu*, but 
thi‘re was a ]»res«*niiin<‘nt of e\il in my hos<nn. The 
eloek was just upon the point of twelv(‘. wlien J lieard 
a noisr of \nieos — I w(‘nt out, and saw a crowd about 
Inline W’illnm's door. I knew Ina’ husband had Imu'U 
out with the pai'fy. and iiiiossod the i-e.-st : * W’here 
is Jem*.** I said to tin* first who woulil hear me. 
‘ I!<* \\ill Ih* here pres(‘nfly.’ sai<l tle^ man in a ‘^iillen 
t'»!ie. I jjad iKMiKa'c to ask -- e\cr\ b(»d\ w a> talkinir, 
aiid every bo«ly was eauer to tt-ll tin* \\o|s.i they 
eoidd make of tlie feai*l‘ul ^tory. All murdered, all 
diewiied. all ]triNunorsI And soon lliei'e wa^ not 
ev«*n lii'ed (o li*-:- foi- mv eyes lueheld the Wtirst — 
the dead IwmIv of I'.iy hu^baml. borne iip»>n the sluad- 
der- (if rulliaidy-lookini:. men, w ho.se downcast lo<»ks 
bospoke rliat even th<-yfelf ]»ify for his fate. And 
vvliere was my boy V Him tin* eol»l waters h«*ld, ami 
wonld not u’iv«‘ me l»a«‘k much as his lifeless bod\ I 
'I’he smn:.'LihM's ha«l boen attacked in cndeavoiirinLf 
to remove their <*arL''o : they resi.sted ; some wen* 
slaio on tin* sp<»t, and tin* rest w<‘i<‘ drowned in 
att(‘m]iiinir to es<*apo. W'lio will tell out the story ? 
W’lio will tell ti wifo'.s. fh<' motlu‘r\s }i£»'ony, wlien 
slie reei'ived of lier husbami no more but the «lis- 
iiirured corpse — of her mhu nut even so much as that 1 
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Toll who may, T ojiimot. Tint yon soo mo, what I 
am — I lia\(‘ told you wliat I was. Want and <liscaso, 
ami romor.s<‘ and a^’ony, lia\o broiiirlit nu‘ to tlio 
^»*avo. Wliat is l)ovon<l, you may know; I do not — 
I l)orK‘\(‘d onot‘. now I dai‘i‘ not holiovo. ' 

'rii(‘ story is tinisli(‘<l — nood 1 writo tlio moral ? 
If my Toadors koliiwo I liavo drawn an oxaii^iTatod 
]>iotun*, U‘! thorn in(|iiiro and know. ^Idioy will not, 
]>orha]»s, lind IVn'i»'y Linn nj>on hor (h‘ath-luMl, nor 
ni(‘<‘t h(*r sfjualid ollsprini* in thoir (‘\oniiur walk — 
hnt tlnw will liinl moro niisorv rosnltini^ from this 
trallic than lani'uag’o of mino oan piotnro. Thov may 
so(‘, as wo ha.V(‘ dono, tho suspoolod fall nndm* (nir 
windows. ^Jdioy may s(‘o, as wo htTVi* dono, throo or 
four at a timo, tlio murdorod hodic^s horm^ into tho 
oliundiyard — and tlioy may hoar, as wo do daily, tho 
thoui!:htlos,s mnltit.nd(‘, ono inomont la^jjoatim*' tho 
molaiioholy story, tho noxt momont oroi^ping about 
tho lani‘s and alloys, in soaroh <»f tin? vondors of for- 
Inddon gooils. It is for suoh that I havo tohl tho 
story. Tho misorahlo viotims of this tratlio will not 
roail our ])a^(*s, nor is it for thorn that I havo writ- 
ton. 'rh(*v aro inoa]>al)lo of a])]>rooiatin,<t tho moral 
wron^ of tho t radio itsolf; tho only quostion to thoin 
is tho ^itain and loss, tho risk and tho indnoomont — 
ami in this, as in all othor sorts of ‘iamldin^, wo know 
that mon will put all thoy havo on tho stako, if the 
])ri/o ])ro|>osod he larito oiiough. To th(\so poor 
creatures tho indnoomont is thoir daily snstonanoo, the 
support of thoir wives and children : that thoy ruin 
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tlirii) f*\ (Mifually is l>oyoii(l tln'ir ralctilation ; in]- 
know, that ill <.‘xarr jM‘o|K»i*ti<»]i a> tli(‘ niiml i." uiuMii- 
ri\at<‘<]. its fi'C‘li!iiL:s aiul t*an‘s ai*(‘ liiuitt'd iln‘ ]»]•<*- 
s<‘iit time. .Miu'li. is to In* sai*! in oxi*iiso 

lor tliciii. Iiiit \Nhat is to kc saiil lor iis *.* It is tlio 
|»nn*lia^<M- tliat iiiak<‘s tln‘ tra<lo. Can avo, willnait 
voiu]»nn('tion. so<‘ tlio o1* o\ir lollow-on'atnros 

put to \<*iitiiro, tlioir f‘aniilic‘s into inis<*rv 

imspoalvaljlo. tIkmi- iii<n-als oorniptod, tlioir s4Hils, it 
iiriA ko, riiiiKMl or(‘i*nally — an«l ail lor what 
sa\c a low sliillini^s, \vlii(*|i a\«* would iVooly iiivo t»> 
any ono w ko ncrdod it, or to di*<*lv onr jK'isons wiili 
''OHIO ]»r<»liikif(‘d arrii'lo ol* <k‘<‘ss‘.* I lidl\ lM'li<‘\(‘, 
tiii'ro is not a lad\ in Ikitain who uonld n<»t take 
rho oosiIn sliawl iVom Imm* slionhh'rs, and pn^xnit it 
to clu* jioi’son wh<»ni slio <*oidd thor^'ky savo from 
^iioli mi^'ory as we kavi* 4h*s«*riki‘d, thoimh tin* coiiso- 
(juoiK'o \M‘r4‘ fl; . sho shonhl noNor wear .'inoilier — 
ami Net w<‘ e\|»oM‘ to sm*k misery liiindrials and 
thousands of onr k^llow -ereatun*s, and when it is 
named to us, tliink it (piite eiiouitli to say, “ I'reneli 
,UO(Mk an- prohikited, am) we must ha\e them. Ik*- 
eaiise "’ — most sullii-ieiit n-ason — “ lnM-ause w<‘ like 
them kest ’ 
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Xo. XIY. 

SO(MAL KINDNESS. 


Vivroou soi ro n'cst vicn; il vivvo jmi niitrvii 
A fini ]»nis j(‘ ♦‘•tro iitih*. :inJonr(l‘hiu ? 

Vuil.'i rluujuc matin «iifil faut st‘ din*; 

Et Ir soil’, (|u:ui<l di*s I'icux la dart** so roliro, 

Hoiiroux a <iui soti o«riir tmit bah a rf imukIu, 

(-0 jow^' M"' Inih'jj** no I'ai pas j)ovdn ; 
draco a iiios snius, j'ai vii, siir uiic fact* biimuiiio, 

La trace d'liii jdaihir on Tonbli d'uiio ]>ciiu‘ ! 

Quo lasocicto ]Kjrtorait do don\ fruits, 

Si par do tollos jionsoos nous otiou> tons conduits ! 

'rilERE w;ls Mmbnv]u.M-(‘ — not in Enijlaipl, 1 .slioultl 
Mi|)|>osr — ;i M'vy oxt<'n''ivn jH*isnn-lions»‘, in wliirli 
ininu*ns«* niniilMTs oi* jK-rsons MLn* ronliiuMl uiultd* 
Mis|m*ion. tor they lunl not yot l»oon <>1* iiiani- 

foM iniMloin(‘;inonrs, sonn* in ilio o\i*rr ;n't, und 
otliors in liiddon disifti'ctioii t(»wards ;i (1(»\ (‘rnniont 
to wliicli tlioy all owod allegiance, l^roin llie babbling 
infant, who bad come tliiMV for bis father's crimt‘s, 
befi»re biinself eould have (‘onunitted any, to tbe boa? y 
bead of age, bowing already to tbe grave that was 
waiting to re(*eive liim — from tbe coarse, iintbinking 
]>easant, wbo batl foIIowe<l where otli(‘rs led, to tbo 
lofty and commanding spirit that must answer for 
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iiiaiiy a name luvsidt* liis own — ovt‘ry auv wa^ lirro, 
and .s(“x and nation — evorv t*oni|)lrxi<nj and oondilion 
<»f' mankind w'oia* as.siMn1>l<‘d in this vast jirison-lionsc, 
to wait till it sliould ploasr the sovereign — Id]* in that 
eoiintry tht're was no Jladeas (’orpus Aet — to 
from lJi^ far distant eonrt, and jud.<>e tin' pi’isom-rs 
for the erimes of* wliieh they stood aeens(‘d. 

An^und this straiiiti* adotle. tlna'e was a wall too 
hiirh l‘i»r any f<»ot to seale, too tliiek fm* any <*y<‘ to 
jMMK'frate. in oiahn* to diseover what miirld he heyond 
it. Within the limit, the imprison(‘tl .s<k<‘mi‘«l to walk 
at lai‘Lr(‘ — tli<‘re was spa<*e for all to live and mo\e 
at <*as(‘, hut not without perp«*tuall\' <*ros>intf each 
other's way, and <*omini*' in near and frecpuait eon- 
taet ; and if any wouM haNe tied from liis fellows, 
he eouhl lUft, for tlie wall was ro\ind liim and ahoiit 
iiitu. and hemiii' l not]»asv it; thert* we»e pat hs many, 
and waNs many, hut the impervious hanier was tl>e 
issiie of them all. ami “no fui’lluM*," was tin* fatal 
ehis-k u]i«ui their elst* unrest riet«sl motions. Sus- 
]K‘eted of une<jual erime's, hut as \(‘t untrieil and 
uneonvieted, they were not dist inL*'uishe<l from eaeli 
other hy any ant ic-ipaloiy punishments, s,-rnii)n;- to 
snfh‘i' promiscuously the liard.sliijts iiisoparahle frr»m 
their state of duraime and tli'-unan***. And not fe^^ , 
indeed, w«*re tlies,*. I'amim*. and want, and ]'ain, 
ami nhsiU'v \\ei*«* tijert*. Sume (‘M‘s look<‘d njo\ards 
in untold d(‘spair, as if still to d«‘mand of llea\eji 
what t ( t Ih •a\<‘n itself Iiad he»*ome impossihle to 
hestow — an<l some were on tin* ua-ound in deep 
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<I<‘sj)<)im1oik*\% n.s if tlu‘V to iiK'cf flio siinhoain 

that lia<l sIioik; on set^nos now lo.st to tliom for (.'vt‘r, 
Thoir very ]»h*nsnros, whon thoy scmmihmI to Houi’isli 
most, w<‘ro hut as tljat 1)€ileliil tr(*(N vei-y fair to Jook 
upon, that <li"ops jK‘stik‘]u*o ami (loath o!i all who 
vontiiro to roposo h(‘n(‘ath its hranohos. l"or Avhilo 
th«' ]>ar(‘nt sat at oas(‘, fondly adnnnistratinii* to th(‘ 
noods and phjasuros of a heautiful family, ono hy one 
Ik? saw them sink honcath th(‘ hardships of thoir 
(condition, till th(*re w(‘ri‘ none rtmiaininir. And tho 
hosom that had brought with it all that was no(‘dful 
to its hapj)iiu'ss, in swo(‘t possossion of which what- 
ovor was sutionsl was scarcely tolt, and what(‘\(T 
was wanting was not missed, was doomed to see the 
p(*stil(*ntiaJ vapour of tin* prison aris(‘, and (*hill to 
dt*ath tlu' fraim* of its belovcsl. Industry toiled hai*d 
and sow«*d its se(*d, and forgot iii labour, as others 
in j>leasure, the daugiM-s of his stati* ; and when 1 k‘ 
sluudd ha,V(* i-4‘aj»ed tin* fruit, tin? winds ol* heaven, 
from which his ]>rison-house was all un>heltei(‘d, had 
blighted it. and he was h*ft to want. Soim.*, wlio 
on(*(‘ had friends, ami famili(*s, and honi(‘s, sat Iktc? 
apart from all, and laid claim to nothing, and found 
r(‘gard of none — and soukn whom all c.art'ssed and 
all bow isl tlow n to, and who seeim?d to abound in 
every thing, fed secretly on the ashes of atllietion, 
and fast(‘d trom all but t(‘ars, consumed by im?mory 
of som(*thing j»ast, or dnsid of souk? half-scs'U future. 
The lofty and ca]»acious intellect was there, working 
its own misery with its own greatness, to whieh 
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tliiT(‘ was notliiiiir to i‘(*sj>oiid, and w]ii<*li notliini»- in 
that small s])a(‘i' coiiM satisfy. And fo(‘l>l«.‘m*ss, and 
ii'noi'ancc*, ami inilxrilitv wm» thoro also, siiHonni: 
(*ontt‘nij>t, iK'uloft, ami scorn, f<»r d(‘fici(*n(*ios m)t of 
own ciioosini*’. Ami tlioiioh tlmro wore some 
on wlufso <*lKM‘k the bloom was frcsli, and in wliost‘ 
oyt* fill* ln'am of joy Avas In'imht, they w(*r(‘ ri'eardod 
by the Jiiore (‘X|u‘rion(M*d, as but tin* loss eonscions 
victims of as sure a fate*; for it was known flaw 
I'ould not <‘vadi‘, tliouiih they miirht forii(‘t, the eon- 
s<‘<|nenee> of th(*ir sns|M*cted <*haracter. And to all, 
anti t't each, b(‘si(h‘s the unetjiial siilleriims of (ht‘ir 
actual state, there r(*maim‘<l tin* approachiini’ juduf- 
nieiit to which thtw were rt‘M‘rv<‘d, comim>’ flaw kia*w 
not wh(*n, threattuiinu: tlaw kia*w not hat ; mon* 
awful for its uncertainty. na>re apjiallinii’ fu* tla* 
obscurity that Ir nit uptm the issia*. 

l)ot‘s not the «|Ueslion forcibly sueirest itself, H(»w 
wouhl these prisoners conduct themselves towards 
each other!' ln\o|\ed in one common calamity, 
staialinii' in tla* saim* tearful predieanamt, <*ompelled, 
williny- or unwillinii*, to remain t«H!ether, to take of 
the same si'aiity eomferts, and abide tla* same but 
too sullieieiit ills — each one liable to Avhatever the 
other was iMidiU'ine. and no one secure from succeed- 
ing to his neiLi'h hour's wo — how does it seem they 
wouhl ileport tla'in^elves to each otla*r in this stranii’e 
condition; whieii had broui^ht them t<»Lrether with- 
out tla‘ir leave, ami forced them t(> abide each otlier’s 
I'oinpanVj without any choice of theirs!' Jieasoiij and 
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CMminiOTi soiiso, and focilinu;, nay, and sc'lf-inti*r(‘st it- 
self, .ar(» aLrreed npoii the answer — kindiK^ss, ooiirti*sy, 
and J)ity, would ho tlu‘ tone of sueli society. They 
would not all love tiaeh other — dissimilar hahits, 
uneon.irenial tcMiipers, varieties of intelhxd and con- 
dition, would make that impossible : tliey would not 
all i\st<‘em each otluT — for defect of moral worth in 
SOUK!, in others native imbecility or deformity of 
eharact<?r, w'ould r(‘nd<‘r them no obje(tts of esteem. 
lUit th(‘re would surt^ly prevail in this socitdy a tone 
of beiKwolenct* and courtesy, the result of a ]»artici- 
pated d(‘stiny. Theuntritid criminal would not be.irin 
beforehand the punishimMit of his f(‘llow criminals, 
by treating them accor<ling to the m(‘asiire of tlM*ir 
suj)pos(*d, thoui»b yet undecided guilt. However 
much unlike, n<» om* couhl stand oil' from another as 
a being w ith whom he had no feelings or interests in 
common. Tin* common misery, tin* common dang(*r, 
wxnild create a fi‘llowshi]> betwi*(‘n the most oj)posite 
characters, that w'ould claim a word, a look at least, 
of kindn(‘ss, as they went by each other, or sat down 
together in tin* narrow’ limits of their ]»rison-hous(‘. 
It would se(*m that one coidd .scarcely have a concern 
ill which tin* others felt no iiit(‘rest, a fe(‘ling that 
the otln‘rs would not w ish to sjmre, a desire the others 
would not wish to gratify — from synijiathy if injt for 
love, from ])ity if not este(*m. And least of all w oidd 
those* who ha<l most Iiojk* of ]>ardon ainl favour from 
the sovereign, w’ln*n he came, look coldly on those 
with whom it might fare w orse — a sense of their ow n 
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(IjuiLTiT would toacli tluMii ]»ity, :nul (‘oiis<**u>un <iuilt 
would inako tlioiii luondtuJ. Hoiv, in tlio 

wisest would see in the most sim]d(‘, the noldesf in 
the basest, a, beinu' Avhoin, if natuia* Jiad |>hieed afar, 
sutlerinit an<l daiiiier bad brought near of kin. 

Some one has wisely said — our rc'adtTs may liave 
observe<l Indore now that we always think that saying 
wise wliieh agrees with our own opiiiions — and beau- 
tifully as wisely said, ‘‘ Court (‘sy is, strictly speaking, 
a (du'istian grace. It is a ]>lant of h(‘avenly origin. 
This presiMit evil world, like the ground which the 
Lord hath curse<l, is utterly incapabl(‘ of yielding 
any thing so goed and h»<‘ly. (\>uj*tesy cannot grow' 
in selfish nature's "oil. It is ne\er fouml but in the 
ganl(‘n of (iod.*' I had just been reading this v<‘ry 
|H‘etty s(‘nlence, a> quoted foi* m\ «)bserNa(ion in the 
h*tti*r of a friend w hen passing into so<Moty. 1 hap- 
]»ene<l to ln‘ar it boldly assert<Ml that it is not desirable 
to make ourselves agr<*eable to those wi* do not 
like, ami warmly contested that universal etmrtesy 
is almost a sin. So, tluMi,” I said within myself, 
“hen* ai*e opinions in most det<‘rmined opposition — 
the ]>lant that one w’onld cherish as the \erN Liiowth 
of Hea\(‘n. the other plucks up ami <'asts away as a 
noxious and pei-nieious weed.’’ 1 had dwelt with 
])lcasure on tin* forima* sontiinent as true, and just, 
and beautiful — but what then lu'comes of tin* other? 
They <*annot both be just or both ))e true. ^'<*t 
it sei‘in(‘d to me of soi'm* imj>ortance, that thes w lio 
are begiiiiiing the business of lile, sljouid p(‘rcei\e 
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lK*t\v(‘C‘ii tlio flftwor and tin* Avt*t*d ; and sottinji: mys(*li‘ 
to consider of the luatltT. it a])]>eared to ino that this 
world of ours is no other tlnan the ])rison--hoiise <le- 
S(*ri))ed. and oiir condition in it that which we have 
dej)icied, IJow then does it seem that we should 
Ixliave ? 

It has ]»h‘as(‘d (Jod, for r(*asons wise since tli(*y 
his, to foi*ni tin* inlialutants of earth in moulds 
so diirei‘<‘nl, that each one ca?inot assiniilafe Avith 
an(»ther — like ill-accorde<l instnnru'nts, well-tuned 
])erhaj»s, and ]>erfe<*t in theinscdves, hut Avhich yet 
can mak(* no harmony to.aetlu^r, because tlu^ j)itch of 
one is hitther than the other. It has ]>leased Him, 
too, to <‘ndo\v our minds Avith feelings, known and 
understood hy all, though dilhcult to (Udine, that draw 
us towards some ]H*rsons in ])r(‘f(‘rent‘(‘ to others, 
and AvhiU* we go hy tlie mass with inditlerem*(‘, hind 
us with indissoluhle all’(M*tion to soim* sidected fcAv ; 
for no i‘(‘ason that can he given, hut a natural and 
sj)ontaneous preferemv; or ]K*rha|>s some aliinity of 
taste, ]»rincijdes, and juirsuits. Th(‘se s(‘lect(‘d f(‘AV, 
for howiwer many, they are fcAv in the c(»m]»arison, 
are what Ave usually call our friends ; and to these 
our (h‘]»ortmeiit may he left to other influence and 
guide<l hy other rules than those of gimeral eourt(*sy. 
Ihil these apart, the larger mass of those Avith Avhom 
we ar<‘ l^rought in contact, ar<? ]>ersons lor whom, to 
iis(* the comiiMin ex|>ression, Avtv (U) n(>t can* — we 
have no I'hoice or juvference for them. It is to these 
that a habit of universal courtesy is or is not to he 



THE USTEVEn. 


171 


cultivatiMl — tli.'it ^vl' jiro oi* m*t‘ not to tnko ]>aiii,s 
to r(‘n<lor oiii*solv(‘s as atrrooal*]*' ami a<MM‘|)tal»lr as 
<*ir(*uii!sta!K'os and li'nrlu*!* duty will 

AVr know tlioro is a sinliil <*ontonnify to tlio world 
that is lorl>id<h‘n; and wliatov<‘r that may l>o dolimsl 
to 1>(', wo hoit n<‘t to ho niidorstofal to <losiro tliat 
th(‘ lin<‘ )«• h]-ok(‘n : for (Jod must not 1 m‘ ot)‘ond(‘d 
that man ho ph^asod, and sin must not ho oommitlod 
from any nadivo <»1* oxpodion<*y whatovor. Ihit civi- 
lity, aftontion, la^irard to tlio tastos. and rosj»oct, for 
th<‘ foidinirs of others, aro m*t sins — on tlio onntrary, 
th(‘y arc* the* plant that has hoc‘n ass(‘rt(‘d to ho of 
(diristian <:i'ov\th, a llowc‘r of tho uardon <»f‘ (iod. 
AV<‘ arc' aware', also, that it will ho ootiio^tc'd thc'rcj 
is a ch'ure'o nf insincM'rity ami d<M‘option in assnininii' 
an appoaraiicM' of aftontion and c‘om|»lao<‘no\ teiwarcls 
those* f<»r whom \o hase* no roiiard. nor any kindly 
fc'C'l inti’s. lie it admit tc'd, howovc*r, that wo oiiiiht 
to have kindly foc'linu's to>\arcls o\e‘ry om*. (’i*iminals 
oliainc'd ic) the' same* L»’alh*N, slaves fe'tte*ri.*d ami toilini:’ 
in the same' mino, arc* not more c'losely c'f>njoinc*d in 
om* 4'e)minon fato, have* m»t more* c'laim upon e*ae*h 
eitlu'i’s sympatliy, than nu'ii inhaliitinir toiirlh^'r this 
]M isoii-heniso ef 4‘arth. We* eiinrht to ha\e* a fc.'olini,'’ 
of ht*m'\nh'nt int^M'c'st for e*v<*rv om* of men-tal hirtli 
— e»ur a\e*rsions, o?ir <'<nitt*mjit , emr elisimion. onr 
animosity, all the^e thitiiis arc* eh'fe*e‘ls. hh*misln*s. 
symptoms of montal corniption ami elise*ase‘ — anei if 
the*y e-anmit he e*radie‘atc*<l. wo ai*o ohIi;i<*<l to any 
uarh of dee*e*ne*y that c'an c'ontrihute* to conea'a! the*nj. 
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Our (Miristiaii ]K‘rfW*tion Avould lx* to liav(‘ no un- 
kindly feolines towards any one — ;ind tlie next best 
t]iin<>: to tliis is to be eonseious of tliein and aslianied 
of tli(*Tn. and (^ndeaA'our t(> (xuieeal them as we w<»uld 
a loathsome and unsightly mmiid : the etlbrt is a 
self-sacrifice, and will go far to subdin* th(‘ feding. 
It may be asserted again, that a univtTsal di‘sire to 
j>leas(* and to f)bligo, is dangerous to ourseh es, as it 
may be the oflsju’ing of vanity, too eager for the 
aj>]>robation of nu‘n, and ev(T s(‘eking its own grati- 
fication. It may bo so : but in this case it is the 
motive, not tlie conduct, that m^eds to be am<*nded. 
To ])ay a c<mrteous attention to thos(‘ wlio do not 
parti(*ularly ]>lease us — to give satisfaction to those 
who can give us none — is, as wo havi^ observed, a 
sa.crifi(*(‘ of our seliisliiu'ss that may ])rocis‘d from the 
highest tone of (Miristian ]»rin<*ij>le. 

Ai'c we, then, to be as courteous, and to attempt 
to be as agreeabh', to thos(‘ whom wi‘ do ]»ot admire, 
or ]K*rha]»s do not aj>])ro\(*, as tlmse whose (pialities 
and |»rinciph‘s claim our (‘steem an<l ap])robation ? 
We need not choost* them for our companions, or 
tak(‘ them to tlie cojitidence of oui‘ bosoms — we need 
not se(*k them or <h‘sire th(‘m---but our house is 
narrow ; the ])ath we go on is strait ; the way is 
crowiled, and w(‘ must lx* much in contact ; the duties 
and intercourse of life must bring us into connexion 
with those wln»m wt* diil not and could not choose*. 
And what are \\e, that we should fee*! contemjit ew 
disregard for any one ? If others haN C their j>ecu- 
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liaritics, liavc* wo not ours? If Ihcy liiivt' tlioir (1(‘- 
ioofs, Nvo not ours? luiy, anil our vicos, too, lor 

wliii'li we are all liastenini^ forwjwd to an e«jual 
judn’ineiit ‘? Anil in this narrow liouso ol‘ oui* sojouj-n- 
iny, sin*el\ (*\ei‘y one has a elaiiu to what evei'v one 
can <lo to make* sA\eet the hitterness of Jifo? For, 
oh ! there is enoiiu'h for all to hear — the ilwellei*> in 
that jH‘I>on-lions(‘ were not so ha|>[>y that thei-e was 
no need of each other’s eoiirtesy to soften tluMi- con- 
dition ; there was not so much si'arcity of snllerini:’. 
that the conduct of on(‘ should prejudiic the other ^ 
crimes, and aiiuTavate the punishment prepared for 
iilm. And nnIk* are those sNe tiiink iinwoi'ilis ortnir 
atienilnn and civility. unwortliN the care to pleast‘? 
hcini:''-. perhaps more worthy than our>el\*‘s, though 
If^' cNternally endowed: tlie\, perhap-^, wlio, had 
we iieen in need, woidd hase eherisln'd Us in alHic- 
lioii. would ha\<‘ '-ou^oled U", ilioimh, needinu them 
n<»(. We lia\e mwer proved it — ^ome, it may he, who. 
thouuii we per, it not. have hearts so deeplv 

trietl in -oi-row , that, could we know all, our hoson ^ 
woidd yearn with ti-inler pity over wliat we inno- 
ranlly wound hv iiciileci and inciv ilit v - and soiiw, 
it is moi'e tlian jirohahle, whatever Im‘ the cloud of 
iLfiioraiice oi* nIh that now liauiis jwer them, with 
whom we are tlestined to pass a long eti'rnity in the 
holv fellow sliij) of iieaveli. 

Fpon (’hrisfian principle.-, thi'ii, we ari‘ prepared 
to sav, that it is our duly to he <*ourti‘ous ; and, as 
far as ma\ he, agreeahle, to all with whom I'rovideiiec 
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l)r*iii£*’ us in <*oiUH*xion, wln'tluT ^yo moot for 

Ji day or an lumr, or tin* whole* compass of our 
Wo ar(' not to ho idlo to ploaso tho idlo, or ignorant 
to j)l(*ast* tin* ignorant, or vioious to j)loaso tin* vi<*ious 
— and if wo woi-i*, wo shouhl not snoo(‘(‘tl in ]>loa>in^ 
tln*in — hut wo an* to lauitli witli those* tliat laumh, 
to w<‘o|i with thoso that W(*(‘]> — to oontrihiiu* all wo 
(fail, in small things as in ‘•roat, to ann‘liorat(‘ tin* 
dark oemdifion of <»ur raoe\ ainl soattoi* tieovors on a 
thoriiN j>ath. If wo are* in (*e>mpany with lhe)so whose* 
taste's anel hahits are* ejppose'el to emrs. we* are* to ])ut 
some* re'straint uj)em emr e»wn, that the‘irs may not ho 
e>tfe‘nele*d : if with tlmso wlieise* mannc*rs tire* elisunstinir, 
e>r te'inpe'rs une'emg’e^nial te> us, wo are^ henunl to oast 
a ve*il e)vor tho elis<>ust the*y unde‘sii:‘ne*elly oxe*ilC‘. W 
are* hemnd te» withhe)ld a reanark that will ,i>ivo ]>ain, 
or an e>piniem that will edlonel, unloss seam* e'sse'iitial 
jnirpejse* is te) ho answe*re*el hy the*ir oxpre'ssion. To 
say, this is ele‘e*e*[)ti(»n ea- insine*e*rity, is in) e)the'r than 
to say, it is eh*e*e*ption te) re*strain any e'Nil ])a.ssion, or 
su])]avss any anurv tln)ui!:ht <a* se*ltish fe‘e‘lin<j: — ne)r 
is thea*e* any thing in nianne*rs ainl te‘m])e*rs wo he)lel 
ineiro se*llish, iinle)ve*ly, anel unohristian, than that se)rt 
of solf-indulge*n(*o w hioh wounels e‘ve*ry he)ely's fe*e*lings, 
uiulor pre'toxt of eainelemr anel sinoority. 1 aelviso the 
le)ve‘rs e)f so luiu'h honesty, te) make oh'an the* mansion, 
anel put fe)rth no tow e)f its inhahitants, hofea*o the'V 
venture* to se*t wiele* the* gates, that all imiy he* w itness 
e)f what is passing w ithin. 

It apjic'ars to me*, ye>ung yieople cannot go forth 
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into tlu‘ world uinltM* ii unm* falM‘ iln]lro^'^io^. tlian 
tlil> juT'^ija'^ion, — that tliov owe no eouiMe'-v to any 
hut tliOM- wlioni cireinustanees or luvlrri'iieo hapjMMi 
to iiiak(‘ their friends. 'J'hey' owt* it to e^^•r^ indi\i- 
diial without (.‘Veeption who has iu*t t*orteit<‘d it hy 
(dlenee auainst tlioiu — for exery iiulixidual is their 
t’eilow. and their kindi'ed. and tiu^ir eoiupaiiion, in a. 
<h‘stin\- uf wjiieh the hi‘i»inninii\ and the pnrpoi-f, and 
tlie i>''Ue. are the same; and, therefoi‘(‘, eaeli <uie is 
a elainiant on their synipatliy an<I henex o|en<*(‘. 'Fo 
Nax tliat xxe xxoidd do tluMu any kinihie"" in their 
ne(‘d, or eoider any suhstantitd ht'iH'lit in tuir power, 
hut refuse to (-oiieiliate in our ordinarx iiile)‘eours(‘, 
is to oiler tliat xxhieh xve haxi* not. in »‘\eus<' for 
XX ithhoidinii that xvhieli xve haxe- our heiiexoletua* 
may Hex er haxe an o(M*asion of exereiso in .vuhstaiit ial 
Ixuietil^- -in eoiitplaeeiiex . kindni‘s'', am! eourt<'sy, 
and an aeeounnooating spirit, we max always, and to 
ex ery one, ex inee it. 

We know that the tlevoTe<l (’hristiaii has sonu‘- 
thinj^ inor<* to say resjieetim^ tin* <lise(»untenanee that 
slnndd he eiv<*n to folly ainl irreli<!:ion, t 1 m‘ distimUion 
to h(* inatle hetxveeii those xvlio serx'e (iod and thost* 
xxhoserxe him not. This distinetion must i*\ist in 
the feeliints of all who sineerely lox e their Lord : 
hut I eaiiiiot see in it au exeuse for the eohl, r<‘pul- 
sixa*, har^h, unsoeial, iineoiieiliatin,£ 2 ^ manner, some 
]Moiis ]»e<iple assume toxvanls thosi^ xvlmm tlnw eon- 
sidiT less reliirioiis tlulii tht?mselv(‘s. i‘ are the 
felioxv-eriminals, not the judge : xvliatijver l>e our 



176 


TTTE LTSTEXER. 


jMMiitoneo and hope of ]>ardon, wo aro liorc' tlie at- 
taintod robols of our soveroigii. not the administra- 
tors t>f Ills jnstioo; and wliatovor l>o tlio ju’osont 
promise of Ids m(*rov towards ns more than tliem, 
Ids ])ity takes not its limits from oiir judgjneiit, and 
it may be they Avill enter into the kingdom of heaven 
}><dbi*e us. 

But if still it does not aj)])(‘ar that we ought to 
eultixate habits of kindness, att(*ntion, and civility, 
to all around us — lu^hohl, tlitTt^ was ()iu‘ who came 
into that crowded ]»rison-house that did not belong 
to it — its attainte<l iidiabitants wi‘r(‘ not to his mind 
— tlnM'e was no spirit there c(mgeniid to Ids nature, 
or t1tt(‘d to hold (Mmniiindon with him — their ways 
wtMv not as his ways, nor tindr feelings as Ids feeling., 
— <lay by day tludr <lis(‘ordant natures jarr(‘d* bn 
his holy lK)som, and their im]>ure juirsuits revolted 
his celestial inn(»eence. Yet He \\alk(‘d collrt(‘ou^1y 
in the midst of all, and stood not aloof from any. 
He wept oxer their ills, indee<l, and he rejn’oved thi'ir 
wrongs: but hi' kept none at a distance as unworthy 
his regal'd ; he ilwelt xvith them as a brother and a 
friend ; took an interest in their hnvful occn]>ations, 
conformei! to their haints, ami adajited his benefits 
and his advice to their j>eculiar cliaraider and nee<l 
of each. Is the subject greater than Ids King ? Is 
the serxaiit wiser than his Lord? 
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No. XV. 

POLITENESS. 


rolitcin'.s.s L*. tlu* iiKirjiJ ^ra<*e of life, if I may \enture so to term it ; 
(he j^raee (*»' tli*> mind. AVliat (he world accounts graces are little 
Tur>re than the gnices of the body. 

]>u Itiiows. 


W'AiJviNt; OIK* inoriiiiig l>y iiiVNolf — an iiiifavonniMe 
I'or a Li.st(*iu*r — aiul in a lom*ly placo, 
\n1htc. I roiihl not ploast* inysoU’ as Eousscau 

wiili in., tlio to<»tof man had uovor trodden, 

I certainly could discern no traces of his des|)oiliiig 
hand — a tit td enthusiasm, such as poets, I sup]»ose, 
are siihject to, seized upon iiiy brain in favour of 
nature's unassisted ’svorks ; and in most sulilime soli- 
Jo(jiiy 1 hi'nan to decry the assassinations eomniitted 
)*y man's sacrilegious hand upon her cliariiis. I 
compared tin? briery ]>ath 1 was creeping through 
with dillicvdty, to the hroad, beaten turnpike: the 
elegance and siinplicitx of the wild-tlowers, half 
hiding, half showing themselves, uj»on their beds of 
green, to tiu* trained, and trimmed, and methodically 
]>lant«*<l 1 lowers of the garden ; trees whence no |»ruiier 
had e\iT lopped a branch — grass whence the mower 
VOL. 1. M 
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liiul not fillod liis s(‘ytli(j, nor tlu* r(‘n|K‘r liis Imksoih 
— rocosses, ^vlloro for vears tin* rodhi’i'a-^t !*t<i ir- 
tiiriK'd to l)nil<l his nost, and found if as In* loli i(. 
“ AVhat^a pity it is/’ I oxrlainiod, “that man ''honld 
intcTiiicMldJo with wliat (dod lias niado, and mar tho 
hoaiitics ho can ncv(*r nicn<l ! WIkmi aii tliai avarice 
and vanity sui^ni'st has been tri(‘d, to lortnrc* oin* 
jiarksand ^ardt mis into form, arc tlnw to he (*onipari‘d 
to the wild, woody i*:lade, that knows no training' hni 
from natnr(‘’s hand, yiMirly rcturninir to ro-dr(‘ss Imm* 
work'*’^ So 1 tliouijfht, and so have poets said and 
snn^ for a^^cs past: ami so snre was f irrowin**: tliat 
every thinflf should lx* as nature math* it^ tliat it is 
jKissihle 1 inii^ht lla^'e gone on to say, as some have 
said, that ratlior than clear a wood for building 
liouses and making turnpikes, it would be advisable 
to live like our forefathers, in the hollows of trees, 
and reach our habitation over sting-nettles — had [ 
not, in the midst of mv solilotpiy, egresseil from this 
same wood, and w ithin ken of man’s lamented de- 
jiredations, found myself upon the beach. It chanced 
that there was w^alking there a man who sixMiied 
intent on finding something among the pehbles. 
Often he stoopeil down to pick them iiji, ami after a 
little examination, threw them from liim — onee only 
I perceived, that having looked at one witli atten- 
tion, he retained it in his hands. “ Why,” said F, 
“ do you pi-efi*r that stone to all tlie r(‘st “ lie- 
cause,” he rejilied, “ it is of value, and they are 
worth nothing.”— “ And yet,” I aiiswcrcMl, “1 see 
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no lu‘;nitv in tluit, more than in tlio othoiv- it is a. 
roiisxh. hrown stono.'* — “ Ir is so now. an<l llu‘n* is 
no iM'anty in it; hut tln‘iv is wIkmi I lia\o 

flit aiul polishiHl it, anil sot it in a goldon rim, its 
Ihniutv ^vill h(‘ acknowloilii'oil, and rival jnn’ohasors 
Avill conti'nd lor t]j«‘ posM'ssion. to my laho- 

ratoi‘\', and I will show yon tho rii‘hi‘'‘t jiwvols ol tin* 
Easti-rn mini', and yon will say thoy si'om hiit in- 
(‘Ici'ant and w’oi*tld(*ss stonos: sim* fhoin aiiain upon 
tho hrow of royalty, or on tlio )n‘(*k ot* hi'anty, and 
von will u'azo ii]»on tlioiii as natures most oxijiiisito 
]»rodii('tions.” I’his was tnio, Imf thon m\ solilo- 
«juv was ahsolutoly wastt‘d -Idr horn woi’o natiiro's 
most valuahlo, most iniinitahh*, ami |)ro})ahly most 
toilions jirodimt ions', not only im|n*ov(‘d hy art, hnt 
ow'init to it all thoir |M*rr(‘)»tihlo. thouuh not th(‘ir 
rojd valno. Tin u'cm was a ,iri*m wliih* it lay iu‘U’h‘rt- 
od in tho saml : hut most would havo jiassiMl it hy 
uidmodcd ; or, lindin^^ havo rojootod it as of litth* 
valiio: and ovon wliui tin* worth was asocrtainod, 
wo douht muoh it* any lady would ho amhitious to 
string tho nn[>olishoil jowols lor hor hosom, or hind 
thorn in hor hair. 

TIkto aro thinirs liosidos stonos. that, valnahlo in 
thomsolvi*s, nood tho laotitious aid of ornam(*nt to 
make thorn lovoly. All tho ]»olisli in tho world, it is 
true, would not jjiako of tho worthhvss stono a dia- 
mond; and wdj<»o\or Iviiow th<* valno would take tlio 
goin without it, and roj<*ot tlio othor in its rioIi<‘>t 
hrilliaiioy: Init tho rioh jowol must ho sot and jio- 
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Ix'toro its iM^auty is ; or with tlio 

unskilful, tko i'littt^rins^ ]mst<; may be ]>refen*e<l 
lu'fon' it. If' not tliis a trutli too imieli fbrnottiMi 
l)V soiiH* wlio think it (‘iiouaih to be i>’oo<l, without 
n*uu*nilH‘nni>: to be agreea))le? AVith some parents, 
who, while thev store the mimls of theii' ehihlr(‘n 
with knowhslge, ami lead them forward in the ]>at]is 
of truth, fearful, ]K*rha]>s, of fo.stering vanity, or over- 
looking th(‘ importane(‘ of reeomm(‘nding by exte- 
rioi* beauty tlu‘ interior worth, totally lugleet their 
manners, habits, and ap]>earanee ? Js it not so with 
sonu‘ young |MTsons. wlio, earnestly (h^siring to j>leas(‘ 
(bnl, and loving their fellow-ereatures for his sake, 
do yet misjudgingly despise, or eart^lessly neglee*, 
thos(* fritles, that, trithvs a.^ tluw are, inakc^ all the 
diireren(*(‘ lK‘tween an agreeable and a disagree ‘a bk* 
woman : and thoiigli they ailect not the moral or 
religious worth, will make that worth the more or 
the less aeeeptable and lovely-* Sm*h persons are 
suivly doing wrong, and if professing to Ik* religions, 
doubly wrong — for the blame will be east u]>on th(*ir 
religion, not upon tluanselves ; they render that un- 
lovely and unattraetive whieli is in itself most beau- 
tiful ; th(‘y nwolt Avhere they ought to Avin, TIuTe 
is no natural eonnexion, no j)ossible atlinity, bi*tween 
religion and aAvkwardness, eoarsem^ss ami ineivility, 
an unj)olished manner <»r an ungraceful mind, 'i’his 
seems so impossible, that Ave sliould not think to 
sj>eak of it, ilid we not see every-day instances of a 
mistaken, Ave c(»ukl almost say, a proud neglect of 
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tlu‘so Jiftcntions, in persons wIiom* niiinls are truly 
oecupie<l with great matters ; and did we n<>t ev<‘rv 
day li(‘ar, without lK‘ing aide to eonti\‘ulict it, that 
irood pt‘o|di* are disagreealde. ehh‘r j»ersons and 

to ])arents, inueh might he saitl — hut I listtui tor the 
Voiing. ami will en<l my apostroplu‘ with the tah‘ that 
gave rise ti> it. 

J ha\t‘ luranh or rea<l, of sornehody, who, on visit- 
ing till* luagnilieent tahries (d* Italy, wliiidi they had 
heard W(‘re ol* niarhle, was v(*rv much <iisap|M»inte<l 
to tind tlean not polishe<l tVoni top to lH)ttom, sjnoigh, 
and shining like a inarhh* ehiumey-picMa* — tor any 
thing they saw, tin* huihlitigs might as wt‘ll ha\t‘ been 
rd‘ stone. ]Mueh such a tliinee, 1 tear, <lid 1 ]>rov(‘ 
iiiyselt', N\hen I a(*<*epte<l aii invitation from a family td* 
^\hom I had Insird so mueh go<»d rejM»rt. that I had 
long heeii anxio ' to lu* admitted to tlu‘ir soeiety. 
Tin* e\(M‘lh*ne(‘ <d' their edueation, the eulti\ation 
hfsfjiwrd on their miml>, and the high religious prin- 
eiples that ri‘gulated their eonduet, were things of 
s(i nimdi notoriety in the mdghhourlnxMl, I (‘ouhl not 
hut form the tuost phsising antieipati<ui id* ph‘asure 
in my intereourse with tluMii, ami the highest p<>ssihle 
estimate <d‘ th<*ir worth. If I was disa[>|»ointed. the 
fault undouhtedly was mine; for their \\oi*th was 
e«|ual to the repre>entat ion ma.d(‘ <.d‘ it : they Aven^ 
all I have said, and all I luni heard : what right had 
I to exjMM't more*/ I Jiad heard iln*st‘ young ladies 
had hoth talent and prim-iple, and 1 went ]>rej»ared 
to avlmire and love them. As J stavisl some time in 
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tlic* Ikmim*, 1 li;ul of ol>.M‘nin<»- tlioiii 

(lillV'rtMit oirciiinstaiHv>, at Jioiiio ainl a1>roa<l, 
in o<nn|>anv and aloin* : wliat I liavt* to mnark, tlioiv- 
for(‘, niii>t n<»t Ik* muli'istood to 1 win(‘ ])ass<*<l in one 
day, or in (Hiit<‘ su<*li rapid .su<*c(‘ssi(ni a.s 1 toll it ; 
noitlior did oaoh tliin<r lia])jK‘n oiioo only — i dosoril.e 
tlioir lialfitnal <lopoi*tin(‘nt. 

AVIk'M I A\a.s iii>( o(>ndiiot(‘d jnt<» tlio liouso, two 
yoiini*' ladies \\ oi*o sitting;: in tlio di*a winu-rooin, one 
ond’ai;'od witli lior hook, tlu* otlior with ht‘i‘ in‘t‘dlo : 
whtTlier each oiu* had a ta>^k to porh)nn, and feared 
the doom's-day ('hx'k inii*ht strike hefori* it was eom- 
]>leted, I eaiinot say : hut lU'ither (*(‘ased their oeeu- 
pation when 1 entered, though, as a guest and J' 
stranger, it might lia\e heen <*\|Krted 1 should he 
in some manm*!* l•<‘eei\^‘d hy th(*m in their part'Uts* 
ahsoiu'e. They answered when J s]»oke to tlu'm, it 
is true ; hut they m*\t‘i' maile any att(‘m])t to addit'ss 
me. Miss Jidia ke|»t lior elliow on tin* tahh*. and 
he]’ ln‘ad on her hand, in siic'h a po'^itioii as almost 
to turn h(‘r ha<*k towai'<ls tin* sofa on whieii I was 
sitting : and (*^<‘n when dn* did sjM'ak, held her ey<‘S 
as intentlv tixed on her ho(»k, a^if somi* magie power 
ln‘ld tln*m in perpt'tual duranei*. Miss Kmma, whose 
work was of a di’s<*ription I thought might as well 
ha\t‘ hei‘n done in her ehamher, or at least nanoved 
on the entrance of a guest, was, 1 perei*ive<l, under 
the inlhu‘ne<* of some vow not to remove* her noM* 
above two inches fnnn her thimhle, though there 
was scart*ely a ]»assage hetw'i*i*ii them for the lew 
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\vonl> iiiv ion*<Ml iVoin luT. TIm‘ most 

iiiforcnco from sm-li a m*ontion a>oh 1(1 liavc* 
that my vi>it was luiwolcomo ; ]iut 1 had rea- 
son to know tlie eontrary : and I iiad fr(‘(|in‘nt occa- 
sion after\\artls to oIksitvc that all ])ersons, whether 
fiiend'' or strani»-ers. had to (‘lUMuinter, on th(‘ir a])- 
]»roaeh. flu- jn‘]s(‘\ erin<>‘ industry of these h'nlii's. Iii- 
dee<l, wh«»e\er desired tlie Miss ll.’s civility, iinist 
wait idr it ; foi* wlM‘n, a few days aftei’, I introdne(‘d 
t»» them in oin* walk some yonni^ juTsons w ith whom 
1 kn<‘W they d«'sired intimacy, they ufave an inclina- 
tion oi* liie h(‘ad with a look that miaht vtTv well he 
tiiistakrii lor a frown, tnrne<l tluMi* hacks imme<liately, 
and wi'iil on with their own <*on\ ersation. |>e it 
not, howr\or. snj>)»o.>od that the Ali'"' could not 
eonnniiiiicat(‘, oi- wouhl not — when it was |»erlV‘etly 
convenient to li msehes. Jidia was ind(‘(‘d of a 
teiii|»er silent and reseiwed, thonuh wantinii' neith<‘r 
i'eeiiim' nor atleetion ; Kmma was li\el\ and animated 
in the cMreine. It \\as easy to pereeise that the 
"aiiu' (‘ll'ects in each had resnltf'd iroiii iliHei-eiit 
eauxes : in Julia, from an indolent iiMlilll'i-eiiee to 
thini:"'' '‘he <*«m:si<lcj-ed not essential — in I’.mma. lr<un 
a confenijit of what ‘‘he helieved beneath h(‘r. 

'i’heir was eom]>aii\ that e\eiiiiiL'‘, and havinii’ 
found, the youuLT la'lu*.', -xo e\treme]\ anri'eahh* alone, 

I wa" curious to ■‘••e what they Uii<:ht he in so<*iefy. 
'rhe\ did m>t, howexer. think it neeessarx to he 
read\ loj- some time after they w'«.“re (‘.\jM‘eted in the 
room. At leuLith Aliss Julia made her aj»|>eajane(; 
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tli<‘ (loorw*ny — oiu‘ almost say throiii^h 

the door — for she opened it hut barely wid<* eiiongli 
to force* lier small person throii.jjfh the int(‘rstiee. 
Wlietlic»r there was any one ])res(*nt she was glael to 
see, remaiiKMl a rieldle ; so eair<‘r Avas she* to ^vt p(»s- 
session of the nearest eorntT of the nearest chaii* shiv 
eould tin<l, seeminu- by no means aware that she 
ini,i*ht sit as safely in the mi<ldle of it ; and havinir 
reaelu'd the ]>ort, she took eare to leave it no more 
that iii<tht. Kmma’s approach Avas by no means so 
peaet'ful : with the assistanee of a jirnst of wind, she 
contrivisl to startU* every ho<ly from theii* s(*ats by 
th(‘ banyiiiij of ih<* door, stumbled over two stools 
an<l a Avork-table before slie rt‘aehod the up])er end 
of the room, and Avent do>vn on the sofa with a ban^;*, 
tliat, had ln*r sju'eitie jiyravity b(*en i>ri‘ator, mi^Lzht 
have erulangertul the fragile ornaments of the ehirn- 
ney. And this eA'ening, tliough I (*(nild not hear the 
subject of her discourse, <u* gm‘ss the cause* of her 
mirth, I had the first proof that Kmiiia could both 
laugh and talk ; for she continued during the whole 
(‘vening in half whispering discourse, accomjianied by 
frequent titter, with a young ptTson of her oAvn age ; 
their hamls fast hwked in etich other, to intimate, I 
snpjiose, the insi'jiarahility of their atfections. And 
Avo to the unlucky wight who attempted to ]>e thirds 
in the diseourse ! 1 a<l<liH*ssed them sometimt's, and 

so did others — but an immediate e(‘Ssation of their 
diseourse, a monosyllahle reply to our address, and a 
hurk exchanged between them, suliicieiitly iiitimat(‘d 
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tliat Av(* inig-lit s[»;nv ourst^lves tlio troul>l<\ (\t- 
tainly, lja«l I botMi asko<l that iiii»:h( if tin* Miss P»/s 
wt*rc aufivcahk* irirls, my v(*rat*ity or my fri»‘mlshi]) 
must havt* in the r(‘ply. 

Tht* tiim* <11(1 oumo, iioNortlu'loss, wlnm 1 was 
allowed lo h(‘ar these yoiini^ ladies eoii\ ers(‘ : luit 
thou^j^h to all appearaiiee tln‘y spoke the vidua r 
fniinfue, tlie snbjeet of tht‘ir dlseourse was not luueh 
more inielli^ihle than if it had l)(‘en the vernaeular 
laniruair<‘ of Kaniseliatka or Peru. XeitluT persons 
nor thiuiis had tin* names hy which I ha<i lK‘eii ac- 
■ •ustom(*d to hear them «*alhMl : and then tlu'rc was 
so ]n*ofuse an admixture of “ bywords.'' “ family 
sa\inits," and stand iiiit jokes," one needisl to lx* 

provided with a ulossary as lou^’ as the list of 
Pn*nch idioms \\ith which a mod(*rn traNcIh*!* sets 
Hilt «)n his first » isit to l*aris. "I'hat all this was 
cry amusimi’, and very iniHM*<‘ntly so, to themselves, 
1 mak(‘ no doubt — but 1 had l>(*cn ai'customed to 
Mi|»pose that when we speak at table, or in company 
with other**, I’ooil-breeiliuir reijuires we should <*on- 
verse in some known loni;ue, that all may. if they' 
please, takt* part in the conversation. So sure was 
I, however, of the talents ami irojxl sensi* of the 
la<lii‘^, I <lid not doubt their <-onvt*rsation wouhl be 
very edifvintr, if ever I could irain a share of it. ami 
I resolved to abidi* in ^latiemx* some ojiportunities 
of addre'^sino them in my own way. Jn pursuance 
of this resuhe, I watcljc*d every occasion f<i draw 
them into eonversatiun. Walking; with Miss Julia, 
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I m;itluT(Ml n flowor ainl iiijulc* some i*(*inavks upon 
prop(‘rti(‘s ; slio kn(‘\v notl]‘m_i»' jikoiit ilo\v(Ts, and 
tlionuld it a usolt'ss ])nrsuit. I v(‘ntur(‘d to olisorve 
that siiM ‘0 the Alini^litv lia<l coiKh'-scf^iKhul to nvato 
tln'iii, it niiLdit |»ossil>ly not l>oni‘ath liis m*atur(‘s 
to takt‘ iiofii*(‘ of tlioni. ThinkiniLr tliosi* sid>jo(*ts 
niii;ht Ik* too liuflit for tin* lady's wisdom, 1 ii(‘xt at- 
t<Mn]»trd som<‘thi]iu: d<*<‘por — hnt hi‘r mo<h*sty lu‘r«* 
<*arm* in* aid of h<‘r taciturnity : and sin* said tin* 
.suhj<*<*t was t<*o <h*<*p for ln*r nudorstandinir : and so 
tin* (‘oiivorsation (*n(h‘<L Siftintr ''ith INliss Emma, I 
askoil if sin* liad tinisliofl any drawini>s lately. She 
answor(*d that sin* ha<l clone s<*V(*ral, hut did not kin>w 
win'ia* any of tln*m Avere ; a ])lain intimation that .he 
dn*w for ln*r oAMi pleasure*, not for miin*. \Vln‘n as- 
sc‘mhl(*d in tin* family ein-h*, my atti‘m|»ts w(*n* e(|ually 
fi*uith*ss ; tin* youn<»- ladies iu*ver ha]»]K‘in*d to lu*<ir 
Avhat was passing* in their ]»r(*senee. dulia seldom 
an>wered till she had been addri*ss(‘d three times ; 
and Emma e’eiierally chimed in to the middh* of 
si>mehody’s spec‘eh, with rt‘marks jjuitc* forc‘i<>ii to tin? 
suhjeef — s»*ttini:' all riii'ht in the (‘inl hy confessini; 
they wi*r(* thinkiuL;’ of somethin^' else* — a eom])linu*nt 
of whic'li they w<‘re \c*ry prodiiial in all comj>ani<*s. 
A" these ladies wei*e Christians, I would n(»t sup- 
]»ose tln*m to he more than usually seltish — nor in 
their dispositions wen* t}n*y ; hut in defiance of 
Avhat is \isually supjiosed to he a n‘<|uisitc* of e'ood 
hrei'dini^. they Avei\* invariahlv fond of talkijiir of 
their own alfaiis. It has l>een said that, to he 
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aL!r«‘(.‘:il*lo in <*oji\ t‘i*.salion, \vi‘ ?!.1 rhiI(I never >|n‘ak of 
oiirM‘l\e.s: tlie 3ii.vs H/s lia<l no sui‘li maxim ; liow- 
<‘\er al»>lraet minlit l)e tli(‘ Mil>j<*et wlien* it l>enan, 
it al\\a\> ended in, “ 1 .saw," “ 1 .said," “ 1 did — unj 

fiirnd. Inuise — ja// ^^lldies — i//y famil\ — tt)if 

prosj»eets.*' I liad not lonu‘ l>eon a<*((iiainled with 
them, iK'iore I j»ereei\ed that partieiilar atttMitioii had 
Imm'ii |iai<l to the pronuneiation of their word.s, and 
a^ tlu‘ir edueation had l»een sometiiini:- elassieal, it 
<‘annot he dispiitt‘d that they wen‘ most te<'hni(‘all 
eon*eet. flnTe are those wlio think it mon* (‘leitant, 
iM*eaii.si‘ moi‘e jx^lite, to talk (lie lani^nai^e of the iho- 
oictN in uhieli we li\e, and allow woi‘<l,s to keep tlaj 
sound en*'iom lias as^i^ned them — howe\er this he, 
theN had an insariahle hahit of ri'pealinir imint‘di- 
atej\, hv a<Mmlent ' 'f «‘onr.se, e\ ei'N wor«l the\ Niippo.‘*«Ml 
to he iiii'^promMim .mI hy another : I never found an 
o|»poituiiif \ nf teUlno- them that 1 knew lh(»sr who 
Would >pnil any sp(.reh tho\ hapj>en to he makini:*, 
Jiither than ivp<'at, in a dilfen-nt mannei*, a wr»nl thoy 
.sup|)os,‘ to he mispruiiouneed hy another. I nii'^ht 
not liase ohs,-i\od upon tlii> extraordinarv ao( ina<*y, 
had it not been to contrast it with an inaeeiMac\ of 
a \ors reiiiarkahlc kin*l- for thoui:h .so paiti<‘ular 
alMuit the '»ouml <if woid>, theN»* ladies (wineed a iiiar- 
\elliius disreiiard of their meanini**. At the l)rt*akfa.st 
Ial»le we liad tea r.rrrih'itffluifljj |m»!. jioiired <»nt of 
a hn'ilii loapot, and a<'f‘oinpaiiied h\ bread and Imtter 
ot iiiji/nh' oxeellrjieo. Jtj ojir walk' — when tho r/7e 
wt a'hordid not pre\ent walking — we^aw ll.o 
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sliips tliat over the wattM’s, the most e.rqtiisite 

c*o\vs tliat (‘vor ate <rrass : aii<l returning a<fomsed 
with cold, w(‘ not seldom found a. hearken! lin*. hy 
whidi Avo sat down enraptured, (jomrortahly Ix'wail- 
ing the criu‘l shortness of tlur days, and tlie eternal 
leiiijrth of th(‘ nights; ]»articidarly Avlien we Imd an 
<juai»tity <)f cht^stnids to roast, r)f whieli 
tlio ladies d(‘clared themselves to Ik‘ derotedh/ fond. 

My (!ars were not tlie oidy s<*nses dooimsl to he 
af/onised. to iis<‘ the la<lies’ own word, hy their 
incongruities. As there was no a])|)earanct‘ of ex- 
traordinary (vonomy in Mrs Ih's e.stahlishm(‘nt, and 
1 had no n^ason to su])j»ose a Avaiit of means, 1 could 
not hut he sur]n*is(‘d at the ordinary adjustm<‘nt < 
tin? y(uing ladies’ hahiliments. The (wenings I saw 
tliem in company, th(»y Avere iiideiMl exjMMisiA'cly 
dressed — hut, on all common oc(*asions, it Avas dilticult 
to say Avhether th(‘ s(*mpstr(‘ss or the washta'woman 
was most wanted : achhsl t<» which, their clothes, 
)>eing always too hig or too litth*. AV(‘re evidently 
ni.'nh‘ for soimlaKly dse ; the out<*r and the inner gar- 
ments could seldom agree to ket‘])tli(‘ same lummlary 
— the l)uttons Avould not hutton, and the ties Avould 
not tie — if other ]M'ople Avore things one AvaA, the 
Miss Ih's wore them in the oj>])ositi* — not, as 1 lound 
on impiiry. from aliected singularity, ))Ut h(‘cause 
tlu‘v did not ohserse hut Avhat other ])eo]>h‘ s wtTC 
the same. After keeping us Avaiting half an hour 
for their ynvsenceat the dinner tabh% they ma<le their 
a[>pearance in their morning dress, jiot at all the 
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cK-anrr for ;motlie*r day’s servita*, e\i*u.sin<i- tb«*niscl\ <vs 
that th(‘y had not liad tinic to <lr(*.sN, Ohscrx iiii; 

I'iiimia''^ lo<*ks oiio inorniiiir in all tln^ siinprn*ity 
of nalivo >lraiii’hTtu'NS I vontnriMl to ask if slu* had 
htM‘n hatliinu’. l‘»y noni(‘an> ; hut sho had Ihhmi lasid- 
ini:- >o lato tin* niuht I n‘fore. sin.* had not time to (‘iirl 
Ikt hair. 

Ono ihini;’ nni''t he a<*kn<»\\ h‘d‘'(‘<l — if the Mls>s 
Ik's n('\rr tlnniiiht it lUH'tsssarv to ploa.so in inannor, 
or <'on\ t‘rsatit)n. thoro was at least so nnit*h 
of rairin*sv 'm tlieii* dealiiiLi'. that tlies n<‘\('r fhoiinht 
it !)(‘<*t‘s>aiy to he pleasiMl tlienisoh es. I had hern 
in thr hahit of snp|M)>ini^: (hat civility laajuires ii'* to 
sroiii |)h‘a*'(‘<l with whaleNa*r i'^ don** t<* ph*as«* ns — 
ainl that ithont <lis''imnlati<*n ; for il’ the iliino ii.srlf 
!•> not ae('(*|tial»le. tl ■* niotix** of kindn*‘.ss that *rM‘tat«‘s 
ii "landd I*** so. N<*thln**' \ *)n eonhl "low them met 
th.'ir e.\|)**etali*in> — not him: n on eonl*l i:i\ e them was 
wljai rlM*\ \\ante*l — wherever y«)U wt‘nt with them, 
tla*y wi>lm<l thems*'lNex at horn**. If y*)n talk«**l t*> 
tli*‘m tlu‘\ sawiKsl — if \**ii jdayed to (hem, th<‘y 
ehatr*‘r**‘l —if you reatl to them, tln‘y went to sleep. 
"riM*y wer** sullieiently attenti\ **, at all times, t** (lM‘ir 
*)wn ace*mimo*lafion : soim* niiulit think tlM*y w**r(‘ 
totalis *»*'eupi**<l nilh tln-niM-lves, t(» tin* entire ex- 
*-lu^ioji of e\ei*y thim: eNe. It their e*mipani**iis 
would walk, tln‘y s\ <*re tir<*‘l — ifth*‘\ wouhl sit, th<*y 
t'’ai-***l to take cold — the irra^s was wet, an*l tlH‘v 
e«mhl n**t damp th**ir feet — (lie luishes had th**F‘n>, 
an*l the\ shouM tear tlu‘ir clothes — the stiles ssere 
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high, and tiny conhl not got over — lln‘ \v('n‘ 
stoop, and tluT <*(»iild not got nj),— all groat iiu'rm- 
voiTu'noos, as o\(‘rv body knows — ImT as tli<‘y woro 
strong and hoalthy, 1 Avas iiu*lint‘d tn Avisli thov 
would soin(‘tinK‘s w(‘t thoir re(‘t, r(*nd tlioir olofijos, 
an<l tak<‘ cold into tho bargain, rathoi' ^lian )»o always 
(M)nsulting tlu'ir Imdy’s W(‘ltar(‘, to tin* iinjMvIiiig oJ' 
ov(‘ry ImxIv's purpos<% and tho int(‘rrnpTion of ovorv 
body’s ])h‘a.Mir(‘. — Ihit T foar my r(‘adors will b(« tii od 
of my frii^mls — in truth, and so Avas 1 . 
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No. XVI. 

Tin: TWO IXAMTATIOXS. 


Notliiiiir cnti J«*ps ct»iitnhut»‘ fo vif^tJur of nr-tion tliaii prof riictrd, 
auAious fluctiiatiojih, inlcrniiii^ltMl with rchojiif i(tn.s (li-ci<lo<J .'in i rr- 
^oUftl; wliilr vet iiotliinp; c^lll^es ajjreatrr ( Xponsr of frrlm^'. 'J'lit* 
lo'art is iVcttiMl and (‘.\hjuisti‘d l»\ hoinff suhjortiMl to an alf»'in.it)oii of 
contrary rxcitcim'iits, uitli tlie iuortif\in;^ coiisi loU'.tu of iludr 
coiitri)>uting to uo end. 

Tost i;k. 


SoMK of liiy I iin(kT>tM7Ml. wtdxltT I cMiiirivo 

to lu'ar many in‘vcr liaj>|M*n to liavo 

lioanl tlit*msol\ f.s — nay, muih* so fur as to 

floubt if J roally tlo hoar all I toll. 1 wouhl a«lviso 
thoiii, that hoariiiir <h‘|K‘n(ls irrcatly uj»on lisloninir; 
fur many thint^s |»ass iimlor onr t*yt‘s that wr 'lu not 
soo, and uiidor our oars tliat wo do not hoar, for 
want of attontion and ohM-rvafitUi ; anci, what is far 
inoiv oxtraortliiiary, tln'M* v«*ry tliinirs that wo hoar 
not an<l soo not, art* tin* thinL''s wo an* oursoOvos didiur, 
or say in, L^ or thiiikinir. or foolinpr. If I oould ])ri‘vail 
on soiiio of my inorodidous frirnds to listt^n to thom- 
solvt‘s, to what is whisj>t*nMl in thoir hosoins, as woll 
a< to what fimls haidor uftoranoo, for ono whoh' Vuar, 
I .dioiild 1)0 muoh siirprisod, if, at tho ond of it, thoy 
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could uot t(‘ll ino very iiiarvolloiis stories; and 

soiiM*, perliaps. that, liad J told tliein, tlu'v niiolit not 
have talv(‘M to he truth, 'riii.s javainhle I. sliould not 
have made, a.^ havin^ little to do with the suhjeet 
of the ]>a|)er. had I not I>een a|)]>relH‘usiv(‘ that some 
of my readers will douht whether I (‘N(‘r lieard what 
J aijj to relate. 

The three* daughters of l^ady 1^. ha«l ree(‘iviMl 
somethin^;’ more than a fashionahle (‘dueation ; thou<»:h 
it must l)(‘ allowe‘<l, a fashionable eelueatioiv in the 
<la\s of (h‘ori!^e IV. is n(‘ariT to Ix^inir a ii'ood om*, 
tliau at any time we* know <»f in the* annals e)f the* 
weirlel. I eh) not me*an to s|)e‘ak partieadarly ed’ her 
Ladyship's (*haraet<‘r. he‘eaiise my eritieistns ])re‘sin.. * 
not te» re‘ae*h my elele*rs; exee*j)t so far as he‘r eharae- 
te*r may elis<*h)se itself hi the ee)neerns e)f Jie,*r fami- 
ly, anel the* e*onversatie)iis 1 was so fe)rtunate as to 
he‘ar. 1'he* enitward see*ming. anel e*ire-nmstane(*s of 
lier e-oiielitiem I may memtion, as he*inu- that with 
whieh the* worhl is, ehmhtless, well ae*e|nainte*d alreaeh, 
A wielow, while* he*r e'hilelre*n were yet hahie's, with 
me»i-e* rank than she* hael feirtnne to snppe)rt, this ex- 
ee*llejit mothe*r had snpj)lie*d, hy most assielnenis eare, 
ami many in‘>e*niems e*ontrivane*es, the detieie*ne*y e)f 
ine'ome*, as it mii>’ht have allee'toel her danghte‘rs' enlu- 
e*atie)n. AVithelrawn from a weirld that had le)st its 
attrae'tion fen* he*r, sine*e the* he.)M)m’s friemd was pnie 
whe) hael he*e‘n te) he*r all its zest ami inte.*rest, she 
had time te) fe>rm ami i*xee'nte her plans of eel neat iein, 
without interruption from other claims : and, whether 
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lior ])lans w(‘ro srood nr <»r botli, of w lik'h 1 uu‘;ni 
t(* tri\e in» opinion, tliv*y \vm* inatiiivly <*on.sul(‘iv(l, 
and \(*i‘y consistontly o\(‘(‘iited. Slu‘ know lior 
<lau£ilit(‘is w<*r(* to niovo in a i;ont(‘t‘l, possibly a!i 
olo\ati‘d station in lifo; and slio rosoUod to omit 
notliinu that oonhl pi*o]>aro tln'in for it, and lit tlioin 
to b<* ailmirod and bojovod. SIio kn«‘w tlioy won* to 
]>ass out of this sul>lnnary sp]i(‘r<‘ of aofion, into one? 
in which ncitln*!’ tlu* lovo nor th(‘ admii'ation thc‘y 
had ‘xainctl in ii would avail them any tliiin^ ; and 
she resolved to pr(‘pare them for this too. Tin* |»ro- 
porlionat(‘ tleirivM* .of importani'e she atta(‘iu‘d to 
thes(* s(‘parafe objects, or whether (‘itlier ]ia<l undue 
juejiomh-rance in her meas\ir(*s, remains a secret t«) 
me, and ma\ as wi*ll rtMuain so to th<‘ world ; since 
IIi‘ who jiidir(‘s f'-om principhvs rather than from 
a.ctions, u ho, whih' In‘ looks closely to the m(»tiv<‘s 
of a c(»nduct seeminuiy fair, Jud^t^s leniently of the 
mistakt‘s that supervem* uj»on tlH‘ best intentions, 
lias alone to do with this decishm. 

The Miss S.'s had ]K‘en lauirlit, as all otluM’ ladies 
are, todooNcj'y thiiii;’; and tiny ha<l been also tauiiht, 
as all other ladii's ai*#* n()r, to undci-stainl, reflect, 
ami jud!j^(‘. I nlikt* thi»e parents, who, by ftio much 
constraint, make their chihln*n passi\e machines up 
to a certain a,ir(‘, and tlien <*xpect thi*y shouhl know 
liow to mo>(‘ alone, I.ady S. ha<l rathei* guided than 
constraineil their minds— -she had accuslj>me<l them 
to deliberati!, to reason, and to chooso. W hether at 
their ai^e she did right to let them take tlnar choice 

\OL. I. N 
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wlicn she licrsolf thought it a wrong one, is not niy 
bnsirioss to (lottirniino — 1 Iiave only to disclose the 
fact that it was so. If, in relating what I oviirhear, 
1 should alter things to my own taste, my )-eaders 
WM)uld hav(*. cause to complain of my want of vera- 
city ; th(Tt.‘fon‘, whatever may be thought of this, I 
am not ri*s|>onsible ; and can only say, so runs my 
story. ^s«)thing had been omitted to give grace; and 
be*auty to the minds and persons of th(‘se young peo- 
j)le — they had f)een taught te> walk ami toelancc, and 
to lie down and to sit u]), ami to dress and to undress ; 
but not more assiduously had they bemi tutored in 
all these things on a Saturday, than tlu*y had been 
taught to read and pray on a Sunday. I do ot 
mean ostentatiously — ^lar from it; they had been 
aeamstomed to spend the Sabbath ]>roperiy ; they had 
learned all the cate?chisms that ever were ])ublishe‘d, 
and read all the ti*a(!ts that ever were writtiui ; and, 
bettm* than this, they had been made intimately ac- 
quainted with the sacred language of Scrijdure, and 
pains had been taken to main* them understand and 
feel their interest in it. And Inav, alas! soea})tious 
are our critics, 1 must again ]>ause to make excuse 
for my story. I am aware that some will say the 
dancing and dressing should ha\ e been omitted — 
and others will say the catechisms and tracts should 
have been omitted — ^tbr who. ever met with a lady 
that thought another lady's child had been proj)erly 
brought up ? I never did. But if any one says 
the statement is not consistent, 1 beg their j)ardon. 
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Evory <»no who know.s LadyS. kiiow.s it to hcM'xaotly 
i*orm*t ; and those wlio are not of her lindvslnjfs 
a.<Mjuaintane(‘, may find many among their fiiends, 
titled and untitled, who are pursuing veiy mueli the 
same j)lan. 

Lady S.’s syst(*m <*f e<liieation had, in one n‘sjH‘et, 
tlitfrivd from that of soim* fasliionahle motluTs, who 
think the hest ]»reparatioii for sneeei‘ding in the 
>\orld, is to ]»e kejit in total ignoraneo of it till a 
eertain ago : when the new eJaimant on its .smih‘s, 
who has had intereoiirsi* oidy with ht‘r g(»\erness, her 
waiting-maid, and jjossihly, hut not eertainlv. with 
her pai'ents, eonies iorih, jis at a signal, into the mi<l- 
<la\ (»f its splendours, its alluia‘nu‘nts, its joys, its 
ditruMilti(‘s. and its <-rim(*s, to understand them if sin* 
(ran, and abide th* :n if she may. What would he- 
<*(>1111* of th(‘ maziHl and dazzled vision, that had for 
eighteen y<'ar.s liei-n closed in imjn‘netrahle darkni'ss, 
as a preparation for ojx'iiing at once on tln^ full hlaze 
of a meridian sun? Lady S. Jiad accustomed luT 
girls to her own soci(‘ty and that of In*!* friends, and 
without exactly taking them into public, had ac<*us- 
toiiied tht*m to frc<pient and free communication with 
beings, among whom th(*y were to tind their futuri^ 
ha|)]>iness, and perform their futuie duties. How 
the three daughters ha[>peni‘d to come to maturity 
at the samt* time, is, I confess, a diiliculty. J do not 
say they were all of the same age ; yet tiny could not 
be very far apart. If I were more used to telling 
stories, 1 should not be puzzled b\ tlujse siiiall ditli- 
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cultios, porliaps. A good novol-writor can have tlio 
niooii at tli(' full many times in a month : and what 
might s(‘(;m (‘(jually diiHeult to a ])lain astronomer, 
ean make a full moon rise in the middli‘ of tin* niglit. 
AVhy, tluMi, may 1 make the three daiighttTS of 
Lady S. conw out at the same time ? It remains 
only to further understood, that J, listening, heard 
tlie sueeeeding eonv(‘rsation. 

“My girls,” said Ijady S. to Iut daught('rs, as 
they sat round the tea-tahle one Sunday evening, 
“you have reached the ag(j at Avhi<‘h 1 have always 
])ronnsed you an introdii<‘tion to th(‘ world, forwhieh 
you ha^'e heen so many y(‘ars pre]>aring yourselves. 
I liave giv(‘n you ev('ry advantage^ Ix^htting your 
rank, that may enahh^you to enjoy its pleasures ; and 
such ])rineiples as, I trust, may help you to avoid its 
dangers. T have ])r(‘pared you for tlu* world, Ixcause 
you musr sc journ in it a little time' ; you must act 
in it the ])art assigned to you ; soeic'ty will lay its 
claim to YOU ; and if I had nc'glcH'tc'd in your c*duea- 
tion any of its rcsjuinmients, the w’orld would have 
said, and you might sometime have said yourselves, 
that your mother had failed of her duty Towards you, 
and sullered her owmi sorrows to Might tlu' hudding 
of ytuir joys. Hut 1 have told you, too, that this 
world is not your ahiding-jdaee, nor its maxims your 
saft'st guide, ii(>r its jdeasures your h(*st eiijoyment. 
Tlie highcT im])ortance of eternal things, the greater 
claim of Him who made you, on your afleetions, tlie 
better liapj>iness his love prepares for you, are themes 
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you linvo not now to lioar of first. KnowliMls^o of 
eitliiT world, a> far as it can ho coiniminicati'd to 
yon hy anotluT, yon cannot want: tlu' time is oonio 
wln'ii YMii ail* to lake U]»on yourselves the character 
of women and of (diristiaiis on your own hehalf, and 
jiersonally to answer to (lod and man the claims tliat 
(Nich may have on you, for wliii'Ii hithiTto J have 
l)een in some measure your sjionsor. 1 neiul scarcely 
remind y‘ni that you have, a fortnitrht since, ai’ter tlii^ 
manner of our church, renewed in conlirmation your 
hajitismal vows — you (‘annot hi* for^^i'tlid what they 
wevi* : ;ind that you jiromised hy them, not only to 
helieve the* word of Uoih hut to ohiy it ; not only to 
de\ote yourselves to his service, hut to renounce 
every thinu* that may stand in o|»|K)sition to it, or 
interfere with it ; >Miether it he the sinful suei*estions 
of \ our own heart, j>rom|>ted hy the i*\il spirit to do 
his own djirk works, or the allurements of the world, 
whose ]»omp, and fashion, and too vehement desires, 
you plediied yourselves neither to follow' nor to he 
led hy. J trust you are ready to fullil your vows, 
and keep your faith with Heaven.’* 

“ I hope s<>, mamma.” said Kmma : it was a so- 

lemn MM’viei- ; and when I had e<)m‘ throu<»h it, I 
telr 1 hail pledLn*d mv'-elf to do I scarce know what, 
and ceiTainly hase hut little ]>ower to ]>erform, ex- 
cept av streiiuth trom aho\e is promised to the wish 
and the endea\our.” 

“ On the oth(‘r hand, the world you have j)romi>ed 
not to follow, awaits you and invites you : you have 
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Llossincrs to soek from it, and duti(‘s to porform in 
it — you (*an n(‘itlior do witliout tlu^ ono, nor are 
at liinTty to ovado tlio otlier : — those opjiobing du- 
ties ” 

“ But Avhy, dear mother,” said Maria, “ sliould they 
stand ()ppns(‘d ? Ood made th<‘ world, and ]»laeed 
us in it ; sur<‘ly, then, we may ]>artake of it witliout 
olleiiee to Tlim V J do not sec^ any fliflieiilties in 
dividing- our attention between our relinioiis duties, 
and the eonecTiis <»f lib*, ami eivinuf to ea(*h ” 

“ Its due ])ro])ortion, you would say,’* interrupt<*d 
Lady S., and, it is true, you must ; but not to each 
an equal shan* ; and as th(*y will too often clash, tli ve 
must b(‘ in (‘vi‘ry such instance a ])r(‘fer(‘nee to one 
above the oth<‘r — my children surely know to which 
the j)i*ef(‘renc(' is due.” 

“Of course, mamma,” said Fanny ; “ ev(*rv body 
knows that (Jod is to be pr<‘fern‘<l btd'ore the world, 
and we shall lu'ver think of <loinfj: otherwise. But 
I do loiiit to u;o out, and tastt* the* ileli.uhts of so- 
ciety ; it is so natural at our age to like jileasure, 
that it cannot jiossibly be wrong. AVhen one is older, 
it may lu* dilli'rent. When are wt‘ to begin to go 
out, mamma ? ” 

“ That is exa<*tly what I was jirejiaring to tell 
you — 1 have two invitations fur you this week.” 

“ Two in one w eek ! O, that is delightful I ” cried 
Fanny. 

“ .1 should have jireferrt'd that it hail luqipened 
otherwise ; for, as w e are cireumstanced, considei able 
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pr<*]>;iratKm ^vill In' iioeossarv for vfnir a|>|K‘ar;nH*(‘ in 
jniMic (HI sudi occasions, os|)(‘cial]y it the first 
tinH^” said Lady S. 

lint then, d(‘ar niainnia, it is the more fortunate, 
la'cause (»ne ]>reparation Avill do for both,” ans\vei(‘d 
Maria. 

‘‘Not cxai'tly so, I f(‘ar : it rather a])]M'ars to me 
tliat it will he ilesirahle to jnit (►trone or the other — 
Imt I intend t(> leave this to your choic(‘. You arc 
inxited to a hall (Hi IViday, at !Mrs Askall’s, Avhere 
all that is un).st distiniruislied in the country A\ill h(‘ 
ass(‘mhled to‘r(‘ther. Thouirh theri‘ will he hut few 
irirls there' \vh<»s<‘ rank is hii»h<‘r than yemr own, 
there will h<‘ none, |M‘rhaj»s, whose* fortune* is h'ss ; 
there'fon*, to m.'.^e* an a|»ju‘arance‘ e‘(jual t<> oth<*rs, 
yeiu must de‘|K‘ii<i on your own industry {ual contri- 
vance*.” 

“ () yes,” crie'd Fanny, “ we can make our own 
dn*ss(*s and all that — there will he* ]>lenty of time 
hi*fon* Friday — I should not mind sittini^ u|> all 
iiiirht if — I»ut what a pity w<* did rmt lM*uin h(‘fon* ! 
When did yem iret the invitations?’' 

“On Saturday — hut I had re'asons for not cemi- 
iijunieatiiiu: it till this eve'ninc:. OouM it he* avoid«*d, 
1 had rathe*?' not see your time* sosj»e!it ; hut you know 
1 cannot afl'oi'd t(» purchaser dr'e's.'CS for vou, such as 
you will like to a]»pear in, wh(*re all will he so 
aicl hrilliant.” 

“ (\*rtaiidy,” saiel Maria, “ I should like* te» h)e»k 
like other peo])le. 1 shall lie awake to-night thhik- 
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how wo call (*ontrivo tlu* drosses at the 

smallest cost. It will not sii^nity aliout tlie time 
tlu'v take* ; for once wo can ]>iit otV oiir other employ- 
ments jest fora siiiijle week. One, two, thrt'e, four, 
days, l)esid(‘s o;reat ])art of Friilay — for it will do 
if th(‘y an* <loiie l>\ the tinu* we want to dress; 
but ■’ 

“ ]»ut, mamma, you have forgotten the otluT in- 
vitation,” said Kmma. 

“ TIjo othtii*, my love, was r(‘(*(*ived this morniuG: ; 
YOU h(‘ard it as well as myself, and eannot. I am 
sure, hav(‘ forgotten it. Ton know that it is not 
usual for young persons in the Establish(*d ('’hiirfu 
to tak<* the Saeramont till they have Ihhmi eonfirmed ; 
but after that ec‘remony lias been attended to, I 
should ])e sorry that there were rejison longer to 
delay it, as 1 befawt* I have menti«>ned to you be- 
fore : and the invitation was given this morning to 
all that ar<‘ r(*ligiously and <levoutly disposed.” 

‘"AVell, ))ut, mamma, what has that to do with 
Mrs Askall’s ball said Fanny. 

‘‘!No mon*, my dear, than that I do not see how 
you ean atb'nd to both.” 

I (*annot see that at all — the vSaerami!nt is on 
Sunday, not t)n Fri<lay, and” 

“ Stay, my ehihl : reeolleet tin* nature of the in- 
vitation before \ou tleeide on this nuitter. 'I’hc 
feast you are invited to is at the tabh* of the Lord. 
Jt is a joyful feast, indet*d, for it is the eommemo- 
ration of his lo\e, and to us tin? sweet l>ledge and 
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forotasti* of otiM’iinl Miss : Imt it is also a scTious 
OIK', sottiiii: forth, in liv<‘ly fiiihloiiis, a talc t)f agony 
aiul death that inu>t ever fill our ey(‘s vvith tears, 
and tinge our cheeks Avith shame. It is Avith gooil 
reason, thenddre, that av(‘ are exhorted, «‘re we pre- 
sent ourselves at the feast, to eonsid(‘r tlie dignity 
of tlie eennnony, and examine deeply the state of 
our own hearts, that we may make such ap|K'aran(‘e 
therir a'i may iM'eome the f)eeasion. If yon think 
a whole week’s preparation seareely enough to do 
honour to tlie imitation of an earthly frieM<l, can 
Aou present yoursel\(*s l»ef<»re your heavenly hiuie- 
faetor, tin' Maker of heaven ami <'arth. without any 
prexioii" means bestowed, or time expended, to mak(‘ 
rea<l\ f<»i‘ his jn*' 'en<M* Tin* tirt^ss is dillerent, 
indeed. Jis is the occasion ; one is the outsi<h‘ triek- 
eiy. of iKt importance in it^df, for with it you are 
no other than Avithout it, attende<l to in (MUiformity 
to tin' (‘Durmanrr.^ of society, by custom only ren- 
dered suitable or unsuitable to the occasion. The 

other how shall 1 speak meetly of its importance? 

You '-aniiot, indeed, make yours<'lves tit to appear — 
no pains <»f yours can Aeil your un\\a>rthiness or less- 
en it ; nor any preparati<ui be, as some mistake it, 
a ticket of admittance that g'i\es you a right to 
come and <‘laim the beindit'^ of this holy feast. You 
eoiiie by in\itation fre«' ami unmerited; but there 
is a i-e<jui''ition jdain and positive from .Him who 
semK it, as to the manner of your Jippearing. ^J’he 
form of invitation used by our ehureh is the Ian- 
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giiago of Scrij>tnre, and tlioso who do not nso the 
same words, give* it the same m(‘aiiing. W e are 
})id<h‘ii to (‘xamim‘ not only tlie state of ourliearts, at 
the })r(‘sent moment, hut the reeords of our past lives; 
that wluaa* \v(* liave he(‘n wrong, wtj may eonfi‘ss the 
wrong, lament it deeply, and determine to amend it, 
as far as may he, for the future : and it is not i»nly the 
act, hut the thought, and word, and deed, W(‘ are to 
examine. Nay, then* may he something even to he 
don(‘ as well as determined — for we are expressly 
forhi<lden to approach with malice or envy in our 
h(*arts, or unlorgiven wrong rankling in our bosoms, 
or injury on our heads, for which we are inclin <1 
to mak(* no reparation. S<*rij>tiire is very ex])ress 
in this — for even when we arri\e at the altar, if we 
recollec^t any thing of wn>ng between us and our 
fellow-creatures, we are liidden to go away, and 
make no oilering till we are in better mind. The 
reason of all this is very ])lain. VV(‘ come to the 
f<‘ast as sinners', unwt>rthy to gather u|» a cruinh 
that falls from it, and seeking for our unworlliiness 
an um*onditional pardon. Ill woidd it become us to 
bring in our bosoms, envy, ami jealousy, and resent- 
ment ; the birth of |»ride, the workings of a mind 
that holds its(df at higher price tlnni others have 
had respect to. Ill, very ill, would it beseem us, to 
bring with us a reckouiiig of the unpaid dues avo 
are determiiu‘d on exacting from each other. We 
come to a bampiet of love — ^love immutable, immea- 
surable, such as heaven wonders at, and earth can 
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n(‘V(*r coni] H'l'l lend. Ill-dressed u^msts, indet'd, we 
must a|>|>eiir, if love be not the abMn l)!!!!^ feeiiuii of 
our souls, to the siisjieiision, :it least, of e\i‘]y otluM* 
seutiiiKMit. And then w(‘ eoino for a ]»ur])ose — we 
e<Mn(‘ for n'Uiission and a cure, as well as to inalo* ae- 
knowle<lninenl of dccju^st irratitinle to Him. throui**h 
whose (loath and ])assion W'(‘ ean aloiu* ree(‘iv(‘ them. 
How ean this he, if we have taken no aeeount h(*- 
foroliaud of our debts or their amount ; or if we 
liaxe known mithint^ of tln‘ syni|>t(nns (»f tln^ disease 
We eouie t(» h(‘ |•(‘|i^‘V(Ml of, nor ha\»‘ itiven ourselves 
the troidde to irnjuirc* li<»w far \v(* really n(*<‘d or 
desire any of tlu'M* things Our enj(»ym(‘nt at the 
f(‘ast \>ill he jirojiortioned to (»ur s(‘nse of tin* h(*nelit. 
— our s(‘nM‘ of the h(‘netit will he |>roj)ort IoihmI to 
our '‘ens(‘ of need — and our irratitmh‘ to lioth — tind 
what can we know’ of this without examination of 
our heart'' and TiNes? 3'his pri‘]>aration is called 
by our (4uirch the marria»r<‘ i^arment, and with 
reason, lor th(‘ rt:semblance holds: th(‘ uai'ment 
was not a eausi* of the imitation, nor an indue(‘- 
m«‘nt to receive the iiuest, nor to a title to sit down 
at amdher's table, nor a ]>ayment imuh* for tin* (‘ii- 
tertaiumeiit there- yet was it that, Avithout which, 
non(‘ (Muild h(‘ Avele(»me'] at a marriaLO*-feast. And 
now, my chihlren, you must <h*eide for yoiux'lves, 
Avlu‘ther y(»u can, Avithoul ]»r(‘])aration, accept this 
invitation f(»r the iirst time in your liv(‘s.” 

“1 think Avi‘ cannot,” replied I'anny ; “and as 
Ave shall certainly not liave time to think of it j>ro- 
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porly, it will l)o Letter to ]>iit it off; for tlioLall you 
know cannot lx* ])nt off, ainl Mrs Askall ^ives Imt 
one in the year — it is a ])roini.se that we should 
l>o there, and she is of so imn*h eonse^jiienee in tho 
neii»hhourliood, it would not do to offend her; be- 
sides, we shall have so iuii<*h jdc^asure; twery body 
will l»e there, and it will lx* such an odd reason to 
giv(‘ ! I'he Sacrament will be rejx‘atc‘d in a month 
or two, and then, jx‘rha]>s, we shall have nothing 
to ])revent our receiving it seriously, and as we 
oiigld.” 

“ You art* left to your own choict*, Fanny; but be 
mindful of your jwofession anti your vow. You arc 
prt'lerring what you estt^em jdeasurt* to what you 
knt»w t<) lx‘ a duty — }ou are setting tin* opinions of 
men Ixffort* the exf>ress commantl of (bxl — you are 
offering to your Jjcavenly Father an exciist* that will 
not be accej)ted by an earthly friend. T fear that 
prefenxice you Avert* so sure jiisl now Avould incline 
tt) the I'ight sith', has alr(*atly fallen on the wrong. 
lUit what says my Maria?’' 

J am thinking A ery seriously what is t(»bedone,” 
answert'tl JNlaria ; “ I should be very sony tt) ne- 
glect tilt* Sacrament, which 1 unticijiatetl Avith tlesire, 
besid(*s the sense t>f duty. But, in(h*etl, mamma, I 
dt» not see why it cannot lx* managt‘d. Wt* shall bo 
busy, to be surt*, till Friday — but whih* our fingers 
are em]>loyetl for one purptise, t)ur thoughts may be 
u])t>n the t)ther: and then, you knt>w, tlu'n* will be 
a day on Saturday that Ave can tpiite gi^ e our minds 
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TO sori<uis tlion'»']it. T slioiilJ not lila* to up 

oitlnT. if \ oil loaM* it to niy olioico.” 

‘•Von may try it, Maria — f<»r I holiovo you siiifi- 
ciontly (nmixmimiT ions, whon tlH‘ Suiulay <*om(»s, to 
tri\c up Nour purpo^o, if you fni<l your miml unlit. 
And, I'amna ' 

I (‘aiiiiot 1*0 to tho ball, mannua — it is not |)os- 
sil.lo.” 

*• And uliy not, Kinma?” 

“ nocau-(‘, \vliil(‘ \ou ^v<•ro «^poakinu: to nio, my 
mind t»>ok a lia^ty lilanoi' upon it^olf; and I saw 
williin it so miioli to think of, so min*h to ri'lloot 
upon ; and I Iblt so much noo<l of tlio niodirino, ami 
so louii' a drl)t ti> 1’t‘rkon up, and so ijrt'at a dosiro to 
rt*i*oiv(* (lio ojll‘i'<‘d p]c<liro of my lb‘d«*omor s Iono ; 
and, aff«'r >i\toon N<‘ars of kindnoNS and favour 
lavi^liod (111 nn*, to mako my lii’st juiMit* arknow- 
li*dL''mont at hi'' tahlo — 1 oannot, inaiiima, d<» any 
thinir tliaf will provont this invitation, or unlit mo 
from ai'roptlmr it. ’ 

•‘ V 4 >u havryourchoir(%m\ <*hildn‘n,” answon**] Lady 
S., •‘ witli lilicrty to cliaiiiro it, if you orca>ion." 

Wo left <»ur s(ovy on tho Sumlay ovonint;- : I 
would poi-Nuado ’iiystlf it is not thon* wo should 
n^suim* it. I wouM rallM*r ladiovo, ami so 1 nni sur(‘ 
wouhl my r<‘a«lors, that I wa" mistakon, wlmn, aft(‘r 
a sermon ha«I lu‘»*n rea<L ami family jirayers had 
boon otli're*!. and tin' ladies had witlnlrawn to their 
chambers, I heard throiurli the walls that parted us, 
certai.n words which mi^ht bo ouiistrued into a com- 
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inoTicomcTit of the* \ve(‘k’s piv])aration — such, for in- 
stance, as ])lon(], and clicnilli*, and and l)il>in^ 

— all very innocent thinijfs in thcinscl\(‘.s ; and if iny 
inKii^ination coniM*(*tc<l them with any thinu: not quite 
appropriate to the time and circiiiiistance, my read- 
ers will say the fault is mine ; that 1 have no ri<*ht 
to suppose, still less to relate, any thinsr moiar than 
1 did re*ally hi‘ar. 1 would not, on any aironnt, be 
thouij^ht censorious; therefore, 1 will leave it as a 
thiiiij: <>f course, that while tin? evenin'*- sermon was 
read, the invitati<ms came not into the minds of the 
yoini'i^ ladies, and that Avhile prayt'is were ollered, 
no thoui^ht of <lre.ss(‘s occurred : and that befor(*the;, 
went to sle(‘|> tiny did not sj>eak, and aftt‘r they 
went to sh*e]) th(*y did not dream, of any thing con- 
nect(*d with the sulf|ect. Jn which veiy probable 
cas(‘, tin* Miss S.’s stand ac<juitt(‘d of having com- 
nieiicetl their pri'parations before Monday morning. 
1 am (juite certain tiny rose that morning at day- 
break : and as gi'tting uj) early, whether to do any 
thing or nothing, is an established pioof of indus- 
try and activity, I beg 1 may not be understood to 
object to that circumstance. 

As my curiosity had been considerably exi*itt*d by 
the conM*rsation of the evening, .1 felt some regret 
that I couhl hear nothing during these early hours, 
but tilt; opening and shutting of drawers, the over- 
turning of bandboxes, and certain otlior indistinct 
sounds to which 1 could not attach any meaning. 
The breakiast-table relieved my mind of this regret. 
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^Inniina/* said Fannv, tho nionuMit slu' apprar- 
(m1. liav(‘ 1h*(‘ii so l)usy tryinu: on all tin* i;’o>vns 

liavo, to liiul pat torn will tit us l>ost ; and 

tlioii Avo <‘ould not dotorinino upon tlu* oolour — wo 
l»avo 1)0011 tryinof all oolours to soo which hot'onu's 
us, and, 1 think, I look host in him*, and Maria is 
]>ositiv(‘ she h)oks ht‘.st in pink, and so w<‘ almost 
fpiarrolh‘d about it ; for you know w(* must lx* dross- 
od alike. At last, when W(* found it was impossihJt* 
to ai>:n*o, aiul Wi* wore only wastinir tiim*, wo <lotor- 
iniiH'd to n*f(*i* it to you, to cliooso for us.” 

This at h*ast provi*tl a wisi* moasun*, and h(*foro 
tlu* whole* hour of hr(*akfast had <‘la|)seMl, tin* eh'cision 
Avas made* — as tlu* yemnjr laelios we‘re‘ eh*<*ide‘elly ami- 
ahlo, e)f course the* ■ «elyof the* re*je*e‘te‘el colour she) A\ e‘e.l 
lie) si^ns of vt*xatioii. And imw the* ple»t thie*ke*ntMl 
fast — fell* the* me‘re*e*r <*amo, and his halo e)f jrooels 
came*, and (lie yarelwand came — anel the*re* Avas im^a- 
surini^ of hre*aelths, aiul im*asuriiig eef Icnirths, anel 
many very intricate? calculatieeii.s ht'sieh's, te> make* tho 
least ])ossihlo quantity eh) tlu* gre.*a(e*.s( jeee^sihle* s(*r- 
vico. Tn the? issue*, it appe*are*el te> me* that the* mate.*- 
rials se*le*e*te?el Avore* simph.*, tasteful, aiul \e*ry little 
expensive. 

It we»uld he (jiiito supe*rfluous to eh.*se*riho tho 
Avholo ])roe*e*ss of elre.'s.sinaking — e;ve‘i-y laely whe> has 
made* he.*r entree into the gay AAeu'lel, Avithout a hmg 
pui’M* at her ceuniuand, knoAvs Avhat c*nsue*s ujiem 
Avaiiting a hall-elre*ss in a hurry, and can ])ie*ture to 
hoisolf the state of the a])artmeiit, during the first 
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stage of tlio proceeding — the various articles of ap- 
pand consigned to the hacks of cliairs — th(» ]>iano 
convicted into a in(‘asiinng-hoard — the attendance of 
all the females in the house, exr*ept the cook, with 
tliimhles on their middle ling<*r — the trying on, and 
cutting <uit, and htting in. It was imp<>ssihle not to 
admire tlie skill and ingenuity of the young ladit‘S. 
I should hav(‘ felt much inter<‘st in the scene, and 
made many a wise reflection on the heauty of domes- 
tic. uscfjilness, and feminine industry ; and, for any 
thing 1 know, might have written an e.ssay on the 
advantages of ladies being early taught to helj) 
tliemselv(‘s in these indis[>ensahles of life, could 1 
have forgotten as early' as they had doiu*, the con- 
versation of the jireceding evening : but lest it should 
ever seem that 1 neglect to commend what is in it, self 
comim*ndabIe, 1 beg mv friends to nanember tliat I 
was marking the progress of this 'week, with refer- 
ence to its destine<l termination, and with the two 
INVITATIONS i‘V(‘r Oil my mind. 

Diavsses, as ISli.ss Maria had pre\iously obser^'od, 
are made with hands — but excepting the housemaid, 
who did, or meant to do, only what she wa.s biilderi, 
and always had that to undo, because, as she said, 
she w'as thinking of soim^thing c*lse, more probably 
because she was not thinking at . all, the thoughts ami 
tongues of the industrious groiij) were fully (Miiployed 
during this first day^ And much 1 heard of the com- 
parative merits of full fronts and plain fronts, and 
high backs and low backs, and circles and s(]uares. 
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and Vandykes and scollops, and straip:lituays, and 
crossways, and lonirways. It came once in my head 
t(> Avonder if‘, in the days of (irecian t‘h*‘>:anc(‘ and 
classic taste, thi're w<‘re m» many waifs <»f makiiiijf a 
inovn. Time, with its usual malevoleiicis s]»ed the 
(jiiiekiT for the need (here was of it — night came, 
and tlu‘ ladies stole soim‘ hour (»r t wo upon its wintry 
ItMigih, and rose hut the earlii^r to renew tlu'ir 
hilMKirs; and like to the first day was the st‘<‘ond, 

“ I am \ery glad," said Maria, as they sat some- 
thing* more (piit'tly at tla^ work-tal>le on the exening* 
of T uesday — “ I am \»‘ry glad the hustle of elioosing 
and ]»laniiing our thvsses is o\«-r: iiou, though 
we mu^t work hard to g<‘t the trimming’ dom‘, we 
hav<' nothing mo** to contrive, and therel’oi-e nei^d 
n<»t talk or think alMMit our work ; I really shall 
hr glad to gi\e m\ mind to hriter thoughts. 

•* I do nut km)Nv what \ou can di>, Maria," replird 
Fanny; “hut I never can atti-n<l to two things at 
on<*(‘. Any very serious suhji'et would he so totally 
out of harmony with my present thoughts and dt*- 
sires, Avhieh are all engros>e<l with the ean* (»f mv 
persniial appearanee, ami the antieljiation of plea- 
sur(‘, it w'ouhJ seem alnn)'*t a profanation to intriMluei^ 
any su<*h. Solom<*n says. tluTe is a tiim* for all 
things — ]»ut he doe', not say ^yr can «lo all things at 
tin* same tiim* — therefore, till this w'e<‘k is oxer, I 
can gixe my mind to nothing hut this hall." 

*■ If xve xvere demur xvrong," n‘plieel Mai ia, “ I 
should think with nou; hut we are empho (‘d as pro- 
YOL. 1. O 
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prioty and (•inniiTistanoos require, ;nid eortainly in a 
V(»rv innoe<*nt nmipatioii. TJie last two days it lias 
been indeed impossible to attend to any tiling elsi? : 
but to-morrow I shall try to eonipl(‘t(‘ niy task with- 
out so nnieh talking and thinking about it — and 
j>erhaps I eaii get Kiimia to read to me.'* 

Kmiiia had tirmly held her jnirpose ; Tmt let it not 
bt* suj)])osed that she had witlulrfnvii hersi‘lt* to a 
eloistei*, or a hermit's eell, or e\t‘n to her own eham- 
lK*r, during all this time. Sineerity is seldom osten- 
tatious, ami hrmness is sc^ldom boastliil. ihiima 
seeirieil to be going on wdth her oj'dinary o<feuj>a- 
tions ; she gave her opinion sinqily wIk'U askisl it, 
and (^heerliilly ofler(‘d oeestsional assistance* to lier 
sisters; but her mind was evidently othei’wise en- 
gag(*d ; she shared not the interest of the scene. 
It erannot be elenii'd that she Uas less gay than they, 
and felt a freijuent wish that slu* could share their 
jileasurabh* excitement, without the sacrifice of what 
sh(* <*steeim»d her <luty. 

“It is surely absurd in you/* said Fanny to her, 
011(1 day, “ to give up this ball, on ])ur])ose to make 
yours(*lf singular. It will have a very odd ajqiear- 
ance in the eyes of the world. I cannot think it 
right in one so young to make smdi a juiblie disjday 
of ridigion, by acting diirereiitly from the rt*st of her 
family. Singularity always wears the appearance of 
pi'idc* : to say nothing of the pleasure you needlessly 
throw away.** 

“ It cannot be iiiakiug any display at all,” an- 
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swoml Emma; “for, as T am yoimi^cvst, it Avill 
naturally Ik* .sii|)|)<)S(*(l 1 <1<» not yot go out; and in 
ros|nK*t to singularity, mamma gave us our st'parate 
(*hoiee, and, 1 tliiidv, was l>y no m(*ans dissatisfied 
with mine. Then for the ]>leasiire, dear Tanny, J 
eonfd'ss I should like if, if f t?ould share it : hnt 
nev(*r in my life eould I find pleasure* in any thing 
while m\ heart was lieavy. and my eonsei(*ne(* ill at 
eaM*. If I felt as you dt>, J would go; hut fe(‘ling 
as I do, I sliould Ik* miserahh* vvh(“n I got then*. 
^ may Ik* right in your ih‘termiiiatinii, jmrsuing 
innoeeiitly a natural and unforhid(h‘n ph*asuri*. while 
1 am hut indulging a iH*edh*s.s seruple. I do not 
pret(*nd to deeidi* \ipon that point, or to he wiseT 
than you. liul <>. this I am eertain — if wrong in 
my ju<lii‘nu*nf, I am right in my eonduet. I <*annot 
h(‘ duiiig' wr<mn' in foregoing a ]>h'asjn‘e that s(‘4*ma 
to me to intt‘rf(‘re with my re*ligious duties, and un- 
fit me for the saeretl <K‘n*mony in whieh I desire to 
jiartieipatc*. If my matun*r judgment shouhl dise<»- 
ver it to have heen a needless sae-ritieK*, the memory 
of it will at lea'll not lie heavy on my hosom. wlieii 
it will prohjihly liave weight enough without it. 1 
may soiiu*times smile at it as a ehildish w(*akness, 
hut I shall neve*r hav<- to hlush at it a> a sin. The 
veriest thol that follows .the Avill of (iod, as far as 
!iis weakn(*ss (am diM-over it, will gather the reward 
of wixlom : while tin* wiser one, w ho pnrsin;s liis 
ow n. will reajt Imt the meed of folly.'' 

^laiia had hitherto said very little npim the suh- 
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joet, y(*t tlioro was an air tliat sooniod to say, T am 
wis(‘r than citlior of yon. Tin* tomptatioii of ijivinj^ 
w^onls to lior wisdom now t>ecamc‘ too ^roat to ]>o 
witlistood. “ Nol)ody,” sho said, “ can think it ri.i^ht 
to ]M]rsii(‘ th(‘ir own Avill in o]>])osition to tho will (»f 
(iod ; hut it is tho ]>art f>f discrotion and jU’ood sonso 
to distinn'iiish l)(‘tw(H‘n a rii^lit ]»rin(*i|)lc and a ntssl- 
Icss siniriilarily. Wo liav(‘ Imhmi vory roligiously 
lironirlit n]i, and aocnstoined to attond to all our 
duti(‘s : I thon'fon^ do not s(m‘ why W(' should ho so 
vory ill-]>r(‘|)ar(‘d for ro<*(‘ivinir tho SaoranuMit, ovon 
if wo liav(‘ n(»t timo to think of it j>artioidarly this 
wook ; hut, for my ])art, I shall find timo. Thoro 
is no harm in <lanoinir, and thor(‘ is no harm in 
drossing, an<l thoro is no harm in mixinir with other 
pooplo for a fow hours’ rooroation : if wo mak(‘ a sin 
of what in its(*lf is not so, tin* fault must )k^ our own, 
I can ho just as rolii^ious in a hall-room as in my 
own ohamluT, if T jdoaso. (hxl has nowhoro hidden 
us to witlulraw from tho onlinarv oo<*u|)ations of lifo, 
.and Ixromo nuns and hermits, that wo may ho more 
m(*ot to s(*rve him. Wo shouhl rather h‘ai*n to resist 
tom]»tation in the W(»rld, than fly from it. T do not 
moan to suppose th<>so Avho act thus consoiontiously 
are ahsolutoly wroni^; hut it is to ho ro£rr(‘tt(xl that 
good ]K‘o]»lo have not lu'ttor judgment, hut must ho 
running into oxtromos. 1 should not exactly say 
that Emma does wrong; hut T think it would ho 
more proof of stuise to do as other pooide do, at least 
till she is older.” 
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Eiiiuia, “1 lia<l ratluT act 
tliaii talk about it ; aiul J Avould ratli(‘i* ]uv)vc luy 
want of M‘nsi‘ l)y actini>' auaiiist tlio oj>inions of the 
world, than iny want of j>niicij»l(5 by a(*tini»’ auainst 
my own (*ojiM‘i(‘nc(‘4 1 am not Him? onouoh to like' 

to arjj^nc : lull I am sure' eiioiiach to know what to 
do. Thi*i*(‘ in a world, that, in my ba|»tiMn, I liave' 
promised neitlu'r t<> follow nor bo h‘<I by. Now, [ 
d(» not kmnv what that can bo, iinloss it bo the 
doin,n- what otluTs <lo, when in my oonseMoiioo I fool 
and belio\c I should do othorwisok” 

*• Well. A\(?ll, * saiil Maria, “ I elo not wish to por- 
suade you. If wo all do what we* think rinht. We? 
shall all do we‘11, lavause* neethini; more* is j*eejuire‘el 
of Us. If 1 thou jit as you elo, I wouhl ae*t as you 
ilo ; fnr I am as much eh‘le*nniuod as yourse‘lf to pi 
to the* Sae-rainent on Sumlay : anel 1 dai'e* say, wlu'ii 
Sunday conu's, I, whe) have be*on iniiooently onjosin^ 
myself, shall be* just as lit as you, whe) have* e*e>n- 
de*mne*d yourse'lf to a we*e*k e)f thoui;hlfulne*ss ami 
si*lf-eh*iiial. Wo shall se*o. — Will you re'ael to me* 
some*thin<?: se*rious, while* 1 work the silNe*r into this 
bit <»r aauze*? It eloe*.s not ne.*oel any thought, ami I 
am epiite* at liberty to liste'ii.” 

‘‘ That I will eln with ])h*asure‘/* saiel Kmma ; ami 
the i*on\ e*rsation was for that time* .supe*rse*de*<l by the* 
re*aeliiiu- ef Ilawe.'s’s Ee*mmunieant’s (’om|)aniori. .1 
oannot be* \ e*ry exact in the ohronoloL^y, but I think 
this e-e)nver>atie)n pass(*d semic time* in the* We*elne‘s- 
day ejve.?niiig. Moan while the ])roparation aelvanered 
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rjipidly. Fanny’s s])irirs r as tlio <lay 

uj)|»i*oa(*Iit‘(l — all Iht walk lM*cainc* daiuto, and all Ikt 
s])ecH*li laH'aim* soiii*;, so liirlit s<*(Miiod lnT heart and 
so ufay. It a|»|M‘anMl to me that Maria's was not so. 
SJie fn‘(|nently k(‘|)t silenee wliih* Kinina rc'ad. and 
seemed to listen attentively; Imt it had rath(‘r the 
a|>|K‘aranee of d<‘])ressiiii; than of soothinn' Iht s|>irits. 
She ii:r(‘w [)etfish, found fault with ht‘r threa<l, broke 
her m*edh% wislusl she eouhl atford to huy htM- dresses, 
eon)])lain(‘d of the misery of IxMiiiif horn without for- 
tune, said the rihhons did not match, and the '• 
did not tit. One moment Fanny's hi^h sjjirits tV- 
tip:u(‘d her — it was ({uite silly in lu‘r to he s(> (‘late'* 
uhout a foolish hall; Hu'next lU'/iaent Kmma’s u^looiu;. 
silene<‘ d(‘|)r(‘ssed her — why did she s|M»iI (‘very hodys 
])l(^asnrei^ tlu'ie was no amus(‘im‘nt in g'(»in^;‘ and 
leaviuii* her at home. 

“ 'ro-iiKHTow nieht at this tiiiH‘!** eried Fanny, 
as she daneed ,<i‘aily round th(‘ ro<nn. "• I wond(*r 
whom I shall dance with first. 1 wtai’t danei* at all 
unh‘s.s 1 ^et a ,£»*ood partiiiT — it makes one look so 
foolish. 1 should like to know how tli(^ ^NFiss Dashotis 
will he drt'ssed — tlu'V an* such pert silly twirls ; it 
would h(' provokiiii^ to aj)jK*ar in Avorsi* style than 
they do.” 

“ O, as to that,” answered !Maria, “ 1 am not 
at all anxious. 1 should he very sorry to he j(‘alous 
of any hody. T am sure I do not p) to the hall to 
show mys(‘lf, hut mer(*ly for the j>h‘asure of dam*ini^. 
Indeed I shall he quitt* glad when it is OM‘r, that 1 
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may r(‘turn to Tnor(‘ rational ]nirsuits. Ono must do 
as otlurr jK‘ 0 |»lo do, luit ns-dly it is n irroat sarritico of 
tiiiio. 1 would uiurli ratlicT stay at lioiuo.'' 

‘‘ Tli(‘U why, d(‘ai* Maria, do you md stay at lunut'? 
T am <(uito suiv mamma woid<l ho <*oiit(‘nt to ]i(‘ar 
Midi a (h'tormiuatioii, and would not pross your ^•oiiii' 
<‘Von now. ” said Kmma. 

“ Or ratluT," oxdaimod Fanny, why do you try 
to sit on two stools at onoo, to tin* manifost dani»or 
-»< iroiiur to the L'^round hot worn thorn M'hoth(‘r 
it will ho iiKUo rational to iro or to stay at homo, 1 
roaliy has(‘ not tiim* to oonsidor : hut I am sure it 
must h(‘ riirht to do on<* or tlio oihoj*; and you do 
n<>f soi*m in tho humour for <*ithor. I think it is<juit(‘ 
ui<*liod to he ro.nojii^ and talkinir of sa<T(‘d thinjj^s, 
as you and Fanma ha\o ho(‘n iloini^ all this day, in 
tlio midst ot' sui’h <»ooupations. It has sor\od m) 
purpose* hut to put you out of humour with yours(‘lf, 
and make \on ilisairn‘oahh* to (*vorv hody. It would 
ho mm*h hotti*!' to oi\o yoursi‘lf up to ploasui’o this 
wook, ami ]mt oil* those* Mihj(*ots till a mon* ]irop(‘r 
soason. Thon/s a rimo for all thinirs. (^^mo, lot 
nio jiist j»ut tiu'se* \\n*ajh'* round your hair, to soo 
whioh looks host. O. how swootly ! — 1 wish to- 
morrow was e-omo.” 

Mai ia roso. and wonT to tho irlass. Wt‘ll, hut, 
Fanny, 1 cannot wear this: It does not hoconu^ im?. 

I wish you would lot mo’’ 

Well, hut, Maria, that (hM*s m>t sicruity, as you 
do not t2;o ro show yoursolf. you know : ami ’ 
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I am sorry, tliat having forgotten to ohsorvc tlio 
tiinepieee, I eaimot infm-m my nwlers how long it 
took the ladies to settle the dilierenee of opinion re- 
s])e(*ting these* same* ornamemts — hut I dare say the? 
v(^nd(*r knows how long he* stood in the cold hall, 
waiting the r<*storation of his goods. 

Tin* date of the tirst invitation ha<l now arrived. 
WIhmi tlie elrtvssing hi^gan, 1 am at some loss to 
<h‘(M‘de — I might allege arguments to prove it eom- 
ment*(‘d over night — or prohal>ly then* might lu? a 
sort of n'hearsal — it is iinpossihh* t<i know exactly 
what one only hears through a wall* ft does no*' 
signify, for certainly the ladies wori* not dress(*d in 
the morning. The time came, liow(‘ver, tliat they 
wei*e dressed, and, as 1 believed, extremely well ; 
ami if tlu* Hush of pleasure on the ehet*k, and the 
sparkling of expectation in tlie (*yc‘, be jiroofs of 
haj)piness, I never looked u])on a ha])]>it'r pair. 

‘‘Does my Emma repent her choit*e?’' said Lady 
S. to the youngest girl, as she sat in her ])lain morn- 
ing dress before the fire, between her gay and haj>|)y 
sisters; one hand <lrooj»ing, the half-closed book u]>- 
on her kn(*e, the other hand pressi‘d upon her lips, 
in the attitiuh? of one who is not (piite so hajipy as 
slu* meant to be. 

“ 1 am not sure, mamma, whether I do or not — I 
shall be glad when you come back."' 

Well, never miml, dear,” said the good-natured 
Pannv, “you will be wiser another time. I wish 
the carriage w ould come. The Miss Dashotls, will 
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go III tln*Ir own (*;irri;i«»(‘, of foiirso —I suppose nliiiost 
every one will lni\e their own earriairt* hut oiirM‘lv(‘s. 
Thai is not ])aTti(*ularly ])leasiint, I nnisf eonh-ss- 
hiit it will he <lark, and perhaps no one Mill oh.servt* 
what we eoin(‘ in,” 

“ And it does not sii^nify if tlu'y do.” replied 
Maria; “• 1 should lie ashamed to ftM*! :m\ of that 
sort of ])ride. AV(‘ are of higher hirth than they are, 
thoniih m»t so ri<*h/^ 

‘‘Ami, pras. doar Alaria/^ sairl Lady S., “Mliat 
may he the ditrerema* hetwefMi the jn*i<le that i" rnor- 
titied at heintr ]»oorer, ami tin* ]>ridi‘ that is gralilied 
at lM‘in^ L‘’reater than olln^rsV’^ 

** I'ride is a sin, I knoM,” answered Maria, hoM - 
ever <‘\eited, an<; hy whatever h'd— and vet it does 
not e\a<‘tly seem t<» me tin* samt‘ thinn’. If I should 
hhish at h(‘inii‘ seen in a Inu’k earriaii'e, where other 
ilirls are in their own, it must he an eim»tion of 
inortitied pridt*, and therefon* is sinful emotion — 
wher(‘as, il’ 1 should feel pleasure in hearing- you 
announee<l as My Lady, while their inotlu'i’s are in- 
tnulueed as plain ^listre.'N, it w<uild ht* ” 

‘‘An (‘motion (»f eratifit'd pride; and, theiofon', 
as sinful as tin* oiIk*!*, heeauso the olls]»rinL:- of the 
S(*lf-same passicm.” 

“ r>ut, mamma, it *rs imj»ossihh‘ to ke(*j» (»tl' all 
sueh thouirlits from our minds, M'h(‘n we eomi* in 
competition M'iiii otlu'i* people, on occasions in Mhi<*h 
every (»ne is valued aeeordiiig to their extorior ad- 
van taites,” 
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“And it is, tluit siu*li ocu'jxsions arc nn- 

favoiirablr to tliat .siil»jn»ratioii of sinful passion whhdi 
is tlu! C^lii-istiaii’s aini. Tint T hear the earriaite.” 

A look of thoui»‘ht fill ness jaissed over Maria’s hrow, 
as if sho r(‘eolh‘eted s(mu‘thiniL»' — hiit the desired mo- 
ment had arrived, and thev all st(‘j»]K‘d into the hired 
earriau'o. I thought Fanny l(»ok(‘d at it with more 
than rommon ohsia-vaneis hut this miuht lu‘ faney. 

J now find mys(‘lf under v(‘i-y eonsiderahh' diffi- 
(Miltv. JM<»s( storv-t<‘llers know what j>ass<‘s in their 
ahseiu'e. and ean nhihs without (‘itluM* seeinit or hear- 
in^r, even to the most sisTet thoui>:hts and feeling's (.^ 
th(‘ir eharaeters ; 1 am jirohihitisl from telling any 
thing hut what I hear. What is to ]>e done? The 
earriage ilrove oft* — and 1 remained at home — how, 
then, eouhl 1 Insir what followed? 

Tlu* hired earriage had <lri\en olf, the large hall 
door had heen closed hy the housemaid, for the foot- 
man of course was gone — tlu* same im‘h*ganf substi- 
tute hrought u|) two solitary-looking ti‘a-cu|>s, in 
com]>any with the undress (ea-]M>t, and a kettle of 
water, that, in the universal huhhuh, had neglec*ted 
to hoil itsi*lf; and in silent thoughtfulness. Miss 
Emma and myself sat -down to what is commonly 
called an unctmifortahle tea. What slu* was thinking 
of I cannot determine — my thoughts had gone to 
Mrs Askall's hy a nearer road, and saw the car- 
riage stop at the door ; after much contention of 
wheels, ho]'s(*s, and coachmen, whose sense of ])ro- 
prietorship made them dispute precedence with the 
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lia(*k. T saw tlio ladies asmul tlio stairs into the 
lariro imcarpeti'd ro(»in, ol* wliieli tlic j>r(‘st‘nt <'(>ldiiess 
Avas only nia(I<* t(»kTal>k‘ by aiitieipatifni of futiirt* 
warmrli. I saw- wliat tln*y who are janiilia.r with 
it ii(*ed not to he told; and Ihtw who ar‘‘ not, will 
not |)er<‘eive the merit of my description. 

kh'an tim<‘ the t<‘a hour had pass(‘d, ami w»* pr(‘- 
par<‘d to amuse ourselves; I took my draw inn', and 
i'hnma jn'ojiosed to rc‘a<l to me. The hook pr<»\ed 
int(‘r(‘sliim', and i»*av4‘ rise to mm*h animat<‘d eonviT- 
.sati<m, in which the carriaut's, and tln'ii* 4‘ontents, 
and the hall-i*oom iniowhi4‘h tliey had Ihm'Ii 4'nij»ti<*d, 
were alike for^’otteii. Kmma y rew i»a \ and play fid, 
th<‘ honr> passed <jui«dvly. and when s1m‘ took h‘a\<* 
of iiH‘ foi- tin* niu'i then* wa> upon Imm* cnnntcnama* 
a h»ok of* such serein* <*njoyiiM‘nt^ as hi'spakc a spirit 
satistli‘d, and a mind at p4‘ac<‘. 

1 had a task to jierform, ami thi'refoia* sat. ont 
tin* linucrinji- Inmrs of ni^ht, till, far upon tin* a<l- 
vanci* of Jinn-niiiir, the re>4‘Ilers returm*4l. d’ln* first 
(pu'.stioii, of course, was respt'ctini*' tin; ]ih“a.sintn(‘ss 
of tin* fet4* : t<» w hich ex'-lamations of <h*liiiht w<*re 
tin* (piiek ri‘S])onseI mon* tln*n* was not m*4*d to ask ; 
all were in too much hurrx to give tin* answ(*rs, to 
])ay any n'gard to the questions. As tln*y all talked 
at <»nc<‘, it would h<* impossible to repeat the 4*<ui- 
versation ; hut on most p<nnts of discussion I p(‘r> 
ceived c<»nsi<lera.hl(; <liiren*iice of opinion. .Maria, 
who liad by far tin* most attrai-tiM* ]M*rson, thought 
the gentlemen extremely jmlite and attentive — 
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Fjuiiiy (loiiounml tlioni all as boars and boobios. 
Fanny ^v^>ndol•(Hl tlio Miss DasliolKs sbonltl bo so 
luiKih adinirod, wlion they woro dooidodly ]»lain — 
Maria was satisfied that they wen‘ net admired, but 
eoiirted only beeause tlu*y AV(‘rt‘ riob. Maria tbouglit 
it (jiiite impertinent in the Miss Somebodies to be 
more* ])lainly drt‘sse<l tban otluM's, wbeii they were 
known to bi‘ rieb — Fanny tbougbt it CM|iially imj>er- 
tinent in tlie Miss Xobodi(‘s to be blotter dressed tban 
otbiM’s, avImmi they w(Tt‘ known to lu* |)oor. Fannv^ 
e.ompiained of tbe rudeness of some one in attemj)t- 
ing to stand al)ove ber in tbe dancfc — Maria, con- 
plained that some one else bad eom]>]ained of ber 
iaiden(‘ss in attem])tin<^ to stand above tbem, and 
both were resolved to retaliate anotbei- time. Fanny 
was V(*xe(l beeause sIk* did not dan(‘(‘ with tbe per- 
sons sbe Avisbed to dance w'itb — and Maria was 
vt'X(‘d, beeause, Avben sbt‘ bad danced with tbe j>er- 
sons sbe wished to dance with, they tbou,<^bt ju'oper 
to dance with somebody else that sbe desired they 
should not dance Avitb. 

On tbe wlnde, as far as by listeninu^ 1 coubl learn, 
t‘very body bad done soim*tbing tiny bad bettiM- not 
have done, or Avorn soiuetbino: tiny Avould have been 
better Avitboiit, or said soim*tbin£t not (piito within 
tbe pab^ of good-breiHliiiij: and good-sense. But 
these Avere specks upon tbe eAcnings brightness — 
tbe gratific^ations Avere extpiisite, and the pleasures 
out of number. Fanny lU'ver Avas so bapjy in her 
life, as Avhen Mr C, left Miss OasliolF to sit with 
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liOT* ; tlioiitrli-. Init to tonsi* Miss D., slio woiil<l ratluT 
liavo 1 h‘oii rid of liiin. Maria was ('ncliaiitod t«) li(‘ar 
La<ly AV, say tho Miss S.'s were tlie lu'st drrssfd 
crirls ill the room, an<l wonder wlnnn they t'lnployod. 
]>ot]i ladies wen* di‘li<»:ht(‘<l tli(‘y had ehos(‘n to wear 
]>ink, wlien th<‘y saw' the vulgar JNIiss I’homnsons 
w(‘re in l*lne. In short, tiirn* would fail to loll out 
th(* list of ]>h‘asiires; and (leelariiiLT th(*y ne\ (‘r wi‘re 
so happy or so tire<l in tlK‘ir Ji^es, to whieh last 
assertion their jiallid <‘he<‘ks and rayl(‘ss eyes siifli- 
ei(*ntly sid»s<‘ril»ed. the y<mng la<li<‘s retired to their 
ro(»m. I listeiu'd, for now tin* d(‘(‘jK‘r s(*erets of the 
feti* wa*re to 1)0 disclosed — it was here that, re- 
straint thrown otf. the <M»m]»Iinients w’i*re all repcat(*d, 
th(* excit(‘d j)assl ns all e\pos(‘d, tin* jealoini(‘s and 
mortith'ations eonfess<‘d, the triumphs aete»l o\<>r 
again, and the satin* n^peated with n‘donl»h‘d zrst ; 
l)«it far 1»(* it from me tv) betray the truths <list‘losed, 
ami the seen*ts laid open, in tlu* careless eonfMlenee 
of jirivate (•onv<‘rse ami sisterly trust. If any nm; of 
my readers lias been a ])artn(*r in any eon\ cisation 
carried on under similar eircumstances, .she has but 
to n.call it, to be perfeetly in the s(*<-ret of this. 

The breakfast stood long in patient order on the 
table tin* ensuing morning. Tlu* sun was mid-way 
in liis sluirt w'intry course before the sluml»<‘rers 
aw'ak(‘m*d, or, I should rather say, arose — for wake 
they surely did not. l‘h<*se young p<*ople had not 
yet been long enough practised in the hard ser\ iec* 
of dis.si])ation, to feel no morning conse(pi<*m*e (>f 
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the night’s oxortioii ; and thev came forth at length 
hxdvs as well as w(mls of weariness, languor, 
and t‘\ha.ustioii ; ex])erii*ii(*ing, though they prohahly 
iH‘itliei* uMd(‘rst.oo<1 tin* feeling, nor made tin" retlee- 
tion, that, as tluTe are more ways than one t)f being 
intoxicatisl, so there are others besides the wiiie- 
driidvi'r who arc doonuMl to ex])eri(‘m*e all the 
misery of g(‘tting sober. During the remainder of 
tlu‘ morning, of which the remaiinhT was not much, 
they doze<l upon tlie chair, or lounged upon the 
sofa, tli(‘ disciisshm of the Jiight being 0(*casionally 
renewed ; but neither the pleasures, nor the j>ains, 
nor the flattery, nor the neghxds, wx*n‘ so fully ap- 
])reciated as tliey had heeii — <listane(* and the mists 
of lassitude had something lessened tht* distinctness 
of these reeeding objects. After dinner, Fanny gave 
lierself up freely to the weariness she f(‘lt — Maria 
lve])t up an inellectual struggle to read a hook that 
seeiiKsl txjually determined not to be read, if 1 might 
judge from the ju*o[H'iisity it slu)wed to eh>se itself 
in her Imnds. WhetluT thinking, dreaming, or read- 
ing, liowever, the mind s oeeii])atioii was one and 
the same, as was clearly provixl by the 0 (*e{isional 
remarks that came from the lips of each, evincing 
that the intermediate aberrations of the mind had 
extend(‘d no farther tlian from eoaehes to complexions, 
from bracelets to quadrille times. 

In the evening Lady S, recpiested some conver- 
sation with lier daugliters respecting their intentions 
for the morrow' ; obseiwing that as, in eoiiforniity 
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witli lu'r docOariMl on the Sahhatli, 

s1h‘ IukI iK^ithei* s])oken to tlieiii on the snhjt‘<*t, nor 
interfered with their wishes during the Aveek, so it 
now he(*{nne neeessarv to n'liew the (jiiestion ; t]M‘ 
secoinl in\itati<»n \et ^‘inaininuf to )m* attended to, 
ainl the hour l)ein,ir near at liand : she <lesired to 
kiK'w wliieli of lier dauirhtei's inteiidt'd to ai*<*om])any 
her to the altar on the followinpf niorninj^. 

The young“ jx'ople liad too niueh rii»ht feelinu: to 
make any attempt to a\erl the suhjeet, or show un- 
A\ illinuness towards it: hut there was sometliiuL*- in 
t}M‘ir looks and manner tliat plainly said tin* suhjeet 
Avas ilhtimed — that would have* asked, if it inii»ht 
he, a more eonv(‘nient season. lUit this eould not 
he — Lady S. Avas patiiMitly looking' towards Fanny, 
as the eldest, for reply. Fanny juhhisl h(‘r (‘Vc's, 
and .‘tretehed her limhs, and seemed to he lookinit 
about for the senst's that AA’ere not immediately forth- 
eomin;:’ : at leny’th she said — 

“ I have neA’er ha<l hut one int<‘ntion, mamma ; it 
is that T deelared at first, and I have seen little cause 
to chani^e it. J kn(*w that what(*ver oceupies my 
mimJ stroniily, engi'osses it fully. I knew \ery \m‘ 1I, 
that hesid(*s heiiiL*- so mueh occupied with the actual 
emf>loyments of tin* week, my spirits Avould he too 
mueh elatetl for any thin^ like serious ietle«*tion — 
in short, that the thinir Avould he too much in my 
head to admit of irravaT matters : and I km‘W e<pially 
Avell, that Avhen the hall Avas over, 1 slundd lx* tinxl 
and asleep as J am iioaa' ; and that the same images 
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would riMuain on niy inini’inntion, tliongli mu'ding 
now, a..s (liov wcro hcloro udvaiu'iiig. And, if 1 tliouglit 
this at first, T am now but tlio more convinrod uf it 
— I liavt* not had a tliought of any tl)iMgl>iit jdoasure 
tlK‘ wliolo wi‘(‘k ; cxc'ept to fo(‘l iinpatiiMit at Maria’s 
iiitorru|»tiou of our o«*(*u]»atioiis with subjects, that, 
at anutlicr tim(‘, I should Iiavo likod as avoII as hcT- 
solf. And now that all is (wor, ihojv iuu‘ds no rx~ 
aniinatiou to to.aoli im^ that I am not }nv|)arod for 
rocoiving tlio Saoramont. 1 liavo not folt a fis'ling, 
nor tliought a thought, nor .sjM>kon a word to-day, 
but tlioso of vanity, rivalshi]), ainl folly. 1 am not 
so insonsiblo of tlio saiTcdiuvss of hoavtaily things, as 
to intrude mys(‘lf on a rite so holy in su<‘h a dress as 
this : and besides that T do nut feel rt‘ady, I lia\ e no 
inclination to it — it is not in unison with my ])resent 
feeling — 1 am not in the humour — 1 m‘ver can pre- 
suuuj to oiler to (Jod heartless and unwilling service. 
l>ut you know, mamma, T never m(‘ant to go to the 
Sacrament to-im>rrow. I shall wait another oppor- 
tunity.” 

“ Do you knoAv that you shall have om?, Fanny?” 

Yes — that is — no, mamma, I do not exactly 
know’ it. Hut/ T may fairly presume so — 1 have no 
reason to think otherwise — in tdl probability — I am 
young and w'(?ll.” 

‘‘ I will not make trite remarks ii])on the uncer- 
tainty of life, and the decejdivemvss of Iiealth, Fanny ; 
AA’(* all know it, and wt* none of us believt* it ; and 
when any one dies before they ex})eet — and wdio, 
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Avitli some fow oxcoptioiis, <1(k*s not dio ludniv (lu*y 
1‘Xpoct ? — tliorc is as imirh surpriso as if* it Iiad iiovt'r 
liappoiifd lK‘f*<)iv. But, uiy cliiUl, allowiiiir it ]H‘o- 
baMo, would you stake your eteiJial Avclfaiv on a 
])robabilitv ? ” 

“ Nay, but, mannna, you liavo always tancflit in(‘ 
tliat my sal^ati(.m dons not, cannot dt‘]K‘nd u])on an 
outward ci‘rcmony : niy takintt tin* Sacrani(*nt can 
no more make me lit to die, than Tiiy not taking it 
can exclude me from tbe realms of bliss/' 

“ That is true, my love — ami you are ]U*ither the 
more m»r the less juvpared to <lie, for having par- 
tak(‘n of the Lord's Supp<‘r. It is not, as soim‘ sup- 
])os(‘, tin* make-weight of our insufficient m(*rit, nor 
the sponge that wij>es out the rec(H‘(] of o»ir sins. 
But what then is it / If not the }>re]>aration for th(» 
feasts of heaNon, it is the emblem, the earm‘st, the 
lK‘ginning of them ; you come to tli(‘ on(‘ tf) jwofess 
yourself aji asj»irant to the other ; tin* same claim 
that is ]»leaded here, must be ])h*adt*d theri‘ ; the same 
emblem of the marriage garment has In'cn us(‘d for 
both, and the thing which it |>ictures is in both the 
same. If you are not fitt<‘d for the one, you are not 
fitted for the other — if you have put it out of your 
]M)wer eonsci(;ntiously to present yoursi'lf at th(‘ 
L(»rd’s table u})on earth; could you exi>eet admittance 
to his i»resence above? — if this his invitati<m be ic- 
fnsed, how could you receive the iiiessengiT that 
sluiuld bid you to bis marriage feast in hea^el^? — 

‘ I I way tlioe liave me excused ; I have be(‘ii engaged 
VOL. I. 
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11 ) otli^T inaft{‘i*s.’ Tlx* pic;) lias s(TV(vI you now ; 
vou .‘iiv t‘x<‘ustsl : YOU fi*of (o ('lioost* whi'tlxu* 

you wouLl iiccopt Ills orarious ; you l)a\e 

(*!iosou, aixl it scouis that all is \v<*ll. You havi* do- 
lil)(‘r:it(‘lv uutittod youi*solf for scM'ious thought, and, 
by y^mr own conlbssiou, iiiado voup.st‘lf at onoo in- 
ca])al)lo and indis|»os(‘d to tho c'oiunuMiioi'ation of his 
lo\o, and the ])ai'ti(‘ii>ation of hi> l)h‘ssiu<j:s : and, in 
this sf:it(* of oonsoious untitnoss, you iiicaii to go to 
rust lo-night ; and you will lio down to m 1(H‘]> in poaoo 
and confidoiuM*, as if nothing were tht‘ inattiT. Hut, 
iny ehild, there is a ftxxst in heaven ]>i*e])ared for thcui 
that love Him — what if the inesstMigiT In* sped 
to-night t(> say that all is ready, and your hour of 
admission or rejeetion is at hand — ^that the deeisivo 
nioiiKMit is arrived for you, whieh must determine 
your d<K)m through all eternity I ‘ 1 have been en- 
gagi'd in other matters’ — will the plea servi* you 
then ? Yes, then, as now, you wdll lu‘ (‘xeused, in- 
dei*d — but tlu‘ door will be elos(*d and made fast for 
ever, and she Avho was not ready must remain with- 
out. Is it not so, Fanny 

“ Umloubtedly, mamma, it is; and I should hold 
myself unfit indiHHl t(» ilie to-night : I can sear(*ely 
su|>j)ose myself [irepariMl to appixir lK‘fore the throne 
of Ood in heaxen, when 1 eannot venture to pre- 
sent myself at his table upon earth.” 

‘‘ Then did I say amiss, Fanny, when I said, you 
were w illing to stake your i‘ternal welfart^ on a pro- 
bability — a probability, as far as you can see, or 
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know, or c.Tleulato ? With GoJ tlioro arc no ]>roha- 
hilitifs, hooauso tlu'ro aro no iincortaintii's : hnt in 
liuniaii lan£j:na«:o, and in earthly seeiniiiix, you say it 
is not ]»roha1»le you shall die to-ni^ht ; and with this 
you ean (‘ontiMit yoiirst‘lf — ^Jind on this you van ^o 
ha]>])ily to rcjst — and Avith this you will Avaki? eheer- 
fully io-niorrow, and the next day and the* next you 
will r(‘Mialn tlu‘ same perhaps — dt‘ferring“, ]»ost]>oning, 
puttincf aside the invitations, the eonnnands of Ifiin 
to Avhom you ha\(‘ j»rotessed to d(‘vote yoursi‘h(‘s, 
tor the sak(‘ of those* thiiuts yon promiseel in your 
hajdism to r<‘noum‘e. Wh(‘ther you p;o to the Sa- 
crament to-morrow or not, is, indeuMl, of no <*(»ns(*- 
epu*nei‘ to your salvation. It is not heeause* you d<» 
not re(*eiv<‘ it, thai you are unpn*pared to die* — it is 
i)eeatise you are* un])re])ar(Ml to reu'i^ive it, unlit to 
re<*<'ive it, indisposed to r<‘e<‘ive it. (^)nsider se- 
riously how long it is wise to remain so, in a state 
of being where* thei yeuinge*st anel the stremgest is as 
the^ brie'f herbage* e)f the* tielel, that grows U]» to-elay, 
anel to-morroAV is out down and withered. — Aiitl what 
eh>e*s Maria inteiiel ?” 

jMaria lie*sitate‘el — heT tone of eoiifiele.*n(*e‘ was some*- 
thing lowered, and he*]' Avisdoni Kse(nne‘d not ejiiiti* so 
e*age*r to express irse^lf as it liad he(‘n : yet still she 
ke‘pt her puqjost*, aiiel saie] she* saw no rease)n for 
eleelining tf> ae'eompany Lady S, to the Saeranient 
on tlie* juorretw, if she herself saw' none. 

What I se*e is a small matter, dear Maria — hut 
do you feel none ? 
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Maria atrain lK*sitatt‘<l an<l staiuiiuwl, luit still 
said, No.’’ 

Lady S. sot^niod -iirpriscd. and lor a nioiiMMit <411- 
l>arrass(*d, a> il' not kiiowinir liow to r(‘|)ly to an 
an‘'W(T sIh* liad not <*x']MM‘t<*<l : sin* th(‘n said, “ Have 
you examined your own Inxart, Maria, after tlie 
nianiuT enjoined you, t«> set* if tlu‘re be reason or 
not?” 

I cannot ]»retend,” ans\v<‘red Maria, “ that I 
hav<‘ made atiy spoeial examinatioi\, or any jjartieu- 
lar ])re|»aration for tins holy ceremony — I meant it, 
but I havt* not had time: 1 xvas not aware tint I 
should be too mucli elatt*d y<*sterday, and to(» much 
<*xljausted to-day, to ajn»ly my mind to any thiiii^ ; 
but. aftt'r all, thert* is stunethintr V(‘ry ] Pharisaical in 
the id(‘a of prt‘pariiur oursi‘lv(‘s, as if the formality 
<pf a week’s pn'paration, as it is called, a ft‘W prayers 
and a litth* readimr, couhl be of any value in tin* 
sii^ht (»f (Jod, 01* by any m(‘ans rt*comm(‘nd us to his 
favour. AVt* ouirlit always to 1 h‘ j>repari‘d ; and 

thcr(‘fore J conclutle T am so without” 

You hav(* come to tlx* conclusion by a short 
roatl, Maria ; but our church, which (nily echoes the 
lani»ua,iri‘ of Scripture, has v(*ntur('d to make a doubt 
of this, and sends neitlrei* invitation, nor [»ermissi<ui, 
nor a welcome to any oiu* who, without examina- 
tion, takc^ this for irranted. Tbit, since you are so 
Oontideut of your lovn state, I must su]>po>e you 
have some irrounds for beiiiir so. To use the lan- 
guage of our catechism (imt because I would rest 
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oil tlu* ninliority of* in:m, I kii«>w iiono 

Im'IOt or iiMU’C' simply srnjituraL) 1 would ask you 
wliutlior you do truly n'poiit you ol’ycmr lorimM* 

sins ;* ” 

- Ofcoursu I do/’ 

“■ l»ut liavu you impiinMl ol* yoursc^lT wliat tlioy 
aiv?" 

Not ]>artirulaily. 1 know 1 must liavc sinnod 
I’nMjUontly. and of conrso am sorry to liavo dom* so.’* 
‘‘ 'I’o lie sorry is to foi^l pain — 1«> ri'pont is to l)o 
LrrioNod. aslnumMl. distrosstMl. (’an you liavo f»‘lt 
tliis Mitliout knowintr for wliat? And anotlirr part 
of r(‘]M'ntan<T is, that \ou dott^rmino to load a m‘W 
lifo. Havi' you !i..idi‘ any suoh dotormination V'* 

I do not know, mamma, in what I amtoamond.*' 
**And 1 m»w can you know, my (‘hild, if \ou havo 
not in(juir»*d ? .And if you can pcn*civo nothinu: in 
which you can amend, iiow can y«)U ri'pcnt of any 
thin<^‘* It is suillviciifly ]»lain tliat these arc hut 
umpty w’oi’ds to you, A\*t these thiuir^ you will pro- 
fess wluMi you a]>])roach tie* table I The next rc«jui- 
sition is that you ha\c a lixely faith in (iod’s mercy 
through (’hrist, with a thankful rememliranee of his 
(h-ath. A lively faith, to take no more than thu 
(Mumnon meaniuLt of tin*, word, mu^'t hi* an arti\e, 
animated, eouscieus thintr, somethiriLr that txives siuns 
of life. It <*anm*t he a vairue belief laid up in th«‘ 
hosdui so elos(‘ly, that «*\eii to yourself it make" no 
diflerom'e of sensati(»n whether it he there or n<it. 
A thankful rememhrane** i*f C’hrist’s death eanm»t, in 
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roiiiinon sonso, Ik* a total foi*ir<*i full loss of it. Now, 
my doar itirJ, east bark your tliouabts upon tlio 
transactions of tlu* last wc<*k, u[> to tins vciy liour, 
and say, lia\(‘ yon believed, have you renu ‘in bored, 
liave you lK*(‘n i^rati'ful ” 

“Mamma, I am sun* T believe* those thinc^s to be 
true, for it never eaim* into my mind to doubt them. 
I hope* I am irrate*ful. as 1 suivly must be, for sue*h 
gre*at m(*n*ie*s : ami as to reme*mb(‘nni:-, my minel, as 
I ee>nfe‘ss(*<l be'fore*, has be‘e‘n too full of othe*!* matters 
to think niiu'h uj>on the subject this we*e*k ; but I 
suppose* ” 

“ .My de'ar Maria, yeni spesik tus if you eliil not 
know the me*aninit eif vvemls. Vem suj>])oso you have 
a liTateful re‘mombrane*e of tilings of which you iK*ve*r 
think — ye>ii are sure yeni be*lieve‘ what it ne‘N(*r e*amo 
int<» your he*ad to elembt, anel, of eemrse*, not to (*x- 
ainine. Anel those things you so oortainly b(‘liove\ 
anel are* se> e'ortainly grateful for, are nothing h.*ss 
than tlie e*tornal inte*rosts of your immortal s]>irit, the 
me*rcy that has ]>ardone*d, the* saoi’itie'e that has re*- 
do(*iiU‘d, the love that has sutlerenl for you : anel 
othe*r matters e^an sei e»ngross yeiur mind as to ox- 
oliido the theiught of them entirely. Anel what 
matte*rs? The vainest anel dm])tie*st juu’siiits e»f a 
vain and empty weirld — the me*rest trifles eif a life 
whose most impewtant eemeerns are* themselves but 
trifle's, in e*omparison with these things so easily 
displaeed. This, Maria, is neither te» be*lieve, nor 
remember, nor be grateful. It is to forget at once 
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tlio iiKTcics of (Jod. and vour own ihhmI of tln'in ; to 
[Hit Him most nniri*atc‘fiilly out of mind, and \irtii- 
ally to di>lK'ru‘Vo tlic oonst*<jiicn(*<‘s of doiiiir st). And 
tli<‘n tin* romaininir olausc, ‘And Ik* in olunity with 
all mon,' J (‘X]»laiiu‘d to yon last Sunday A\liat tliis 
moans. Is tlioVi* no amrov in your lioai’t for otliors* 
wi’onir - no prido sookinir t<» Ln*atify its(‘lf at otliors' 
(.•xpons(‘- — noi* on\ y of <uio who has tho ach aiitaii(‘, 
nor oontiHiipt fta* om* whom you surjKis' — no ri\al> 
ship, oont<‘iition, nor ill-iiaturo ? Aro lo\o and oliarily 
tho foolintrs of your hoart towards all : and aro tlu'v 
tho f(‘(‘linms wni havo ond(‘a\our(‘<I t(» do>or\(' of all? 
Ilavo \ou ho(*n as <*ar<*ful to avoid (‘voiy thino that 
miLi'ht oxoito unh *y passi<in> in tho lut^om <if otlurs 
towards you. as in your own towards tlu'in !' llaNo 
you tri(‘d to f'xriti* onvy. joalousy, and prido, or to 
pr<‘\ont it ? M\oito(L was it pain tu* ploa^uro to 
y(m (o s(*o others so sullor and so sin? I'.xamino 
y(»ur fi-olinirs for tho last few days, nay, y<»ur \\or<ls 
<»»dy durinir tho last t\M‘nt\-foi!r houi’s, hy tin* hoau- 
tifu! <los(‘ri])tion i>f (‘harity in tho l‘hh of Corintlii- 
aii'i. ami say. if it ho true tljat you an* in Io\o ami 
charity with all iiion." 

“ By such an int**r{H*(‘iation I cortainK am mi( ; 
hut 1 wish no harm to any one,'* 

“ It is (iod's int(‘r])n‘tation. not mine; and it ap- 
]»cars that of all y(*u take for grant(‘d, nothin^:- is tl^(^ 
faet.’' 

•* You advise tue, then, not to go to the Saoia- 
ment to-morrow ? ” 
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Tliat T would still loavo to yoursolf. I wcjuld 
not lead you suporstitioiisly to su])|)ose, that, by 
in this state to the Saoranient, you jdaoe yourself in 
a worse (loiulitioii than you are in if you stay away. 
For whether when bidden you refuse to (Mime, or 
whether eoming you la^fuse to wear tlie dress aj»- 
piinted for the <jfU(\sts, the act of disob(‘dit*nee is 
jiretty inueh the same. Hut, as the case apja'acs, 
with you at this time, I would ratln^r se(^ you, s(‘lf- 
eonviet.(‘d and asliaiiuMl, retiring’ from tht‘ tabh* as an 
unm(‘(‘t guest, than, in bold S(‘lf-eonfideiu'e, coming 
forward to ottm* to God the little nminant of youi 
li(‘art that th<* world has not (mgrossed, tin* ndust; 
of tiiii(‘ and sjiirits you have b(‘en able to snatch 
from tlie (‘xhaustion of ])leasurt', prob^ssing things 
you do not m(*an, and asking blessings you cannot 
ill conscien<*(‘ expect to iwt*ive. He to whom it was 
said, • FriiMid, liow' (‘amost thou in hitln'r ? ' had no 
b('tt(*r portion in th(‘ft*ast than they w ho s(*nt exensi,*s. 
1 need scarcely ask my Emma’s d(‘t(.M*ini nation.” 

Indeisl, mamma,” answered Emma, ‘‘ you have 
lunch n(*e(l to ask, or ratlnu* to tell me: for I am 
nin(*h in doubt. I have given a large portion of time 
this week to the examination of my own heart, and 
1 find little in it that »*ncourag(\s me to go. 1 have 
b(*en listening attimfively to all you have said to my 
sisters, and have heard much that condemns me also 
to abseiK'e from this holy ceremony. With all my 
endeavours to kei^p in mind my Saviour's meivies, I 
am perpetually forgetting tlnmi; with all the warmth 
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of irratltudo J at somo faiiov that T A'rl, 1 am 
olteiHir disabl'd i out, cold, nogloctful ; and thouj^h 1 
sliould say I b(‘Ii(‘vo in (lirist, wli(‘n it apjjoars how 
little* t*onsistont with that belief my ai'tions ar(‘, it 
makes me doubtful if I <lo so or not. If sorrow for 
sin b(‘ repentance, I have repcMited ; Imt if, as you 
say, ameiKlment be a part, I am not sun* ; ft)r, jmm*- 
haj»s, I shall not amend ; and with resp(‘et to the 
state* of my )»assioiis, as it reirards my fe*llow-cn‘a- 
tnres, all I have* learned by the close* e*xaminat ie»n e)f 
eve*ry >>orel anel fe*elini^ is. that my he-art is bill e>f 
se‘ltishne‘ss anel insiibeerelinatiem. I am e*e‘rtainly as 
little* weu’tliy tee intrude* myself as my siste'rs.” 

•* ^In elear Ei: la, it was imt to the* ^Neerthy the 
.imitation was se*nt, but to the* sineM*re* anel e*ontnte‘. 
Vem are* rii^ht wlie'ii you say yeeu are* nee me»re* worthy 
than your sisteTs to appe*ar; but there* is this elitl’er- 
onee*, — W’lie'ii two thiniifs we*re* lie‘hl emt te> you, yeeu 
o-ave* the* ]»re*fereiie*e* te» the* imitation e>f your Le>rel ; 
when ye>u saw what eeceiipatieuis we*re* likedy te> inte*r- 
tere* Avith yeuir eh*\e)tieins, vem jmt thi*m asiele*; whe*n 
you )M*re*eiA e*el of what uidialle)we‘el jeassioiis yeuii* mlml 
was suse-eptibh.*, you aAe>ieh*d the^ oe*easions of e*\e*it- 
inu;- th»*m : so far \ou ]>rove*d an hone'si de*sire* to 
partake worthily of the* bi-nelits e.f tins Imly ee»m- 
muniten. The* re/.^ult eef all yeeur e*xamination, anel 
all yeuir jere-paratiem, is, that you liml ye)urse*lf al)se>- 
lut‘*ly umveu tliy as to the* |»asl, anel absolute*ly lie*lple*ss 
as t«* the* 1‘utnre. Simli the* re*sult shouhl 1m*, ami 
sue'h it must be*. Hut has this elise*ove*rv nwele* aou 
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feel l(is.s (lisposod or less desirous logo to tin* Saerje 
iiient ? ” 

“On the eontrarv. nniinina, it niakc's iiu* mure 
so; for the (h‘(^])er grows the eonseiuusm‘ss uf mv 
ill-deserts, the more preeioiis heeomes every (‘mhl<‘m 
of rede<'ming m(‘rev. the more w(‘lenme every record 
and rememhranee of Jesus' love. If 1 before thought 
it desirable fur im* to be a ]>artaker of the body and 
blood of (dirist, and of t]H‘ luMiehts r(‘e(‘ived l)y them, 
I now know it tu be necessary ; fur 1 cannot do 
without it. Ill-dr(‘ssed, iiiiclotlied, unfitted as T am, 
I shouhl like to go and try if th(‘ Mastcu* of tlu^ feast 
will a<lmit me, and helj) me to ]>rovid(‘ mys<‘lf a 
better garmimt ; for 1 believe tliat none* but He can 
weave it.'* 

“ Then, my dearest Eiuma^ though 1 do not tell 
you you are betr(*r than your sisters, or that your 
conduct this week is sufheient to ju'uve flu‘ r(‘alityof 
your faith, or tlu' sincerity of your j)rufi*ssions — for 
that is known only to Him who reads tlu‘ heart — I 
do not hesitate to advise you to do as you desire*; in 
humble (‘oniidence*, that He who has invited you to 
his feast, will graciously receive you, and enable you 
to be what he reejuires.'’ 

The Sabbath morning elaWned with imu-e than 
usual brightness. The three* sisters we‘nt te>gvther 
te> tlu*ir parish e*hure*h ; fane*y might sny the ste‘j> e>f 
one was lighte*r than the re*st : certain it is, that one 
only accepted the Invitation. 
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Ko. XVII. 

LENT. 

ij'cst rn'ii, f|iK‘ 1(‘ j<‘un<- <!<•" prr<*.svirrc,s i|ni jnturrisK-nt Ir 

rorjis, si o!i lu* jouiu' ;iussi df lout vv <jm* srrt iralijumt .'i I’iinKiiir 
jno])rt'. 


Tmc <\V(‘ tliat lia ]<m<r lH*cn «‘u*t‘UM<»nir(l to look 
tile s<*<'iic <Mroim<l us, lias hocoiup t'ainiliar with its 
uiiiiut(‘st |H*(*u)iaii(i(‘s, n‘<*oncih*»l tn il^ ilrlnnuitios, 
and sattMl with its <.*hariiis, (*an form hut a \i*r\ im- 
jKTfocl hU*a ot' tluM'lfoi-r <»f that saim* sroiu* on one 
who has noNor looked on it hoforo. It is tlius in 
ovory tliiii” — wo los«* tho £><*noral otlort, in too closo 
intinia<*y \Nith tin* ininuto particulars. ^J’h(‘ painter 
feels this, when lui Iwis >at hour hy Inmr ovrr tlje 
lahoiirod canvass, retouchini^ (‘very feature, nieasur- 
intr ev(‘ry line', till the elfect as a wlioh‘ is so entir<‘ly 
lost to liini, lie is ohhp'd to remove it for a time 
out of his sitrliT, or have recourse to the judpiient 
of another. The po(‘t feels it, wlien, haviiujr selected 
wor<l hy word the materials of his composition, and 
fitted tliem to the imsisiire of Ids \ers(’, lie kiu»us 
that to Ids car they haniiunise, to his ]>en*eptionfi 
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tli(\v oxpross the idea and e\'eit(* tlu* fecOiiiG* lie 
intends ; ]>iit can very inadequately jnd.G’e of tlie iiii- 
pr(\ssion tliey 'vvill make on the mind f>f a read<‘r 
who, for th(‘ first time, eonn's to their |u»riisal. 

And sneh is the difiieiilty T oft(‘ii feel, when I av* 
about to listen for others to what 1 can or.ly hear for 
mys(*lf; (‘speeially Avhen it passes over my mind, that 
I am listonintr f<»r those to whom nothin, <: ean a])])ear 
nnd(M' th(* saim* asp(‘et in which it apjiears to m<‘. 
Features of scx'iety that 1 hav<‘ looktxl upon, till 
tliey S(,‘em to me too little prominent to excite atten- 
tion, a younij: person, to Avhom the world isn<‘w, will 
]ik(‘ly fix u])on as objects of inquiry and sinqirisi* : 
Avhile those that, in minuter intiimu’v. I hav(‘ dis- 
eover(‘d to b(* curious and important, they, in their 
liasty and uiqiractised ,i»hinc(‘,- will thither not per- 
ceive, or feel but little interest in. And thus, AvhiK‘ 
I am carefully, and, as T think, very interestini^ly, 
tellini; stori(‘,s ami multiplyinir avotmIs about thint^s 
that, for Avhat they knoAV, may hav<' ha])]H‘ne<l in the 
moon, they are Avishinsr, AA^iinderimr, and not altoiri'- 
ther ]>leas(*d, that 1 never hajqien to s«v, or see under 
so different a shapi*, th(» objt*cts that most ]>uzzle 
and sur]irise tluMn. It Avas umh'r tlu‘ burden of this 
very disturbinor a])])rehension, I bethoiurht myself for 
onct‘ to liaA’e recourse to memory for my tale, and 
relate wliat bap]M*ned avIh'ii T Avas as mucb a noA’iee 
as my readers, and liable to as mueb mistak<‘ as they 
possibly can be, respectius: the things 1 saw. But 
then my readers must needs be foreAvarned, that my 
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ol)sorvatit>n54 in tliis paper are not re(|nire(l to l»e 
(‘orivft ; Avliat 1 tlioiiglit wrong was, in all prol>ala- 
lity, very right — wliat 1 thought in<*onsistent, might 
l>(‘ most heaiititully systeniatie, if J hiul hnt liail tin* 
sonst* to ])erci‘ivo tho due eonnexi«ni of things. And 
a> all woinler is the oflspring of ignoraiu*t‘ — igim- 
ranct* ot‘ wliat things ar(‘. if not of what lh(‘y ought 
to 1 ) 0 — any surprise that 1 may express, is to he, of 
eoiirs(‘, attrihiited to my own inexperience at the 
time. 

It hap]K‘m‘d oiu-e — that is tlu* gemiim^ way <*f 
l»eginning an account t>f things that ne\er lia|»pemMl, 
hut my read(‘i‘s may dt‘peml uj»on it this did hap- 
j)en some time, tV<»iigli I find it incoiiN enit‘nt tt) say 
wlien. It was when tin* haluts and piactices of tin* 
world were known to me only through the m^ws- 
]iap(‘rs that reported them, or the moral essays that 
tihus»‘d them, or tlu' novels that misr(‘presf*nted tlu^m 
— the woi*hl in uhich J had grown uj> heing no wi<Ier 
than the walls of the jmternal <lweirmg, and no more 
]»opuloiis than the family that dwelt in it. What 
i<h‘as or expe<*tati<Mis 1 had form(‘d through the me- 
dium of thesi‘ iiiformers of the hus> seem* of litV* in 
which I ha>c sinci- so Jarg(*ly wandered, is tjot <>f 
imp<U‘tance to l»e told — my readers niay )m* satisfied 
to kimw they were in <‘verv way mistak<‘u. Som(^ 
time alumr the middle of March I was invite<l to 
s]»end a f(‘W weeks in London, where, witli all my 
ignorance and all my prejudices full upon me. I 
found myself arriMsl at tlie givc‘ii jiericKl. I was a 
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ListoiKT tlion as woll as now : tlion for mysolf, ;ijs 
now for otiiors : and, anioni^ an intinito variety of 
tliinsrs, tlio followiuir oirctiinstancos aro in moinoryV 
record as sonadliini^ tliat T lieard. 

‘‘ It is r.dlicr a <lull time to l>rifi.ir a stranger lo 
London,’' sai<l Mrs Tliorongligood ; “ l)ecause in Lent 
we se(* less coinjjany, and our ]>nLlic amuscMiients are 
for the most [»art sus|K‘n<I(‘d. Tint aft(‘r Kaster we 
shall 1»(‘ narticulavly gay, and aide to sliow you every 
thing.” 

“ I ,sli(»nld like to know, mamma.” answered Noung 
Selina T,, “ why w'(‘ may not as Avell ]iv(‘ in Lent s 
we live all tin* rest uf the y(*ar ; for I suppose we do 
not liv<* irreligiously at any time?” 

“ 1 am surj)rised to ln*ar you speak thus, Selina.” 
said her mother ; “ I thought ytm had been taught 
to read your Jiihh*, and attend Vinir religious duti<*s 
strictl\ ; 1 did not exp(M*t from you so ignorant a 

remark — 1 thought you knew ” 1 was considering 

of the jn-ohahility that .Mrs T. had neglected to teach 
lier daughter wind she was surprised to find she did 
not know, when the lively Selina r(*joined — 

() yes I (h-ar mamma, I do know that in Lent 
we have no halls or ]days, never ask inort* than 
twelve to dinner at once, eat salt-fish and ]»aneakes, 
and go to ehureh on the week-days. But I wanted 
t(> know the reason of it all ; J am sure there is 
nothing about it in the Bible, and 1 could not find 
it this morning in the Prayor-bot>k.” 

Again, my dear, I must say you are very igno- 
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rjint, if yon tlo not kiic»w tlint tlu* forty <l;\ys ]>n*- 
codiiiir K;isti‘r an* kt*|»t in (‘oniinciiioration (»!’ our 
Sa\ joui*'.s la.st of ioj'ty days in tlu* Jonoly wildorn(‘.s.s, 
wIm'io, for our sdov". and for our oxanij)l(‘, lit* huii- 

i:t‘rt‘d and (lni>tt*d, anti *’ 

“(), doan‘>t nianima ! I know all that, td’ coiirso, 
— lull I want f(» lx* tohl what that has to do with 
I'alls anti tlinnor partio'^, and pancakfs, and plays?” 
aiiNWort'd Solina, inijiationtly. 

•* I shtndtl thiidx that tt>o t»hvituis t«> nt*tsl t‘\pla- 
iiation, my h»\t*,” said ^Irs T. — 1 tlumuht .so too; 
aiah scrini; ht*r ht*Mtatt‘, I hatl almost a mind to 
proptmml tin* inat(t*r mysolf, so sinipit* and so (*(*!*- 
tain soi‘im*d tt) n- * (iio nnxlt* of f.\]>lanati<m, ami so 
(•h*ar t<» myst'lf N\ as m\ own nndt'rstandintc t)t* it. I 
soon had roa'^on t<» n‘jt»iff that I r«‘fraim*il my lips, 
wlifii J pt‘rct‘i\(.‘tl md onls tho diiliculty of tho ox- 
position, hut my own inistakt*s upon tlu* suhjt‘ttt. 

Mrs T. took t)ir hor thimldo, piimnuxl ht‘r ph‘a- 
said fact- into tlu* loiiiith of L»ravity, hath* lu*r tlaui^h- 
tor to hi* scrituis, and sin* wouhl t‘\[dain to lu.*r what 
sin.* oiiuht to liaM* known loni( ai»o. 1 tiioimht sin* 
oui^ht — little sMsjHX'tinir that 1 tlitl not kiuov my- 
self. 

'J’lien* were not wantinir symjdoms in tin* t»ld 
lad\ s mannt‘r whieh might liave exeited suspirijui 
that sin; ditl not know — hut that was impossihle ; 
tin* appoarann* must, ofeour.se, have proee<;dt*d from 
my want ol lvnow h*dg«; of tiie world. Still lh(*re 
was a long pau.se : the old lady drew towartls her 
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tlu‘ largo Biblo and tlio littK* JVaytM-book tliat lay 
on the table, and put tliein oarefidly one upon the 
other, the latter at the to]», ready for action. If so 
much prt‘pjiratioJi should sc^eni extraordinaiv, bo it 
reniciuber(‘d that Mrs T. had grown U]) at a perio<l, 
when, how(‘V(‘r much ladies might thiidv upon r<*li- 
gion, they W(‘re very litth^ aecustomt*d to talk about 
it; and few ]»ei*sons in the parish, eKce])t the ])arson, 
were ex]u‘cted to hav(‘ an opinion uj)on the subject, 
nni(*h less to explain it. Mrs T.’s exm'dium prov(‘d 
nothing the wors(‘ for the delay. She began by 
commenting, with feeling and sim]>licity, on tx.?. 
narration of our Saviour’s sulU‘rings, tin* object of 
his mission uj)on earth, the awful consummation of 
his errand that is at this s(*a.son celebrated, and all 
the heart-aifecting eircumstanciss with whieh th(‘ 
season stands associat<‘d in the mind of a beli(‘ver. 

“ And does not my Selina see,” slu* added, “why 
such a jteriod should be markt^d, and lo‘j)t by those 
so de(‘ply int(‘rested in its events?” 

“ Assuredly, mamma, 1 see it should lx* kept. 
^Vt* commemorate the (h'txls (>f earthly greatness — 
Ave celebrate the era of our country's freedom — wo 
remember the birth-time and the* dt‘ath of those we 
b)ve — if go<xl or ill betide us, we grave, as it were, 
the date ujuni our h(*arts, to be no mon* erased, and 
thought recurs to it as duly as the day returns. Jt 
woidd S(‘em strange, indeed, if of all important eras, 
the most imj>ortant was alone forgotten — if of all 
grt^at events, the greatest remained without appro- 
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])ri;»t(.‘ f(‘k4>ration. Assiimllv, iiKiinina, i\ slioulil be 
kept — but liowy” 

“ 15y iiu‘aus aj>pfO|>riate to itself. Now, Avhat <lo(‘s 
it seem to you that they would be 2’’ 

Selina liesitatt‘d ; yet Jier eounttmaiiee betrayed 
an emotion that sai<l she kn(‘w ; nature and feeliniif 
Avere in this instanee bettt‘r ju-oniptei-s than th<* 
wisdom of the sehools. She had not ri'ileefiMl on it 
before, but she felt wliat she had not learned, and 
n‘plied — 

** In ('oinnion seiiso, masnina, it snrriy should Ik* 
this, desns suflered for our sins, died for o[ir sins, 
rose a.ii'ain to bee us from our sins. \\e \\«'re the 
cause of Ills suHeiinsr, and, then'fon*, sln>uld be sad 
at tlie |•<•mombran<K• — we were tin* gainers bN- it, 
and, tlirn^bre, should Ik* ela<l and ui*atrfiil. Ibit. 
as sin AAas the Jiiiseliief. ami pardon of sin the ojiin, 
it is natural that our joy, and our sorrow too, should 
(‘,\])r(‘s.> itself by abstaijiini*- from whatcM*!* is siiiful, 
t>r eaii by any means be otfen>i\e to .Him Avliose 
jia^sion we at this time e<{ebrate; and I would add, 
that we shouhl keep it a^ a soason of humiliation 
for our past sin, and of prayer ami preparation for 
future aniemhneiit. ’ 

“You eould not }ja\e spoken bi*tter, my child. 
And besides this jairpose of pre]>aration b)r Kast«‘r, 
it is re<iuired of us t<i follow the foot.stej»s of our 
l.*‘nl ; ami, as ho fasted forty days in tin* wilderness, 
so we have an e<pial jieriod of self-denial apjiointo<l 
us in imitation of his. Do you not, then, see the 

VOL. 1. ii 
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wisfloiii of’ our cliurch in sottin£»- npnrt tlio lorfy 
prooiHliiii;’ K;i,st(‘r for tbi.s ,i;'oo<l pin*j)osc‘ V” 

Yos — f)ut I <lo not ox.'ictly soo how tin* pni*j>ns< 
is iinswtMvd l>y it — unloss fho :unl iho lln‘;»tn* 

1)(* llio sins from wiiicli w(‘ an* to abstain ; and 
dininix with twolvt* p(‘ 0 ]do instoad of twoiiTy ho tin- 
S(‘lf-di‘niaL and ” — Solina s vivr.oity A\as fast i^ottina 
tho h(‘ttor of hor pnwious oarnostnoss ; hut, ro<*olh‘<*t- 
iny- ln'rs(‘lf, sIk* i»Tavoly added, “ Jhit that, niannna, 
is oonfossino- that th(‘so are sinful pra(*tioos. whirh 
you know flioy aro not.” 

'J’ho inno('(‘nt amusomonts of tin* world oanm»r 
h<* so: hut” — Mrs T. hosifatod — inovtul tin* Prayor- 
hook oir tho liihh* — turnod it tin* other side u]ovards. 
and soonn*d at a loss for wonls — I thouiiht 1 oould 
have holp(‘d 1n*r, hut 1 did not. In tho first j»la(*o, 
those i‘ni»aiu;(‘inonts occupy our time, and cotisc*- 
<jin*ntly leave us l(‘ss for devotional duties : th(*n 
tln*y occiijjy our miinl, and consccjiiently int(‘rfere 
with tin* sei’ious thouttht that he<*otiu*s tin* season ; 
and tlu*n it (*anno( lu* denh‘d, that, thouuh innoc(*nt 
amus(*nn*nts on the whoh*, there is an awful incon- 
sistency in the gaiety and forginfulness of such 
])ursuits, wht*n brought in near contact with tin* 
(*V(*nts at this s<*ason rccal](*d and ]Mctured out 
afr(‘sh to our imagination. You eanin»t, in the ex- 
citation of the theatre, think of your Saviour's dying 
grtian — you cannot, in the Iiuhhuh of a crow<h*d 
room, he in the stejis of Him, who, as He sat at nu*at 
with those He loved, was ever teaching them his 
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Fiitlio/s l;uv, or spoakina: with tlioni oi‘ Ins ap- 
]>Toai‘hiiiu’ oxpiation. Thm‘i*on* it is not hanl to 
un(h‘rsl:nnl. that, at a sisison whon von (h‘siro to 
roinoinlM*]* thosi* tliinir?^ an<l to iiM‘l thoin, you must 
in sonic incasnrc chain^c your occnjiations.” 

1 >va'' (‘oiisiJcrinu- how iar tin* almvc inuTt'dicnts 
rnli^ht, if properly conipoiunh^d, make a sin, hen 
Selina emled at <»nee iny <louhts and tin* conversa- 
tion, (d‘ which she was manih'sfly tire<l, hy tin* fol- 
lowiini' <*\<*lamation ; — 

“ ( ), VOS ! mamma — 1 am ]H*rrcctly sati^licd of 
wliat \(m mean, and \our pardon ft»r leasing’ 

von with such (dolish ♦jiiotion" - I *««(*<* c\acil\. that 
tiiiims whirji art pt*rf(*etly j*rop(*r tlnrinii' the thret* 
Innnlrcd and M\ only-livt* <la\s in which we I’oriift 
oiii SaNi<»ni‘'s ^iitlcriiiirs. wonhl h»* \ cr\ inet>nsist»*nt 
thirinu' tin* foiTy day^' iit w hich we flt'sirc to i‘<>nn*m- 
hei‘ them t ami sinct* Jc^us for our sal\t*s at thi" 
time deliarretl hiniMlf of natiir<*\ tii'.st neecs-sltit*^, 
ainl entlurt*<l a siill'erancc from which natun* shrink'^, 
wt* sliotdtl, in imitatitni of Him, refrain frtnn what 
wt* most tleliirht in, and ^uhmit tt> what is most dis- 
aL''ret*ahh‘ to ns — ti.ai i>. wt* should irixe no halls, 
eat salt-tish ami j»aneakes. ami ot; to ehnrch.” 

Ml’S 'F. smil(*<l at lier daui:htt*rd mirth, ami pos- 
"ihly h‘lt her satin*, hut eont(*nt(*d In-rself w ith sayinu 
sin* was too c’iddy. 

I was a thinker then a*- woll as a li'-teiier, tlioiiLih 
init iniieh ot a talker, as niav have heen [»ercei\<Ml. 
Iletieeting, alt(*r I retired, upon this (•ojjxrjsation, I 
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felt angry M^tli Selina’s ridicule of lior uiotlierV 
sensible remarks. The truth of what had been said 
ri‘S|)ectiiig East(‘r, the ]u*o|»riety of keeping it, and 
the inaniuT of kee])iiig it, had dee])ly impressed my 
mind. 1 felt ashamed that f had nev(‘i‘ before so 
seriously eonsi<lered it ; and a fet‘ling of |)i«)u.s joy 
animated my bosom, that, for the first time in my 
lift*, I hatl come into a family wlu're 1 should see 
it observed so consistently ami so d(‘voutly. How 
could Stilina, 1 thought, who had b(‘(‘n lironght up 
in the constant observance of so e\ct‘lh*nt a pi-inci’»Ie, 
liave ri‘mained till this time without a perception of 
its suitability? 

I arose the next morning in a mood of more se- 
riousness than I ri*memb(‘r to have ever felt before, 
jireparod, as 1 thought, and willing, to make any 
sa<*ritiee required of me by religion and the church 
at such a st‘ason. 

After the usual breakfast the carriage came to 
take tis to morning jirayers, and w'e rolled oif to a 
fashionable chajK‘l at the wavst end (d the town. A 
few carriages brought a few peoj^le on the same 
errand — the eluqiel was so warm, and the seats were 
so wi‘ll liiKHl, and the hassoeks were .so near the 
elevatiiui of the knees, and the reader made such 
admirable haste, that, contrary to my pre\ ions prc- 
judi(!e, 1 found there was very little trouble in a 
week-day service, and so we rolled back again, and 
wont about our usual occupations. 

** Selina, dear, you must not be idle,” said Mrs 
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T. : “ you kiioAV Avlint ;i doal you liavo to <lo, aiul tliis 
is tlR‘ last It’isuro Avo(‘k ; thoro is s<*am‘]y a day io 
whirli wo an‘ iu»t ouirajrod aft<‘r Eastor, and our 
ninininir'i will 1 m‘ o<*(‘upiod in sliowinu: our IViond 
aljont London. If you do not niakt' us(* of Hiis 
idio tinio to [)n‘|)aiv your tliliurs, you Avill bo sadly 
busfl(‘d.*’ 

“(), d(*ar UK'I I am bustb‘d onouijli as it is,” said 
Solina. ‘‘ I liavo savod suoli a (juantity of (Iiiniij’s 
to do this wf'ok. that I novor sliall L»ot throunh tlu'iM. 
It is a ooinfori, at loast, that thoro aro a fow woi‘ks 
in tin* y(‘ar in whi<'h <»n(‘ has tiiiio to ono's solf. Hut 
did you ind want nio t(» writ<* tlioM* oards this 
inornini^ 

“(), y<‘s ! itnlopd you must,” answonMl Ikt mo- 
tlaT. *• For to-iiiorrow tho drc'ssmakor will In* horo 
all tho inorninu’, moas’irinir and takini:: urd(‘rs for 
your sj)nnv: drosso ; and noxt day 1 havo ap|)oint(‘d 
tho nj»ln»lstoror about tin* funiiluro, and all tho liouso 
will bo in ofuifusion — on Saturday you must iro to tho 
dontist — T nuist <j^ot all thoM* thinufs dono this wook, 
for T shall liavo no timo aftor Kastor.” 

“ Ibit for Avhat da vs aro the cards to bo sent out, 
mamma 

“ That T must think o.f, if T can find timo to think. 
Thoro is tho 1st, tho (Jth, tlio lUth. ilavintif no ])ar- 
tios in Lout makes thorn come so thick afterwards, it 
is '^oarcoly ])Ossiblo to find da vs (*nouifli.” 

I'ho conversation Avas interrupted by tho ontrancM* 
of a lady dressed in black — she made a \isit of the 
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iisujil (liiriiii** wliicli sli(‘ jiuidt? ix .mvjir many 

remarks, rejuvited severaJ slanderous aiu'o- 
dotes, and <‘.\]>rt‘ss(‘<l lierself with miieli ]>itterm‘ss 
ai^ainst somi‘ ]»ejsons who liad oilended lier. As 
soon as she was i^oiKs Selina said — “^lamina, what 
is 1\J iss Tihhs in mourning for 

It ns(‘d to he the eusloin, my di‘ar, and it is still 
retained l)y seme persons who an* j>ai tieidar, to wear 
inournini* in lanit.’* 

‘‘Nay," said Selina, ‘‘if Miss Tih]>s is s(> particu- 
lar in keeping Jamt, she had hett(‘r abstain Jroiii 
sj)eaking ill of lun* neighbours, which is the thiiig 
she most delights in, and forgivt* lun* i‘iu‘mies, which 
is the thing she is least <.lis])os(*(l to/’ 

The days passed on — (;very IkhIv ate and every 
body drank, and i‘Nery body -enjoyed th(Mnsi‘l\ (‘s as 
usual. Two or tlu'ee ]>eople <*ame some days to din- 
ner, and the entertainment was the same, ami the 
conversation Avas the same, for any thing 1 eoidd see, 
as if there had been twmity — and on the days we 
dined alone, tin* objirts that occupied our attiuition 
Avere still the same. AVe talk(*d of the things we 
did not do, and arrangetl plans for d<.)ing them as 
soon as we might. 1 heard Jio more of desus, of his 
sutferings, or his ileath ; of sui, or its conse<juenei‘s, 
or its pardon ; nor, as far as 1 could ])ereeivi‘, was 
any one thinking almut them. This probably pro- 
ceede<l from my own inexperieiiee and Avant of 
knoAvledge of the Avorld. It could not really be, as 
it seemed, that the season, so properly set apart hy 
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t,ur church, !Mrs T. lia<l sai<l, for Mirditatinn, )m'- 
a]ul ]»r*ay'.*r, sinmld juisscd oNcr witlioiit 
any cxtra-si'rious tlnniuhrs, of any kind ^\ll;d(•^ or*, 
upon tin* <*\i‘nt^ at this jM‘riod (*oniin<“nioi*ato<l. Cn- 
tain it is. that ik> inoro allusion was niado to thnin in 
word oi' ilcod, cxrojit that some oin* now and tlion 
took o(*(*asion to say. it was \ orv unlucky it liapponcd 
to he rA‘nt. 

“ .Mainiua, which nluht an* we iroitiir to the Ora- 
torio!*" said Selina, on l*'ri<lay morniiiLr. 

“ J h(‘lie\(*, my dean wi* shall ha\ea hf>\ fo-ninht ; 
hut you will know \>lH*n your paj»a returns.” 

On this suhjoct I felt myM‘If <juite well informed. 
I had learne<l hv the ne\\sj»a|M*r that tlu* theatr(‘s an* 
always closed duriiii*' thi^ s(*ason, except <»n \V'e<l- 
nesdays and IVidays. uhen they an* opened lor the 
Oratorio, a sort of n‘lii>ious festi\al, as 1 conceixed, 
hy the names atlix(‘d to the performam*e, and h\ its 
heiiiii' ln*ld on tin* samedav of the wt*ek as the church 
]»ray(*rs ; days, 1 was aware, to which eust(»m had 
ailixed a peculiar sacn*<Iness. I was well pleasi‘d 
with what 1 ln*ard— -for as this anniM'ment wa^ not, 
only allowed in I out, hut confined t(» it hy pc<*uhar 
apj)ropriati(>n, I (*crtaiiily mi»j:lit there* <*\jM*ct to titid 
somt*thinir of the dev^dion with which I had Tcard 
the S(*asoii was To he hallow(‘d. 

Tin* hox was st*cun‘d, the hour <*amc*, avc w(‘re 
duly adorned, and s(*t off, as I suppe)sed, to our de\o- 
tions. My thouichts hy the way xvere sorioiis - they 
had not heeii Used to ho ,so ; Init what 1 had heard 
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from Mrs T. liad mado a. strong imja'ossioii on mo ; 
tliongli I was oflbotiuilly puzzled that it seemed to 
hav(‘ solitth* a^e(*l(^d any l»ody (‘Ise. I tried to eom- 
j)ose my mind to fetdings suitahle to tlie oeeasion, 
though no oiMj else in the earriagti aj)pearcd to be 
doing so. Ibit then they had been used to s]>end tlie 
liont prop(‘rly ; I had Iiitherto negleet(*d it; and the 
r(dle<*tion eaused me soim* feelings of regret and 
shame. 

Shame, r(“gret, and devotion, however, had no 
tiek('ts of admission. T parted at the door with all 
of then», and beeame absorbed with sueh sense oi 
ph'asure as was likidy to posstvss a youthful mind 
on tasting, for the lirst time, of sueh an amusement. 
The sjdendour of the house, the brilliaiiey of the 
lights, tlu* musie of the full dioir, so unlike to any 
thing 1 had heard before; the gay a])pearaiiee of 
the audiene(*, wlierc^ all without was ]>r(>s])ei‘ity and 
smih's, Avhat(‘ver miglit be })eneath them — thoughts 
of sadiu'ss would have seenuMl to mo a saerilege ; 
within the eom])ass of these walls, at least, then* was 
a world all joy ; my ren<*etious and fi'elings were ab- 
sorbed in sensations of uiimingled pleasure. I could 
not (IjsotTn where vice and misery bid itself in that 
gay Crowd ; or, 1 should rather say, ])resent(‘d their 
unblushing front, as if by acknowledged right they 
])residt‘d there. 1 e(»uld not guess how the hundreds 
of immortal l)(*ings were emploj’e<l, who, to support 
a iis(*less existence, and fill u]) the measure of their 
crimes, were doing the drudgery of such an esta- 
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l)ilslnn<‘iit. I know nothing: of all tins — luit i,G:n«)- 
rant as I Avas, and tlionalitk'ss as I was, 1 was startkMl 
from my dt'lirinm of onjoyniont, Avlion, a(Vom])ani<‘d 
l)y ton(‘s from tlio oroliostra that mig:ht soimi to lu* 
tho mnsio ang<‘l.s singf, I hoard thoso wonls, “Jlo 
was dosjii^Hl and n’ljoctod of mon, a man of sorrows, 
and ao(|iiaint(‘(l Avith g^riof. grave his hack to tho 
smitors” — I no<'d not ]»ursuo tho words, wo knoAv 
AvluMv thc'V ar(\ av(' knoAv what tiioy m(‘an — thoso 
doo|> myst(‘rious w on Is, at Avhioh patriarchs and j)ro- 
jdujts Avond(Tod, Avliioh sinners troasiir(‘ in th(‘ir 
bosoms as tho criminal tho signet that is to stay his 
oxocntion — Avhioh tin' ]>onitont wo('j>s whih* 1 k‘ listens 
to, and trinmj)hs nhilo ho weeps — tlio words of (lod 
himself, tin* proj>hetic picture of the Saviour’s sutfer- 
ingrs for a mim'd, mis(‘ral>le w<nld, for tho Avorld that 
at this season professed to eomnu'moratc? his iiktov 
ami its oAvn degnadation — for the world at that 
moment assomhh'd Avithin those walls. J looked at 
tho person by Avhom the Avords AvtTO iitton'd — 1 
h»ok(‘d at the audience by Avhom tlu'v Av<‘re listc'iu'd 
to — 1 marked tlu* <laz7.Iingr ae(*omj>animonts of tho 
scene. ]S'atur(' and n‘as(»n spake Avithin irn* — for, 
brilKsl, con*upto<l, sja-ll-bouml as they are, they will 
s])eak sometimes, if wo. w ill lot tliem. Tho bold, 
unblusiiing front, tho unshrinkingr ey(', the immod(*st 
attire, the unhallow’od air, on th(* one ]>art — on tho 
oflier. the oxj>ression <if imJiirerence or of ('motions 
sim]>iy pleasurable, AA'oro so oontrastt'd Avith the 
images those AVords brought like uiuveleome sj)eetros 



2j0 


TITE LISTENER. 


tu iny iniau:inatiou, that at ii(» iJionioiit of my lif<' do 
1 romoinhor t(» have ft*lt so involuiitanly j>ersiia<lod 
tliat thoso thinij:s were iixh'cd luit tlu* tiction that 
thoy s(‘eint‘d — tiu* trai^io stories witli which men 
amiiso tluMiiseh es. The Ixdiigs before me and around 
me, could th(‘y l)e1ieve themsel\es tlie cri'atun's f(n* 
Avhom the Mt‘ssiah had thus sulfered ? AVas it tliey 
liad ilone it, tljcy had caus(xl it, they, at this v(‘ry 
time, ])roft‘SsiiijL»- to keep a fast in imitation of his 
suHerin^s, and liimible themselves b(‘fon‘ Him for 
their share in it ? It was iious(‘nse, it was absurd'ty, 
— it Avas imposition that could not 1 k‘ passiMl upon 
a child — to supjiose that tlnw Avho sani>*, or thcw who 
listened, felt themselves to be the sinners that had 
been so redeemed ; had there been any bosom tluTc* 
to Avhich the realising sense* liad come, they would 
have drooped their heads for shame, and gone away. 
No — 1 am bold to say, that Avhatev(*r it Avas belbri* 
or after, tla* Alt'ssiah's sorrows Aven*, at the iiKHiuMit, 
to every bosoni then*, a fiction — enhanced by tin* 
cAipiisite jKithos of tin* music — a beautiful, exciting. 
lieart-a.tl(*cting fiction, rejirescnted by tlie most de- 
graded of mankind for the amusement of the gayest 
and most jn'ofiigate. Yet Inther aa'c ha<l ]n*esumed 
to bring the Avord of (lod. llt*re Ave addresst*d Him 
AAith the cry for mercy, here Ave hail his name re- 
sonndi‘d from unhallowed Iij>s, reverberating on un- 
adoring hearts ; succeeded as (piickly as the seenc 
could change, by a heathen madrigal, sung by tlie 
same performers, in the characters of Ceres and 
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Pr()sor|>iu(‘, in -wliich IMuto m*c‘i\od the orisons so 
lately olloivd in iiiookc‘ry to tlio (lod of lleavini ; 
uttered in the same spirit, heard nitli tlu* saint* ft‘t‘l- 
inii’s. AVe di*o]) tlitJ jiietiirt*. Satin* i^noAvs ^rave 
Avht*n she toueli(*s on things likt* tliest* ; anti t)ur 
rt*atl(*rs will say we jireaeh. Jf tlu*re he int*anini*’ in 
words, or st‘iist* in iiny tliini**. Clod's eominandnu*nt 
was that niglit hrt)ken, and his name prt)fant*tl ; and 
(diristians Avere tht*re to hear it, and A\ere wt^Jl 
pleast'd. 

lint to resumt* my story. A f(*Av tlays mort*, ami 
tin* days of Lt*nt wt*re t*mlt*tl. Tin* hnitatitm of tin* 
[Messiah's fast in the wiltlernt*ss A\as eomj)lt‘tt‘tl, tlie 
st'ason of hutuiliafton Avas aeeomj)lislied, anti wt* wen* 
iiW prepared for tln^ approaehini^ ft‘sii\al of Masft*!*. 
'idle tlay tif tin* iiedeemer's tlt*alh that end(‘d oiir 
days of mournin^y Avas tlt*eent]y ohst*rvt*tI in Mrs 'I’.’s 
family, as Avas also the Suntlay, the eommt‘neement. 
t»f tmr joy ft>r his n*surreetion It) ett‘rnal life, and tmr 
OAAii in his. Anti what it hetore behoved us to re- 
nn‘mbt*r, it now bt*ht)vt*tl us as quiekly as jiossibit* to 
ftn'i^t*! ; wiiat was sin tin* Aveek htdort* tht* t*.\j»iation 
was tilleretl, was no sin as st>on as it was aeeom- 
j)lished — then* ne(‘tletl, iinlet*tl, tin* utmost inm‘nuity 
to make up for the tiiiu* that ha<l been lost. iSliss 
Tibbs put tdf her mourninir; Mrs Thorou,<^ha’ood 
Avould have tht)Ui»ht it quite Methotlistieal to Lfo tt> 
eliureh in the Aveek ; Selina Inmtistly n*ioiet*d that 
Lent eame but onee a-year; anti I — J rt?mt*Jiiben'<I, 
AAhat 1 ln»]»e my readers may not have for^oitten, the 
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Loginning of my story. T roniemLorod Solina^s igno- 
rance, and no longer wondered ; foi* neitlier could I 
perceive the coiinexicm Letwec'n tin; season and its 
observance's. 1 renuMnLcrod ]\lrs TliorongljgiKxrs 
j)ioiis observations, and w^OTidered wdiat they could 
bav(' in(‘ant — for I lia<l not seu'ii a single illustration 
of them in tht‘ practice's or oe*cupatie)ns of the family 
in the interval. One' good edlect, however, came of 
my meiditatiems — they put me' em gooel te'rms again 
with myse'lf : for whatever might be the' inte'ution of 
our (''hurch in instituting this iast — whether, that m 
orde*r to our be'ing inaele ceMifeuanable to our Le)rd in 
his life', it was juelge'el nee'e'ssary that we should have 
a season of self-denial anel abstraction fi*om the ordi- 
nary oceu)iatiems and iinmcent dedights of life' — or 
whether, He having fuHille*el for us the? law, ami by 
his suftorings eleme' away the nc'ed e)f a simil.'ir jK'iiaiicc 
on e)ur ])art, this was rather me'ant as a time' of 
gnvte'ful re>membraiK*e‘ than of imitation, a time of 
humiliatiem before (iloel, anel pious e*ommeme)ration 
of his love* — in either or in {iny case*, it ap]>e'are'd to 
me that the inteuitions of the (duireh hael be'en as 
wx'll fultilleel by my forgetfulness as by their e)l)ser- 
vane.*e* e)f the se*ason. Whateve'r mistakes may be' in 
this e*e)mparativc e'stimato of WTong, J beg may be* 
attributed to my inexperience anel ignoraime of the 
world. 
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Arifl wlj(*r« shall lsrat‘1 lax t* her bleedinf; f(M‘t ? 

And where slmll Zion’s song.v again seem swecf ? 

And .Tudiih's melod^v once more rejoice 

Tlie hearts that leupM before its heavenly voice ? 

IlcOrnr Melodies, 


I WAS tni veil ill once over a distant land — a, land 
if had been, by the way J travelled, of bleakiu^ss, and 
barreiiiiess, and danger. If som(‘tiines I had loitered 
wht‘re there were llowers buddiiiii;, fair as the first 
and fairest of our 8]»rini;, while 1 yet waited in ex- 
jieetation of their blowing, I saw them withi‘r in the 
sunshine, fade, and ]>ass away. Jf ev(‘r, amid th(j 
parehi?d and thirsty soil, I Jiad looked upon the 
bursting of a pure, clear spring, (juiekly there came 
to it some unclean thing, and miiddetl and j>olluted 
what had risen so pure. ' And ofttMi, as, beneath some 
shadow’ing tree, I had hiin d<>wn tt> rest, before I hud 
shod myself again to hasten forward, the (H)ld iiortli 
wind had come and stripped that tree, and robbed it 
of its beauty and its shade. It w^as a wre‘tchi*d land, 
and they that dwelt in it were like the land they 
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<hv(‘U in. Tlioir wt^l-sooniiin^ vlrtnos rarcOy boro 
tho bloom tlu'v promistMl, but failoil at tho momoiit 
of* fruition — tlioir wisdom, lio\V(‘V(‘r rifo it 

siMMiH'd to flow, flowod. not far bofbro it b(?oam(‘ 
inixod with error and cMiipoisonod — thoir <‘Tijoyni('Tits 
w<*ro till* (‘vam‘so(Mit vordur<* that oould not outstand 
till* first <*ohl tomdi of sorrow. And surely I hail felt 
])ity for tluMu as I passed, and mourned that th(‘y had 
not a b<‘tt(*r land to dw(‘|] in. 

Having- travelh^l tlius some ooiisiderabh* way, J 
reaehed a spot, seeming more fair for th(‘ rude ] th 
that led to it, and b(*nutiful in the contrast of its 
f(‘rtility with the eoldness and barr(‘niu‘ss of the laiul 
1 had pass(*d ovi'r. There was no barrier, that i iier- 
eeiv<‘d, b(‘twiM‘n them; and y(‘t w(‘r(‘ tluw distimd as 
the darkn<‘ss of night from the broad light of noon. 
Why tlu‘ inhabitants of the adjaei^nt country did not 
pass on to it, 1 ]K*roeiv(Ml not : but 1 eonelude<l it 
was a])pro]»riate<l |»ro|)erty — the luMvditary jiosses- 
sion, probably, of a ])eo]de too ])owerful to need a 
landmark, or an armed outwork, against the en- 
croachments of their mughbours. (kwtainly 1 saw 
that no desir(‘ was manifested on (*ither part, to take 
possession of the other s land : and, unequal as seem- 
ed to me the destiny of eat-h, each ajipeared eon- 
tent(‘d to abide tlu‘ir ])ortion. I entered Avith delight 
on the rich scenery of this pleasant land. 1 do not 
knoAV that 1 need iiartieularly to describe it: it Avas 
like the best spots in our iiatiAe country — those that 
industry lias toiled to cultivate, and some tasteful 



TTIE LTSTF.XKR. 


linnd 1i;i« taken ]>h‘asiin» to julorn. It was liko to 
tljus(* estat«‘s, tliat, l»oin<r a|»]>ro]n*iato<l (<» sonio 

powerful aiui rieli ]H)ss(*s.'^or. wlio tiiuls j>I(‘aMii*o in 
lliein. and does with thorn wliat he will, iiiaiiif(‘st in 
ov(M*y ]»art tho inUnoneo of his intorforenee. It was 
710 fairy land I s|K‘ak of, when* nnigiif suns i^ave 
hirth to i;old»‘n fruits, or noeroniantio powor oharuHnl 
tlu' (‘louuMits to .stilln<‘ss. Ihit it was oiu* wiu‘re 
idiothouiiht had ju'ovidt'd ev(‘ry thinn', eaution had 
S(‘<*un*d (‘vory thinu*. an<l whatovor w(‘n‘ tho natural 
ills to which it lay <'X|>osod, sonn* dt‘fonci‘ against 
tlioir inllu(‘nc(‘, or nMuody for tlu*ir misclfu'ls, Iiad 
eartdully lioen onoidod. The hlossonis of their 
wardens dlo<l liko others — iuU. thoir d(*j)artiiin’ hoauty 
loft tin* fruit to rl|K‘u rioldy on tho st(*iu. Tho sun 
of thoir daytiuu* wont doAMi lik(* otluTs, ami often 
w(‘nt down in clouds — ^Init tho daiu]>s of tlu'ir ni^ht 
won* likt* tho watiTs of ailliotioii to tin* hosoiu of sul>- 
niissiou, tin* Ik*! ( or for its tears. "When the tree that 
adorned it withered in the Idast and ]>assod away, 
there eaim* a friendly AYatclu*!* and jdantod another 
as lovely in it-s ])hie(*. Tho menacing woods sonu*- 
tiimis oamo up, indeed ; Imt (juickly the oyi* of tlu^ 
inspector marked them, and put in his k(*(*n-(*d!»(‘cl 
ti>ols to their destruction. Like our most Iu<»‘hly 
cultured i^o’onnds, its paths Avere made straight, ami 
its nmgh places Aven* made smooth — tin* threateniuir 
t(‘m])est pass(*d oAor it harmless, and the Avinds that 
rocked its hahitations to their base, found them too 
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strongly founded for destruction — ^tlie dwellers in 
them slept secure i)i djingcr. 

The inhahitants of tliis happy region, T observed, 
Avere many ; and they seemed to know the value of 
their estates. They did not live on them in idle 
luxury, waiting the ])roductions of a soil, that, rich 
as it was, wouhl surely so have disa])pointed them : 
but they cultivated it in cheerful expectation of no 
uncertain harvest. Though they enjoyed its good in 
common, it was not in wild misruh?, the lawlessness 
of promiscuous jiossession. Ea(^h oik^ had his pluv % 
and each one had his task ; and if the ])roportion oi* 
each was not the same, it showed a fair adjustment 
to his poAvers, his industry, or his deserts ; it Avas 
enough to suffice him till time and (‘inaimstance 
should Iwiiig him elevation in the scale; ther(‘ was 
enough for all ; and all Avere S(Hmre tiny should not 
b(^ deprived of the possc'ssion, unless they Avillingly 
departed to some other residence. 

When I had staid some time Avith this jieople, I 
found that they too had a character something in 
conformity to the f(!atures of their eouiitry. lliey 
evinced the infirmities and dispositions of other na- 
tions ; and this appeared to be the chief taint that 
sullied the lustre of their state, and marred tlnur 
hapjnness. Yet even this Avas not AAuthout a pallia- 
tive and a eorrective remedy : the hiAvs were so good, 
and the administration of them so good, the punish- 
ment ensued so quickly on misconduct, and the par- 
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lion so f|in(*kly on the ofloftiial ro}>rosslon of tlio 
Avronu*. tliat ordor and ]>oa(*o woro tlu* ffonoral clia- 
motors of tlio kingdom, notwitlistaudini;’ tk(^ ]>oooa- 
b'dity of its sukjoots, and th(‘ fi*(‘(jiiont intorruptunis 
of th(‘ir onjoyinont ky tlio oktrnsion of tlioir fjodts. 
I l)(‘(*ain(‘, aftor a tiino. very anxious t(» know wlio 
tlioso ]K‘o|»1o woro, and how tluw eaino to l»o in ]>os- 
sossi«m of so Ijoantiful a torritory, whilo all nronnd 
it and akout it, as 1 liavo told, ri'inainod so kloak, so 
ka ro. 

Toll mo,” 1 said to one T thoimkt (*onl<l inform 
nK‘, “fnun wliat £^r(‘at lint* of anoostrv tIu‘so ])t‘oplt* 
aro d(‘st'(*nd(‘d : ^Iio oliildron, doiiktloss, of soiiu* 
])ristin(‘ li(‘r(», wlio oont^mwl for tliom tliis pleasant 
land, or ])orliaj)s tlio i»:(*m‘ration of its tirsi ]>oss(*s- 
sors. wlio. wli(‘n tko inkakitants of t*arth wtTt* ft‘w, 
found it and took ]K>sst*ssion, and ky tln*ir industry 
and wisdom, madt* it wliat it is, and kot|uoatliod it, 
with all its klt'ssinirs, to tkoir posterity 

“ Tliis land,” lie answ ered, ‘‘ was not oriuinally 
tlu*irs who kokl it imw — tlioir fathers did not oon- 
tjuor it, their jiroironitors did not jiossoss it. Thtw 
dAVolt yond(‘r, in tin* hinds yon passed throni^h.” 

Indeed I ” J sai<l ; ‘‘ most happy are they, then, in 
the o\<*hange. Ikit ky what rich purehastj is it 
thehs ? ” 

Tie ans\vi‘red, ‘‘ It came not into their hands ky 
pun-hase. kut was the gift of our Sovort'ign Loj‘<l 
till* King, wlio gave it to them and their heirs for 
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111 reward for souk* sej'vire to tli(* erown ? ” I 
ask(*d. 

“ Noik* tliat I ever lieard of,’’ Ik* replit^d ; “it 
was eontiseate<l property, and lie pive it where he 
]»leased.'’ 

“ Hilt wli<» thi'ii, anil wlnTe, are tlie oi'i^iiial ])os- 
sessors of tlu'st* lands ? Do they who jilaiited yoiider 
vines not uatluT of tludr fruits ? 

“Ao,’' he rejoineil, ‘‘nor tluw who built thosi; 
jialaces may dw(‘ll in tli(‘ni — nor tin*} wlio raised 
those* altars may lon,ir(‘r worship tlu*re. Tliiw ‘re 
faithless ungrateful traitors ; thew broke* tlunr phMli>e‘d 
alle$;iaiiee to tin* kiiiit, their pe‘rsons wiTe outlawed 
and attainted, their estates forfeited to the erown — 
and what the fathers made tluaiiselM's, the ehildreii 
liave (‘ontinued.’’ 

What were the* fathers before this ha]>]>en(‘d ? 

“ The favourites of th(*ir Hriiu'e — the bi'st and 
best-beloved of all his realm. The highest in dig- 
nity, and the most haj>])y in estate, they came, every 
one of th(*m, of royal blood, and eould trace their 
Jini^estoi's by name to a ]>eriod wlK?n ours wei't* un- 
heard of. Here, amid the blessings surrounding 
us, they liveil seeurt*, no man dis]uiting their ]ios- 
session ; for they had been its tirst possessors, the 
sole inheritors fi’om remotest ages.” 

“ And what are the ehiklreii now ? ” 

“ Did you not see them,” he reidied, “ loitiuing 
in helpless indigence on the eontines of our terri- 
tory ? Come, and 1 will show you them.” 
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Wt‘ wuIIumI tnwjii'ds tlie wav o])|>nsito t«> tliat l>y 
wliicli 1 had (‘iitcTcd ; ajid I oIjmtxcmI amid Mir- 
romidiiii*’ divariiirss, a f(‘w iiiism‘ahl<' Imvids, iIk* 
aho<U‘?< ol* the wivtcdied, as their a])j)earaiK*e told — 
Inimanity Avas u'hid ti» see they wor<‘ not more. 

“ Art' these all that remain I said. 

ansAViM'ed my e<mi|>anion. luit they an' 
all that resi<h‘ in this ]>art ol* th(‘ kinirdoin, wander- 
injj: j‘oun<l the d\vellini»s that were (mei‘ tlieir own, 
where now tluw ent<‘r not." 

T looked upon those miserahle ruins of de])arted 
irnvitmvss, and saAv, or fanei(*d I saw, some ti'aees of 
iKihility in their featiinss — hut it was so mixed uith 
an expression of sr»rdi<l wn‘t<*h(Mlness, and ahj<‘et 
a(*<jui(‘se<‘ue(‘ in disi»rae<‘, I eould liken it only to 
the fallen statue, wliieh tin* elements have diseolour- 
(*d, and the raidv herha.sfe overt^roAvn, till we know 
not if we n'ally ]>er<‘eiA(‘, or d(» hut jK'rsmnh* our- 
si'lves of its former heauty, ^lis(‘ry, .iiuilt, and 
<leep-written imdaneholy, tliere eertainly ui'i'e upon 
their sallow hrows — in some, J eould lias<‘ l>elieved 
it the melancholy of j)eniti‘nee and shame. 

“ 'rhe ehildren of royalty,” I uttere<l, as J lo<»ked 
at them, ‘‘tin* certain elaimanis of that remote* 
aneestry of Avhieh Ave are all so jiroml I And do tliey 
AA^ant for any thintr?” 

‘‘ It is liki'ly they Avant for every thini>:,” my irniile 
rejdied ; “ for they have no ])ossessions here or atiy 
Avhere ; they dwell npou the waste ; th(*y }jave no 
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comifry, arxl ik» frit‘n<ls, aii<l scaroo a lioino — iiono 
l)ut tiioso mistral »!<' huts.” 

1 ()iH‘ of thoin. An naod luaii was sit- 

; ohl(‘i*, I jinlu'od, in inisory than in years — and 
y(‘t Ills li(‘ad was urey, as sorrow's oftcMi is before 
its tiiiK*. The scanty hair n]>on his hall-hared li(*ad 
was strikingly contrasted witli the ahundant fulness 
of th(‘ lM‘ard. His ('(‘atnres were liarsli ; there was 
vi(*(‘ in them, and tluTe was inistTv — hnt it was vic»‘ 
and niiseiy that had done its work and j>’atlu*rt*d its 
rewaivl : and ]>ur])()sed no more, and feared no m. "e, 
of (‘ither ; ])ov(‘rty, ahandonment, and d<vsj>air, were 
tlie ])redoniinant characters of evi‘iy tliini;* in him 
and about him ; excejdinft- that tliere lay about his 
f('<‘t a <»Toii|) of children, whos<‘ sunny fonOieads and 
dee]> haz(‘l eyes glowed with the vigour of fr(‘sh ex- 
ist en(*(‘, as yet uiKjuestioning of weal or woe. And 
even to these, the long, falling line of tht‘ nose and 
for(*hea<l, and the shjidowing eyelid that half veiled 
th(* oblong eye, gave such an ex]>r(‘ssion of })ensive 
melancholy, oik* might have* fancied they borrowed 
their features from their fate. 

I s]>oke to the old man softly, and said his store 
a])])eare<l a spare one ; and somi'thing 1 said about 
the eondition of his lumse, and the contrast with 
their former greatness, when in possession of the 
adjoining lands, which, as T was told, had been his 
fathers’. 

They toll me so,” lie said, “ but they w^re 





L'lll 

ii‘v‘\oi’ mine; aiul I do not want them; Tor 1 ;nn 
s^oinj^ to my fatliers, iVtnn wliom tlu; rajuieity of 
strangers sti>Ie them.’’ 

“ lint 1 have heard that you forh'lted tln'm l»y 
rehellion, and were lawfully ejeeted?” 

“ It may he m» — hut I know nothing about it. 
Wliattwcr lia]»])ened, ha|»})ened hefon* J was ])oni. 
(\>mjH‘lIed to toil my. lile through lor uin hr(‘ad, 
s unetimes to heg it. ay, and soim times to steal it 
or forego it, 1 have ]ia<l no lime to iij<|uire, and jk» 
one has eared to tell me.” 

“ Von do not seem so mueli eom*ern(‘d as I (‘x- 
ja’cted. W'oul ’ you not Jik(i to entcu* again u|)on 
tliat ]»leasant land, and look at the dwelling ol* your 
fathers *.> " 

Xo on(‘ ha" invited me. (’omaMMu*'] ! Is tlu 3 
loathed spider, tiiink you, (*oneerned wlaai vou vvijKJ 
it from your gihh-.l eornie(‘s, and cast it out as a 
jM)lluti(m‘* Is the hat<*d re]>tile eonei‘rut‘(l wh(‘n 
you [uit xamr hn)t iip ui it, as too vile t<> he sh(‘l- 
teroxl even in sour dust*.* What matters (uir eon- 
eeru? ” 

riut your ehii Iren — ^perhaps llie time, may eome 
— do you m.)t wish” 

The old man raised liimself from his seat, j>laeed 
his haek against the Innnid wall, Ihs e](‘nel!ed hands 
resting njxm the staif before him. “ ^ly eliihhen I ” 
lie 3nteiTU]>ted me — “1 have said 1 <lid not know — 
YOU say 1 do not eare— hut this J know — ] love my 
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Hiildivn, iiii^ier;il)lo villain as 1 may bn, and tliny 
are sufltTini^, outcast, and despised. Tlic laud tlM‘V 
dwell upon produce's notiiing — tlio returning soas< ms 
bear tliein iiotliing — ^look at tlieiii, umvaslied, un- 
sIumI, and starving. Perhajis if tliey knew what 
th(‘v ar(‘, and what tluy might have* Ijeen, tliey 
wouhl try souk* means to bo reeoiieilod t<> their 
King- but wlio is to instruct tluan ? WIkto are 
thi*y to lind liim ? They are born to misery, and 
tliey will die in ignorance, the innocent victims of 
their fathms^ deeds, and no man comes to Lvlp 
thian.” II(‘ jiaused a moment — th(‘n, with increas- 
ing niounifulness, resunKM.1 — ‘‘The boastful inhabi- 
tants of yond(‘r }dace talk much of their abundance. 
Jb'oudly (‘.\ulting in their . unbought jmssi'ssioiis, 
th(‘y (*ast our forlorn condition in our t»‘eth, and 
weighing our wretchedness against th(‘ir bliss, bid 
us behuld in it the issue of our fathers* crimes. I 
have said I do not know if it be true. 1 do not 
know if fh(‘ir land Ik* as abundant as tlu^y say. 
How should I? They have never iini)ai‘t(*d to me 
of its fruits. I do not know if they are really the 
happy creatures they jwofess to be. How should 
J ? Tiny have iK‘ver bidden me to their hearths. 
lUit if it Ik* that their halls are so wide, and their 
liarvests so ricdi, and their government so heneti- 
ct*nt as th(*y say — ah ! sui*ely there should he room 
enough for these feAV ]K>or ehildren. But none will 
fetch them in.” The father’s voice grew hoarse 
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iritli oniotioii — the clai-k eves ol* tla* cliil- 

(Ircn iiioistcMMMi wiHj a tear; th(‘y knew not wliy, 
hilt (liat thi*ir father wi‘pf. 

I (‘ouM have Avept too — ^l.nit 1 repliecJ. lVrha]).s 
thi‘ Prinee yonr fatliers so imieli offeiKhMl, for1>a<h‘ 
your re-(‘ntran<*i‘ on those lands — jierliaps its ni*\v 
in<*uinh(‘nts hold it on eondition neviM* to admit you 
— or surely they had not so long left you her(‘ un- 
iViemled ? ’’ 

It may 1 k‘ so,’' the old man answered, fixing a 
lo<»k of lorn di‘spair U]»on his ehildriMu ]»aused a 
monuMit — tlien, as if a hopeful tlouht had broken in 
U[uui his sadne , added, I never heard it. 1 have 
heard he IovimI our fatluTs — they who Jov(‘ the 
fatluM’s are not ns<‘d to hate tin* ehildriMi. It may 
l>o so — hut when you go ha<*k again to yondiT halls, 
if you se(‘ that tlu*re is any thing to span* — if ther<‘ 
he room enough in their (‘hamhers and food enough 
on their hoanl, ask if th(*y are forhidden to tak(* in 
my few ])o(U’ ehildren.” 

I'eailers, 1 have fulfilled my commission. If you 
Avere the ]>ossessors of Mime rich te‘m‘m(‘nt, glvi‘n hy 
the sovereign, a- in former times it oft(‘n has hi'im 
in our eountry, the forfiuted ]>roperty of his traitor 
suhjeets to those he inakivs his friends — Avhile you 
enjoy tlie gain of their disloyalty, should you feel 
no pity for their need? Should you lea\’e tlK‘ir 
children to perish at your gates? I he1i(*ve you 
Avould not. TIum’o is nothing more moving to our 
natural feelings, tliun to look oiitlie residue of fallen 
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groatnoiss: if ii suOi‘ring ]>}ui]>ct l>e pointed out to 
iLS as tlio cliiJd of oiu* wlio was of rank and lurtii 
superior to our own, a stronger emotion of j)ity is 
exeited for his degradation ; for we eontrast his 
fortunes with our own, and measure his fall as what 
ours might l>e. Still more, if vou AV(‘re the gainers 
hy that eliaiige, and Ijeld the property that was 
once his fathers', would you not hold out to the 
d(‘j>ri^(Ml and dtgraded (►llspring, some |u)rtion of 
your Avell-spartKl ahundantH‘? Vou Avonhl go out 
of those j>leasant lands to the h](‘ak fon^st 1 h..\e 
d(*serilK‘d, to look for those ]M)or children that U(‘re 
]K‘rishiiig on the Avaste, and bring them in to li\i! 
on your estati^s, and he at least youi* servants? 
Now, la'liev'e me, it is no iietion 1 liave told. Jelio- 
A’ah has a garden that he eultiu'es with espi^'ial 
care, as unlike the lujathen lands that lie around it, 
as the dwi'Iling 1 have ]»ietured to the countiy that 
Avas about it. lie cast out in ang(*r the original 
inhabitants, and ]mt you in uiieariKMl possession of 
what once was tlu'irs. A few of thdr outcast chil- 
<lreii, innocent of their fathers' sin, ignorant of the 
real cause of their degradation, ajid not knoAving 
by Avhat means to be reconciled to their oth'utled 
Alaker, are lying about your streets, aiul lurking 
round your doors, and you have taken no notice of 
them. Vou have not gone to their dwtdlings to 
oll'er them a portion of the Avord of eternal truth, 
on AAhich you feed so richly. And you have not 
sought out their childi'en to separate them from 
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tlirir iiji.seri(‘s, and rear them to a Letter state, he- 
fore liahit lias eoiiiirined tlieiii in their emus and 
reeoncih'd them to destmetioin You know their 
liiinh original — you traee with liv(‘ly interest their 
distant pedigroe, and ar(‘ jirond to (-all yoursehcs 
liy the n init' ol‘ their lathers — it is your boast ami 
glory to <»bserse the law ol* Moses their legislator, 
and Christ who was born ol* them. .AjkI yet you 
iiold these anelent jieople in eontem[d, iiu!i\ idually, 
it' not as a people; ami t'eel no (‘motion when you 
se(‘ them perishing without thosi' moral and religi- 
ous ad\ antage.'' \ <‘U poss(‘ss in sueh rieh ahnndanet*, 
and have never x‘U Ibrbidden to eomniunieate. On 
the contra ry, you know there would he joy in hea- 
ven itself to se<; the ollspring of a. Jb‘bi‘(‘w l«‘eom<‘ 
a spiritual Cliri.^tiau. The oidv way in which an 
inhumanity not natural to our ht‘aits (.‘a,n be air- 
i*ount(‘d for, is thought lessm‘s.s (jf the e/ireumstam*es 
in which we stand resjx'cting these p(‘o]>le, or igno- 
rance of the means by whicli we can amend their 
condition. 

I'hese thoughts wi're suggested to im? when, on 
a late occasion. 1 w«‘nt to list(‘n whcTe the holders 
of tlit‘ rich blessings of the gospel wtu*e assembled 
to consider of the claims of these ]>oor children; 
and dei'jily was my mind struck with the t‘on- 
trast 1 ht'hehl. They were not inde(‘d unfed and 
naked in tlieir land of barrenness, for pity liad 
fet(*]i(‘d tlii'in in — but they were sitting there the 
su]»i)liants for a small share of that which once was 
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all tlioiv own — tlic cliildron of* AOraliani woiv in 
tli(‘ dross ofoliaritv — tlieir liftlo oyos oast down and 
1ill(‘d with toars, vvliilo thoir wants ainl olalins 
wor(‘ iirgod hy thoso who spoko on thoir hohall*. to 
wrinu: a j»oor ]>ittanoo from the ,G;ny (ientile orow<l 
ladoro thorn — i»ay in th<‘ ornam(*nts of snportluous 
W(‘alth, that, sparc'd to them, hatl not hot*!! luisscsl — 
and ^ay in the ('onsoionsnoss of moral ilijj^nity and 
onjoymont of spii*itnal i»‘oo<l, that, di\ idodwith tlK‘m, 
J)ad siD’oly liot lu'cm loss(‘nod. Tlio sinht was to me 
the aro'inm'iit — the scene was its own sntfi< ..nt 
illiistration. Who are th(>s(‘? Who ar(‘ th(‘str? 
AOraham, four thousand years ac:o, worshij>ping 
(»od on the only altar he had uj)on the earth, the 
temple of JerusahMu in all. its s|>l(‘nd(mr, his own 
pres(‘noe shining in the midst, while our unknown 
fort'fathers were wand(‘ring sonunvIiiTc* in the wilds 
of unoultur(*d ignorance, rose to my imagination 
with such impressive r(*ality, ovctv thing that was 
said, or could he said, came short of the s]>ontaneous 
emotion of my hosom, that had alri*ady run through 
tli(* world’s history for an explanation of the scene 
lH*fore me. 

Jn determining to represent to (diristians the 
duty of in.strm'ting Jews in general, and J(*wish 
ehihhvn in ])articular, I have left the grounds on 
which more has been said than 1 can find to say — 
they are in hotter hands than mine — 1 have left to 
otliers the strength of Seri])ture language, and tlie 
niystoi’ious voice of tn’ophecy, and put in the t>lea of 
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frolinu’, justlct*. ;uul liuiiuinity ; lu*oa\isc 1 am writ- 
iiisx iov snmo Avlai may not iin{l(M'stan<l tboso, hut 
must ho a<vt‘ssihl<‘ to tlu*st‘. I <lo not wisli to sui*- 
p,i‘st any ]>aTtioular moasuios or moans; hut mo1a‘ly 
X^} aAvakon in tiu* hosom> ot* my voa<l("rs stuno sharo 
oi* tlu‘ slianu* I tool, (hat I havo noviT any oi 

my tiiiu‘, or talonts, or sii]>orflm>us ox])on(lituro, 1o- 
'Nvards tho c‘hil«lron of Ahraham — that I ha\<‘ not 
yot. ('V(‘n hy a word of jM‘rsuasion, sont a mossonijror 
out from <»ur (diri-^tiaii liall.s, to ask ont‘ <d' tlioso 
f<nv pool* <‘liil<irou to oomo in to tlu* liahitatioiis of 
tlioir fat hors. 



2C8 


TJIE Uwi EXKR, 


No. XIX. 


T X C' O X S I S T E N C I E S. 


Dicii nous (lcvi;loji])e ]H‘u a pen uotri' fou<l qui noiih rtoit iucouiui ; of 
tious soinuu's tous rttouo.s de dtVouvrirj daJis lut.s \rrlus uu'nus dos 
uolsuits dont nous nous dtions crus inoapaldos. connin' uuc* fjrotte 

<jui |i{iroi( .scclic <h' (ou.v cotes, ct d’on I'cau rcjuillil LtmL .1 cnu]» jiar ics 
ciidruilis dout on sc dcliult ie iiioius. 

J'ExMiLON. 


A FUTEXT) roqn(\st(Ml mo, ii short tiiuo sinco, to writ(‘ 
II paper on C<)NSisTEN(n\ J ^vas avoII pIojimmI Avith 
tho siigirostioii ; it is a ])lt‘{isjint tliini*' to have 
snhjoot given, vvhoii evory hudy writ os so nuieli, 
that subjoots are growing soarot' ; I thougid I 
would (juiokly sot about it, aiul iixlito a ]>apor dc- 
soribing tlio beauty, and loveliness, and i‘Xoollonoo 
of f 'OXSISTENCT. But when 1 wtmhl have gone To 
work to paint tho ]K)rtrait,* 1 found inysi‘lf in no 
small dittioulty — for whore was the original ? Had 
I any actiuaintanoc with it ? Had I over soon it ? 
Imagination may make a drawing, but a. ]»ortrait 
it eannot make — and what would it avail mi‘ to de- 
scribe an imaginarv being, whose featiire.s none 
would recognise, when 1 profess to draw always 
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jVoiii iIh* an»l Oosoril*** only wliat T lioar aiul 
Wliat wa*-! to l>o I ooiilO thinly of l»ut 

01)0 wM} of <'nM‘ru:in^ from tin’s p-ivat Oillicnlty. witli- 
oiit )»r(‘akinu’ flio promise J liad given to toneh rli*' 
^nlijeet. If tluM-e were siieli u thing 
i::;( 1 liaO never lieard it <loiihte<l — it nnist 

l)<‘ '-um(‘\vlier(- to ]»e foinul ; wlis not look after it ? 
1 must, of eoui'se. Iiave se<‘n it ofttm, ami my igno- 
ranee of Its (‘\aet featines. ami the ecmtonr of the 
(■ountenam'e altog<‘ther. must h(‘ the nvsult of inat- 
tenti(m or for:i'(‘tfiihu‘ss ? l^liis might h<.‘ repainsl. 
as innoraJK-e mostly ntav. hy diligent research — ami 
I j’esohed that i slnmhl he so. I rt'solvoil to listi'H 
(‘\erv wh<‘ri'. ami look at e\erv thing, ami im|uire 
of(‘\<*r\ liody, till I shoiihl timl my subject, ami so 
ha\e no mor<‘ <lo hut t«> ]»aint the r(?s(*mhlan(*e of 
it. 1 put my jjencil in my j»o(*k(‘t — and my Indian- 
rnhhe!'. lr>t I sjeadd sketeli a h'ature wrong — and 
j.ationt!;. lesolved to delay the portrait till ] had 
siH'U the imlividual. whom 1 did not douht to meet 
’n some of the or<linai*v walks of so<*iety, now that I 
had seri(»us]y s‘‘t nix solf to watcli for lier. The 
gress of my researches is what I wish to disclose to 
my readiTs. 

It ha})pt‘ned, a short time after, tliat T was stay- 
ing in a lioiiso wlioro, without that sort of profusion 
"■]»at intimates ahiindant wealth, there was an air of 
easo ami liberality that spoke ]>overty ecjuaJly dis- 
tant As many siTvants wore k(‘j>t as could do the 
n‘<piire<l s(Tvice well ; but not so many as usually 
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pr(‘V(‘ut its (lone at all. As in\u*li ()niavii(*nt 

was ahoiit tlie house, as i^ave a toTio of elegance and 
C'oinfort to the aj)artnu‘nts ; hut not so nmeh that 
everything ujust he handled up in sacks of hnuvn 
Holland, till soinehody is exjxicted worthy to ]o(.»k 
nj>on it. Tin? dress of the family was gentci*!, jkt- 
haps a lirth? re.chcrvlie ; hut not so as to convey tlie 
idea that tlui great essential of their liappinivss, the 
cardinal virtue of their (*]iara(*t(M*, was to have' tluh* 
cloth(“s heconjing and W(‘ll made. In sliort, the 
Avholt* air of the mansion s(‘(.‘med to say', AVe i nve 
not enough to s(pian(lei% hut we Jiav(i (‘iiougli to 
enjoy. 

It hc*f('ll on an oeeasion, that we — that is, myself 
and the ladies of the family — sate pleasantly (‘ngagisl 
in our morning oceu])ations, about as impoitant u> 
such oecu[>atioiis usually" are — that is, one was inak- 
iiig a frill, and another was nnjuckiiig a frill that 
soinehody I'lse had made — one was making match- 
hoxes for the ehimiiey, and another was making 
inatehes to j)ut into the mateli-hoxes, and so on. A 
jierson was announced who came to soliiat a eoii- 
trihiitiou to some charitahle eft'orts making in the 
neighhourhood for the relief .of indigence, oi- sidler- 
ing of some kind, 1 do not exactly remeinher what. 
The lady of the liousc listened with much civility to 
the ajiplieation ; fully' appi-oved of the ohjeet and 
the ]»roposed means ; wished all manner of siieeess, 
and greatly lamented that her veiy limited income 
did not allow of her doing so niiieli good as she 
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! TJk‘V had (*()lll^iI)llti^d alr(‘a.dy to .sn iu;iiiy 
thiiiiiN tho o]»jo(‘ts (>r |>nvatc‘ cliai'ity that jn-OMMilrd 
i‘.s A\L‘r(‘ so niinioroiis, it was iinpo>- 

sihh* to assist in any new olVorts. The a]>[»li('ani, 
wlio, as ail intimate irieiul ot‘ the family, used the 
iil)ei*t\ of ])er^nasiun, a<rain jioiiited out the mvessity 
of tlie <*ase, and the (liristiaii <luty of dis|>(‘nsijii>- 
what we liold of jirovidiaitial lioimly. The lady I’e- 
plied (‘xtreinely well — spoke fairly of tht‘ heaiity and 
the diitN of charity — adniit(e<l that she did not i^ive 
so mneh as sh<‘ shonhl feel to he rii>*ht, and as she* 
>houl<l lu* ineliiK'd (o, hut that she ai'tnally had no 
ini»r«.‘ to spare- h<'r ineome was oidy suHieii‘nt for 
the jiroprieties ol her eondition— she mon er expended 
any tliinu- uniu‘eessarily — sin* wishi‘d sin* ha<l a f(‘W 
hundreds a-\t‘ar more, ami she would i^ise a ‘►uimx'i 
to this un(h‘rtakin<>' most williiiirly — thi‘n.‘ was no- 
thiuL!' for which slu* so much desired w'(*alth. ^Idien 
turniiiii' to her daughters, she said, I do m>L kuoNv 
liow the girls’ allowance stands — they art‘ ahvays 
anxious to give, and I am sure this is a casein whi<*h 
they would feel deeply iuteresteil — hut they, like 
nivst'lf, cannot do all they wish.” 

“ I really am sorry,” said the ehh*!* daughter, 
hut I have given away evi*ry farthing 1 can jiossihly 
s])are — if I had a shilling left that 1 could do with- 
cmt. 1 should think it my duty to give it on such an 
occasion.” 

I have no money,” said one of the younger girls, 
hut I tun thinking whether I can assist the charity 
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in any other Avay — whetlier i can take any part in 
tlic trouhlc of ]ir(>vi(ling — of visitini^ the” 

“ r ani snr(‘. Julia, yon cannot,” intoi*nij)tc(l lior 
sister; “yon hinnv yon liave nior(» to do alriNady tlian 
yon can get tlirougli. Onr time is taken ii]) with 
so inanv things — it is impossible yon can nnd(‘rtak'<‘ 
any tlnrjg more.” 

“ T believe it is,” ans^vored Julia ; “ l>nt 

this is so ])lai!i]y a case of urgent n(‘(*(^ssity — a duty 
so obvious, that wc ccTtainly ought to aid it in some 
wav. 

“ We ought, if wo could, my dc;ar,” said her 
mamma ; “ but no one is re<j[uired to do more than 
they can. As*it has not pleased Providence to give 
us any superfluity of wealth, much is not re(|uired of 
us. It cannot be our duty to give more than we can 
sjiarc with ])ropriety, and in justi(‘e to onrs(‘lves and 
our families — I am really s<utVj b(*eaus(i I think it a 
]>ro])er case.” 

The contribution was declined, and the visitfu* 
dej)arted. I held my tongue, because T always hohl 
my tongiu*; but T had been thinking all the time. 
T thought it was a pity peojde so charitably disposed 
had so limited an incom(» — T thought how painful it 
must be to them to feel that there was no way in 
which they couhl make their circumstances yield to 
the claims of their sutrering fellow-creatures, Avithout 
tres])assing on the expenditure imperiously demand- 
ed of them by the projwieties of life. And, as my 
secret reflections are apt to excurse very widely-, from 
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tlii' jioint vvIkm'o tlioy lu'ixin. and no ono s]>oko to in- 
ti'iTHpr ino, I wont on to think what is tho roal 
oxtoiit ot* charity that Thnstian j)rin(*i|>lo may do- 
mand of any ono. It is imniodiatoly l>orco])tihlo that 
it (*annot ho to do away with th<‘ distiiu'tions Ih'ovi- 
dono(‘ has madi*, and tlirow from ns tlu‘ advantauos 
and indiiliiiMioos Pro\id(‘nco has t^ivon, and disonahh* 
onrsolvos to sn]»])ort tho ex|>onditin*o rtHjuirod hy our 
station, itsolf a moans of <lisp(‘rsinj^ woalth, and 
avortinii ])o,v(‘rty from tho industrious. A limit, thoro- 
fo)*o. th(‘r(‘ must ho to <‘vory ono’s lila^rality. Ihit ('an 
that limit h(‘ within tin* jwant whori' a (*aM‘ of roal 
want pnvMMits it. olt*, and tin* possessor of Avoaltli can 
commaml, without injustioo or injury to any om*, 
sfunotliini;' to h(‘stow ? i was Just ontiM'ini;' in thon_i»;ht 
njKUi this wido field of rumination, wluui th(‘ ser- 
vant announo(‘(I th(* arrival of a v(‘nd(T of ocTtain 
rar<‘ artioh's of «lr<‘ss and curious wares from abroad 
— thiniis as ]»loasant to tlio eye of tastt* as t(> tliat 
of sanity. Tho vendor was willingly admitted. 
Kvory thini; was examined, many thinits wore wislu'd 
f(»r, a few thinii’s ssoio purohas(Ml. ]\lamma houizht 
some ornaments for th(‘ tahle — tin* ohh'st L»irl hou£>ht 
some ivory windiTs for Iut thn*ad. much ]U'olti(*r 
than tho wooden (uies she liad in use hefore — Julia 
hou.ii'ht a gilded huekle to fasteii luT waisthaiid. 
TIm*s(‘ things were all very pndty — not V(‘ry extra- 
vagant in ]>ri('e — harmless indulg(.me(*s of tast(' — the 
]»rodue«* of soim* on<*’s industry — the su]K*rlluity tin* 
(h'<‘ator has provided means for, and then'iore eau- 
VOL. I. S 
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not di.say)]>roA’o. Liit they AAore all uinieet^Hsarv. Tlio 
one lady had abided nothiiiuf to Iut iiiHuence or re- 
sj>eeial>i]ity l»y tlie oriiaineiits lor her tahl(‘ — the 
second lady had added nothing’ to her eonildrt or 
haj)i)iness l>y exchanging Avooden winders for ivory 
ones — the tidrd lady had added notliing to h(‘r grace 
or beauty by a ucav buckle for her Avaistband. “ I’liei’c- 
fore,” ] said Avithin inyscdf, “ tludr words and their 
actions do not consist. They said there was nothing 
for Avhich they so much valued Avealth as to distri- 
bute it to the necessitous. That was not true — tney 
y)referred to spend it on thcmscdves. said they 

liad not any moiu'y to s|>are, though they lelt stiMUigly 
the claim that was made on them, f'hat Avas not 
true — they C(»uld spare momw tlu‘ first time tlnw felt 
inclined, llad these peoyile said tlu^y had gison in 
charity as large a portion of their incomi' as thiy 
thought it their duty to dcjulve themsi‘lves <»f, and 
Avished to give no more, it ha<l been Avell ; and, 
Avhether right or Avrong, they had spoken hojiestly ; 
but inasmucli as they said tluy wislu'd to gi\ e, and 
regretted that they could not, their AAords and their 
deeds Avere not consistent.” 

Good morning, dear,” said Mrs White to her 
cousin Mi*s Grey, as I chanced to hear one morning 
on the Pai'ade at Brighton ; “ 1 Ikia'c a fa\ our to ask 
of you — our girls ai*c going to have a quadrille J^arty 
next AA’eek — 1 wish you Avould let your young ])eo])lc 
come.” 
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‘‘You know f do not like inv girks to oiitoi’ 
tlioM* things ’’ 

“Nr»t wlitwi it t;ik<‘.s tlioin into juddio, .'ind lomls to 
luihitiial dissipation — ]>iit in jn-ivato partios, and wlion 
you kiKuv ^vhat ooiujiany they mix with, ami wlion 
you aro siu'o thoy will iit*ithor hoar nor m‘o any thing 
(*aloulat(‘d to p<‘rvt‘rt thoir j)rim*iplo.s or ('orrnpt lludr 
minds, it is im|)o>sildo you can imagino anv Iiarm in 
a }>arfy nioroly )u*oausi‘ tlioy <Ianr(‘. W’o shall not 
Jiavo aliovo thiity j»oo]»lo.” 

“ Xo, cortaiidy not lK*<‘auso thoy <lano<‘. dam'o, 
litorallv, is ojdy to iiKn(‘ in a oortain jnisiMirod sti‘p, 
and jump a ot*i't..in numhor of inohos trom tin* gi-ound, 
and go aixuit tho room in a prosorihod lignro. in- 
stead ol* tho iiTogidar hguro and unmoasina^d ]>aoo 
thoy would ohsorvi* wore lli(*y running upon tlu‘ hills. 

T am not so al>sin‘d as to suppos<‘ ila‘i*(‘ can 1 m‘ anv 
liai'in in this moti(m mor<‘ than in any othoi* motion, 
Thcroidro that my girls <lo not oomo, is not moroly 
ktrauso you havo damdng, Imt 1 do not lik(‘tliat soi-i 
of jKirty for thorn at aisy riito. It is a soono of dis- 
jday — an oxhildtion of tho j)orson and ixoitation <»f 
tho mind, that liioy aro IjottiT and liappior wjtla)nt, 
and 1 slioul<l 1>o soiry 'tlu'v arapiiiaMl a tasto foi‘ it. ' 

“ I oatniot think w hy you should (oar tli(‘lr Iniving 
a tasto f<»r an iuiio<'ont amiisomont that all youii.g 
pt‘oplo on joy — ^\ou aro not hringing thorn u]> for tho 
cloistor, I supposo?” 

By no moans: J hrlng thorn uj> to la' agrocahle 
and usoful in sooioty, and thoroforo would not wish 
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to iiiifir tlioin for it — but you cannot ])i‘ot(*n<l to .s.ny 
tluTO is any real cnjoynu'nt of soi‘ii*ty, any JJiontal 
iinprovciiKMit t(» bo (‘Xpocto«b or bcno\<>]ont i‘oi‘lin<> 
to bo cnlti\at(‘d, in tlicso juirtios?” 

“ IN‘i']iaps not — J ciimiot sa} tli(T(^ is — but at Joa^t 
tlioro is nn barm.” 

“That is not so certain — I a]>]>r(‘]ion'l a i oat 
(bsil of barm may bo done. A ,i>roat many wroui* 
fot‘lin<i’s art* t*xcito(l — if tboy are niticli notierd. and 
liavt* tbo best pjirtiiors, vanity and s(?lf-osto(‘m art* 
('xt'itod — if tbt‘y s(‘o tdb(‘rs Micc(*t‘dinL;‘ bt‘tt(‘r, jea- 
lousy is t‘X<*i tot 1 : jt‘alousy, anti vanity, and st'll- 
ostoom, are sins, and in all sin tboro is barm. Then 
tb(‘rt* is St) mueb tbtniirbt anti cart* al)ont wbat tbt*y 
art* tt) wear, anti btiw tbt*y shall lt>t)k, anti wbat will 
be tbt)n,ubt of tbein by stran,<j:ors — a, set of pooplt*. in 
nlittst* appn)bati<»n t)r atlbetit)ns tbt*y can nt*ver lintl 
eretlit or atl\an(ai»t*, wbtun tboy cart* notliijii** abttnt. 
anti tt) wbt)m, tberefore. J would nt)t have tbeni fot*l 
anxit)ns tt) t't>iiinit‘ntl tbemst*lvos bv sneb fat*titious 
means. Tbt*y art* eontentt*tl now with ])leasini^ tlnist? 
wbo Unt>w anti lt>vt^ tbem, anti in whose studt'ty tbt*y 
tintl atl vantage — T ntudd rather tbt*y ditl nt)t conn* 
tt» you tt) aetpiire new tlesiros, and divert their minds 
fnan nnnv rational ])ursiiits.” 

1 wt)idtl ut)t ])i*rsiiatb* yon auainst yt>ur wisbt*s — ^ 
1 know \t)ur st)rt t)f relig-ion forbids you to ct)nft>rm 
to wliat you call the practices of tbo woi'bl — but I 
do nt)t ])ori‘t‘etly nntlerstainl tt) which of its practices 
you do. ami to which you do not, object.” 
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Tlio Indit's ])art(‘(l. ]\lrs Grey ami inyscir walk^'d 
lioim: to liml tlio a oiing ladies, to >vlioin tluMr inanmia 
iiK‘Utioiu*<I wliat had ])asse<l. 'I’liey ,t;av(* entire a^M^nt 
to her oj»inion^ ; SjKjke with more vt'htMiienee and 
less modenition apiinst th(‘ vanity and \vi(*k<‘dn(‘ss 
of such a.inus(‘ments — pitied t]u‘ir eoiisins’ eoi'riipt 
]»rojK*iisiTi(‘s, and <leraile<l half-a-dozt‘n instanees ot* 
tli(‘ spirit (d einidation, ami <*(mt(‘nti«m. ami «lisplay, 
exei’cised in j»artit‘s of the kind ; and tluMi tln^y talked 
about renoiineini;' tlie wnrhl, and its pomps, ami its 
delusions --an<l tlie sjarit of s(‘li-i‘enuneialion, m(‘ek- 
m'ss, and humi* that eoidd only he maintained 
away from seeiii's of dissipatiofi, rixalry, and display 
— and s<i (HI, and s<> on — and I thoiinhi the\ talked 
nneommonlN nell, only ralh(*r too last ; partienlarly 
as m)hod> was disjjosed to eoniradiet tln'm. 

r ohs(‘rv(*d. ho^^evel^ that they were lemarkahly 
hnsy all the tiim*, as if in tlu‘ act of preparing*: hn’ 
someth in ij:. 

“ aMamma,” said Charlotte, ‘‘ha\e you hrouiiht 
the Howers for our h<mm*t.s 'J'* 

“No, my deal', lait ue will send Idr them.” 
“Well, hilt we mu^t mak(; ha^t<‘ — the meetinir 
hi‘irins in an lnuir or ami we shall not h(‘ 

ri*ady — rine: the hell.” The hell was not answered. 
“ lliiiL^ attain.” Tlu‘ hcdl broke — that was the hell- 
han_e‘<‘rV fault. “ When* is JolinV” — “.John is none 
(Hit, ma’am.” — “ F[ow tiresome I thi‘n Hetty must 
o’o. " — “ Hetty is about Miss (.Miarlott<‘’s pelisx* that 
must he done to put on this jnorniny.*' — “ as e\er 
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any filing* so provoking! — tlion, cook, yon nuis go/’ 
— “ I am just ]>ul;ting doAvn the meat, miss, and can't 
leave it/’ 

“My d(‘ar,’’ said jSIrs (livy, “yon can wcai yoiii 
honncts as they are.” 

“ No, mamma, that is impossihh‘ — we had 
not go at all.” 

“Then yon must f<‘tch them yonr>elv(‘s.” 

“ Y(‘s, and how ar(‘ we to lie ready */ Every body 
will he tlu'iu^ hefore us. Things always hii]>pei.‘ so 
contrarily 1” 

An<l now a (‘erfain rjiiaidify oi* ill-huinour, and a. 
coiisi<lerahh‘ ((uantity of' imjiatienci', wer(^ inanitested 
on all sides. JManima blamed tin? girls, first lor 
thinking about their dress at all, and then for not 
having thought of it sooner. The girls wondtTeil 
their mamma had not brought in th(‘ Howers. dolm 
was blaiiKMl for not being at home when he had 
been seni out — Hetty was blainetl for bi.'ing Imsy 
when she had been s<*t to work — the cook was 
blaimsl foi* di'e.ssing the im*:it, th<mgh no one, as 
1 belii‘\e, meant to go without their dinner. Tlie 
ladies wi'ri* what, in domestic jilirasisdogy, is calleil 
pvt out; and, wimn that takes place in a family, 
it <loes nor signity wlio to blame, or what the 
matter is — e^'ery body must submit to be in the 
wrong. 

Time imaids all things. The young ladies went 
to the anniversary of some charitable society in the 
town — and the young ladies came home again. 
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my doars/" said Mrs (Jroy, ‘Miow liavc 
yon Ikm'I) |)l(*asod?^* 

“ Tol(M“d)ly,'’ r(*|>liod Ann : “l>nt wo w(*ro so lat(‘, 
and irot siufli had soals — 1 (*oid<l iiof onjoy it at all. 
Do you know that th(‘r<» AV(‘r(' thoso Miss Drowns in 
tlu‘ Slrt‘(‘t. sittinn’ Ix'lon' ns in tho host soats 

— an<l thoy wonhl not inako r(»oin lor ns, though 
th<‘y kii<‘W vorv v.(‘11 wh(» wo wor<‘. A yiasit many 
]XMi|»l<‘ put tlH'ms(‘l\a*s forward who ha\t‘ not dtnio 
half so miu'h fov tho t‘harity as avo havo.’* — “ Doar, 
yos," said (’hai'lotto, “and I ha<l surh a Aukrar wo- 
man n«‘\t me— '-ho would spoak to nn‘, and I Avas 
(juit(‘ afraid los! poojdt* should think I know Ium-.*' — 
“And. mamma, tho throo Miss Dlaoks w<‘ro thor<* — 
thoir stM'vauts AAorc* in suoh uay liAorios it mad(* 
UK* f(‘(‘l a'-liaiuod of dohirs old <*loth(vs. Julia Dlaok 
AA'as Aoiy I’udo (o mo — hut I took <*aro to ho ((uit(‘ as 
rmlo (<» hor — lor I think mysolf of as muoli <*ons('- 
<|U(‘n<*o as sh<* is.” — “ lauly J>n1f Avas thoro — I Avish 
Avo o(»uhl haA(‘ irotton up to spoak to hoi- — jx'oplo 
mA)<t haAt* thonizht avo hijonsrod to nohody.” 

“ Thoso Avho kiK'AA' yon, had iu> oooasinii to think, 
my doar: and t!ios«* avIio did not. a?*(' not of muoh 
oonso<jm‘no4‘ to yon. . l»ut yoii liavo not tuld mo 
Avhat you hoard.” 

“(), AA’o hoard a txroat doal of t^ood — 1 Avoudor 
my o<msin Wliitos Av<‘ro not thcTo — Tinn‘h hott<‘r Ihr 
tln'iii tliaii ir<»in”: to halls — it Avas a v(‘ry intorostinii' 
mootinir ; hut thoro aamto not so many j>o«»p|(‘ (»f 
cons(‘(juonoo thoro as last yoar — tlu'so thinijs ahvays 
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go ofl*. Tliore wtTO soiiio oxen ‘I lout — it 

VL*X(‘(1 me to hear tliut <liMigreeal»Je man \va> so 
j'mio to us onee at tlu? eommiftet*, so V(‘i v nuieli aj»- 
])laii<le(l — I <juite hate that man; hut he imule l>v tai 
the most stMisihle ami religious sjkmh'Ii/' 

To that eount‘xi<ni of i(h‘as. Avliieli, on the J‘ej»eti- 
tioii of a single wonl, hriugs haek to meniorv all with 
whieh it has sometime heeji asso<‘iate<l, it Avas. (haihr- 
Jess, owing, that I, at this moment, thought of j)om|»s, 
ami delusions, ami ineouforinilies — anti self-siih- 
j(‘(‘tion, ami m(H.‘lvness, ami humilit\ — ami love <;f 
aj»|n*oi»ation, and fear of ojuiiion, and ri\ah'v, and 
eontention ; and a grt‘at many otht^r things that hatl 
not mm‘h to do with the dinner Avt‘ Aveitr t‘ating, ta- 
tin* mei'ting we amtc* talking of. Had JMrs AVhite 
het‘n there, a ]>art of her douhts had heen sol\ed at 
least — for though she had nut h‘arin‘d what it was 
of tin* worhl the Miss (Jr(*ys’ religion taught tlieni 
to renounee, she had certainly discovered what it 
Avas not. Is it tin* practice of the w'orld, or its 
spii'it, that stands most oj>]>ose<l tt) ri‘ligi<»n A\a,ils 
it any tiling to renounee the one and keep the other 
I saAV no (N INSIST i-:Ni’Y between the morning's dis- 
eourst* and the evening's, e.\cej>t in volubility of 
sjiei'ch. 

I was visiting lately a fri(*ml in the* count i-y; a 
rational gc>od sort e>f Avoman ; the (pieeii, by long 
establisln*d courti*sy, of a pojiulous village, where 
nobody thought themsedves eif moj’e eonse 4 Ue*iice 
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tlifni lu'r.solf. Slio liad luvii a mtv liaj*|)y woman 
all liiT lift*, and mii»lit liavo continiu*!! so to tlio md 
n1* it, lia<l slic not lioon distiirlK*d hy tin* conducl 
of lior iioii'lihoin's, and (attain dis(H*<lL‘]‘s that ha<l 
lu'oktMi out in tin* villant*. All Tanly licity IhilTs 
s(H'rows t*n‘w oul of lu‘i* warm atlarhimMit t(» tho 
(''hnrcli of England, and vory siis(*o|>til>](* a\oi>ion 
to o\<‘j-y thing that looko<l ]ik(‘ a dopartiin* fi'oni its 
rnlos. oi‘ a dissont from its opinii.nrs. Somc^ of lior 
noighhoiirs, and ommi tin* onrato of tin' parish liim- 
M‘lf, .\MT(‘ lu'ginning to disturb h(‘r pt'aco by mani- 
fcsling most dangorons symptoms ol* dissoni. 'Fho 
fornn‘r, in s]>if- »>(' her ojipt^vition, jM.*rsistt‘d in toarh- 
ing gr(»\vn ]»i‘oplo to road, and oollorting ohihhi^n 
into Sunday SoliooK — moans diro<*tly tonding to 
make* sootai'iaii'N <»f fhom. Somo had o\on gono so 
far as to road fho liibh^ to tin* sick and dying poor, 
and draw thoir attention to tlni otornal world --a 
dangiTous ononiaohmont on the rights of the osta- 
lilishod ministry. Nay, sindi Avas the spirit (»f dis- 
sent amongst them, it was biM’oming a common 
thing to hear religion sj)ok(‘n of in society, and 
theological subjeets discussed at table. Ihit what 
couhl slay the infection, when the minister himself 
Innl caught it, and actually took part in a Jlible 
Society, refused to go to tln^ Assembly-rooms, and 
administered the saeramental (‘inblems to three or 
four jieople at a thin*, without r(*ading tin? aj>|)oinre<l 
Avords to t‘ach one separately? I'hen the jm»ui' — 
the very j)oor — had cciine into the work of sub\er- 
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sion : slio linrl heanl with hoi* own oars a <1ay-]a- 
boiiror sinu^in^ Toi^lajly*?^ Innnn.s as luj sat a. <rmn<‘r 
undor a. liaystaok : ami slio liad soini with lior own 
evos a wasliorwoniaii I'c^adinir a ti-aot, as slio pansod 
to rost h(‘r hnndlo on a inilostom* by tho roadside*. 
Tho riiiirinir of tin* ohnroh-lxdls on a Idnirsday 
ov(*niim- totally suspomh‘<l her ajipotito — on a W(‘d- 
n(‘sday or h'riday. provid(*d it woro at (‘lovon o\*look, 
ami tlM*ro won* no seTinon. it was not obs('rv<*d to 
have* tlio saim* otloot. Laely i>otty had Lmait ros])oot 
for tlio anthoris(‘d vorsion of tho S(*rij»tnn*s in-]>»o- 
p<*r tiim* and place* : for instance* — any part of it on 
tho Sunday, or tlu* IVop(*r L(*ssons on any day — but 
if sho chanced to s(*o a Jliblo in the kit<*lM‘n window 
that ]o<»ke*d as if it ha«l niov(*d since* Sum lay, or in 
lior children’s hands aft<‘r th(*ir l(*sson Innl b4*('n said, 
the s])octro of diss(*nt rose* inune*eliate*ly te> he'i* af- 
ilict(*el vision, and h(*r conce*rn for tho Kstablislum*nt 
toe>k no re*st till she* had .suppr(*ssod tho innovation. 
Te> hiun a ])salni-tuno eui a Wi*e*k el.iy, to like* an e*x- 
toin]toro se'rnion, to r(*fus<‘ a e!:aim* of carels, ew to bo 
she^ckt*el at tho use* of an ae*cieU*ntal oath, woro thiiics 
sho lu*Iel (*spe*e*ially, ami about (*(jually, dan<::(*rous to 
tho Cdnirch — tho frie'ud who was convie*ti‘el of e‘ithcr 
lost hor ost(*e*in, and tho sorvant whei was suspoctoel 
of oithor lost hor cenifidemce*. 

Vartly fi'oin ]»artie*ij)ation in hor love of the 
Church, ami ]KU*tly from tho ti*mle.*rnoss I always 
ha VO for tho hone*st /.(*al that takers friirht o\e*n at 
tin* buirboars of its own iinai’inatie)]) when they socin 
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to oiidariaer tlio tiling it loves, T liavt' fi‘lt a 

^i*(‘at (K‘:i] for Tijidy Betty’s sorrows, 1 not ob- 
serve*] tlMT(* were' times and eiivumstauees in nln<*b 
her resjurt for the (Minivli, and its d(‘eisions, and 
its wis*]om, was eonsidiM'ably a)>ated. I’ln* esta- 
blislusl rern;i<»n itas ap]>ointe<l tln‘ <*elebration oi‘ tin* 
Sabbath, ami t'lijoin.s on its im^inbers to atteml those 
a|»])oiiitni<‘nts strictly — it or<b‘rs all si^cnlar atl'airs to 
be sn''|»(‘n<b‘d — the sale <d* the m‘cessari*‘s of lile to 
b(‘ fi»i'b<n*n(' — tin* uniUM*(‘ssary labour of man and 
beast <lisja‘nsi'd witli — the amus(‘im‘nts of* tin* i<lle, 
as wt‘ll as th*‘ toils <>f the industrions, to be Mij)<‘r- 
s**!]ed by publ manileNtatioiis <»!' religious reve- 
rejK'c. an<l ]ti*i\ate exerci"** of <levoti«m. Lady Betty 
wa'^ of allot li<‘r niiml : she ('ouM make* a, better* use 
of tlii^ <lay than that t*» whi<*h the Llinrch Iras as- 
sii:;ned it. It was tie* best day of tin* si*\(‘n for 
traxelliim. b(*can>o tin*?*** W(‘i'e few(‘i* things on tire 
roa<l, and tli<*i*** was not much else to b(‘ <lone — ex- 
<‘ej)l the iKM'npations t(* whi<*b tin* Liiureh <b‘Vot«‘«l it, 
and the\ were of n<i eouse*|in‘nce. She w«»nld go 
to tin* mornin<i’ service, ami so miLdit InT childn'u, 
if tiler*' \\as iioiliimj^ t«> pi*ev**nt — that is, if tln'io 
b:i*l not falh'U a show*'!* in tin* night to make it 
*lamp ; *>]• th*‘r*‘ was n*>t a eloml in the h*‘av<‘ns tliat 
might pi'odu**** a show**!* by an*l by ; or sh<‘ ha*l not 
"lopr to»> Jat*‘ to b<! ready within t<‘n minnt*‘s aft*‘r 
tin* b«‘lls ha*l *lone ringing, Tw*» st^rvices ar** *«t*- 
*l**r*‘d ; but sin* h<*l<l tin* secoml altog*‘th*‘r snp**r*fhi- 
ous — tin* *-arriag**, ami of e*»ursi* tin* Jiorses, and of 
course the servants, wen* always rc(|iiir**d at tlir<-*e 
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o’clock f(n* li(‘r ciistom;n'v (Irivc. Slic likc<l ortlcv 
<lox rcliiiion iii iiit\‘rior ]»coj>lc, jn'o\ i4c<l jihvavs it 
<li«l not intrrfcn* witli tlic ortliodox iiTc]iiL:i<in — tlinf 
i."! tf) say, tlic com (‘nicn(*(‘ of tlicij* sii|»(*ii<»rs. Slic 
<li<l not <lisa|»]n*ov<‘ of her S4‘rvants n’oino- to ('hun'h — 
lait it as seldom convcni(‘iit t<» spar(‘ tluMii. Arti(*h‘s 
A\ci‘(‘ purchas(.‘d 1‘roni Ikm- trades] )Co]dc on Suialay — 
the law is oth(‘i‘wise. luit it was (*onv(‘iiient. l*ers(His 
wcjc emplnyrd t(> rt‘t<*h things, and <*ari‘V thiiiii's, 
and do tilings, on the Sald>ath, in direi't o|»]M)sitioii 
to th<‘ hnv's command that they shoidd he at cliiiich : 
hut this too was conveiiitMit. 4’h(‘ (’hurch has 
issued a (^atechism for the instru('ti(»n and guidance 
of the young, and Lady Hetty’s cliildivn w(‘re most 
candully taugld it, and made to rt‘])oat it — hut they 
were not taught, nor indeed allowed, to follow or 
htdieve it. Tludr mother wouhl ]iav(‘ thought them 
very superstiti(»us liad they fearisl th<‘ intlu(‘nct‘ of 
an evil s]»irit, and very im*thodisrical had they t‘X- 
})eet(‘d tlu* influence of a good sjmit ; sin* would 
liavo heen much ve\<*d had they grown uj» with a 
contemj)t for the vanities of life to which she r(‘ared 
them, or a distaste for tlu‘ pom]>s and sjdendours 
she ta\ight them to asj>ir<* to. The artieU*s of the 
(liristiaii faith, as explained hy the Churcli, she 
would not allow to he so much as named hefore 
them, lest it should ])ut i>dd notions into their 
lieads ; ami in resi)ect to the keei)ing of all (lod's 
commandments — that might ho very well, according 
to her own inter])retation of th(‘m, hut not accord- 
ing to that of the Church, given in the Catechism : 
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for tli(*y AViM-i* l>y jn-ocrjit aiul exaiiipK* tauiilit to 
<*oiisi<li*r tlMMr oAvii a<l\aiita»'<* first, their iieioli- 
Itoiir's heiK'fit M‘eoii»l, aii<l (iio<rs r(‘<niireineiits la^f. 
TIk'V weie to olt<*y lawful authorities wluui it was 
^lani^eious or <lisrt‘putal>le to <h> otluTwist* — l>ut to 
eireumxeiir the law, to evade it, <u* j'urti\»‘ly t<> de- 
fraud tli(* reveuu«‘, Av<‘re <laily ]U*aetie(‘s. '^rhe\ 
ijiiiiht ii(»t tell a lii*. so ealled ; Imt they weic* taught 
to foil as uiauy indiroet ones, l»y false !a*pi<‘senta- 
tious, fals<‘ e\(‘ust‘s, false p(»litetu‘ss, as iiULiht suit 
tluMf j»urj>ose ; aixl in ri'Sjieet to shmdc^r, twil-speak- 
jn-_>-, unkind and inahwoleiit feelings, if they w<*re 
e\ er ehoelv<‘d in tln‘se, it was <inly keeause <'hildren 
should not he ein*ourai:'e<l in them : daily proof 
was hctoiv tlM‘ir <‘yes, that when they eeas<*d to he 
ehildre!!, flxMa* wouhl l»e no harm in th(‘se thiiiLfs. 
"flu* (diureh has ap]M»inledi e(‘rtain times for the 
eeh'hratioii of the I^ord's Su[»]>er, and earnestly t‘X- 
liort.s hi'r ni(‘inhers to be ])resent th(*rr*, and duly to 
receive it. Hon* Lady Hetty <lissents aiiain — she 
ean only attend onoe a-Aear, or Avhen she happens 
to haAe a leisure w<*ek — that is, a Aveek free fr<Mn 
e<mimon enii’ai4<‘ments, to ]>repare iierself for the 
eereimmy. In oj»inions it were (*ndless to tra<-e out 
the ditfereiiees — the (‘luireli tea<*hes her perpetually 
to rep<‘at iij juihlie, that she is a ruined and eoi- 
rupt<*d creature, needinii’ the inti*rh‘renee of ilixine 
ii’raee to reconcile li<*r to (iod, and make her nn‘«*t 
for er<‘rnify — but sin* iiisi'^ts in ])i'ivat<* that sh»* is 
a good sort of a person, and tliat her ac^tuaiiitaiiee 
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aix* vcTv "00(1, and iiolwdy is in iit^ed oi' (^oin orsiou 
Init papists aiid ])a"aiis, and iioImmIv in n(H‘d oi' iv- 
]>L‘ntaiu*o l)iit drunkards and juckjMx-kots. In short, 
1 ooiild not Ik* long with Ladyllotty, without ]»(‘roeiv- 
ing tliat she dissiMits IVoin tlie Kstahlisliod (Mnirch 
in opinion, in ])ra<‘tic*e, in <‘V(‘rv thing : and thoro- 
lore is not consistent in her fears ior it. 

“jMannna/' said litth‘ Julia, to her inotlier, one of 
niY intimate friends, ‘‘ what is the rt^ason you ANoidd 
not let us jday at cards last night, wlieii we want(‘cl 
to amuse our little party — ^\ou let the hoy.s ]»lay at 
niarhles — I should like to und<‘rstand the ditlen^nee?'' 

“The dillerence,” rej)li(jd my friend, “isalimrst 
too iiic(‘ for you to perceive — ^}et th(‘r(‘ is a dilfer- 
(‘iice, and pei‘ha])s 1 can make you understand it. 
]\larhh‘s is the game of our childhood, and in no 
danger of hecoming the j)assion of our later years. 
It is also a game of skill and jiot ol’ chance ; what 
Ave win, therefore, is in sonu* siuisi* earnt‘d, an<l cou- 
secjuently ours ; Avhich it is not honestly, wht‘n we 
come into ])oss(*ssion l)y the chances of tin* game. I 
should, howcA'cr, object to. playing at marbles, or 
any thing else, for money, lest it should induce a 
love of gambling that AA'ould soon transfer itself to 
other ventures. Cards are generally playi'd for 
momw. They might be a most innoiamt amiisemejit 
in childhood, were there no danger of their becom- 
ing the taste of the Avoman, ami Avere there nothing 
to be Avon or lost by the game.” 
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I>iit wlini, luaiimm,'' said the littlo gul, ‘‘In tlie 
lianii of winnihii: or losinpr?'* 

If you win, wliat \on is not lionostlv voiirs 
— y<ju lu'itlior yarn it, nor d<.•scT^'o it, nor rocoiM* ii 
as a volnnlarv iiift — it is not tlu.‘r(‘roiv a, lawful pos- 
session. Tlielaw of man <loes not eonsi<ler it so, sinee 
the i'!im(‘ster is not <>l>liged to pay his (h'hts; an<l 
thi‘ law of (omI, I lK‘lie\(‘, >\ouhI still less e(»nsi<ler it 
so. 'J'his apj)t‘ars a small mattiM*. ^^hih‘ the snm is 
sjiiall — Imf then* is no limit to a moial maxim of 
this soi't — a litlh* and a litth‘ a(hh“<l, and the sum 
hee<imes a lar^e one. M'he yet ii'reati'V e\il is the 
feelinuf (*xeite<i whih* you j>lay —tin* eaueniess, the 
anxiety, the teiiijier, tlu* im]>atienee, aiid the ultimatt* 
\‘eAation — it is imj>ossihh* to see a j»arty ofehihlreii 
[day at t'ards for m(»n(‘\, niul not ]K‘reeiv(‘ thi*s(.‘ (d- 
h'et*^, (‘\en more ol)viously than amoiiLi' t‘lder p<‘oph‘j 
heeause th(‘y haM* less eontro] o\(‘j' their emotions 
to snj)press or conceal them. All thi‘se nnnatni'al 
slimiilants to [)assions, th«*se inor1)id stirrinus of tin; 
spirits, ari* destnictivi* to the simple, calm, aiul inno- 
cent d(‘lights of cliihlhood, ami en*ati\e ot* a desire 
for excitation, which the duties and ordinary enjoy- 
m(‘nts of aft<‘r life an* scarcely likelv to supply. 1 
had th(‘ same reason for not alkminit you to put your 
money into the raille. 1 considered that tlie leelin.^' 
of pleasure which wouhl attend your winnimi’, or of 
]»ain in losing, would ho equally injurious to the 
mind it at-ti'd on, as arising from no h‘gitiniate cause 
of pain and ])leasure : Lesides that the desire of win- 
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muir — and If tlinre worn no <]osiro to 'win, tliovo 
would l>o no pleasure in ]>layine — must 1>(‘ iLiTatitio<1 
at tlu* oost oi* your antaijonist. A most dangorous 
ta^^to to cultivato. is tlio dosirt* of sneroeding at Jin- 
oIIut’s cost, and tliat without .*iny superior merit or 
exertion of our own.” 

Here tlu* eonviTsation ended. T thought the mo- 
tlu‘r's remarks very sensible and just, and indispn- 
tahly applicable to the y(‘ars of childhocMl, whatevcT 
tliey might be later: but a surprise awaiti'd ^u \ I 
Iiad be<‘n invitcsl by my fri(‘nd to accom])any tier tlie 
following day to tlu* school at which lu*r (*ld(*r daugli- 
ters were educating, to be pres(*nt at the distJ’ibiition 
of prizes. As soim* of my r(*ad(*rs ha\e inferr(*d, 
from my foruu*r remarks on the subject, that 1 <lis- 
apju’ove of ]n*izes altogether, T may take this oj)]>(u*- 
tunify of assuring tluun 1 <lo not. Reward is the 
natural fruit of merit, aiul I would have it ever be 
its attendant. In a s(*hool or elsewhere', T would have 
each one* rewar(h*<l according to th(*ir merit. I>ut 
it should be their abstra<*t, not their com|»arative 
success — a prize* tor reaching some' given peant, not 
for emtstripping. withemt e*tlort, a h'ss com|)etent but 
as willing e*omj»etit«»r. This by the Avay — fe>r what 
1 w'e*nt te) s(*e is by no means te) the j>oint. 

When we hael j)assed the stone* wall and iron gate* 
by Avhie'h the e*orru[>tie>ns eef the we>rld are sujeposeel 
to be e*xclueled from minels not sutliciontly matuivd 
to re*sist the*m, we* Ave're she)wn inte) the hall eef this 
mausie.)n of education, already croAvde«l with the young 
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oaTulidntt's for lionoiir or vt'ward — as yc't 1 know 
Ji<»t wliioli. T]i(‘V wor(‘ tlicir irayost <lr«‘ss, ainl tho 
aj>artnu‘nt was dockocl as for fi'stivity.; but it tli<l 
not sti-lkt* ino tl)at tlu* oountoiiancos, as I oxamiiu-tl 
tlioiii sU(*ros,siv(‘ly, woro <‘xa(*tly a fostivi* asj»c‘«'t — 
tlu‘r(‘ was an oxj*r<‘ssion <»f painful an\it‘ty in most, 
an<l in tlios(‘ tliat lia<l an air t»f ooiiti(U*nt i:ait‘ly, it 
<ii<I not t<» sit alto«*ctIit‘r easy. 'J’lioi'o was not 

«UM* aiuoiii*' tluMii 1 ooubl liavo solootoil as tin* pif'turo 
of coiKM'ious uiorit waitin.ir its roward. J bo^^an to 
.np])ivbi‘n(l that, by sonir stranu^t* niisriianro, not 
ono ainonir tlicin tlioii<;lit slio rouJd niaki* y'oo<l lii‘r 
<*lainL 'J'bo ooi juony begun, and tlio nanu‘s of many 
wlmv t*alb‘d in suoi'ossion. As eaeb young lady board 
bor own, a vi\id oxprossion of pl(‘asurc‘ j)ass(Ml ovor 
b(‘r foaturos, but tboy soon resumed tb<‘ pi‘(‘\ious 
<'\]>n‘ssiou of anxiety ; wbile tbos(‘ wlio <lbl not b(‘ar 
tboir names, ebanged tboir air c»f <loubt to one of 
sullen despondeiiey. 1 bogged to know tbo meaning 
of this ]>ro<*oo<ling, and wjis informed that tbf>se 
vvliose naiiK's were not eallod, bad, on pr(‘N ions exa- 
mination, been found ml<leser^ing to be arlmitted as 
comjietitors for n ward. Notbing eoubl be more 
just than that tb(»se wJio bad merited no n*eompense 
should expert none, and receive nont^ — tljougb I tlid 
not perceive why they sboiibl have been ke]»t to this 
tim*^ in ignorance of tboir exclusion ; the liarassment 
of um'crtainty ami susjiense not being considered 
j»arti(*ularly good for the susceptible sjiirits of ebild- 
liood. Tb(‘ moi'e deserving e<uijj»ctitors w(?r(* now 
VOL. T. T 
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jiumlx'rofl, and an oqual nuinlH‘r of ovnainontod card^^ 
w(*n* j)nt into a most portontoiis l)ai»: <>^ bri<;lit idm* 
satin. Now airain I was a littio ])uzzl(*d : tlu'ro wc*ro 
liftoon Jadios of this non-ext*lu<h‘d (dass — ^tlioy wovo 
of dilioront ai^(\s, and most likcsly of \orv diffortmt 
attainments — })ut to all appearanci* tlu‘y must ho of 
exactly c<pial merit, for the saim* hag* received all 
the canls, and the <‘ards that wmit into the hag were 
all alike. As my old trick of listening could avail 
me nothing, where the most profound and suspt'iisive 
silence ]>revaih‘d, 1 was obliged to betake myself to 
guessing how this could Ixj. My best conjecture was, 
that ti-i avoid all rivalshi]>, every deser^'ing ]>u]>il was 
to lune a prize proportioned to her individual merit, 
and that, though my e\'e couhl not j>er(^eiv(t it, there 
must be written on each card the name of a lady, 
and the prize adjudged to her. It is true I did not 
(‘xactly s(*e how these de(»rees of justica^ were to tind 
their way o\it of the blue satin bag into the fingers 
of the rightful ] assessor ; unless Merlin, or Kater- 
f(dto, or some other of the conjuring tribe, weia* 
hid<len at the bottom of it, while each in succession 
thrust in her little hand. What was my surprise 
when, out of fifteen ladies who had been jironoiin- 
ced deserving of reward for tludr improvtMuent in 
music, the occasion of this first lottery, one only 
gained the jirize — not )>y merit, or talent, or industry, 
superior to her com]>etitors, but by the accident of 
putting her fingers on the right card — while all tlu* 
rest, though judged desi‘rving of reward, were to 
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suffer the disappointment of excited exj>cctatiou, and 
*see another enjoy the recompense to which their <»wn 
claim had heen admitted equal, and perhaps was 
known to he supiTior ! I neetl not descrilK* the re- 
peated (M’remony — one after another the lotteries 
went on — for each ditierent hranch of education. 1 
turned to my friend wlien the cer(*mony eoneludeil, 
and askt'd her how slie could sutler tin* minds of her 
children to he thus acttnl upon — their ftH'limrs thus 
senselessly excited — the very spirit and esseiu*e of 
traniinii^ thus instilled ? SIh* said it was tin* cus- 
tom of the school ; and she laid ni‘ver thouij^ht of 
any harm ther. could he in it. 1 nanindtsl her of 
the c<»nv(‘rsatiori of tlu‘ precedintt evenini^ with lu*r 
little Julia, and remarked on the inconsistency of 
her ki'cn ]»erception of danger in the one (^ase, with 
her blind inscuisihility to it in the other. For my 
own part, tliis syst(*m si»eim*<l to ni<‘ sucli an outragi* 
ujv<in common sense, that on any evidtaure hut fact, f 
could not hav(* heli<‘v<*<l any rational gov(‘rness could 
iinent, or any candid parent suffer, sucli a practice. 
When all was ov«t, I made es]>ecial inquiry into the 
results ; and J found one girl, wlioni J knew to he hy 
no means the hest, latlen with ]>rizes, exultingly set- 
ting olf to her home to exhibit proofs of an advance- 
ment she had not made, and display la*!- triumph 
over coin])anions she liad by no means equalled. I 
saw another, an industrious, clever irirl, going off, 
with tearful eyes and suddemsl spirits, without a 
sinirle testimony of good eonduet or recoin ])ens<.; of 
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exertion ; tlioiigli she had been wortliy of drawing for 
every prize, and of all tlu‘ s<‘hool had best deserved 
to be so. 

We eontenin the wisdom of our ancestors, who, 
when tlu‘v could not d(‘eide tlui iiic‘i*its of a. cause, 
referr(‘d it to the decision of Heaven by some su- 
perstitious ordeal. Do the ladies who su]K'rintend 
these schools really believe that fortune will res])t‘ct 
the merits of their ]»upils, and do tluw so intend to 
teach them? Or — more probable result, and yet 
mon‘ dangerous lesson f<»r their aftt‘r-lif(‘ — do they 
mean to te.'ich them that succ<‘ss goes by hap, and 
not by nuTit ; that it is better to he lucky than 
wise ; that to win a }>rizc* is easier than to earn it ? 
We doubt not that many of our readers who are not 
in these secrets, will think tlie ])ractice so sti*ange a 
one, we need not to have sj>ok(‘n so much about it. 
I should have thought so too, did J not know that 
it is practised by some governesses, and suftered by 
many ])arents, who, I believe, act under the intlu- 
ence of the best moral feeling, and the purest reli- 
gious principle, in the management of the children 
committed to their care, and would by no means 
suffer them to receive such imj>ressions under siny 
other form. 
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Qu'uttendons tiousdos honimes? Ils sont foibles, in(‘on!<tanti),av('u- 
gles : U‘S mis no voulont juis oc fju’ils pouvent, los uiitros no poiivuiit 
p!is <*o »nj'ils voulont. Lanaturo o.st un rosi‘uu o.isso; .si <»n vout ajipii- 
yer dossus, le rusouu idie, ne pout nous soutonir, et iiuus perco la 
uiuin. 


Mr Listener, 

IfAViNti obsiTvtMl with nuieh coiK^ern tlit* ill suctross 
of your rosf'arclios uftor (’onsistkni’Y, and folt ii 
growing: impatioiuv that tlio poi’trait was not j)ro- 
duoed, it oaino into niy mind that I might assist you 
in tho soarch, haj)|K*ning to ]»e intiniato witli a family 
who are eontinually sju'akiiig of it, and that after 
the manner of a familiar aetjuaintaneti. Tlie word 
being perjietually on their lips, 1 eouhl not doubt 
but they wen? well acquainted with thi‘ thing, and 
perha])s could aflonl the very information you ha<l 
sought so far in v«ain. Anxious now* as ever to 
assist y(ui, 1 proposed myself a short residence 
among them, not liking to expose my ignorance hy 
directly asking for the information I wante<l. No- 
thing could be more promising than the fiist aspect 
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of things. 'With the first breath I drew in tlieir 
abode, I seemed to inhale a love of this unknown — 
and so eontagioiis is example, that before many days 
had elapsed, I found it impossible to exj)ress myself 
on any subject without using tlie word. It is a 
delightful word — it will do for any thing — with the 
help of a small negation it will stand for sin, or 
folly, or falsehood, or treachery, or eapri(^e, or infi- 
delity, or any thing within the wdiole compass of* 
moral defectibility. Whenever a fool conn 'itted 
folly, w(j said he Avas not consistent — when tin* false- 
heart(‘d did one thing and professed another, we 
said they were not consistent — when the selfish be- 
trayed their friends to serve themselves, we said they 
were not consistent — in short, whenever a sinner, 
under any form, committed sin, w^e said he w as not 
consistent. I was delighttnl — for, in all the lan- 
guages I had learned, I never found a w ord so uni- 
versally applicable. But most of all was it vahiable 
to designate those nameless discre]>aneies in our 
friends which all are <piick to 2>ereei\ e, but no one 
can readily describe. We were no slanderers, and 
w^ould not for worlds have said those who did not 
please were falst*, or ignorant, or disagreeable, or 
any thing that i)erhaps tJiey might not bo — but we 
could ahvays say they were Inconsistent, without 
danger of eonti*adietion : and we did say so of ex ery 
one xx'ho had the misfortune to come xvithin our ob- 
servation. In one respect, at least, w'C obeyed the 
spirit of the Christian precept — ^for we treated our 
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enemies in this mutter to tlie full as well as our 
friends. Amontt the abundant exam] lies and <*ount- 
less uses of this term, 1 know not where to st leet 
for your information — any instanee I may giw you 
ean be but one of thousands. 

We were just rid of some (‘\onini( visitors with 
whom w e had spent several hours in the rajiid inter- 
ehange of most ])olite dis(‘ourse. Th(*y had sjiid 
every thing that language <‘an express, in ]u;iise of 
all that was in the Imuse, or about the house, or 
within ken of any of the windows — and the iadi(‘s, 
my eomjianions. ha<l given baek to the full, tlu* mea- 
sure they had iiH‘te<l. If they said our drawings or 
faney works were b(‘autifuh we said tlu‘y w(‘re no- 
thing ill eomparison w ith theirs : if tluw jiraised our 
music*, we were sur]»rise<l that they, who were us(‘d 
to so mueh better, shouhl be so v(*ry kiml as to lis- 
ten to it. We said their ehildren were the larg(‘st, 
and their dogs the smallest, and their jewt‘ls tluj 
brightest, and their words the w’is(‘st, in the known 
world — for any thing 1 knew, it might lu* so, for 
they wx*re strangiu’s to me. As soon as they were 
goiU!, Miss Sarah said, with a sigh, “What dreadful 
flatterers those ]M*ople are — ami they swalhiw it as 
willingly as they bestow' it! There is no way of 
pleasing them, hut by the grossest eompliment>. 
They are very false : I know exaetly w hat they 
mean when they admire any thing — they only want 
you to say that something of tlieirs is l>(‘t ter. 1 
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niake a of saying so directly, l>ecanse I know 
tliey will l»e (lisap])ointed if I do not.” 

“Art? tluy voiy sujwrior peo])lo?'* F asked 

“ Oil, l>y no moans : tiny understand nothing ; 
they praise ov(iiy thing and every hody alike : they 
think thitt<'ry imist please otliors bwause it j)leases 
them, and they bestow' it as liberally as they desiro 
it.” 

“ Tlnn'o is, at least, good-nature in the inten- 
tion.” 

“Jf they w'cre more consistent in their good-na- 
ture; but they will not continue to praise us in our 
absone(s I doubt.” 

If tiny do,” thought I, “ w o shall have better 
than recjuital at their hands : ” but wo were quite 
agreed that it w as ineonsisti^nt to flatter j)Oople in 
their jiresence, and sjioak ill of them the moment 
tluy w'ere gomj. 

“ I wish,” said IVIatilda, one morning, wdth refer- 
ence to a lady who had just made her first visit at 
the hous(j — “ J wish Miss N.'s comluct were more 
consistent. If I knew^ n(;thing of her, I should bo 
greatly taken with her imnmer and eonvc'rsation 
this morning: 1 should really think her very sen- 
sible and serious ” 

“ And how <lo you know' she is not ? ” I asked, 
interrujding her. 

One can only judge the tree by its fruits ; and 
her conduct is so very inconsistent.” 
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‘‘ In wli.'it way do you uicaii ? ” 

“1 rtmlly do not exactly know ; I have very little 
acquaintance with her; 1 have avoided it, because 
I think such people dangerous : but I have heard 
many things of her, not at all consistent with a reli- 
gious character. It is very easy to talk and profess, 
but when one knows she docs not mean what she 
says, there is danger in having the form of godli- 
ness without the power.” 

T admitted the justness of this remark, but still 
desired to know wherein Miss N. stood more t*x- 
posed than otlu^rs to tliis danger: for 1 had been 
much ]>leas(‘d with her conversation in the short 
visit she made us. l^rgcsl again, Matilda said Miss 
N. wore feathers, whi<fh she thought not consistent 
with the sobri(‘ty <jf drc‘ss that beconujs a diristian 
— then slie had lu'ard she went into gay com])any ; 
she did not know if it was true, but she supjmsed it 
was ; she oftcm saw her speaking to peo]»le of that 
sort — the Scrijituros had required us not to l)e con- 
formed to the fashions of the world. 1 thought the 
Scriptures had also commanded us not to sj)eak evil 
one of another, nor to judge one another ; but 1 did 
not make the remark. 

“ I have heard,” continued Matilda — I do not 
remember where I heard it — but I know’ I heard it 
from somebody — that she is not particularly strict 
in the observance of the Sabbath — it is impossible 
a person can be a child of God, and break his posi- 
tive commandments.” 
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I thought it was one of the positive conimaml- 
mcnts that wq should not bear false-witncss against 
our neighbours. Ibit 1 made no remark, at tliis 
time not quite agreeing with my friend; for, if 
Matilda did not know w’liat she said to be false, she 
did not know it to be true ; and if it was true, she 
had only assumed what she began with asserting, 
th«at Miss N. j»r(»fesst‘d what she did not mean. How 
did Matilda know what Miss N. professtwl ? In our 
recent eomersation, confessedly the first she liad 
over had with her, 1 am certain she had not pro- 
fessed not to wear feathers, or not to go into com- 
pany ; and, supposing Matilda did not profess to 
speak no evil, and bear no false-witncss, I consi- 
dered that, how^ever wrong I might regard them, 
both or either, I could not well apply to them my 
favourite word — a great disaj)[)ointment to me. 
Seated at tea in the balcony of our house, we 
were conversing one evening on a melancholy oc- 
currence in a family of the neighbourhood, in which 
a young person had been reduced to a stat(j of deep 
and morbid melancholy, by the effects of long-pro- 
tracted anxiety, ending in severe and remediless 
affliction. It came to be considered, in the course 
of conversation, hoAV far such a result w as consist- 
ent with religious submission to the will of Heaven. 
It was very sapiently ])ro\’ed, that, by a mind en- 
tirely detached from the things of earth, the loss ol 
earthly things could not consistently be felt — that 
a mind entirely trusting in the wisdom and powder 
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of Gotl, ooiild not oonsistc*ntly .suflor from anxioty — 
tliat a mind totally a<‘quiosceiit in tlu^ will of (ical, 
could not oonsistontly fool regrot at the dispiaiisa- 
tions of Provideiiet' — and, above all, that wIkto no 
loss, or anxi(*ty, or r(‘gi’et eoiihl b(? f(;lt, the mind 
eould not consistently be deranged by tliem. Thescj 
were truths b(‘yond all controversy, and we wtTc; 
thenc(‘ successfully going on to deduce the incon- 
sistency of this h(‘l]>lc\ss suflertT in j>articular, and 
of e\ery body els(‘ in general, ourselves i‘xcej»ted, 
when the rolling of distant thundtT in the hori/.on 
announced a coming storm, called off our atten- 
tion, and turritMl the conversation. Th(» storm aroses 
The young ladi(*s ])ecaim» <h‘s|KTat(‘ly frightt^ned — 
they did not know for what, but l(‘st some harm 
should happen to themselv(*s, or somebody, or some- 
thing that iMjlonged to tln‘m. When I end(*avour(‘d 
to soothe them by assurance* that no ill would hap- 
j»en, they grew angry. ITow^ could J be sure of 
that ? Lightning ejften kills ])e‘oph‘ — wind e)fte*n 
blows houses elown — pe*f>]»le sometimes lose thedr 
eyes or the*ir he?aring in a thunele‘r-strom — in short, 
they thought it epiite w'ie*ked not to be frightemed 
when there was daiiger, and distressed whem there 
might be; sullering, to eithcrs, if not to oursejlves. 
The ste>rm subsideel — ^l>ut not so the fe‘ars. They 
had now', inde*eel, a detinite e>bje;ct; very consider- 
able damage was supposed to have been elone on a 
distant part e)f the eo.ast, w'here they had ])roperty, 
and thc;y might possibly be very material losers by 
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the accident. Gloom, frctfiilncss, and anxiety per- 
vaded the house tliroiiirh all that night and tlie 
succeeding day. Witli th<j lio])efiilness generally 
experienced by tl»e uninterested spectator of others' 
anxieties, 1 re])resented to them every ]>robability 
or possibility, reasonable or unr(»asonable, that tlieir 
property might not have been injured — but they 
persisted in expec^tiiig the worst, in rejcicting all 
palliations of the j»ossible mischief. Tlu^y would 
not eat — they would not sleep — they woidd not 
divert their minds by employment, or relieve them- 
selves by conversation : and when they thought 
they perceived in me an opinion that they showed 
more uneasiness than was warranted by a yet un- 
certain ill, and more impatience under an imagined 
loss, than might have been reasonable even under a 
known one, they observed, that to be loss anxious than 
they were, would be unnatural, insensible, impossible 
— ^in short, inconsistent with common sense. It did 
not hapjien to us at that time to renew the con- 
versation of the balcony — of minds detached from 
earth — of trust that could not be shaken — of acqui- 
escence that could not be movt^d — of that self-pos- 
session, in short, that could not be disturbeil in a 
devoted and well-regulated mind. 

Among our intimate acquaintance, there was one 
young person whose liveliness of manner and buoy- 
ancy of spirits made her the life of her family and 
the zest of every company she happened to mix with. 
She went gaily and cheerfully about every task that 
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cimim.stance or elioice ini]>osod ; she s])olv(' of e^ (Ty 
tliiiipr with jilayful vivacity, and did every thinij: with 
an air of confident expe<*tation ; meet iu*r wlieii you 
would, or where you would, there was always l>j-iijht- 
iioss in her (ye, and a smile on her hrow, and acti- 
vity and enjoyment in Iut whole d(‘meanour. We 
alloAV(Hl that this Avas airreealile, we conft‘ss('d ^n^at 
]>leasure in Ikt society — but Ave could md ajiprove 
h(.T character — it A^as not consisttMit for a (liristiari 
to l»e always so li^ht-lieartc'd. Tin* |)ili,o-im, the 
]>enit(‘nt, the cnl|n*it, the su}i]>liant d(‘|K‘n(h'nt on 
Almitrhty ])ity, the <*ombatant strugirlini^ throinrh 
uiK^qiial AA’ai'fai’e, the jiroditral as yet almost a stran- 
gler in his home, the me(‘k, the mournful, and tJio 
brolv<‘n-hearted — (‘ml)li‘ms by Avhi(^h the J)eity has 
described his p(eo]>le — are charaet(‘rs, avo said, that 
consist not Avith so much gaiety and Iightn(‘ss of 
sjiirits, such sanguine, che(*rful, fearh^ss animation. 

There AAas another, on whos(‘ brow the shade of 
pensivencss for ever sat suprenu‘ — sh(‘ setmied to be 
alAvays 1‘eeling, one might have said, ahvays suiler- 
ing — if there (‘ver came a smile on her f(‘atures, it 
was gone, ere you tuiuld be sun* you saw it th<‘re — 
if there ever (*scaped from her a Avord of jest, the 
sigh came so fpiickly after, you felt forbiihhm to 
remark it: the licpiid eye, and changcdul <*oIour, 
spoke intensity of feeling — but even in her feeling 
tliere was a stillness impcrturbabhi — ^iii Iht v(*ry 
pleasures, if she knew any, there was a tone of 
melancholy. Her affectionate softness aa'o felt Avas 
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lovely, her gentle sadness interesting ; wo could 
oven have loved her, had we not scren her so very 
inconsistent. A Oliristian who professes, .‘is we sii]>- 
posed she did, to have found a re.al and substantial 
bliss in grabdul aiitieijiation of eternal joy, ought 
i\ever to be iiielaucholy — ^liabitual sadness, an air 
of habitu.al suffering, w;is not consistent with the 
security, .‘ind ])ea(^e, and joy, offered in the Gospel 
to the believer, and ]»rofessedly acee])ted by him. 

There was a third person, whose busy, bus bng. 
babbling nature, happily set in motion by a dispo- 
sition to good, was for ever talking, and for ever 
doing ; from sunrise to sunset, she was to be seen 
in motion — ;issisting every body, exhorting ev('ry 
body, teaching every body — sometimes laden witli 
books to give away, sometimes with work to be 
d<^ne or clothes to be bestowed ; her tables wen* 
strewed with ti’aets .and baby-lin(*n — her basket w.‘is 
tilled with conserves and cough-mixtures — nobody 
could live witlumt her assistance, nobody could die 
without her administration — it almost seemed that 
nobody could go to heaven without her guidanct*. 
The days were too short for what she had to do — 
the hours were not long enough for what she had to 
say ; her busy head was ahvays devising something 
— ^lier bustling step was always pursuing something 
— ln‘r raj)i<l finger was always making something — 
her tongue outstrippeil them all; and of all, good 
was the object, and benevolence the motive. Her 
name was WTitten in every record of humanity, and 
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soundod on every tongue, and engraven, doiditless, 
in many a grateful lieart^ — but we did not like lier, 
because slie w’as not, as Are said, altogi^tlier e<msist- 
ent — while engaged so much abroad, domestic; |)ii‘ty 
was OA'erlooked — while hurried up and down in 
perpt‘tual aetivitv of benevolence*, private devotion 
must be neglected ; there could be no time for read- 
ing or refl(‘ction ; the religion of the closet was of 
more avail than all this busth;, and more consistent 
with the genuine s])irit of the Gospel. 

A fourth friend we had of an oj)posite character. 
Sh(* was never to be found taking j>art in the insti- 
tutions of bec.evolence, or joining in public exertions 
for the ]n*oj)agation of truth. She was not known 
as th(? instructor of the ignorant, or the comforter 
of the aftlieted ; she Avas not knoAAUi to belong to in- 
stitutions or soeieticis ; she was v(*ry s(‘ldom heard 
to speak uimn religion, and w^'ls very seldom seen in 
religious soci(*ty. In ])rmite only might her jaetv 
be detectcid — in the p(*ace and holiness that reign(*d 
in her family — the* devotion that seenH‘d to haAa* its 
favourite dwelling in her closet — the silent study of 
the ti-uth — the firm abiding by its pr(;cc‘j)ts — the 
regulation of her temper by its laws — the tone, in 
short, of her AAdiole feelings, habits, and desires, 
])erceived though untold, betray(*d rather than (‘x- 
hil>iti‘d. It Avas necessary to know her intimately 
to p:.‘i-ceiAe all this — Ave knew it, but it did n(»t 
please us. If she Avas ]>ious in heart, and devoted 
in private, avIiv did she not come forward ? Why 
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did sho not join with otliors of like feelings, and do 
as they do? It was not (*<»nsist(‘nt that one who 
really loved t]ii‘ truth, should he sii|»in(‘ly indid'eieiit 
about its |)roj>agiitiou — one who ivally feds must 
talk and aet, must he anxi{»us to impiiri what she 
knows and dihelos(‘ what she enjoys: a barren and 
unproduetivo faith, so diilieiilt to dis(*over, aiul so 
fruitless, could not he consistent (Christianity. 

There was a lifth, whom birth and circumstances 
had aeeustom(‘d to all the elegances and luxuih‘s of 
life. A refined mind, a cidtivated taste, and ddi- 
cate habits, all consj/ired to make these things valu- 
able and needful to her; and it was evidimt they 
were valued and enjoyed. She was nice in her dress, 
expensive in her (‘stablishment, stylish in the ar- 
rangements of her household. II tT we condemned 
at oiKje : so much indulgence and dis]>lay, and care 
for things exterior, wxtc not consistent with humi- 
lity, self-denial and renunciation of the world. 

A sixth, Avho, in a station of equal (‘levatioii and 
with (»(|ual means, avjis neglectful of ai>pearances, 
homely in her habits, indilfenmt to the distinctions 
of society, whether from inclination, or from coii- 
s(‘ieiitious self-abasement, rt*c(dved fi'om us no kinder 
judgment, it was not consistent in pcojdc of rank 
to look like housemaids, to live like peasants, to 
contravene the arrangements of Providence, by le- 
velling the distinctions of rank and circumstance. 

These, and such as these, are but instances of our 
ample success, in finding all our neighbours guilty 
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of Inconsistone}^ In the fiill eiijoyiiient of tli(‘se 
discoveries, there came atliwart iiu^, Mr T/isteiier, 
tlie recollection of your ])aj)er almost forgotten, and 
of my wish to help you. Aftci* all our talk ahout 
Consistency, and the Avant of CV>iisisteiu^y, and the 
beaut\’ of ('^onsisteiR^\% Avhere was the idea the word 
had stood for ? Within me, and around me, 1 began 
to s(‘arch for it. In my own mind, J eouhl find no- 
thing like an idea upon the subject — 1 had a]>plied 
the Avt)rd so indiseriminately to such a heterogeneous 
multitmle of things, from the careless droj>ping of 
an uiiAveighed word to the crime <>f grossest ma- 
lignity, it Avas impossible for any ojie d(‘finition, or 
any om^ idea, to comprehend tlie Avhoh‘. Around 
me — alas ! in rtdterating the charge of imonsistency 
on others, had Ave not amply proved it in ourseh es ? 


VOL. 1. 


U 
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No. XXI. 

OONSISTENC V. 


Dr.'i (lu'on so mot a nogdCior avoo lea oiroonatanooa, tout est perdu, 
cur il n'ost ]>oraoiine qui irait doa eiroonstuncoa. La lotion qu'il iinporto 
le plus do dontier au.\ lioinmes duns ce nioude, e'est do ne trunsiger 
avec uuouiie consideration quand U s’agit du devoir. 

De Staki.. 

]Mv iTadors may, 1 foar, bocomo weary of a siilyect 
that lias loitered unsuccessful ly through three oi* 
four ]>a])(*rs, with no hotter result than that of pi‘o\- 
ing, what niiglit scarcely need a proof, that a gri'at 
many j)co])le talk of what they do not understand, or 
re[M*oach othei*s with the wrongs themsoh es unwit- 
tingly commit. Lest this should he, I j)ropose, like 
other nari-ators, to tack a moral to my tale, by way 
of conclusion, and so abandon it. My object was 
not, as may have seemed, to prove* every body in the 
wrong, but rather to exhibit the various modes of 
in(*onsistency ; that, jierceiving it and ai>]>lying it, 
each one may correct their own. Some have said, 
Why expose the faults and inconsistencies of those 
whoso princi])les arc good, and bring on religion 
the reproach of all the inconsistencies of those who 
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profess it? Lot the sliamo be to the croaturo, ami 
tlio fiflory to the Creator — what is good in us is His, 
what is evil is our own. But if it be true that these 
things exist, and that they are inconsisteneies, shall 
we say — shall we leave it to otliers to say for us — 
that what, in the eareless and tlie earthly-inindeil, we 
should eon lenin as faults, in those who profess more 
seriousness and devotion, we ean gloss over and dis- 
own !* It was said of one of old, that it was easier 
to believe that drunkenness was not a vhu*, tlian tliat 
he should b(‘ guilty of one. Far be from (Christianity 
the adoption of so heathenish a prin(;i])le ! Bather 
say th(‘ .s[>ot is ihe blaeker for the brightness of the 
surface on whieli it is seen — the stain the darker for 
the purity of the garment it pollutes : it s(‘ems so, 
and it is so. Jf w(‘ are ashamed of it, as well indeed 
we may, let us efface it, clean it, uip(‘ it out — but 
not deny that it is there, or that it is what it seems, 
(^hristians think not themselves, they think not each 
other, sinless creatures. Should they desire to ])ass 
their alloy up<ui the world as pure and proven gold ? 
But they say it is for the honour of religion, not 
their ow n, that they are so tenacious of the exposure 
of their faults. We are glad if it is so — ]>ut we would 
rather have this pious tenaciousness exercised in 
correeting the evils than in glossing them over, in 
lamenting than in denying them. So much, by the 
way, in reply to some remarks that have been made 
to us. 

We hear of the beauty of Consistonev ; we repeat 
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perpotiially, because wc hear it, that nothing is so 
beautiful as a cousistemt character ; but wliat does it 
mean? The sinner’s consisten(*y, alas! is sin — the 
false heart’s consistency is falsehood — the villain’s 
consistency is villany ; but is this beautiful ? It is 
a very (*oirnnon argument in the M orld, or rather a 
phrase that supjdies the place of one, tliat it does not 
signify what religion a man j>rofi‘sses, or w'hat faith 
he holds, provided his conduct be consistent. (Vm- 
sistemt with what ? His errors ? His pervei dons ? 
That, alas ! it is but too sur(^ to be. Th(‘ man who 
believes there is no (Jod, is consistcuit when he 
breaks his laws, and sets his asserted power at de- 
fiance. The man who believes that tluTc is no 
eternity, is consistent when he dcvot(‘S himself to 
the things of time and sense ; and is but the more 
consistent as he bwonies more sensual. He whosis 
pei’vevted judgment and corrupted taste jirefer the 
pleasures of sin to the peace of holiness, the interests 
of tiiiKi to the bliss of eternity, is consistent when 
he takes the oin' and le.aves the other — is consistent 
when he (jommits sin, is (‘onsistent when he defends 
it. The basest character on earth may be a consisti'iit 
one. There cannot, therefore, be a more dang<*rous 
maxim ; and I name it the rather as my young 
friends will hear it frequently repeated by the wdsc 
and prudent of the w'orld. 

A consistent character must certainly he that, 
which, having chosen tlie object of existiuiec, em- 
ploys the powers of existence to the attainment of 
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that object : and in each particular, having formed 
a purpose, to do and to bo wliat will promote that 
purpose. The inconsistency of the greater number 
of ]>ersons .arises from their having conscience (uioiigh, 
and moral sense enough, to perceive what their ob- 
iect ought to be, and to determine their choice for 
good ; whil(! they have neither sense enough, nor 
virtue enough, to pursue it : and so the moans and 
the end are for ever at variance, and the strangest 
inconsistencies arc the result. 

The world in g(uieral — J me«an the decent and 
moral part of it, for the outlawed lioter in mischief 
we must leave to the full crtnilit of his consistency — 
confess an end and object of existence which they 
do not pursue. We thus act exactly like a traveller, 
who, wishing to go to Greenwich, should, on reading 
the way-])Osts tliat direct him thither, turn ofll* to the 
other hand, and proceed to London : of such a tra- 
veller we should say that either he could not read, 
or that he wanted understanding, or that he did not 
really desire to go to the place he professed to set 
out for. And so we may say in eflect of all the 
inconsistencies of .life and conduc^t — they arise in 
ignorance, misjudgment, or dishonesty. 

I will illustrat(i my meaning by a few examples — 
not of the most important, jierliaps, for it is not in 
groat matters that we make the most mistakes — it 
is the familiar occurrences of daily life that make up 
the character and conduct of persons in ordinary 
life. When symptoms of physical disorder are to be 
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cured, the cause of those s^nriptoius must be disco- 
vered and removed : so, \vh<*n discrejianeies of conduct 
and inconsistency of character are to be corrected, 
tlie better way is to j)roceed at once to the source 
whence tliey spring : we all know by experience 
how difficult it is to correct bad habits ; perliaj)s 
the difficidty would be h‘ssened, if, instead of at- 
tempting to cure the manifestation of the evil, we 
were to descend into our hearts, see wlience it .'•rises, 
and subdue the disposition there. The best method 
of correcting our inconsistencies is to become bettcT 
acquainted with ouf own hearts, whence all our 
conduct is derived. If it is wdth the conduct of 
others we have to do, whether to judge or to corre^^t, 
the success of our endeavours, and the justness of 
our judgment, mainly depend on looking beyoml the 
apjjarent inconsistency to its cause, and ascjribing it 
to its right source. Want of information, or a biid 
judgment, claim very unequal censure, as well Jis a 
very different remedy, from that which is due to 
dishonesty of purpose. 

I know a young person to whom circumstances 
have given considerable control in her parents’ house 
— she devotes time and talents to the management 
and education of her sisters, and says she has no- 
thing so much at hccart as their happiness and im- 
provement. To effei*t this, she keeps the house in 
perpetual contention — she makes their wishes and 
tastes yield in every thing to hers — she finds fault 
with every thing they do, complains of every thing 
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that happens to interrupt her ])urj)os(‘s, eoiuleiims 
evxTy tliini^ that does not exactly meet her ideas— 
reasonable or unreasonable, nothing’ must take ]»laee 
in the family that does not exactly suit her coinc- 
niencc*, and what dot^s suit her convenience* must be 
done at any rate. One of two things is the case — 
either slu* is dishonest in her purpose, and, while she 
s(K*ms to devote her time an<l attention to hi‘r family, 
she really d<‘sires nothing but the indulgence of her 
own self-will ; or she wants judgnumt to jK*rceive 
th.'it .always giving herself the pri‘fer(‘!ice is not the 
Aviiy to make* t'thers good and haj>]>y ; and that the 
devotion of all her tiim*, t.alents, and j)()wers, to the 
annoying, (H)ntr.adicting, and m(>l(‘sting (*v(‘ry one 
about lier, is not a very consist(‘iit soi-t of sisbTly 
devotion. If I w(‘re not indis[>osed to say .any thing 
tt» any bo<ly above twenty years of agi*, 1 might just 
drop a hint that th(‘re are some diwoted wives, and 
<levoted mothers, and <h*voted mistresses, who do 
ex.actly the same thing. Did this traveller never 
mearj to go to Greenwich? Or, on arriving at the 
way-post, and reading, “ To London,” did she con- 
clude that that would bring her tlure? 

I know another who seems v(?ry anxious to bo 
sought .and beloved by her comj)anions in society, 
complains ]>erpetually that nobody c.ar(?s for hi*r 
and every body neglcjcts her, and she ree(‘ives no 
attention and no kindness from any one. Mean-tiuK?, 
if she sees those ])eople wdiose inattention disj)le.'i,ses 
her, she goes across the street to avoid meeting them : 
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when she conies into corajiany, she sits in (logged 
and sullen silence ; or only speaks to declare that 
she hates all company, and is never happy hut when 
she is alone, or to say something rude or imperti- 
nemt to the society in general, or to some one in 
particular : if any offer of kindness is made her, she 
refuses it ; if any particular attention is paid her, 
she attributes it to some sinister motive. Now, as 
I am satisfied from this lady’s uneasiness that she 
is honest in her wish to be beloved, she must (.’ther, 
like the last traveller, think the way to reach her 
destination is to tuni out of the road, or she must be 
unable to read, and really believe that L-o-n-d-o-n 
spells Greenwich — that is, she must think the way 
to be desired and sought in society, is to be very 
disagreeable, or that d-i-s-l-i-k-e-d rejilly spells be- 
loved, and so, with honest ignorance, takes the way 
to it. 

A. third I could point out, who dcisires, as I un- 
derstand from herself, to improve her talents and 
inform her mind, that, when the transient beauty of 
lier person shall have passed, and the zest of exte- 
rior amus(»ments shall have passed, she may not be 
to others as a thing that has lost its value, to herself 
as one that has expended her possessions. But with 
ample pow(?rs and all means at command, she stands 
for an hour together at the fire-place, watching the 
reflection of the lustres — she begins to yawn at nine 
o'clock, and goes to bod at ten — is up, but not dress- 
ed, about the same hour in the morning — takes half 
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an hour to put on lior bonnet when slie goes out, 
and another lialf hour, when she conies lioiue, to take 
it oft* again ; regretting, the while, that she lias not 
time to improve herself. Wlien any one about her 
is conversing upon serious and rational to])i(^s, she 
throws herself on the sofa and shuts her eyes, be- 
cause she docs not understand such things ; forget- 
ful that listening she might learn. When asked her 
opinion, or in any way addressed upon any subject, 
she says she is not used to converse of such things, 
she is not used to express herself, she wishes she 
w'cre more (?lrvor ; forgetting again it is diftkrult to 
be used to a tiling one is determined not to attenijit. 
She chooses her companions among those who arc 
young, frivolous, and ignorant, because with those 
who are informed and sensible she feels herself 
inferior and embarrassed. In her studies and jmr- 
suits, especially reading, she docs the same — she 
takes the lightest, the most frivolous, and the worst, 
because she cannot understand more solid works : 
she wishes she could understand them — then she 
should be very foml of reading. Now, really, 1 am 
at a loss how’ to class the inconsistency of this young 
lady — I am inclined to think she is not honest in her 
purpose — I believe, that in her heart, she likes Lon- 
don better than Greenwich — w'ould rather be idle 
and frivolous, than a sensible, rational, and culti- 
vated woman. 

To ascend to higher matters, which yet affect our 
conduct in the smallest, there is one great source of 
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inconsistoncy in tlio world, of which the fc.atnrcs aro 
too broad to bo mistakon, of which the co!n]>ass is 
wide onon^h to iiujliidc every age, and (character, 
and ca])ability of human kind — ^tho inconsistoncy of 
those wlio call themselves (Christians and are not — 
who are travelling thither where they do not desire 
to arrive — who arc going, .as they s.ay, to immoi*- 
tality, but neither know the road, nor ask it, nor will 
listen if you tell them : nay, there is not an obstacle 
that may oppose their progress, but they put u on 
their j)ath — there is not a temptation that may divc'il 
them iVom it, but they hasten to turn after it ; what- 
ever reminds them of their lUH'tended destination is 
mournful to tlicrn, whatever brings tlnmi iieartT to 
it, is frightful. They allow the truth of every thing, 
and feel tlie importance of nothing — they admit the 
authority of Scripture, .and deny every thing it con- 
tains — ^they call God their heather, and M^ould be 
ashamed to bear the charjicters of his children — they 
Acknowledge a Deity and an eteniity, and live as if 
there were none. I need not designate them fur- 
ther. What consistency can be cxj)ected from such 
as these? 

If, then, we would be consistent, we must first 
see that our object and our means of pursuing it, our 
path and our destination, arc agreed. If they are 
not, let us examine \rhere the evil is. Do we want 
information, do we want judgment, or do we want 
honesty ? One or the other we want assuredly. 

There is a character consistent in beauty, in holi- 
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noss, in porfi'ction. Tlio features of it hav(' 
skotelied, distinct thoii^li S(‘|)arat(*, in tlu^ rcicords of 
eternal trutli — the whole have been. eonjoiiuMl, em- 
bodied, realised, in the person of the incarnate l)(Mty. 
(\niforniity to this staiulard is perfi'ction — every 
departure from it is an impoidection — luu-e perfe(*t 
eonsisteiiey would be perfect holiiuiss. It is a stand- 
ard no man has attain(‘d — yet it is the only one, con- 
sistency w'ith wliich is <h‘sirable. When we set‘k 
consisteiK'y for ours(‘lves, this ouijht to lx* what we 
mean — wh(‘n we dt'sire consisteiu'y in others, this 
ought to be i‘:t? rule by which we judgt^ them. But, 

I A^ar, for th(‘ most ]>art, that is not our meaning. 
Tlie only lawful code of (conformity is abrogat(‘d; 
the only real standard of excelleiuce, eonsisteiuy 
with whicch is beautiful, and (wery inconsistemy with 
which is a defect, is ]>ut out of sight; while we make 
to ourselves each on(» a standard of our own, mould- 
ed in our own ])r('judices, our own habits, our (»wn 
peculiar tJiste and character; and by this we meJi- 
sure every thing, judge every thing, and too fre- 
quently comhxnn every body, for no bett()r reason 
than because tlujy are not like ourselves. In gr(?at 
things and in small things, from the important fca- 
tur(is of moral nvtitude to the trifling ornaments of 
cxt(Tior j»ropriety, Self is our standard, and all is 
right or wrong, admired or condemned, as it agrees 
with, or departs from, this standard, this household 
deity, that each one has made for himself, and fa- 
shioned to his own taste, that he may worship it. 
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Consistency, therefore, a word that in tlie lan- 
guage of Christianity should mean conformity to 
our Maker’s will, lias eome, in common language, to 
mean little else than conformity to the narrow ideas 
of the individual who uses it. 
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Xo. XXII. 


A FABLK. 


<> wail some power tlie giftit* gie us. 

To sec oursells ns others .see us, 

It wad frae luoti^* a blunder free us 

And foolish notion ! 

Ruuns. 

The aft(*r liidden lias soinetiiiK's 

foiintl a treasur(‘ scarcelv valiialiU*, tliou^li not 
tlio saiiio as tliat ho looked for. The hlif^httul au- 
tiirnri leaf enc*los<?s a hial of future jirtunise ; and <h(^ 
hour of disappointuHUit is the birth-tinio, not sel- 
dom, of a hojH* more fair than that >vhi(*h it extin- 
guish(‘s. Even so do the defeats of our hafth*d wis- 
dom bequeath to us a jewel of no common price — a 
lesson <d* humility, self-know]edi»e, and forbeai'ance. 

Such was my IvHection, ti-s, in tin* closin.!.^ sen- 
tence of my last ])aiM.‘r, 1 alliKhnl to that self-esteem 
which mak(‘s to itself an idol of the things that ai'O 
its own, and desires to conform to them the things 
of others. And I determined to make it the subje(‘t 
of future admonition to tho.se who even now are 
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setting oTit on the passage of Vife, with these Penates 
in their bosoms ; prepared to immolate to them everv 
thing that is most lovely, most oxrelhait, and most 
genennis in human intercourse — -justness, forbear- 
ance, concord, good-humour, kindness, liberality, 
ailection, harmony, and peace. 

An oppositi(»n of interests, each one’s selfishness 
taking arms in defence of its own, is undoubtedly 
the source of much of the iiiisery of life, and much 
of the contention with which it is distracted. But 
if we observe the various sources of disunion and 
disagreement that break the peace of families and 
the harmony of society, we shall find that oj)posing 
interests arc not the only, nor perhaps the most 
frocpieiit cause. We see the members of a family 
teasing, contradicting, and annoy ii»g one another 
perpetually, when all their real interests arc in 
common : we sec the members of society traduc- 
ing, despising, and maligning one another, when it is 
the interest of all to live in sociability and peace. 
One very fruitful source of these disorders — ^l)ut 1 
would believe, not one that is irremediable, since a 
better knowledge and better government of our own 
hearts might surely correct it — is that s(df-csteem 
of which I spoke ; that making of our own ideas the 
standard of all excellence. Hear a fable : — 

The beasts of the earth, and the birds of the air, 
and the fishes of the sea, w ere living once — I do 
not think it was in Noah’s ark — in peaceful com- 
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iiiiinity together; tliat is, they might liavc been 
jx'aeeful if they would ; being all fully provided, 
and secure in jmsscjssion of their own. * 

But j)ea(‘c, it appears, was not to their mind. 
The Bein-deer, taking a walk one day to refresh 
himself, and being accustomed then, as now', to w'alk 
u]M^n four legs, met with a Heron, who, as every 
on(‘ know s, walks upon two. “ Yonder is a fine 
biril," said the llein-deer to liimself, “ but the fellow 
is a Idockhead ; why docKS he not go oji as many 
legs as I do ? — Fll e’en knock him over, to convince 
him of his mistake;” and forthwith he ran his 
sturdy sides against the slender limbs of the bird ; 
and if he did not break thorn, it w'as no fault of 
his. 

A frolicsome Colt, playing his morning gambols, 
happened to come uj) to a young Bullock, entangled 
by his horns in a thicket, who, with groans and 
cries, solicited assistance to release him, “By no 
means,” said the Colt ; “ it is your ow n fault. What 
need you he w'earing those things upon yonr Iiead 
— don’t you see that we have none and kicking 
up his hoofs in the poor captive’s face, he galloped 
olf. 

A Magpie, wishing to improve the society of the 
U(Mghhourlu>od, sent an invitation to some Black- 
birds, to dine witli him in a certain wheat-held, 
w'here, at much expense no doubt, a dinner of newly 
sown corn had been provided. The Blackbirds 
came in a full suit of black — the Magpie w'as dress- 
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eel, as usual, in black and white ; which, when the 
Blackbirds saw, groat whisperings began amongst 
them. Wliat a vulgar follow! — how monstrously 
unfashionable! — could lie not s(!e that every body 
wears black ? — they wished they had not come ; 
they gullied down the com, half-choking with ill- 
Inimour; two of them died that niglit of indiges- 
tion ; the r(;st would ever after oiidure the jiaiigs of 
hunger rather than alight in a field where a Mag]>ie 
was feeding. 

A certain CVab, cast upon the shore by the tide, 
and eager to regain his native element, was %/alk- 
ing, as was his custom, sidewiiys to the water’s 
edge. By the way he met with an Eel in the same 
])redicament ; but he, like most otlier ])eoi>le, tra- 
velled with his head foremost. I do not see, sir,’ 
said the Eel, “ why you should refuse to eonlorm to 
the customs of the world ami the habits of society — 
therefore I will thank you to turn about, and walk 
like other p(*oi»le.” The Crab maintained liis rigid 
to walk as he jileased, more especially, as it was the 
only Avay he could walk. The Eel persisted. A 
cpiarrel ensued — mean-time, the tide Avent out, and 
neither party, backivard or forward, being able to 
reach the water, they Avere left to die of thirst upon 
the sand, 

“ Hear those creatures,” said a pretty little Tlirusli, 
who, just finishing his morning song, had alighted 
on a hough that overhung a bee-hive — Avonhl you 
beliiwe they take that noise for music ? The taste- 
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lt‘ss (*i*(‘atiir<.‘s ! ati<l to liav<‘ a coiuHM't ! Tr<uv 

.1 liat(‘ ])rc‘toiisi<>ii ! T will .slianio thorn into sih‘n(M‘;” 
— aiul forthwith tlio Tlini^li lavsnniod his luiulost 
son<»*. Tin* I>(*(*s, ho\\(‘V(*r, happoninu: to haM* inon* 
tasti* for ho!n‘y than imisic, a c*oiu*(a‘t not in thoir 
thoinilits, wont Im/zinii* on, totally unconscious (d 
tin* !i\alshi|» tln‘y ha<l cx(*it(*<l. Tin* 'riirush I’rcw 
wroth — iln'v wen* a«‘tually trvini*’ to out-sini;- him — 
that was not to he home — and down In* ]K)nnced 
i]])on the l>(‘(‘s, as <nie hy oin* they soaiH*d aho\o 
their hiv<*, and strin'h them to the lii-oinid with his 
heak: they f yini^ in \ ain to pier<‘i‘ his close feathers 
V ’d> th<*ir stiiiL*- — fhouitli some historians art; of 
(j ii()n In* did not eM*ap(* a.ltoiretln*r unhurt. 

Pray, sir, ’ said a (Joat to a Sln*(‘p, as they 
.ance<l to meet oin* day upon a. narrow path of 
de<'livity, hut Just wide (*i»ou,‘^h t<> allow them 
to nass — may I take the lih(‘rty of askini»* why 
\eu W(*ar your hair curled, while 1 wear mine 
>trai<j:h( ***' The Sheep, not remarkahle for liis 
r<‘asonin.ir ]M>wers. had no ]>articular ]*(*ason to ^ive 
-—it answered his purpose*, ainl. if I'ach was <*ontent 
with his own. there; was in» ins*d of ai’n’imn'iit. U'lie 
(ioat thoim’lit otherwise — ]»eo]>h' emiilit to liave? 
r(‘ar>ons for what tln*y <lo, ami he* ahh* to explain 
the trrounds of their e*mnlin*t — ami if tiny have* not 
hrains einjui^h to eliseTiminate, they onuht te) fe>llenv 
the e*xam[)le e)f therse* that Itave* — tlK‘relon‘, to con- 
\ im*e him that tlu*re.* w'as a re*ason why le>ose-* 

hair was tnore advantagoeuis than chese ciudeel w’e)e)l, 
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lie should tiiko the liberty of putting;’ his horns into 
his fleoee, and rolling him down the steeji ; which, 
if he had Avorn hair, he could not so easily liave 
done. 

It happeiuid that a lH‘aiitifiil little Spaniid formed 
a strong attachment to a certain Rabbit he was in 
the habit of meeting in the IumIs of his master’s 
gard(*n. The Rabbit felt extrmiudy much flattered 
l)y the ])roteetioii of so superior a jierson ; but thei‘e 
was one subject of diflerence b(‘t\veen them tlud was 
not easily to l)e adjustiMl. The Spaniel assured the 
Rabbit it was excessively vulgar to live upon vege- 
table diet — no rational creature did so — it was food 
only for brutes —he ho|>ed, mnv he had chosen the 
Rabbit for his friend, he would try to aeipiire more 
polite habits. The Rabbit modestly sugg(‘sU*d tliat, 
beskh's that he had no teiitli to masticates animal 
food, and ]>ossibly no organ to digest it, he did not 
exactly knoAv how he w^as to get it. The Sjiaiiiel 
generously jiromised to reMiiove tiie latter ditfiemlty, 
by sharing w ith him his owm food — as to his teeth, 
if he could not masticate the meat, he might swallow 
it Avhole ; it w ould save app(»aranctis, and nobody 
w’ould know" Avhether he digested it or not. The 
ambitious Rabbit, eager to ])lace himself on an 
eipiality Avith his friend, and Avilling to imitate him 
in every thing, most assiduously sw"alloAved the meat 
the Sjianiel brought him; and, if he did not enjoy 
his meals to the full as much as when he fed on 
cabbages and parsley, the idea of growing more 
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cfontot‘1 quite roeoncilod him to the privation. Lut, 
alas ! nature ])revailed, an<l poor Ihinny died. 

A Ply, who liad betui horn and hred arnonc: his 
kindred, la'liiiid a drawing-room curtain, determined 
to go forth and see the worhl, and mak(‘ hims(*lf bet- 
ter ae(jiiainte<l with the beings that inhabit it. On 
his 1 ‘etiiriu lu? Avas observed to be moros(‘ and me- 
laneholy — he shut himself uj) in th(^ (Teek of tin* ceil- 
ing, and c<^ul<l sctircely be ]>ersua<le(l to go out in 
search of necessary food, llis fricMids, greatly c(»n- 
cerned, (piestioned him u])on the <*aust‘ of this sad- 
ness ; to A>]'ieh he only answere<l, that what he had 
S(*(‘n of the world laid so disgusted him, he was 
determin(‘d to hav(* no more intercourse with it — 
he would rather stay in his creek and starve, llis 
e<»mpanions, who luul s(‘eu nothing in society so 
much amiss, e.xcept a few S]»idt‘rs, continued to ex- 
]>r(*ss their surfwise ; till the poor fly explained, that 
during his recent intercourse with the world, he 
observed that the animals bad tln^ folly to Avear 
their eyes in the front of their heads — of all the 
living creatuies he had become acquainted with, 
there was not on.e, besides th(*mselves, that eonhl 
see behind him — he would sooner starve? in solitmle 
than associate with cr(*atures so senseless ; and he 
is supposed to have <lied of cold sofm after ; be(?ause 
he would not go to the hearth to Avarm himself, lest 
he should meet a creature Avithoiit the (‘yes at tlie 
back of his head. 

My readers, 1 am sure, must feel much aflected 
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at the iiioimiful state of society in the animal (Toa- 
tion at that ]>erio(l ; at sorro^vs that ovenvlKilinod 
alike the iimncent and the guilty. 1 can hnagine 
that nothing, while they rea<l it, stays thcMi* tears 
from falling, hut the ho]»e that siieh a state of so- 
ciety nc‘\ er has exist(‘d. 1 cannot certainly ]>ledge 
myself to the ]iistori(*al truth of what I have related 
— tlnmgh it appcsirs to me tpiite as proljahle as many 
things that art‘ believed — )>ut I can assure you, 1 
]iave seen something very liki‘ it, in the state of 
s(K*iety among certain y<mng Jadi(‘s and gentlemen 
of my a<*(iuaintance in various ]>arts of tlu? hahital>le 
earth : I say yoxi'tKj ones, more es])ecially — hecanse 
it is an evil the exj)erience ajid self-knowledge of 
iiKTeasing years tend, in soiiu^ degree, to correct. 
]lut habit not unfrecjuently ]>erjK‘tuatt‘s what b(‘gan 
in folly ; wliich makes it the more Jieccsssary that 
early habits — habits to Avhich ignorance and inex.- 
j)eri(‘nct‘ mostly t(*nd — should be watched, and, as 
far as may Ik*, ivstrained ; lest, conlirmed by repe- 
tition, and become insensible to ourst*lves, the fault 
remain when the excuse is gone. 

Young persons, ignorant of the world and mostly 
ignorant of themselves, rect‘ive from their ])arents 
or their governess, or from the combined circum- 
stances of their education, a cei'tain set of oj unions, 
ideas, and habits — very good ones, })erliai>s ; but 
confined, as the spliere in whicli tluy arc colle(dt‘d. 
This set of notions is made into a standard of excel- 
lence, dilleriiig materially according to the ditler- 
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(‘iico of 0(1 luxation — Imt ov«»ry ii;\v\ thinks hov own 
standai’d tlu? l^vst, or ratlu*!* tlio only one, for s1k» 
knows no other ; and slie e(»n)(S into society fully 
])r(‘j>ared to nieasiire all and evt*rythini»‘ hy Inn* own 
s(‘t of notions. If to dis(*over h(‘r mistak(‘ and cor- 
rect it Avei*e th(^ only results, it wtudd 1 k> veiy W(;ll 
— the lu'st and (easiest reiiKMly for a tein]>orary evil 
— lait this is not all. r(‘nsoriousn(‘ss, cont(*inpt, 
iin|K‘rtin(*nct‘, ill-humour, eontcMition, and injustict*, 
are the alnindant ]>rogeny; and s(‘lf-(\st(‘(‘in is the 
par(‘nt of tliein all. Too hioh an o]>inion of our- 
s(.*lves, and >00 low an o])inioii of otluMs, is the cer- 
tain ])ositi(»n assumed by a mind so conditioniMl — 
th(‘ v«‘ry worst that can ])o.ssibly Ih‘ niaintaiiu‘d, for 
all that is most lovely and valuable in the human 
character. 

.1 obser\e a youni»* woman who has be(‘n brought 
u]» in a London school — she has b(‘cn tauj^ht to do 
(.•vi‘ry thing by the ruh‘S of politem*ss — she walks by 
riih*, and talks by rule, and (.*ats by nde, and thinks 
by rule — and she is withal a very ])olit(^ young pcT- 
son. She into the country and im*ets juM'sons 
who have had an education <juite as good as her 
own ; but they do everything as nature suggests, 
with the careh'ss freedom of home and a (*ountry 
life. She dt^cides at once that they art> c()ars(^ 
and rud(*. She treats tlumi with contempt, s|)eaks 
of them with ridicule, and d(‘(*ides that it would be 
an outrjigo u])on her good breeding to b(*coiiie their 
eoiiipanion and friend. She is mistaken — they are 
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neither coarse nor rude — there is more elegance 
very frecjuently in tljcir ease than in lier mannerism 
— ^more grace in their carelessness than her high 
j)olish. Tliey liave feelings as refiiuni, and minds 
as well cnltiv.ated, as her own. And these too re- 
turn her the com]diment of jiversion — they call her 
fine, aflected, artificial — they think she can have no 
simj)li(aty of feeling, or honesty of lieart, under an 
exterior that betrays so much design. They are 
unjust too — she is not affecting any thing or dt sign- 
ing any thing — ^lier heart is as open and as true as 
theirs — hut artificial refinement has, hy education 
and habit, become natural to her. 

Again, a girl lias been brouglit up abroad — under 
skies where lighter spirits, and less thoughtful minds, 
and less cautious temperaments, give to the manners 
more ease and (cheerfulness: and the feelings, from 
their very want of depth, acquire an ajipearance of 
more warmth and vivacity. She goes into society 
in England, where more thought, more feeling, more 
moral sensibility, encumber the mind whose intrinsic 
value they enhance, and give to the maniujrs a de- 
gree of restraint, reserve, and heaviness. Now', if 
this young lady says these manners are disagreeable 
to her, she is not used to them, and cannot enjoy 
siuch society, tliat is very well, and she may he free 
to avoid it. Hut if she affects contemjit for her 
countrywomen, exults in licr owm superiority, fan- 
cies they are admiring in her what she desires in 
them ; or believes that they are not ten times more 



a."i*0(‘al>lo to oa<*h other than she is to thein, slio is 
mistaken. TIi<‘y have* turned the glass; and at the 
very moment she is rising in her own (‘st(‘em, on the 
eomparison, they «'ire s(‘eing her hold, fli|)])ant, heart- 
less, im]>rudent, indelieate: not al all mori^ just tlian 
hcTself, they attribute to eliaraeter what is mere 
maniHT, or do not make allowanee for (*irenmstanees 
in their estimate* <»f eliaraeter. Both jiarties si‘t*ing 
themselves in the other’s glass, had gone away hum- 
bled, ])erlia|)s ; but having look(‘d only in their own, 
exalted in th<‘ir own esteem, they have s(‘parated 
highly plea^' tl with nothing but themselves. 

Here are p(‘rsons brouglit together by providen- 
tial cireumstanees — they might be the hajijiier for 
each otlier’s friendship; th(‘ bett(‘r for tlie eount<T- 
balanee of eaeh otlier's jieeuliarilies : mutually im- 
proved by the ^'erv opjiosition of eliaraeter; but 
tlj(*y despise eaeh other wh(*n they m(‘et — eold eivi- 
lity and lumghty distanee ill eoneeal their aversion ; 
when ajiart, they ridicule and tniduee eaeh otluT 
without merey. 

The woman, who, with eonsid(Tabl(* natural jiowers, 
liasbo(‘n ])laeed in a situation to eultivate them higidy ; 
M’hose taste for literary ])ursuits, neser cheeked by 
tlu' claims of domestic duty, or (‘neumbered with at- 
tention to the houK.'ly iieeessiti<‘s of <*xisten(‘e, re\ t‘ls 
in the full delight of intellectual cm])loym(;nt, and, 
while she ind\ilges her own inclination, fulfils the 
wishes of those she loves, and gratifies by hc‘r im- 
provements and talents all around her — comes in 
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contaot with souk* ijuiot, <loinosti(? Avlioiii smaller 
j)o\v<“rs, or siiialli*!* moans, or <lith*iviit (‘x;nn]>h*, lias 
oonsiojuM] to otlior (Hru]»atioiis, ainl otlu*!* ]>loasuros : 
luT hiisiiu'.ss is tlio dir(*(‘tioii of iMHisohold allairs, 
and tlio j>1vin,i»* of tin* indofati.i»al>lo iit‘t‘dli* ; Ikt 
ainnsonioiUs, tlie woetlin.i:^ of lior liJirdon, tho h^odini’- 
of Ik*!* oanarios, or a five miles’ walk in the innd : the 
<'omforr no less of those ahont her, the eheiTfiil aial 
nsefnl assistant of Ikt parents, tin* prndtail adviser 
of lier inferiors, and the alfeetionnte friend Ikt 
(‘(juals. AA liJtt shoidd tlK‘se he to eaeh other hut 
ohjeets of mutual kimliiess ami admiration, eaith ful- 
filling her own destiny, iiiijiroving the peculiar 
talents eommitt(‘d to her chargi*, and eontrihiiting 
to the happiness of those around her ? Ami what are 
tlitw to (‘a(‘h oth(*r? The eh‘ver and a(T*omplished 
woman turns her hack on tin; useful, domesti(^ fri<*nd ; 
r(*]M‘ls her friendly iiitimaev ; wonders slu^ wastes 
her tinn* in work when slu^ might he imiiroving her 
mind ; laughs at her amusements; des]>ises hea* plain 
good sense; and, when not restrained liy the eivili- 
ti(*s of society, treats her w ith disn'gard and imj)(*r- 
tinemuj. The otlu'r does not remain Ikt debtor in 
this reekoniug of mutual de]m*,eiation. She thinks 
Avomon should keep th(?ir sjiluTe — hetter he a good 
house* w’if(‘ than .s(*t up for a great gi*nius — it is waste 
of time to he always reading — why does not lier 
frieml do something that is useful ? She does not 
approve of leariK*d ladies — she cannot hear hhw-stock- 
inys — it is only for display women learn so niucjh — 
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it is not consistent with feminine modesty to 1)0 so 
mueli distill, ituisInMl for tnleiits iind attainments. 

To .s]K‘alv iiiort* g’eiierally of wliat 1 have thus 
evidenced by a few examples: Young ])eopli‘ think 
eviTv one wlio (1 (H‘s not know wliat tlu‘y happen to 
Iiave becMi taiiglit, is ignorant — (Wery thing they 
liappen not to ]ia\(‘ learned, is useh‘ss — evc*ry thing 
that is not tin* custom of the soci(‘ty in whicdi they 
hai)[K‘n to have moved, is vulgar — t‘very oin* who 
does not like what they happt‘U to like, has bail tast(* 
— e\i‘rv one who does not ft‘el what happi'iis to allect 
them, has n'> heart — twery om* who is not (*mployed 
as tliey are, wast<‘s his time — <‘very oin* who dot‘s 
not conrorm to their estimate of right, has no cou- 
s<*i«*inv- -(‘very (Uie wh<.>s<‘ opinions are not like tlndr 
own, or tlu‘ir mammaX or tln*ir govern(‘ss"s, is mis- 
tak(‘n. Jf it ended hen*, wi* might liv(‘ very happily 
in our self-(‘st(*(‘m ; and society, if not in unanimity, 
might n'liiain in peace. lUit it does not. AV(* are 
never cont»‘nted in our fancii'd superiority — olVence 
is tak(*n where it is not given, or given wh(‘re it is 
not jirovoked - -kindness is coldly withheld, or rud(‘Iy 
r(*j)uls(‘d, or ungratefully re|)aid with ridicuh* — ])ain 
is inflicted ininee(?ssarily, whtjre all have of n«?c(,‘ssity 
(Mjough — innocent feelings are mortifit‘d, and inno- 
ct‘nt (‘iijoyments marred. lnstt‘ad of b(‘ing, as we 
ought to be, tlu; variously wrought parts of om* j)i*o- 
vidential whole, to supj)ort, to counterbalance, to 
assist each other; to communicate to oth(‘rs what w(j 
hold in pre-eminence ; to avail ourselv(‘s in others 



of wliat in us is doficioiit: it seems to Ix' tli<» V(‘rv 
('ssenec of our existence to <le|>reeiatt‘ and d(‘snis(* 
otljcrs ; wliile onr minds becoim^ at once naiTow(‘(i 
and inflated l>y adniiratitm of our own suj)]K)si*d 
advantajre j^round. 
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No. XXIIT. 

EGOTISM. 

Commnn<''rneTit lo plus sinii»l<* rt le plus sur est ilo no j.-inuiis parlor 
(le soi iii on bioii iii on iiial sans bosoiii : raiuour jiropro ainie inioiix 
Ics injures quo l oublie ot lo silence. 

Fknklo.v. 

1 NHA’KR jiass l>y attontion any su^g(\sti(>n 

giv'on verbaJly by a Irifiid, or coiiv(‘y(*(l anonyiiioiisly 
by lottor. To siu'li hints T am iinh^btod for many 
of the subjects of my jiajiers — sometim(‘S by dinrt 
request, soni(lim(\s i>y the accidental cx]>res.sioii of 
a wish tliat tilings were not so: and soin(;times in 
company with my younger friends, I venture to con- 
fess my subjects are stolen from observation of habits 
that to them.si‘Ives .1 am not at liberty, to remark : 
and when this ha]>pens, when some young lady linds 
in my jiages her own words, or her ow n follies, I 
am persuaded she reads them smiling, and without 
offence — even as if we told her her ribbon was un- 
tied, or her feathers about to blow aw ay ; it had 
escaped her observation — she cannot see herself as 
others see lu?r — the mirror once presented, she can 
judge of the justness of my remarks. 
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And as, in lndd)id) of tliis noi.sv ^vorld, tluM*** 
is niiicli ])assinu‘ that J may nnt hnar, 1 am ha])H\ ti» 
k‘t otljiTs listoii, and ins(*rt with j)lt‘asiirn follow- 
ing: paper, which lias my entire ap])rol)ati«»n. If I 
add to it some observations of my own. it is m»t by 
way of amemlment, nor because I am det(‘rmined 
to let no one else have all the ,vfn/. Hut, alas I my 
youn<? critics are so ditticult to ])h‘as(‘ — if tlu‘ Tast- 
eiuT ha])]H*ns to be shorter than usual, they say it is 
a fraud — if it liajipens to be more p'ave than usual. 
tht‘v say it is stupid — if any one but mysi‘lf lias list- 
eiK‘d, they say 1 am aslet*]) — if it relates to men and 
women, forgettiiiju: they shall soiiu'times men and 
wonuai tluMUselves, tln'y.say it is of no usi^ to them. 
Wherefore?, in the att(*mpt, nc^’e^ in the r(x;ords of 
liumaiiity sueeessful, at ])lcasinit every body, 1 am 
often iiidueed to spoil the comjiosition of my friends, 
l)y taelviug it to something of my own. 

The following pa]xn*, on a subject it has long been 
my int(*ntion to touch ujum, needs no a])ology for 
its iiitrodmition : it i-efers to habits that may fis well 
b(? the hfibits of ywith as of age — indexed, if th(?y 
cixist in aftcir life, it is almost certain to be be(*aus(* 
they liax e been indulged at its commencement. 


H\s it ever happen c<l to any but myself, to listen 
to T, T, J, in conversation, till, Avearied w ith the mo- 
notony of the sound, 1 was fain to quarrel w ith the 
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iisofiil little word, Jiiid almost wish I could portray 
its hydra head, and i>reseiit it in a mirror to my 
oiacli'S, that tln^y miglit turn away disgusted for 
ever Avith its hideous form? If so — siicli avjII have 
syin|)athy with my tale. 

1 was the companion, one morning, of an in\ alid 
young lady, of rather res])ectal >le mind, and who 
Avas sutlicieiitly recovere<l to take an interesting part 
in conversation, when her medical attendant Avas an- 
nounced. A young gentleman entered, whom I judg- 
ed to he ahout twenty-livt‘ ; liis pl(‘asiug a]>[H‘aranc(‘ 
and studious countenance attracted my attention; 
and after the t\wv ne<*essary medi»*al impiiries w(‘i*e 
dismissed, 1 Avas alert on his introduction of toj)ics 
more general. 1 hstened for some time eA'eii m(»r(‘ 
than Avillingly, ami from the Avisdom of his remarks, 

1 sliould ('(‘rtainly have given him cred(‘nce f(»r a 
man of reading and of tliouglit, and as such, should 
have judged he gave the preference to literary so- 
ciety, without the unceasing assurances of tliese facts 
from his own lij)S, Hut to convey to my readers 
a clearer i<lea <»f my dis<puet, I will give the outline 
of th(‘ dosimj ])art i>f the eonversatioii, assuring tlu'iii, 
however, that the praiedhuj <liscussion did m<>j*e 
iTedit to the doeti»r’s juvtensions. 

])n H. — Have yon seen that poiidiTous work of 
Ml* S. ? I sat up till ])ast midnight reading it. It is 
a most delightful thing ; and i can ncv<T lay aside a 
hook in tlui midst, Avlieii J am interested. 

Miss H. — I Iuiac not seen it, but from your re- 
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eomniotulation sluill bo pflad to do so, partii^ularly as 
ill this country jilacc J can find but little society. 

Dr 11. — Tru(‘ — ^literary society is the ebarm of 
lif(! : ] mingle with no other (excepting indeed pro- 
f(*ssionally) ; and then [introducing a sj)lendid list of 
literati] with such men as these, one can find mental 
reciprocity : and I have th(‘ honour of their intimate 
aiMpiaintaru'e. 

Miss 11. — T have rea<l the works of 0 and 

of S you Iiave just named. What kind ot iiian 

(1— ill tlie parlour? 

Du ]J. — O, (|uite charming! 1 Avas \ery intimate 
witli him — h<* exceedingly regn^ttiHl my leaving 
town — I must stay and dine with him Avh(‘iiever he 

got hold of me ; aiul then B and F , thev 

were my inse])arable associates : after suili coin]>a- 
nions 1 can scai-cely have jiatience to listt'ii to com- 
mon talkers. 

Miss II. — It is avcH for those who cannot find 
society to their taste, that there are books. 

Du Ji. — 1 read constantly : I am cpiito a de- 
vourer of bo^)ks, all books that I can obtain; I can 
pick something good out of all; but my time is very 
precious this morning, and my visit has already been 
extended ; but Avheii 1 get into an mteresthuj con-- 

versation, I, I And, thought 1, as he made his 

retiring bow, Avith the interestiuf/ mhject self, 
doctor, you are not soon A?veary. 

I will detail one other demand on my jiatiencc 
from this ill-favoured propensity ; and I would tliat 
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tlicsc were isolated passa<>fes in iny llatanhhj history : 
hut ])erlif\i)s I may liave been |UH'uliarly e<mso(*iate(i 
with (‘gotists. At all events, I know I am a great 
favourite with them, and tliat, wliatever they may 
say about literaj*y conversation, they always preh'i* 
my attentive ear. 

1 took u]> my abode for some time with a lady, 
whose liabits of beiievolene<" wei*(‘ ext<‘nsiv(‘, and of 
whose true ]>hilaiitln’Opy of heart J had heard mueh. 
1 expected to follow her to the alms-house, the hos- 
pital, au<l tlie garret; and I was not disap]M)iuted ; 
thither she w. :it, and for j)ur])oses the kindest and 
most noble ; she r(‘liev(‘d their |>ressing wants, minis- 
t(*r<‘d eonsolatiim in the kindest tone, and gave reli- 
gious instruction wherever needed. But tlien slie 
k(‘]>t a strict calendar of all these juous visitings, 
and that, too, for the entiTtainment of her company : 
all were calh*d U]khi to hear the history of the a|>- 
j)a!ling scenes she had witnessed, the tt*ars of grati- 
tude that had fallen on her hands, the }u*ayers, lialt 
articulate, that ha<l been oiliTed for her by the dying; 
and to hear her attestations of disregard to tluioppo- 
sition sh(i had to encounter In these her labours of 
love. Who, with such an appeal, could withhold 
their commendation ? I therefore, of course, as 1 
listened again and again to the saiiuj tale to ditlerent 
auditors, heard many pretty eompliimnitary s])eeehes 
about magnanimity, &c. ; and getting som(*what 
weary, 1 drew in*ai’er to the lady’s gu(*sts, till I 
actually thought 1 heard from one (he was a clergy- 
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an, r holiovo) an inward wliis|)or, tliat lio would 
lik(‘ to rofi*]' Ids friend to the first four verses of tlie 
sixth chapter of Matthew, hut that it would 1 h‘ un- 
polit(‘. If iny listeninir ])ow(‘rs were too acute when 
1 lu*ard this, let me now lay aside my titles and, 
turning monitor at tniee, assure my young friends, 
if they would have tlndr conversation listen(‘d to 
with j)h‘.‘isure, they must he economists with srJf, as 
their subject. 

A NTH i:\iis. 


Thetie is one point on wddeh Clod and man are 
agreed — their hatred of Selfishness: with this only 
ditfereiice, that Clod hates it every Avher(\ and man 
hates it every AVherc^ hut in hiinsidf. I'here lu‘ feels 
it not, knows it not, and n(‘V(‘r would dis<‘Ovt‘r it, 
did not the jmnniiience of the same quality in otluTS 
come in i)erpetual and jiainful collision Avifh it in 
liini : and many a hard ruh, and many a rude knock, 
must his self-love sufier, before he discovers what 
]»art (»f him it is that has ])eon wounded. Ami<l the 
thousand forms that Self assumes, in its infliu‘n(*e 
upon our thoughts, and words, and de(‘ds, the least 
liarinful it may he, hut certainly not the least of- 
fensive, is that in wdiich it aflects our conversation. 
We have indeed, like Anthemis, Iist(*ned to the J, 1, J, 
till we have thought it the worst-sounding h'tter of 
all the English alphabet; tmly halting, in our c»pin- 
ion, between it and its compound couipanion, the 
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fitj/, mif, i/ny, wltli which it rings in (‘vcrlnsting 
changes. 

On heliaH* of tlio very young, we ceiTainly liavt* it 
to |»]t‘a<!, (hat thtw know very iittic <►(' any tiling hiit 
wliat is in sonie s(‘nsc tlM‘ir own. It* they talk <it’ 
j>ersons, it must 1 k‘ thcii* part'iits, tlu‘ii* l>rotlu‘rs and 
sistia-s, hc(*anse tliey are the only j)co]>le they know 
— if* (liey talk ot* any hody‘s afliiirs, it ninst he their 
own, hc('aiis(.‘ thc> an* ac((iiaiijted Avith no otliei* — if 
of cv<‘nts, it niiist Ik‘ wliat lia|>|K‘ns to tlu'inselves, 
for th(‘y hear nothing of Avliat ha|»p(‘ns to any hotly 
<‘lse. As so.,n, thend'ore, as <‘hildren begin to con- 
v(‘rst‘. it is most likely to l>e about tlu'insidA i‘s, or 
something that belongs to them ; and to the rapid 
growijig of this unwatch(‘d habit, may j)roI)ably be 
attributed th(‘ ridiculous and olhmsive egotism <if 
many persons in eon\(*rsation, who, in i*onduet, ])ro\a* 
that their feelings and affections art* by no means 
self-engrossed. lint the more indigt'iious this nn- 
siglitly Aveed, the more ji{*ed is then* t(» jH'CAent its 
grOAvth. It lias many varieties — the l(‘af is not al- 
Avays of the saim* sliape, m»r the flo\v(‘r of tin* sime 
colour — but tluy jire all of one genus ; and onr n‘a<I- 
(*rs, AA'ho are by this time, A\e trust, most (‘xei*llent 
botanists, will have no difticulty in d(‘teeting them, 
hoAvcAiT much allected liy the soil tliey grow in. 
The Vs and wj/.s* a lady exhibits in eonviTsation, 
will bear such analogy to lier character as tin* Avai es 
on the stall of the Jlazar bear to the tra<le of tin; 
vendt'r. Or, if she have a great deal of Avliat is 

VOL. I. Y 
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tiict, slio will ]KTlia])s vary tlu‘ articlo a(*(*oi*(l- 
in<»‘ to tli(‘ (k‘iMan<ls of tlio inark(‘t. Jii fashionaMo 
litV it will 1)0 mj! ooiisin Sir ilalj>li, wt/ fatlior tlio 
laiil, and a/// u^roat-iinolr tho Dnko— -tin* liviiiin' 
rolativ(‘S and tlio d<‘])artotI latluTS, tlio balls of Iior 
family, tlioir r(*iit-rolls, or their prases, will att'ord 
ahnndant ftahu/r. for any eonversaiion she may havi» 
to furnish out. j\moni*- those who, haxini;' i>(>tten 
into the wo]-ld they know not l)ow, are dt'termined 
it shall at h‘ast he known they arc' there, it is >//// 
liouses, 'iHi/ servants, a/// j>ark, a/// gardens — or it* tlu^ 
lady he too youni»’ to <*laiiii on he»' own h(‘half, tut/ 
fatlK‘r's hous(*s, &;(\ &/e. will answer all the ])ur]>ost‘. 
JUit ha|)])ily for the supply of this sort of talk, rank 
and wealth, though very ustdid, are not luvessary to 
it. AVithout any ostentation what(‘\er. hnt m(M‘<‘ly 
from th(‘ hahit of oe(*u|)ying- thems(‘lvt‘s with tladr 
own individuality, some will lot the eompany choose 
the subject ; hut he it what it may. all th(‘y havi' to 
say nj)on it is tlu* I or tin* a/// — hooks, travel, sor- 
row, siiikness, nature, art — no matter — it is, f have 
si‘en, T have done, 7 liave hi*i,‘n, 7 liave leanuMl, 7 
have sn11(*r(‘d, f have known. Whati‘ver it he to 
oth(‘rs, the 7 is the suhj(‘et to them ; for they tidl 
you nothing- of the matter hnt their own eoneern 
with it. For exam]>l(*, let the city of Naples he 
spoken of — om^ will tell you Avhat is seen thert‘, what 
is (lone there, what liappcns there, and make* luT 
retl(‘etions nj)on all, without naming luTself; you 
will only pereei\'e by her knowledge and her re- 
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injirks, tliat she lia^ ]u‘C!i in XapK‘s : aiiollK-r Avill 
ivW you how sho (*ani(' aiul why sho W(‘nt. and 

]iow loiii*’ f'ta’nl, and what slie did, aiul whal >lu* 
saw; and th(‘ tldnirs rhoius(‘l><*.s will a|)j)oar huf a> 
acoidiMits to tlu* i<loa of S(‘lf. Some ladios I ha\t‘ 
Ivuowii, who, not <*ont(‘nt with tlu* iu*t*sont display of 
Tlu*ir poW(‘rs, aro <loU*nniiu‘d to ri^-s(*ll tlu'ii* warns 
at s(*(*ond liand ; tlu‘y t(‘ll you all tlu* willy thiiii^s 
thov said to soinohody y(*sU*nlay, and tlu* a\ isn ro- 
niarks tlu*y inad(* t<» a certain company last niuhl — 
/said, / r(*mark<.*<l — tlu* commo<li<\ shonhl Im* \alu- 
ahJe* indo(*d ro Ik* thus l»roui»:I)t to market a sncoiul 
tinu*. (>tlu*rs tlu*r(* aiv, who, und(*r of con- 

ji«l(*n(*<*, little compliiiu*nlary wlu*n shown alilo* t(> 
all, pest(‘r p(*opl(* with their own ail'airs — h(*rore you 
liave l>e(*n two liours in their <'onjpany, you are 
introduec‘d to all th(*ir iamily, and all their iamily's 
eoneerris — ])(‘euinary alfairs, domestii! s(u*rt'ts, pi*!*- 
sonal fet'linc’S — a sort of lurd's-eyt* \u'w <d* eM*ry 
tiling tliat lK*longs to tlu*m, past, present, aiul to 
eoirie : and wo t<> the se(Tets of those who may ehaiua* 
to have l)(*<*n in connexion wdtli tlu'se t\gotists I — in 
such a view, you must iu‘(*ds see t(*n miles round. 

There is an egotism of Avhich w e must s])i‘ak more 
seriously. limits, that in the w(»rld wi* laugh at, 
when tlu*y attain the dignity and jmrity of sacred 
things, heeome matter of s(‘rious regret. 1 sp<‘ak 
nothing of tlu* ostentatious dis]>lay of ]m»us and he- 
nevolent exertion, too w(*ll depicted in tlu* sketch (d 
Anthemis, to ik‘(?d our further remark. ^^’e li\ e\^ 



a vvljon n'ligion, its aai] doarost, inte- 

rests, liav<* become a subject, ol* irtMiera,! <*oiivei*sanon. 
W(‘ ^Yould liavi; it so — bet we mark, with regiH't, 
t!iat Self has iiitroduciMl itself hen‘. Tlu? heartless 
hxjuacity — we must say heartless, for in matters of 
such deci> int(Test, ta<*ility of speech besjjeaks th(‘ 
f<H‘lini*s lii'-ht — th(‘ unshrinkiiiL? jalduT with wliicli 
])e(>j>]e tell y»>u tludr soul's hi.story, their ]aist im]>res- 
sions and present ditfi<Mdti(‘s, their doctrines and their 
doubts, tlunr manif(‘stations aiid tluMr (‘xperiences — 
not in th(‘ <*ai' (d* contid<‘nct‘, to hav(‘ tliose doubts 
riMnoN'cd, and those doctrines verlllcd — not in the car 
of an\i<»us impiiry, to (‘ommunicab* knowl(*tli><‘ and 
ii‘iv(‘ (‘ncouragt‘ment — but any wliere, in any com- 
pany, to any body who will listen — Tlu‘, / b'Jt, / 
thoui*‘hl, / e.\peri(‘nc(Ml — mj/ sorrows, j;o/ (*onsola- 
tions. SorroNN s that, if real, should blanch the chc(.‘k 
t(> thiidx upon, iiuTcies that enwrap all licavxm in 
a.ma/.ciiicnt, tlicy will tell out as nnc<»nccrncdly as 
tlic a<lvcnturcs of the mornini:*- — the v< dec falters iM»t, 
the colour chaiiy-es not, llu* eye falls not. And tr> 
what imrpose all this ]>ersonalit\ ? To get good, or 
do good'/ lly no means; but that whateviT subjeet 
they look u])oii, they always see thomsidves in tlie 
forcigrouml of tin* pictun*, with every minut<‘ j)ar- 
tienlar swelled into imjmrtaiiee, wliilo all besides is 
nnTgtid in indistinctness. 

W(' niay be assured there is notliing so ill-])red, 
so eiinnyanty so little entertaining, so absolutely 
ijrTipertinent, as this liab’.t of talking always with 
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to »>ni‘s('Iv('s. For l)o«ly ]»;<’» :> <»t‘ 

rlioii' (ovii, to which they nttach as luuch importance 
as we to ours, find see all oth<*r matt«M*s small in the 
comparison. Tht‘ lady of rank has her i-astles and 
h(*r an(*<‘stors — they an* the Idreuround of her pi<‘- 
tnre — thi'ie they s|o(»d wIk'Ii sIk* cairn* into Ix'inii, 
and there tIu'V are still, in all the maiiJiitude of near 
j>erspect ive ; and if Imm* estimate of tht‘ir real si/e 
Ik* not c<n’rect(*d hy expt‘rienc(‘ and yood scii'^e, ^h«* 
expects that others will s 4K> tlu*m as larL»e a*' she 
<lo(*s. lint that will not he so. "Die la<!\ of wealth 
has li'otti'n he»* houses ami lands in tin* ldi'eL:ronml-~. 
t!i(‘st? aia* the lai'uer featnn*s of lu'r lamhcajie — titles 
and the casth's are s(‘en at a smaller anith*. Ni'ither 
lady will admire the proportion^ of her neiL*hhour’s 
dra>\inu’, sh<udd they chaime to discover thennehes 
in (*ach <»ther's conversation. She a^ain, whetln*!* 
rich or poor, whos<‘ worhl is h<*r own dome>i icily, 
sees nothine- .so ju'ominent as the alVairs of hei' nur- 
sery or In*!* hous(*hold ; and percei\es not that in the 
eyes of others lier chihlren are a set of diminuti\es, 
undistiniiuishalrle in tin* mass of humanity ; in whi<'h 
that they ever existed, or that they ce'isi* to exist, is 
matter of eipial inditference. And sin* who ln>Ms h(‘r 
mental jmwers in predominance, to whom tin* nearest 
ohj(*ets are knowh*d<:(e, and reason, and seiem-e, and 
Tearning* — she tak«*s disgust at the i*gotism of tin* 
former thn*!*, and does not perceive that tin* magni- 
tude slie gives to Iier own juirsuits, seems as ill p!*o- 
portioned to ^(leni as tliei^ to her. And if lln,*r<.‘\ie 
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one wlio is disalmsed aliko of* all, of* woaltli, and 
rank and Jivirnini!:; and, liavinir tak<‘n just im‘asinv 
ludli of* Avliat slie lias and of what slio has not, has 
jtlaced all in tlu^ obscurity of the distance; and in 
neariK'Ss to her li(*art and |»rc-einint‘nci‘ in Ikt eon- 
tem]»lation, has ]>lae(sl the irivat thin‘::s of et(Tnit\ — 
right though she is, and just though luT drawing he, 
(‘ven she sliould he aware that others see it not 
so. I'he slauh's that overcast her landst‘-ajK*, nc‘\er 
liung on theirs — ^the sniilu*aiii that lights it . never 
shone on them. In time and season sht‘ must speak 
to them tor good — but wlien goo<l is not the object, 
she, too, must be aware of olfensive c'gotism, in 
sjieaking of joys and sorrows that they n(‘V(‘r km‘W, 
and exhibiting eontemid for things that she despises, 
but they eannot. 

It is thus that each one attributes to the obj(‘ets 
around I'im, not their true and actual ]irojK)rtion, but 
a magnitude proportioned to their iiearn(‘ss to him- 
self. AVe say not that lie ilraws ill who do(‘S so — 
for to each one, things are important more oi* less, in 
jiroportion to- Ids own interest in them, lint Ik'Ium" 
is the mischief— wo forget. that every one luis a Self 
of their own, and that the constant setting forth of 
ours, is to others preposterous, obtrusive, and ridi- 
(‘uloiis. Tlic painter who draw s a folio in the fi*ont 
of his picture and a castle in the distance, properly 
draws the book the larger of the two : but he must 
be a fool if he therefore thinks the folio is tlu* largiT, 
expects every body i^se to think so too. Yet 
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notliiiiix ;in* \v(‘, Avlu'ii w<* Nutli‘r oin-sclvrs to lx* 

|K*r|x*tuallv jxiintinii* to oursolvos, our alVaiis, aiul our 
|n).ss<‘ssioii<, as ii* tliov won* as intL‘n*stiii‘;' to otiiors 
as tlM‘^ ai*o iiu|Mirtant to us. 
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